
bulletinE C U M E N I C A L + I N T E R F A I T H

PRINT POST PUBLICATION No. PP381667/00474 No. 64, AUGUST 2003

C
ardinal Walter Kasper,
described as the Pope’s right-
hand man on ecumenical
issues, on his l5-day
Australian tour through

Adelaide, Sydney, Melbourne and Perth,
made the same observation. Speaking at
45 separate events, the Cardinal was
also revealed to be a leading world
expert on how Jews, Muslims and
Christians can live harmoniously post-
Iraq.

Writing in June after a five-day
ecumenical conference with Cardinal
Kapser, Schwind said “I have the
impression that the ecumenical
dialogue, as Cardinal Kasper has
emphasised, has reached a certain
maturity; which after a springtime of
ecumenism has not now reached
winter, as many say, but summer,
namely, the period in which things are
maturing, perhaps in a slower way.”

Australia’s Catholic ecumenists heard
Cardinal Kasper express the same
conviction at their three-day conference
at Newman College, Melbourne, July

11th-13th. Eighty lay, religious, clergy
and bishops from most dioceses and
states and even New Zealand, dialogued
with Kapser at their biennial meeting.
After spending most of Saturday 12th at
the conference, the Cardinal later spoke
to the wider community when he gave
the annual Helder Camara/Knox lecture
to a packed audience at Pharmacy
College Hall, Parkville. His topic was
“Meditation on the Church and
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Contemporary Pluralism in the Post
Modern Era” (Read the full text at
http://www.maristmelb.org.au/maristm
elb/documents/kasper_speech.doc ).

Some of our Responses:
• “The Cardinal heard from us, the
Church.”
• “As we have been open in the
Ecumenical Movement to other people,
other faiths, events and life, we
continue to be leaders of dialogue, of
service and of love throughout our
world and church, in contemporary
pluralism and post-modernism.”
• “Cardinal Kasper works from the
Vatican II documents.”
• “‘Multicultural’ means opening ‘new
boundaries’, without losing our own
identity, our own pathway.”
• “At 71, Cardinal Kasper gives hope.”
• “His Helder Camara/Knox lecture
needs to be used and remodelled by
educationists as a discussion guide.
When simplified it will be very
valuable.”
• “The Cardinal’s person and his
openness came through to us”
• “We are called to look out and
engage with the world.”
• “How much more can we work with
other institutions, such as welfare
groups like St. Vincent de Paul,
Anglicare, Salvation Army? The Spirit
is calling us for more communications,
as in the Anglican/Roman Catholic
dialogue”.
• “We are called to ‘just get on with
it’”.
• “How better can we be people of
dialogue, of service and love?”

Interfaith News 2
Cardinal Kasper’s Address to the Conference 3
What the Cardinal heard from us 4
Ecclesia de Eucharistia “Ecumenical Ramifications” 4,5
Helder Camara Lecture and Subscriptions 6
People in the Forefront 7

“One detects a need to return to the
spiritual roots; that it is not enough to
engage in ecumenism with activities
or initiatives, but there must be a
return to Christ himself, to Christian
life, to the life of mutual love.”

– Joachim Schwind, director of the
German review Neue Stadt.

Cardinal Kasper
enthuses us:

It's summer! It's summer!
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INTERFAITH NEWS

No entrance fee!

Melbourne Concert Hall,
Victorian Arts Centre,

100 St Kilda Road,
Melbourne.

Map: L15

Tel. 0414-467-502.

Magnificent Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Koori,
Muslim and Buddhist traditional sacred chants,
songs and music. Performed by St Francis Choir,
Dana Zeimer, Soprano, Moishe Hanovitch, Tenor,
Shobha Sekhar, Karnatic Vocal, Mevlevi Order of
Australia, Arbup Ashley Peters, Koori Artist and the
Samadhi Buddhist Meditation Association.

SPONSORS:

Chief Conductor
Tony Way

Pianist
Amir Farid

From sound 
to silence
INTERFAITH GATHERING AT BEAUMARIS
AND BLACK ROCK

Rather than use words, about l20
people led by East West Meditation
members, used music as the means

of entering into the silence of God. They
came from the local parishes and beyond.
Fr John Dupuche, parish priest and
Commission member, welcomed
everyone and introduced the program.

He writes:
The four parts of the musical program

were alternated with silence and the
sound of a Buddhist singing bowl
signaled the end of silence.

Aboriginal speaker Janet Turpie
Johnson, spoke about the meditative state
as a natural part of the traditional
aboriginal culture. Aboriginal people
identify strongly with all nature and the
sense of “is-ness” or being present. The
didgeridoo is the symbolic sound of that
presence.

