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What's Inside ?

From the Editor
We rejoice during Advent that Jesus is coming

also to our Ecumenical and Interfaith friends.

We rejoice today in our own stories and anecdotes

about how and when we became aware that he is

born for all people. We asked ourselves: "When was

the Ecumenical / Interfaith Jesus born in me? When

did I get the grace to see he comes to others?"

David Schütz, our executive secretary, becomes

"sold" on Interfaith dialogue when he meets

Archbishop Michael Fitzgerald, the only Englishman

in charge of a Roman Curia department.

Margaret Mooney celebrates ecumenism in her

family life of funerals and weddings. She also

recognised the Interfaith Jesus in the lives of people

in her community and in the "Interfaith Network.

A Family Testimony-Margaret Mooney

My brother's funeral in l981 brought his mates

together in St Paul's Anglican church, Bendigo,

where he had been married some ten years

previously. It was a sad yet somewhat reconciling

celebration of the birth of the Jesus of ecumenism for

me - and for my family

In 1998, at the vigil of my mother's funeral in St

Paul's Catholic church, Bentleigh, a Buddhist monk

wished to honour her by his presence, and, at my

invitation, by a few words. Again, it was a gentle

celebration of the birth of the interfaith Christ for

me, and, through me, for my family...

Jesus was born a Jew and became the Christ for

Christians (Antioch) and for all people. So, for me,

Jesus Christ is born in me as I welcome him and

recognise his presence within me and in and through

the people I meet who share in the light, truth and

goodness which Jesus' coming reveals in this world-

Jesus Born for All

John Dupuche finds that the Word is made flesh

anew in himself particularly when he comes into

contact with people of other faiths. He supports the

Monastic Interfaith Dialogue which is Vatican

sponsored.

John Trinity, from a Greek Orthodox family,

discovers Roman Catholicism, yet keeps his hand in

with the Eastern Rite churches to have "the best of

both worlds".

Two Melbourne diocesan priests summarise their

Ecumenical histories and feel comfortable working

with other Christians.

Maybe you, our Website and hardcopy readers,

would like to reflect: "When was the Ecumenical

and/or interfaith Jesus born in you?”

Some years ago, my brothers chose to marry

other Christians. The ecumenical Jesus was born in

me, and I nurtured his growth - in myself and in

others.

(Continued on page 3)



Reflections on a Workshop on

Interreligious Dialogue, Canberra 7-

10 October 2002, by David Schütz

I thought about heading this piece

"Confessions of an Interfaith Dialogue

Convert". You see, while I converted to

the ecumenical cause long ago, I have

always a bit suspicious of inter-faith

dialogue. It was, in fact, one of the last

"stumbling blocks" I had to face

personally before becoming a Roman

Catholic. I admired and respected the

Church as bulwark of the truth-but I

couldn't make sense of what the Pope

was doing in Assisi with all those

representatives of other religions. It

was not coincidental that the release of

the Vatican declaration Dominus Iesus

closely coincided with my decision to

"swim the Tiber".

As if God was pushing me from

behind, he eventually steered me into a

job that focused on both ecumenical

(right up my alley) and interfaith

(whoa! hold on God, whatcha doing?!)

affairs. And as if to rub it in, in the first

few months he sends me off to a

workshop on Interfaith Dialogue. A

new conversion was awaiting me-in the

persons of my colleagues from the

E c u m e n i c a l a n d I n t e r f a i t h

Commissions of dioceses across

Australia, but most of all in the person

of Archbishop Michael Fitzgerald.

Archbishop Fitzgerald is the only

Englishman to head a department in

the Roman Curia. I think all

participants in the Workshop (held in

Canberra, 7-10 October) felt the

benefit of having someone from Rome

who shared their native tongue. Above

all, it was Archbishop Michael's ability

to use illustrations and similes to

explain the need for and purpose of

Interfaith Dialogue that brought about

my "conversion".

