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The executive of the Council of Christians and Jews 
(Vic) wrote to the Imam of the Islamic Society of 
Victoria, after September 11, expressing: "our concerns 
for your people and our disquiet about the prejudice 
that some Australian citizens are displaying towards 
them."

In his gracious reply, the Imam, Sheikh Fehmi Naji 
El-Imam AM said:"thank you for your kind letter to 
express such beautiful words to our community in this 
turbulent period of our history. The Elixer of this life is 
to relate to harmony, tolerance and understanding 
between different people of different race, color and 
religion.

"Mutual respect has a sense of dignity, which we all 
enjoy, and request from each other.  We pray and hope 
that peace will overwhelm the whole world."

NCCA and Interfaith
Interfaith relationships have become a priority for 

the National Council of Churches of Australia (See 
their magazine, In Unity, July 2002).  General 
Secretary John Henderson writes under the heading 
Inter Faith: " Recent events have put the world's 
spotlight on religions, especially Islam, Judaism and 

Christianity. Governments and media have blamed 
religion for conflicts and tensions in a number of places 
in the world.  This view differs from that of the faith 
communities, who claim that others have manipulated 
religions for their own benefit."

"We have a chance to be a genuine multicultural 
example to the world.

"We have begun a series of interfaith discussions 
with the Australian Federation of Islamic Councils 
(AFIC), and the Executive Council of Australian Jewry 
(ECAJ) to build understanding and maintain practical 
ways of living together in Australia.

Action in Australia
"Two meetings have been held in Sydney, where all 

three bodies are based. There will be a third meeting 
soon, when a set of values, method and proposed 
outcomes will be established.  Four people from each 
community are involved so far:  The Christian group is 
the General Secretary, Ms Wendy Wilkie (Uniting 
Church), Sr. Trish Madigan (Roman Catholic Church), 
and Bishop Mar Zaia (Assyrian Church of the East). We 
would like In Unity readers to pray for continuing 
peace in Australia, and sound relationships that avoid 
typecasting and vilification.”

Prayers for Peace
Pray not for Arab or Jew for Palestinian or Israeli, But pray for yourselves 
that you may not divide them in your prayers but keep them together in your 
hearts (Palestinian Christian prayer)

O Lord Jesus, strengthen the love and commitment of your people in 
Jerusalem and the Middle East in this time of uncertainty and challenge.  
Let them never forget your promise 'Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to 
you' and 'Do not let your hearts be troubled, and do not let them be afraid."

WHAT ARE WE DOING
ABOUT INTERFAITH?

What's Inside ?



PEOPLE IN OUR PRAYERS
AND LIVES

Rev Brian Finnigan, consecrated 
Auxiliary Bishop of Brisbane on 8 April 
this year, has served as President and 
Secretary through many years with 
Ba l l a ra t  Diocesan  Ecumenica l  
Commission.  He was also a 
representative on the Victorian Council 
of Churches, a member of that 
Executive, and on the Faith and Order 
Commission of the VCC .His 
ecumenical spirit will be an asset in 
Brisbane and Queensland.

Rabbi Dr. John Levi, AM, has been 
made a life member of the Council of 
Christians and Jews, Vic. At the 2002 
Annua l  Genera l  Meet ing,  the  
chairman's report said:  "A   founding 
Father of the Council, an inaugural 
President, a wise adviser and he is 
unstinting in his support of us. His 
patronage is generous, stimulating and 
we are continually strengthened by his 
encouragement of us."

The VCC Executive has thanked 
some long serving members who have 
now moved to other tasks.  These 
include Bishop Andrew St.John 
(Anglican) and Rev. Margaret Blair 
(Uniting), both of whom were Vice 
Presidents; Caesar D'Mello of 
Christian World Service who has moved 
to the National Office in Sydney; Hal 
Bissett whose name has been linked 
with Ecumenical Housing for as long as 
anyone can remember.  We welcome 
Jeff Wild as the new director of the 
Victorian Office of Christian World 
Service. 

(-Fr. Peter Kenny, VCC President)

David Schütz, newly appointed 
Officer of Melbourne's Ecumenical 
and Interfaith Commission: A Self 
Introduction

A new face! Well, not entirely new, 
perhaps.  In working for the 
Commission, I am returning to a 
familiar field, although this time I am 
coming at it from the other side of the 
fence. For a number of years, I worked 
among the ecumenical community of 
Victoria as a representative of the 
Lutheran Church. I am very pleased 
now to be able to build upon these 
experiences as a Catholic ecumenist! 
My approach in ecumenical and 
interfaith relationships is the same now 
as then: to know and to be faithful to 
one's own religious identity, and from 
there to learn to know and respect the 
religious identity of others.