Glen, the Hindu representative, spoke
of the sound of the drone that underlies
the sitar, as symbolic of the ground of all
being, or God, from which the string
melodies – our lives – arise and fall.

Sufi players from the Australian
Intercultural Society introduced their
instruments and sang and played
beautifully. Many felt that they “knew”
the words celebrating God’s love, in their
hearts.

The Parish choir, led by Simon Randall,
sang a song of lament and praise in
Gregorian chant/renaissance polyphony,
which described God’s fidelity to us, in
the face of our infidelity to him.

Prayer flags on which participants had
written blessings, were shared, so that
people received a blessing from someone
else. Everyone tied the prayer flags
together and hung them on trees outside
the church.

Deeply affected, most wished to be led
again into the Divine Mystery in this way.

Inter Faith Centre
FR MALCOLM CRAWFORD, KEW

Acentre has been established
recently in Bradford, North
England, to cater for the

changed population. Formally the
City had its famous woollen mills and
very heavy smog that hovered around
the valley, and the City was the cradle
and home of the Yorkshire County
Cricket team, Bramall Lane.

Nowadays the mills have closed
down, most of the families involved
in that district have left the area, and
the mill houses (one downstairs
room, one upstairs room, and an attic
room) have been occupied by
immigrants, mostly from Pakistan and
West India. Their principal faith is
Islam, with Sikhs, Hindus and other
Eastern religions. Their colourful
dress symbolises their religious
commitment and their culture.

Two Irish missionary priests, who
have both served in multi-cultural
Fiji, and also in Pakistan, have set up
this Interfaith centre in Horton, East
Bradford, a very heavily-populated
area. An Irish Sister who experienced
11 years in an Interchurch
community in Belfast, is assisting the
two priests. She has also assisted in
English classes and in library work.

This work is making slow progress.
Most established Christian churches
concentrate on their dwindling
congregations and see little purpose
in reaching out wider. With recent
race riots in both Oldham
(Lancashire) and Bradford, this
Interfaith movement is even more
important than Interchurch
commitments in established Christian
areas. 

Please pray for this and other
similar ventures, overseas and here.

If you are interested in the journeys
of the heart, come and hear Hindu,
Buddhist, Muslim and Jewish

speakers describe the ‘heart’ of their
traditions and share their
understanding of their own journeys.
Let your own heart be touched in a
day of listening and sharing. 

Donation $10. Lunch is BYO.
At Yarra Theological Union Common
Room, 98 Albion Rd., Box Hill.
Registration at 9.30 am. Symposium is
from 10.00 – 5.00, Sunday, 31st
August.

The Symposium will be opened by
Bishop Christopher Prowse.
Sponsored by the Catholic
Archdiocese of Melbourne’s Interfaith
Committee.

Guest Speakers:
Chi Kwang Sunim - Australian born
Buddhist nun of the Korean Zen
tradition.
Dr Abdul Khaliq Kazi - Former Head
of Islamic Studies, Melbourne
University.
Dr Jayant Bapat - Hindu priest,
Centre for Studies of Religion and
Theology,  Monash University.
Rev Eric Kahn - Rabbi Emeritus of the
Moorabbin Synagogue.

There will be sharings from our 4
key speakers and opportunities for
participants to discuss and reflect on
their own heart experiences.

For further information contact:
Margaret Mooney 9544 1893
margmooney@hotmail.com 
Fr John Dupuche 9589-2886
jrdupuche@pacific.net.au 
Charlotte Hain Sharlow 9899 0628
s.sharlow@bigpond.com
Fr Trevor Trotter 9379 3544
trevortrotter@hotmail.com

Interfaith
symposium:

The
Heart
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“The heart in the biblical sense is not
the inward life, but the whole person
in relation to God.”

– Dietrich Bonhoeffer (1905-1945)

Visit: http://unityindiversityevents.alphalink.com.au

HOLY
MELBOURNE

FREE ANNUAL MULTI-FAITH CONCERT 2003

Sunday, 7 September: 6.30pm



Spiritual Ecumenism
In the Ecumenical Movement the

question is the conversion of all to
Jesus Christ. As we move closer to
Christ we move closer to one another.
This is a reciprocal exchange and a
mutual enrichment. Significantly it is a
movement forward. Such unity is a gift
of God’s Spirit but it must occur
through the activities of Christians for
which we seek the guidance of the
Spirit. Hence this is not a diplomatic
matter nor is it mere academic matter.
It centres on a spiritual ecumenism-
growth in personal and communal
spirituality! This is not a cop-out
pathway. In reality it is a real challenge.