You see, I shared the concern of

many who fear that involvement in

interreligious dialogue runs the risk of

denying the centrality of Jesus Christ in

God's plan of salvation. I wondered

whether the presuppositions for

developing interfaith relationships

required an abandonment of the call to

evangelise all peoples.

Inter-faith Dialogue? Yes!
During the course of the four days

in Canberra, "Bish Fitz" (as he is

apparently known in the Vatican)

pointed out on several occasions and in

several ways that dialogue is a part of

the evangelising mission of the church,

just as proclamation of the gospel,

baptising, and catechisation are parts of

the same mission. He used several

examples to illustrate this relationship.

I'd like to share two of these images that

had an impact on me.

I call the first his "This train is

bound for glory" illustration. The

mission of the church is like a train-

with an engine up the front providing

the motivating force, a caboose at the

back to carry all the luggage, and many

different carriages in between: the

dining carriage, the lounge carriage,

the recreation carriage and the sleeping

carriages. Each carriage has a different

purpose and the people on the train

move between these carriages, not

spending all their time in one carriage.

The different activities of mission

are like these different carriages:

sometimes there will be liturgy,

sometimes teaching, sometimes

service. Importantly and essentially

there will be a "proclamation,

conversion and baptism" carriage. But

there is also a "dialogue" carriage, in

which the only activity is talking and

deve lop ing re l a t ionsh ips and

understanding one another. It also is an

important carriage on the train.

The second image is what I call his

"popping the question" image. Jack

meets Jill, Jack and Jill fall in love, Jack

"pops the question", and Jack and Jill

get married and live

happily ever after,

right? No, not always.

Sometimes Jack and

Jill meet, they get to

know each other and

become good friends,

even though they

never get married (or

get involved in any

other illicit activity!).

There are relationships

worth developing on

the level of dialogue

alone simply for the

sake of friendship and understanding.

Furthermore, if Jack "pops the

question" too soon or at a time when

Jill isn't ready to hear it, their

relationship could come to a dramatic

and sudden end.

Directly inviting another human

being to become a believer in Christ

and to accept Christian baptism is like

"popping the question". If it is to be

done, there is ground work that needs

to precede it, ie. dialogue. And

sometimes it will be necessary-for the

sake of maintaining an open dialogue

relationship-to make it quite clear

from the beginning that conversion to

Christianity is not the goal of these

conversations. It is legitimate for

Christians to have conversations with

people of other religions that are not

aimed at conversion, just as it is

legitimate for Jack and Jill to be friends

even if Jack never asks her to marry

him.

These two illustrations sum up for

me what the Workshop-and in fact the

whole activity of interfaith dialogue-is

about. During that time in Canberra I

went from being suspicious of

interfaith dialogue to being a whole

hearted supporter of the cause.

Especially in today's climate, talking to

and developing relationships with our

neighbour who is "different" must be

regarded as an essential part of the

Church's mission.

[Picture: L-R: John Dupuche, Greg

Tait, David Schütz, Michael , Frank

Gerry, Archbishop Fitzgerald, Trevor

Trotter, Margaret Mooney, Peter Bickley,

Peter Kenny]



More than ten years ago, our local City

Council called leaders of different faiths to

come together in order to get to know

each other and to learn to understand the

different faith traditions represented. This

was an amazing initiative of the civic

leaders to seek a partnership with religious

leaders in order to promote tolerance,

respect and understanding in a

multicultural, multifaith community.

The 'Interfaith Network', which has

developed over the years, was the

grounding and inspiration for my own

commitment to and passion for this

'interfaith' Christ.

I have met and befriended members of

the Baha'i, Buddhist, (other) Christian,

Hindu, Muslim and Sikh faiths, and of the

Brahma Kumaris and Satya Sai spiritual

organisations. They have helped to give

birth to the interfaith Christ in me. As a

committed Christian, I have welcomed

and encouraged this birth and growth

through reflection on my own life

experience, through education of myself

and others, and communication of the

'Good News' of interfaith dialogue in the

wider community.