Valuable dialogues and models
In Kasper’s understanding much is to

be learnt from the Byzantine and
Oriental Churches. We have been
impoverished by our isolation over the
centuries from these churches. Over
very recent years the lively Oriental
churches have through dialogue
resolved ancient controversies in
bilateral declarations between the Pope
and their respective Patriarchs. The
common faith in Jesus Christ has been
maintained without imposing on the
other one’s own respective formula –
unity in the diversity of ways of
expression. It is not hard to see why
Kasper sees these concrete
developments as valuable models in the
Church’s dialogue with western
Protestant Churches. 

The Catholic Church is quite clear
that it seeks unity in diversity and has
explicitly stated this.
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Cardinal Walter Kasper
brings to his current
position an impressive
background of a respected
Professor of Theology as

well as pastoral experience as bishop
of a large diocese (l000 parishes). 

This affable visitor to our biennial
meeting of Ecumenical workers
reflected his background experience,
in the two major lectures to the
Conference (one of which was the
public Helder Camara Lecture and
Knox Lecture, which attracted a full
house to the Pharmacy College hall,
Parkville).

In reflecting on the “Current
Situation in Ecumenical Theology” in
his first lecture, he was able to
articulate many of the pressures the
audience themselves experience – but
significantly he provided an
international viewpoint which was
refreshingly hopeful. The Australian
Church may suffer from geographical
isolation but not a lack of awareness
of broader issues requiring attention
and re-formation in the Church.

Plurality today
By exploring the issue of plurality in

the Church, the Cardinal placed a
finger on a sensitive nerve both in
Ecumenism and in the life of the
Church. Neatly he reminded his
audience of the underpinning of
Vatican 2 in areas which are changing
progressively in emphasis. We have
tended to forget the consequences of
the action of the Holy Spirit operating
in other Churches, and outside the
Churches. Consequently there can be
no arrogant claim to a monopoly on
salvation by the Catholic Church.

Several aspects of being church are
better realised in the other churches
and hence the Cardinal notes that
ecumenism “is not a one-way street,
but a reciprocal learning process.”
John Paul 2 calls this an ‘exchange of
gifts.’

Defining Ministry
A topic which looms large on the

horizon of the reflective Australian
Ecumenist is that of Ministry and its
forms. This reflects ecclesiology. The
issue is now on the ecumenical Agenda
and the Cardinal raised several points
emerging from dialogues with the
Orthodox and the Reformed Traditions
which suggest that a deeper difference
on ministry is emerging. If we can
define this difference more precisely, a
way to overcome it in a better way may
suggest itself, rather than cementing the
diversity. Do we see the hand of the
Spirit in this major development?

Pentecostal churches
The expansion of the Pentecostal

Churches signals a rapidly changing
ecumenical scene which has, and is
influencing a renewed vision for the
Church-taking the Trinity as model, a
mutual enabling of relations.

Structural questions of ecclesiology
then emerge: the relationship of the
common priesthood of the baptised to
the hierarchical priesthood; Primacy
and Synodal or Conciliar structures;
relations between bishops and the
entire people of God.

Ecumenism is providing a strong
dynamic for renewal within the Church.
Cardinal Kasper gave the Conference
only the briefest of outlines on the
topic. But of its fundamental
importance we were left in no doubt.

The Full text of the Cardinal’s address to our 
Conference “The Current situation in Ecumenical
Theology” may be read on our website at
http://www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/eic/eic-articles.htm 

SOME REFLECTIONS BY DR BASIL JOHNS
MEMBER OF MELBOURNE EIC

The current 
situation in

Ecumenical
Theology

CARDINAL KASPER’S ADDRESS TO THE CONFERENCE
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From left: Rabbi Fred Morgan, Cardinal Walter Kasper, Professor Louis Waller and Archbishop Denis Hart 
at Temple Beth Israel on Sunday, July 13. 



Queensland was well
represented at the National
EIC meeting in Melbourne,
with Commission
representatives from  
Brisbane (5), Townsville (5),

Rockhampton (4) and Cairns (l).
Delegates reported on the rural
challenge accepted by Anglican,
Catholic, Lutheran and Uniting
church leaders to make a creative
response using l2 principles.