The Word was made flesh in

Bethlehem, The Word is made flesh anew

in me particularly when I come into

contact with people of other faiths. Is is as

though a divine resonance starts to burn in

the hidden recesses of my being.

An anecdote: A few weeks ago at

Borders Bookstore in the Jam Factory I

gave a talk together with Swami

Shankarananda, on the topic 'Is a universal

spirituality possible.' I have rarely felt

more alive. The responsiveness of the

gathering, about l00 people, and the

quality of their questions showed how

much people are thirsty for things of the

Spirit. They want the Word to be born in

them.

S o m e n e w s : T h e E a s t -We s t

Meditation Foundation, set up a few years

ago and much involved in interfaith, has

now been accepted as the Australian

Commission of the Vatican sponsored

Monastic Interfaith Dialogue. It will be

able to promote interfaith contacts even

more successfully.

Thus the Word made flesh at

Bethlehem is being 'born again' anew in

different ways.

Five years ago, I was baptised in the

Greek Orthodox church and have always

believed in Our Lord. I booked to go to

Rome for two days and to spend l3 days in

the Holy Land with 35 Australian

Catholics and two priests The Vatican was

amazing and overwhelming. I had no idea

that St. Peter was buried there. But it was

in the Holy Land that things started to

change.

It was on this pilgrimage that I came

face to face with Catholicism. One thing I

love about the Catholic church is its

emphasis on how much God loves

everything he has created, and also

Reconciliation or Confession. These

things were not taught to me in the

Orthodox church.

When I arrived back in Australia I

started to go to Mass at St. Patrick's

cathedral in the city. So I was a practising

Catholic two years before I officially

entered the church on 22nd April 2002. It

was an amazing time for me. I felt in the

Catholic church that I was loved and

belonged. But I sensed this year that: the

traditions of my youth were missing: one

lights a candle, the altar is covered, the

walls all painted with icons. This became a

very difficult time of my life.

Two priest friends told me to visit

churches that are in full communion with

Rome. I went and prayed at SS Peter and

Paul Ukrainian church at North

Melbourne, the Russian Catholic church

in Kew and the Melkite church in

Fairfield. To my amazement it was like my

youth, with icons, altar covered with icons

and candles to light, and kissing an icon

when walking into the church. It was in

the Catholic church that I learned about

the Greek Orthodox church and the

Eastern Rites in full communion with

Rome and I realized that I had missed the

traditions of my youth. I thank God for

this because now I have the best of both

worlds.

A few days before I was ordained in

l965 with about 25 others before a packed

St. Patrick's Cathedral, an Anglican priest

unknown to my parents, rang to ask to sit

up front with my family. He didn't realize

that the scramble for seats was a bit like an

MCG final. Seats were allocated

with restrictions on each family. He

pressed his argument.

carefully

He explained he was a half-brother to

my grandfather, whose conversion to be

Roman Catholic at his marriage had split

the family. We had not known these

relatives who were not Catholic. So the

Anglican Jesus was born for me.

Four years later, now an assistant

priest to Fr. Tony Cleary who was a

pioneer of Melbourne Cathol ic

ecumenism, I was enthralled as he and Dr.

Percy Jones plotted to transform

Melbourne's Eucharistic Congress into a

'world-first' ecumenical congress.The

Jesus of various Christian denominations

was born in me as I chatted deeply with

other ministers and washed morning tea

cups after Ministers Fraternal meetings at

East Preston.

Later, as part of Australian Catholic

Relief (now Caritas), I was one of many

midwives for Roman Catholics to

discover the VCC in programs like Action

for World Development. Archbishop

Frank Little said:" You work with the

other Christians in ACR, would you like

to join the Ecumenical Affairs

Commission.-LT

I grew up in a family of two Christian

traditions with my Presbyterian father

assisting the Catholicism of spouse and

children, while not attending his own

church. As a young child I was puzzled

when neighbours walked to another

church, not ours.