These included: l) Ecumenical
regional planning involving ordained
and lay ministers and groups which
service local needs, plus help where
only one pastor serves several
congregations; 2) Sensitive guidelines
for shared worship; 3) Dialogue with
the providers of ministry;
4) Ecumenical structures at local and
regional levels; 5) Explore
coordination of social and educative
services across the churches;
6) Dialogue about shared faith
resources in the School of Distance
Education; 7) Use current emerging
technologies; 8) Support the research
project of the Catholic church and
establish a common data base;
9) Work with Indigenous
people, e.g. commend
Wontulp Bi Buya college and
equip indigenous leadership;
l0) Explore through
Queensland Churches
Together the promotion of
continuing dialogue of clergy
and laity in participating
churches; 11) Explore how
combined human property
and financial resources can be
marshaled to assist rural communities;
and l2) Seek ways to share
this vision with other
churches and welcome their
participation.

Victorian diocesan
representatives (Sale 6,
Sandhurst 5, Ballarat 4,
including bishops Jeremiah
Coffey and Peter Connors),
highlighted their Anglican
and Uniting church
involvement as in the Kairos Prison
Ministry program at our largest
prison, Fulham in Gippsland. The
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Anglican Cursillo movement provided
leadership, in line with the Lund
principles formulated in Sweden: “to
act together in all matters except those
in which deep differences of conviction
compel (churches) to act separately.”

Sandhurst has l7 Teams of Our Lady,
ecumenical teams involving people
from other churches. Ballarat diocese
reported on its covenant with the
Anglican diocese. Sale diocese was
congratulated quietly on its recent
acceptance as a full member of the
Victorian Council of Churches. One
Sale commission member travels from
Omeo 2-3 hours away to the diocesan
monthly meeting.

Individuals reported on Northern
Territory’s ecumenical Nungalinga
College,which is partly funded by the
Catholic Propagation of the Faith; on
Tasmania’s new Buddhist meditation
centre; and Bishop John Cunneen spoke
of New Zealand’s National Commission
which is currently not part of the New
Zealand Council of Churches.

Cardinal Kasper expressed surprise at
the challenges faced by Australian rural
church people.He was pleased to be
informed.

BY DAVID SCHÜTZ

In his recent visit, Cardinal
Kasper reminded us of the
ecumenical commitment of Pope
John Paul II. For this papacy,
ecumenism is not a “fringe

issue”, but central to the nature and
mission of the church. This is obvious
in Ecclesia de Eucharistia, the new
encyclical on the Eucharist (available
on the internet at
http://www.vatican.va/edocs/ENG0821
/_INDEX.HTM ) as he again and again
returns to the ecumenical implications
of the sacrament of the altar. He
quotes the 2nd Vatican Council which
said “in the sacrament of the
Eucharistic bread, the unity of the
faithful, who form one body in Christ
(cf. 1 Cor 10:17) is both expressed
and brought about.”

The place of the eucharist and the
question of eucharistic sharing is one
of the hottest ecumenical issues today.
The Pope acknowledges this when he
writes:

The gift of Christ and his Spirit
which we receive in Eucharistic
communion superabundantly fulfils
the yearning for fraternal unity deeply
rooted in the human heart. ...Through
her communion with the body of
Christ the Church comes to be ever
more profoundly “in Christ in the
nature of a sacrament, that is, a sign
and instrument of intimate unity with

Jim Quillinan (Townsville CEO), Bishop Michael Putney
(Chair of the Bishops Conference Ecumenical and
Interfaith Relations Committee), Cardinal Kasper,
Lyn and Len Horner, Joan Neal (Townsville CEO).

Bishop Pat Power (Bishops Conference Ecumenical and
Interfaith Relations Committee), Margaret Ryan, Michael
Brown (Executive Officer of the BCEIRC), Cardinal Kasper,
and Greg Farrugia.

PHOTOS | GREG FARRUGIA

WHAT THE CARDINAL HEARD FROM US ECCLESIA DE EUCHARISTIA:

Aussieexperiences
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God and the unity of the whole human
race.” (EE 24)

Those of us in the ecumenical
movement have all experienced to an
intense degree this “yearning” for unity
with our baptised brothers and sisters
in the faith with whom we are not yet
in full communion. Again the Pope
acknowledges this when he writes:

We should all give thanks to the
Blessed Trinity for the many members
of the faithful throughout the world
who in recent decades have felt an
ardent desired for unity among all
Christians. ...It was an efficacious grace
which inspired us, the sons and
daughters of the Catholic Church and
our brothers and sisters from other
Churches and Ecclesial Communities,
to set forth on the path of ecumenism.
Our longing for the goal of unity
prompts us to turn to the Eucharist,
which is the supreme sacrament of the
unity of the People of God, in as much
as it is the apt expression and the
unsurpassable source of that unity. (EE
43)

It is important that we hear this
strong acknowledgment from the Holy
Father before we turn to the other side
of the page and read the “caveats” that
attend this “ardent desire”. The
Eucharist is and will be the foundation
of Christian unity. It is from the
Eucharist that we are inspired toward
unity; it is in the Eucharist that we seek
our unity; and it is toward the common

celebration of the Eucharist that we
press on in our journey.