Although I felt ecumenical as a young

priest, contact with ministers of others

denominations was only spasmodic. I did

the Clinical Pastoral Education course to

be at home with clergy colleagues when I

discovered inadequacies in clergy

relationships at a large public hospital. I

realized the great importance of Witness

among other clergy for the good of the

whole Christian church.

For three years I lived overseas in an

Ecumenical Community and discovered

my values and views needed to be more

deeply thought out and reflected upon. I

related very easily and warmly to other

church communities and their ministers

especially at Monday golf. I felt that

barriers had to be ignored, rather than be

grinding stones for dictating behaviour.

Back at Melbourne I have experiences

of a large migrant area with more tribal

church connections, and more recently a

s u b u r b w h e re t h e t r a d i t i o n a l

denominations are well established. I feel

very comfortably about walking

alongside them.

Jesus Born for All

(Continued)
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The Word in All Peoples
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A Convert Testifies

John Trinity

A Priest testifies

Len Thomas

Another priest's experience

Mal Crawford



A controversial report, entitled "Reflections on Covenant

and Mission", was released on August 12th by the

Consultation of the National Council of Synagogues and

the Delegates of the [US] Bishops Committee for

Ecumenical and Interreligious Affairs.

The controversy surrounds (what seems to be) the

suggestion by the Catholic Bishops on this dialogue team

that Jews should not be targeted for conversion to

Christianity, and, moreover, that Jews do not need to be

incorporated into the new covenant in Jesus Christ because

of the eternal validity of God's original covenant with

Israel.

Cardinal Keeler (archbishop of Baltimore and the U.S.

bishops' moderator for Catholic-Jewish relations) was at

pains to stress that this paper does not represent a formal

position of the US Bishops' Conference, much less the

official teaching of the Catholic Church. It is true to say,

though, that this paper deserves close reading, as it certainly

gathers together much that has been said by Pope John Paul

II, Cardinal Kasper and Cardinal Ratzinger (among others)

on this subject, and draws some logical conclusions that

must be explored if the dialogue between Christians and

Jews is to proceed further in this direction.

Against the background of Jewish-Christian relations in

the past, Jews are wary of "theological" dialogue with

Catholics precisely because Catholic teaching sees such

interfaith dialogue as a part of the evangelising mission of

the Church. The US paper, while affirming that the

mission of the church is to all, seems to seek a greater

distance between witnessing to our faith and actively

targeting a specific religious community for conversion to

Christianity.

You can find the whole document on the International

Council of Christians and Jews website at

http://www.jcrelations.net/stmnts/joint8.htm . You can

also read Cardinal Kasper's personal views on the subject

in a speech given at Boston College on November 6th at

http://www.bc.edu/bc_org/research/cjl/articles/Kasper_

6Nov02.htm .

US Catholic-Jewish Dialogue report discourages evangelisation of Jews
Report by David Schütz

A joint Catholic-Islamic committee has issued a statement condemning racism and pledging mutual efforts to

promote peaceful and respectful dialogue across ethnic and cultural boundaries. The Vatican's chief

representative on the joint committee was Cardinal Francis Arinze, the president of the Pontifical Council for

Inter-Religious Dialogue; the Islamic contingent was headed by Kamel al-Sharif, the secretary general of the

International Islamic Council for Da'Wah and Relief in Cairo. The joint committee met in England in July, but

the statement ratified by the group was only made public by the Vatican on August 9.

The full statement read:

"1. We affirm that our religions both teach that Almighty God has created all people equal in dignity, and

therefore we reject every form of racism.

"2. We condemn the racist practices which exist today in many societies and we accept our responsibility

to endeavor to eliminate misconceptions and prejudices which in turn generate racial discrimination.

"3. We call upon individuals, educational and social institutions, and the media to join this effort against

racism.

"4. We believe that adherence to religious values and engaging in dialogue to achieve mutual

understanding and mutual respect are conducive to a world of justice and peace.

"5. We commit ourselves to continue to promote a culture of dialogue and to work together in order to

introduce this culture of dialogue into our respective communities and more specifically in educational

and cultural programs.”

Vatican Releases Joint Catholic-Islamic Statement
(Source: CWNews.com, Aug 9, 02)





The Ecumenical Bulletin has over 400 subscribers. Production of the Bulletin is one of the commission's main

activities as it endeavours to inform and encourage those involved in ecumenical endeavours in the Catholic Church

and beyond.

As with all the agencies of the Church, the Ecumenical and Interfaith Commission is feeling the pinch of "hard

times" on the budget. We wish to continue the production of the Bulletin, but we need to find new ways of cutting or

meeting our costs.

One of the simplest ways of cutting the cost of the production and distribution of any publication is to publish it on

the World Wide Web (Internet). In fact, we have already published the Bulletin in this way. If you have access to the

Internet, you can see this for yourself at www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/eic/news.htm . There you will see Ecumenical

Bulletin listed in the left-hand column. A "click" on this will open a list of issues that appear on the site. "Click" the issue

you want to read, and the Adobe Acrobat program will open the latest issue for you in full colour. You can print it off on

your printer or read it on the Web.

There are no distribution costs in putting the Bulletin on the web. On the other hand, we do incur significant costs

in the production of the printed version of the Bulletin. In the past we have suggested a yearly donation to help us offset

the costs of mailing a copy of the Bulletin to you; however we will now need to require a subscription of $10.00 per

annum (for three issues).

From Issue #1, 2003, we therefore offer you the following choice:

1) Email us (at ecum@melbourne.catholic.org.au) saying that you wish to access the Bulletin on the Web, and we

will notify you when the new issue is uploaded. This service will be free.

2) If you wish to continue receiving a printed Bulletin in the mail, we will require you to send the tear off section of

this page together with $10.00 for one year's subscription (3 issues) to The Ecumenical and Interfaith Commission,

Thank you for your understanding in this matter.

David Schütz

Executive Officer

- - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

I enclose $10.00 for one 12 month subscription (3 issues) (cheques made out to Ecumenical and

Interfaith Commission)

Name: ______________________________________ Phone: ___________________________

Address: ________________________________________________________________________

Email Address (for information) : ____________________________________________________

Send to: Ecumenical and Interfaith Commission, PO Box 146, East Melbourne 3002

PO Box 146, East Melbourne 3002 before February 24th, 2003.

before February 24th, 2003.

New Bulletin Subscription arrangements



John Paul II and Romanian Patriarch

Teoctist united in a symbolic embrace and

signed a Joint Declaration in which the

Orthodox and Catholics Churches

commit themselves to seek unity.

The meeting between the two

religious leaders, which took place

Saturday in the Pope's private study, was

one of the most important moments of the

weeklong visit of the Romanian religious

leader to Rome. His visit was in gratitude

for John Paul II's trip to Bucharest in May

1999, the first time a Pope set foot on

Orthodox soil.

"Our meeting must be considered as an

example: Brothers must meet again to

make peace, to reflect together, to discover

the way to reach agreements, to expose

and explain one another's reasons," the

Joint Declaration reads.

The document touches upon issues

such as Catholics' proclamation of the

Gospel in Orthodox lands -- a practice the

Moscow Orthodox Patriarchate opposes

as "proselytism."

"We are in agreement in recognizing

the religious and cultural tradition of all

peoples, as well as religious freedom," the

document continues. "Evangelization

cannot be based in a spirit of competition,

but on reciprocal respect and cooperation,

which recognizes the freedom of each one

to live according to his/her own

convictions, in respect of his/her own

religious affiliation."

The Pope and the patriarch affirmed

that Christian witness will be much more

credible, especially in Europe, if it is

offered in unity.

In his address to the patriarch before

signing the declaration, John Paul II

responded to the accusations of

"proselytism."