But there is a “but”, and John Paul II
devotes a considerable amount of space
in his encyclical to the “but”.
Remembering that the Pope is “one of
us” when it comes to ecumenical
commitment will help us assimilate
what he writes on the subject of
intercommunion.

He writes that “the Eucharist creates
communion and fosters communion”
(EE 40), but that the Eucharist cannot
be the starting-point for communion; it
presupposes that communion already
exists, a communion which it seeks to
consolidate and bring to perfection.
...Consequently, it is an intrinsic
requirement of the Eucharist that it
should be celebrated in communion,
and specifically maintaining the various
bonds of that communion intact.” (EE
35).

But what of the “ardent desire” for
unity? Are there not situations in which
even now (for instance, in ecumenical
gatherings like the Ecumenical Summer
School) we can begin to celebrate a
common eucharist (perhaps as a
“protest” against the slowness of official
dialogue to find agreement). The Pope
seems to anticipate our objection, and
suggests that such joint eucharistic
celebrations would in fact “result in
slowing the progress being made
towards full visible unity” (EE 30),
rather than in accelerating it. He
suggests that when Catholics receive
communion distributed in the
celebrations of our separated brothers
and sisters, they “condone an ambiguity
about the nature for the Eucharist and,
consequently...fail in their duty to bear
clear witness to the truth” (EE 30). 

Perhaps this is because “the
Eucharistic sacrifice is...never a
celebration of that community alone”
(EE 38). The Pope includes a
judgement from a CDF document
which says: “Every valid celebration of
the Eucharist expresses this universal
communion with Peter and with the
whole Church, or objectively calls for
it, as in the case of the Christian
Churches separated from Rome” (EE
39).

Specifically, John Paul II address two
questions: can a non-Catholic receive
communion from a Catholic priest, and
can a Catholic receive communion at a
non-Catholic minister? He answers the
second question first, saying that, while
“respecting the religious convictions of
these separated brethren” (EE 30),

“Catholics may not receive communion
in those communities which lack a
valid sacrament of Orders” (EE 46). 

He answers the second question more
positively, beginning “the same is not
true with respect to the administration
of the Eucharist under special
circumstances, to individual persons
belonging to Churches or Ecclesial
Communities not in full communion
with the Catholic Church”-but in that
case “the intention is to meet a grave
spiritual need for eternal salvation of an
individual believer, not to bring about
an intercommunion which remains
impossible until the visible bonds of
ecclesial communion are re-
established.” (EE 45). He repeats his
assertion from Ut Unum Sint that on
occasions where this is possible it is a
true “source of joy” (EE 46). 

Cardinal Kasper reminded us recently
of the importance of the Amen which
we say at the end of the eucharistic
prayer and when we receive
communion as a sign of our public
confession of faith. The Holy Father
sees a “profound analogy between the
fiat which Mary said in reply to the
angel, and the Amen which every
believer says when receiving the body
of the Lord” (EE 55). This Amen is
itself a bond of unity in the truth
among all communicants at the Lord’s
table. At that table “the sacrament of
[Christ’s] body and blood does not
permit duplicity” (EE 38).

In the next few months, we are
expecting this Encyclical to be followed
up by more concrete directives from the
Congregations for the Doctrine of the
Faith and for Divine Worship. When
the “brakes are put on” like this, it is
easy to lose hope and to become
discouraged. But in saying “not yet”,
the Pope is certainly not saying “not
ever”. He calls us to put our energy into
praying for unity, and reminds us that:

In the celebration of the Eucharistic
Sacrifice the Church prays that God,
the Father of mercies, will grant his
children the fullness of the Holy Spirit
so that they may become one body and
one spirit in Christ. ...The Church
believes that she will be heard, for she
prays in union with Christ her Head
and Spouse, who takes up this plea of
the Bride and joins it to that of his own
redemptive sacrifice. (EE 43).

For more on the ecumenical impact of Ecclesia de
Eucharistia, see Fr Thomas P. Looney’s article “Ecumenical
lights and shadows in EE”, in the most recent edition of
Ecumenical Trends (or on our website at:
www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/eic/eic-articles.htm)

ECUMENICAL RAMIFICATIONS



One of the remarkable things
about Cardinal Kasper’s
presentation to the
Melbourne community
(subtitled “A meditation on

the Church and Contemporary
Pluralism in the Post Modern Era”)
was the universally positive reception
it received. This is remarkable when
one considers the nature of the society
upon which the Cardinal was
meditating – a society characterised by
the post-modern concept of pluralism.
The audience itself was pluralistic-
diverse in religious and philosophical
opinion – yet the Cardinal’s
“meditation” struck a cord with
everyone.

It was certainly a “heavy” paper for
a Saturday night. Br Mark O’Connor,
the coordinator of the Cardinal’s visit,
confided to me that it was he who
invented the title “The Future of
Christianity” – the original title was
the subtitle, but Br Mark rightly
supposed that such a title would be
unattractive to the masses.

Yet those who heard it found it
attractive, as the Cardinal dealt with
issues crucial to our personal and
public lives of faith and our relations
with other people of faith. Principally

his paper (which can be read in full at:
http://www.maristmelb.org.au/maristmel
b/documents/kasper_speech.doc) asked
whether it is possible to reconcile the
great variety of “realities” offered up on
the today’s social menu with the
Church’s claim of a universal and
unique perception of “The Truth”.
Along the way, he dealt squarely with
the dangers posed by pluralistic
philosophy – not of pluralism as such
(which is a fact in our society), but
with an ideology of pluralism which
promotes plurality as a philosophical
system, despairing of and even
disparaging the search for Ultimate
Truth (which is what the religious and
philosophical search has traditionally
been about).

Kasper pointed out that: “for those
who are even only somewhat familiar
with the New Testament, the pluralist

religion theory must obviously raise
basic questions. It could not be said
more clearly and distinctly: this theory
may correspond to a currently
widespread mentality, but it
fundamentally calls into question the
testimony of the Bible, and not only –
as many could think – a Church or
even a specific Catholic dogma. The
challenge is real not only for Catholic,
but also for Orthodox and Protestant
theology. Thus, there is no way of
ignoring this observation: within the
mentality of ideological pluralism,
religious pluralism is the challenge
today for Christianity and for the
Church.”

So was Kasper proposing that we
retreat behind the bunkers of absolute
truth, to fire our volleys at the modern
pluralistic world from a safe distance?
No, quite the opposite. He drew heavily
upon the Vatican II declaration “The
Church in the Modern World”,
stressing the preposition “IN” – not of,
but also not outside of, the Modern
World. If the modern world we face is
pluralistic, then we enter fully into that
dialogue with pluralism – while, at the
same time, maintaining and remaining
true to our own identity.

Those of us involved in dialogue (and
to some extent, we all are) have known
this from experience for some time.
While we may not adopt the ideology
of pluralism, which says that truth is
always in the eye of the beholder, yet
Kasper affirmed that truth – even
absolute or objective Truth – finds its
place in this world in the person of the
one who believes it. Kasper reminded
us that Pope John Paul II: “explained
that we possess the truth only in
freedom. Though truth is not a mere
subjective reality, but something that is
given to us, it nonetheless does not
exist in itself; it exists – as Thomas
Aquinas taught us – in human subjects.
But conversely freedom does not exist
in any attitude whatsoever, and is even
the opposite of arbitrariness; freedom is
oriented towards the truth. For truth
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Last year, we began to publish
the Bulletin on our Website. If
you have access to the
Internet, you can see this for
yourself at

www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/eic/news.htm.
There you will see “Ecumenical and
Interfaith Bulletin” listed in the left-
hand column. A “click” on this will
open a list of issues that appear on the
site. “Click” the issue you want to
read, and the Adobe Acrobat program
will open the latest issue for you in full
colour. You can print it off on your
printer or read it on the Web. This is a
free service. 

However, we incur significant costs
in the production of the printed

NEW SUBSCRIPTION METHODS
version of the Bulletin. If you wish to
continue receiving we will now need to
require a subscription of $10.00.

SO PLEASE,  EITHER

1) Email us (at ecum@melbourne.catholic.org.au)
saying that you wish to access the

Bulletin on the Web, and we will notify
you when the new issue is uploaded.
This service will be free.
OR:

2) Fill in and tear off the bottom
section of this page together with
$10.00 for one year’s subscription (3
issues) to The Ecumenical and
Interfaith Commission, PO Box 146,
East Melbourne 3002 before February
24th, 2003.