The Pope acknowledged the mission

that the Orthodox Churches "are called to

undertake in the countries in which they

have been rooted for centuries" and, at the

same time, he clarified that the Catholic

Church "wishes only to help and

collaborate in this mission," carrying out

"its pastoral task with its faithful and with

those who freely come to her."

Eventual misunderstandings can be

addressed through a "fraternal and frank

dialogue," John Paul II said.

In this connection, the Holy Father

proposed the establishment of a "solid

institutional structure" that will serve "for

communication and regular and reciprocal

exchange of information" between the

Pope and Romanian
Orthodox Patriarch

Sign Joint Declaration
(source: Zenit.org Oct. 13, 2002)

Catholic Church and the Orthodox

Churches.

The Mixed International Commission

for Theological Dialogue Between the

Catholic Church and the Orthodox

Churches ended its last meeting in

Baltimore, Maryland, in 2000 without

final agreements.

In his address, the head of the

Romanian Orthodox Church recalled the

difficulties his Church experienced until

the end of "atheist totalitarianism" and

criticized the "competition" that is evident

at times "in relations between Christians,"

which has caused "disappointment" and

"mistrust."

However, Pa t r i a rch Teoc t i s t

confirmed his Church's determination to

work assiduously for "the unity of the

Church," as demonstrated by promising

plans for dialogue, which have developed

in his country.

John Paul II urged all Christians,

including Catholics, to make an

examination of conscience to see where

they have delayed or are delaying progress

toward full ecclesial unity.

The Pope made his appeal today in the

presence of Romanian Orthodox

Patriarch Teoctist, who ended his

weeklong visit to Rome by participating

in a eucharistic celebration presided over

by the Holy Father.

Orthodox and Catholics have been

divided since the schism of 1054, in which

Pope Leo IX and Patriarch Michael

Cerularius of Constantinople exchanged

e x c o m m u n i c a t i o n s . T h e

excommunications were lifted in 1965,

but both Churches have yet to attain full

communion.

"Through baptism we form part of the

one Body of Christ, but, unfortunately,

have we not, at times, rejected this

invitation?" the Pontiff asked in his

homily.

"Have we not, perhaps, torn the

Lord's seamless robe, by separating

ourselves from one another?" the Pope

continued. "Yes, our reciprocal division is

contrary to his will."

"To attain full communion, we must

overcome our slowness and smallness of

heart," John Paul II added. "We must

cultivate the spirituality of communion,

which is capable of regarding a brother in

the faith as someone who belongs to me."

John Paul II Urges
Christians to Examine

Conscience on Ecumenism
(Source: Zenit.org Oct. 13, 2002).

"We must nourish incessantly the

passion for unity," he said.

Patriarch Teoctist, who earlier had

delivered a homily under the Archangel

Michael's cupola, stressed similar words:

"The division, separation, isolation of

Christians among themselves are not ways

of witness of Christ, who prayed that all

might be one."

"The spiritual crisis of our time

requires that we rediscover the connection

between penance and conversion, or the

return to Christ, meek and compassionate,

on the one hand," the patriarch said, "and

the reconstruction of communion

between the Churches, on the other."

"Contemporary secularization is

accompanied by a fragmentation and an

impoverishment of the interior spiritual

life of man," the Orthodox leader said.

"Thus, secularization impoverishes

spiritual communion among Christians

even more. Hence, together we must unite

the quest for holiness of Christian life with

the realization of Christian unity."

The Romanian Orthodox Church is a

historical bridge between Catholics and

Orthodox. It is the only Latin country that

became part of the Orthodox realm after

the schism of 1054. The very etymology of

its name denotes nostalgia for its past,

linked to Rome.

Romania was the first Orthodox

country visited by the Pope, in May 1999.

Patriarch Teoctist's visit to Rome was in

gratitude for that papal visit.

In responding to the patriarch's

address, John Paul II said: "In celebrating

the authentic Eucharist according to their

respective traditions, the Catholic Church

and the Orthodox Churches already live a

profound communion, although it is still

not full."