I enclose $10.00 for one 12 month subscription (3 issues)
(cheques made out to Ecumenical and Interfaith Commission)

Name: Phone:

Address:

Email Address (for information):

✄

REPORT BY DAVID SCHÜTZ

The future of

Christianity?

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7 >

ANNUAL HELDER CAMARA / KNOX LECTURE



In Memoriam: Fr Gonzalo Munoz
(Blessed Sacrament Father) passed away
on Friday 25th after a long illness. Fr
Gonz was a member of the Commission
for a number of years. We thank God
for his contribution to Ecumenical and
Interfaith relations and pray that he
may quickly come to eternal rest with
God, in whom all is one. An
ecumenical and interfaith memorial
service was held for Father Munoz on
Wednesday 30th July at St Francis,
where had served for many years.

Priest-Doctor and Jesuit, 
Fr Alan Peter, made an impact on 
St Brendan’s parish, Shepparton while
supplying in Sandhurst diocese during
May. He practices as a doctor in the
world’s largest hospital, Baragwanath
hospital, Soweto in Johannesburg.

Local Ecumenical Commission
members report that Fr Alan’s address
to the Annual Ecumenical Hospice
Service was a sensitive insight,
recognition and appreciation of this
Support Service. Fr Alan had quickly
learnt the Australian ‘lingo’ to lighten
his message and his homilies. He also
introduced the Aramaic language at
Mass, informing people that this was
the initial language of celebration. 
(Is this Interfaith? Ed)

Fr Alan was a practicing doctor until
he saw the film “Brother Sun Sister
Moon” and decided to enter the
Franciscans. But the order’s vow of
poverty precluded the practice of
medicine, so Fr Alan chose the Jesuit
order. He was in Australia as part of the
spiritual exercise known as tertianship.
He went on to Dili hospital, East Timor,
having shown he is a healer of bodies
and souls as well as an ecumenist.

National Council of Churches
in Australia (NCCA) General Secretary,
John Henderson attended the Sunday
morning session of the Ecumenical
Conference at Newman College. At this
session we reflected together on the
Cardinal’s Helder Camara lecture.

He brought us greetings from the
NCCA, and offered the following
comments for our reflection:
• We’re all in the same situation, facing
pluralism in Europe and Australia
• We have compartmentalised
ecumenism in various commissions and
committees which are non-ecumenical
islands apart from one another
• We may live in a pluralistic world,
but we all share a common humanity!
• Dialogue between the head and the
heart is what pluralism confronts us with.

Brighton parish priest, Rev Dr Peter Cross,
continues on the International Anglican
Roman Catholic Commission for Unity
and Mission, along with Archbishop
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PEOPLE IN THE FOREFRONT

More news –
more often
Around Victoria, around

Australia, around the World,
Ecumenical and Interfaith

issues are making news. How
much of it gets to you?

If it is true that information
“empowers” us, then can you
afford to be uninformed about
latest developments?

Stay up-to-date by subscribing to
the on-line news service “EMAIL
NEWS”, sent out from the
Commission Office every Friday
(well... almost every Friday). 

To subscribe to this free service
fill in your details at the following
link and click on “submit”.
http://www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/eic/eic-
publications.htm#emailnews

John Bathersby, Brisbane Archbishop. In
June this Commission met in Northern
Ireland to continue work on a text of
Common Declaration about Roman
Catholic and Anglican faith agreement.
Each church provides about eight
members. Video and web resources are
being developed to support and
publicise the work.

President-Emeritus of the National
Council of Churches in Australia (NCCA), 
Rev Lance Graham Steicke, was appointed
a Member of the Order of Australia for
services to ecumenism and the Lutheran
church in June. He helped found the
NCCA nine years ago. It includes
Anglican, Catholic and Uniting churches.

Val Wishart, member of the Sale
Commission, leads the Berwick
Interchurch Sharing Group. The group
meets every 4th Wednesday at Val’s
home for prayer, song and a guest
speaker (often a local church priest,
minister or EIC member). The group
discusses the next Sunday readings,
relating them to today’s lifestyles.

This group began in l984, and
continues only after one major recess in
20 years. A fund-raising concert for
Berwick hospital, Easter, Christmas,
World Day of Prayer, and other
ecumenical services are the action part.

Val says success for this group
depends upon complete faith in the
guidance of the Holy Spirit, and “our
own endeavours to enrich the
developing bond with understanding,
respect and Christian unity.”

This all sounds like a great formula
and a great model for other interchurch
groups.