"May the blessed day arrive soonest

when we will really be able to live our

perfect communion in fullness," the Pope

exclaimed.

Patriarch Teoctist and John Paul II

were able to share the Liturgy of the Word.

They also professed together the Nicene-

Constantinopolitan Creed, in Romanian,

in keeping with the liturgical formula of

the Byzantine Churches, demonstrating

that the fundamental theological problem

of the schism between the two Churches

has been surmounted.

But the two leaders separated for the

Liturgy of the Eucharist.

In the peace greeting, established by

the liturgy, the Bishop of Rome and the

bishop of Bucharest embraced, and, at the

end of the Mass, they blessed the

congregation together.
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A Tribute to Betty

Betty Fleming, a member of EIC for 20 years at least,

attracted people from many organisations to her Requiem at

St. John's Clifton Hill, on October 16. During the past decade,

Betty was bookkeeper and treasurer for our Commission and

for the Catholic Pastoral Formation Centre. She was a Minister

of the Eucharist and dedicated to parish life, as well as to

family. Her early church life included membership of The

Grail, the NCGM and YCW, Melbourne Catholic Club, and

she was associate of the Knights of the Southern Cross with

her husband Joe Fleming (long deceased). Friends came from

Probus Clubs, Australian Church Women, Victorian Council

of Churches, and the parishes of West Preston and Clifton Hill.

[Picture: Betty (on left) with Ecumenical friends!]

In the name of Allah, the Compassionate,

the Merciful. 'Relate in the Book (the story of)

Mary, when she withdrew from her family to a

place in the East. She placed a screen (to screen

herself) from them; then We sent her our

angel, and he appeared before her as a man in

all respects. She said: "I seek refuge from thee

to the Most Gracious: (come not near) if thou

dost fear Allah." He said: "Nay, I am only a

messenger from thy Lord, (to announce) to

thee the gift of a holy son. She said: "How shall

I have a son, seeing that no man has touched

me, and I am not unchaste?" He said: "So (it

will be): Thy Lord saith, 'that is easy for Me:

and (We wish) to appoint him as a Sign unto

men and a Mercy from Us': It is a matter (so)

decreed." So she conceived him, and she

retired with him to a remote place. And the

pains of childbirth drove her to the trunk of a
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palm-tree: She cried (in her anguish): "Ah!

would that I had died before this! would that I

had been a thing forgotten and out of sight!"

But (the child) cried to her from beneath her:

"Grieve not! for thy Lord hath provided a

rivulet beneath thee; "And shake towards

thyself the trunk of the palm-tree: It will let

fall fresh ripe dates upon thee. "So eat and

drink and be consoled. And if thou dost see

any man, say, 'I have vowed a fast to the Most

Gracious, and may not speak this day to any

mortal.'" At length she brought the (babe) to

her people, carrying him (in her arms). They

said: "O Mary! truly an amazing thing hast

thou brought! "O sister of Aaron! Thy father

was not a man of evil, nor thy mother a

woman unchaste!" But she pointed to the

babe. They said: "How can we talk to one who

is a child in the cradle?" He said: "I am indeed

a servant of Allah: He hath given me the Book

and made me a prophet; "And He hath made

me blessed wheresoever I be, and hath

enjoined on me Prayer and Almsgiving as

long as I live; "(He) hath made me kind to my

mother, and not insolent or unblessed. So

peace is on me the day I was born, the day that

I die, and the day that I shall be raised up to

life (again)"! Such (was) Jesus the son of

Mary: (it is) a statement of truth, about which

they (vainly) dispute. It is not befitting to (the

majesty of) Allah that He should beget a son.

Glory be to Him! when He determines a

matter, He only says to it, "Be", and it is. And

surely Allah is my Lord and your Lord,

therefore serve Him; this is the right path.'

Translation taken from 'Yusufali', with some

borrowing from 'Pickthal' and 'Shakir'.