Melbourne Executive Officer, 
David Schütz, directed the Biennial
Meeting of Australia’s Catholic
ecumenists with flair, efficiency, talent
and hard work. We congratulate him
for that, but also because he was
received into the Catholic church only
on Monday l6 June at Our Lady’s
church, Ringwood, where he has been
the choir master, family man, and still
emerging from his Lutheran church
background. Or is it “converging”
rather than “emerging”?

There are many dioceses that still do
not have an ecumenical representative
or commission. However, Sister Eileen
Brown of Woolongong Diocese has
written to us saying “You’ll be pleased
to know that we have had our first
committee meeting since returning
home and we are now on the way to
establishing a Commission. The
Conference gave us the impetus we
needed. Thanks.” All the best for the
new venture, Eileen!

liberates us from momentary emotions
and interests, from rapidly changing
fashions, from the pressure of public
opinion; truth widens the horizon for
freedom. Truth – as the fourth Gospel
says – will set us free (Jn 8. 32). Thus,
truth and freedom are correlated and
they presuppose each other.”

Kasper used this close connection
between truth and freedom to defend
individual human rights, and
especially the right to freedom of
religion as proposed by Vatican II. At
first sight, this defence may seem to
be a contradiction of the scriptural
claims of uniqueness and universality
of Christ’s redemption, but Kasper
demonstrates that it is not. Individuals
have the right to claim that their
religious faith is true. Ideological
pluralism denies this outright, but the
Church actually defends it, no matter
what that religious faith may be. This
is important for one’s understanding
of their identity-and without a clear
understanding of one’s own identity,
there can be no fruitful dialogue. 

For me, this approach to pluralism
is best summed up in the Cardinal’s
own words: “Two indistinct fogbanks
cannot have an encounter, they
become blurred in each other. Thus,
dialogical openness is quite different
from indifferentism; identity and
dialogue are correlative. The human
person through dialogue is on the
search for truth. Therefore truth in
love and love in truth is the intimate
fulfilment of the human person.”

< CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6
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Christmas may seem like its
still six months away, but Mr
Jeff Wild (one time executive
officer of this Commission)
says that now is the time to

begin planning for the Christmas Bowl
appeal in your parish. Jeff is the
Victorian Director of Christian World
Service, the Commission of the
National Council of Churches in
Australian (to which the Catholic
Church belongs) which oversees the
appeal in Australia each year.

In many non-Catholic parishes, the
appeal has been a part of Christmas for
generations. The story is that the appeal
began one Christmas morning when
one minister placed a bowl in his
church, and asked his people to put in
the same amount that they had spent on
their Christmas dinner. This is now the
54th year of the Appeal, but many of
our parishes have yet to embrace it.

By giving to the Christmas Bowl we
are supporting partnerships around the
world and in Australia which put hope
in the hearts of people everywhere. Real
people, real partnerships, that enable
projects to happen that make a real and

lasting difference to people’s lives.
Projects which address the big 
problems of our times: poverty 
and hunger, HIV/AIDS, education,
health, child mortality, development,
equality and empowerment, the
environment. Sharing a little of what
we have with people whose material
wealth is not as plentiful, and opening
our hearts to the wealth of experience
and love that money simply cannot
buy is a gift of the hope that we all
share.

For more information and appeal packs, contact the
CWS on 1800 025 101 or go to www.ncca.org.au

Give a little hope this Christmas

For all preachers and all who listen to them!
Featuring: Pam Kerr (Uniting) “Good News-For Whom?”
Pat Negri (Catholic) “The Preacher as Story Teller”
Peter Adam, (Anglican) “Clear and Urgent! Preaching Christ today”
Francis McNab (Uniting) “Clearing the Cobwebs”
Vic Pfitzner (Lutheran) “To Convict, to Convert, to Persuade”
With a prologue by Bishop Mark Coleridge and an epilogue by Austin Cooper.
The Festival is a joint initiative of Contemplate Launch Out and the Ecumenical and Interfaith Commission. 
Admission by donation. For more information: 9926 5708 or ecum@melbourne.catholic.org.au
A colour flyer is available to be copied and distributed at the following link:
http://www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/eic/pdf/EcumenicalPreachingFestival2003.pdf

Ecumenical Preaching Festival
Over 5 Consecutive nights:
August 25-29, 2003, 
St Monica’s, Moonee Ponds.

At 7:30pm each night, the guest
preacher will speak first on some
aspect of the preaching art, and
then, after refreshments, will
preach during a time of worship.

– GIVE TO THE CHRISTMAS BOWL