On the two days a week when I do 
not work for the Commission, I am 
employed as Music Coordinator for 
the Ringwood parish. I am married to 
Cathy Beaton (not "Mrs Schütz"), who 
works as Pastoral Assistant at St Paul's 
Lutheran Church, Box Hill. We have 
two young daughters, Madeline and 
Mia (that's Mia on my shoulders in the 
picture), and we all live together in a 
little house in Boronia. My educational 
tags include a BTh, BA, GradDipMin, 
and GradDipLIM. My particular 

interests include Liturgy (especially 
hymnody) and Church History, and I 
am, by profession, a librarian (LIM = 
L i b r a r y  a n d  I n f o r m a t i o n  
Management!).

I am very thankful to my 
predecessor, Paul Taylor, and his 
colleagues Brian Mills and Tim Priest 
for leaving the office in such spic-and-
span condition, with everything in its 
place and well ordered. This has made 
my task much easier.

Interfaith  in Melbourne 
(from  EIC meeting notes, 

l5 May):
A successful Christian-Moslem 

Dialogue Conference was held at the 
Clock Tower, Moonee Ponds, with a 
variety of speakers.

Sister Ishpriya, from India, a 
speaker on inter-religious dialogue 
between Christian and Eastern 
religions, had a successful visit.

Yasser Solomon, President of the 
Islamic Council of Victoria has 
extended a formal invitation for 
another meeting between Catholics 
and Moslems as happened in October 
last year in West Melbourne.

An interfaith gathering is being 
proposed at Siena College towards the 
end of October. 

Fr.Andrew Hamilton, SJ, has 
established a discussion group between 
young Catholics and Muslims.

Australian heads new
Rome Institute

Rome’s Gregorian University is 
opening an Institute for the study of 
Religions and Cultures, with Fr Daniel 
Madigan, an Australian Jesuit priest, as 
first president.

And the first student to enrol in the 
master’s degree program is likely to be 
a Muslim woman from Turkey, says Fr 
Madigan, who is an expert in Islamic 
studies.

He said the young woman began 
her studies at Gregorian last years.

English Ecumenist, Jesuit Fr Edward 
Yarnold, died late in July, after 21 years as 
a member of the Anglican-Roman 
Catholic International Commission 
(ARCIC). His obituary is to be in ‘Tablet’ 
of early August.

Bishop Alan Clark, first co-chairman 
of ARCIC, has died also, aged 82. Of 
Anglican parents who became catholics, 
his ecumenical backround helped ARCIC 
to produce documents on Eucharist, 
Ministry and Ordiantion, and Authority.

He was the first Catholic bishop to 
address the Church of England General 
Synod, and he helped Anglican clergy 
who wished to become Catholic



Cardinal Kasper on Reform,
Papacy and Orthodoxy

Cardinal Walter Kasper is 
someone all ecumenists-and all 
Catholics- should know. He is 
President of the Pontifical Council 
for the Promotion of Christian 
Unity. A recent article in the London 
Tablet (6th July 2002) gives an 
excellent insight into the life and 
thoughts of this key Catholic worker 
for Christian unity.

Cardinal Kasper is expected in 
Australia in August 2003 responding 
to an invitation to speak at the 
National Catholic Ecumenical 
Commissions biennial conference in 
Sydney and to give the Helder 
Camara lecture in Melbourne.

Here are a few quotes to tempt 
you to read the whole article from the 
Tablet.

"Variety is a sign of richness-not a 
mistake, failure or weakness," 
Cardinal Kasper explains in an 
English that has a heavy, but 
charming, German accent.  He 
pauses for a second-just time to smile 
quickly - then continues: "when one 
element or aspect becomes one-
sided, that is close to heresy. You 
cannot make a unilateral system of 
our faith, because faith is aimed at a 
mystery, and in mystery there are 
different aspects and approaches." 
His bottom line is this: "No one has 
the whole truth; that is only found all 
together."

Reform and change
"The Church always needs 

reform" he says in a matter-of-fact 
way, as if it were evident to the most 
contented Catholics. "The Church is 
the same, but the shape and 
expressions can and will change," he 
explains.  "I don't think changes 
come only from the top down, but 
must also come from the ground up. 
It's a discussion.  It must be. There 
must be  reinforcement, I think of 

synodal structures within our 
Church, not to deny the personal 
responsibility of the bishops and the 
Pope, but to move on step by step. I 
don't see any other way to proceed."

Papacy reform
Cardinal Kasper keeps in mind 

John Paul's l995 encyclical on 
ecumenism, Ut Unum Sint, where 
the Pope invites input from non-
catholic Christians on how to reform 
the papacy. "We have a lot of 
responses and have collected them in 
a huge pile!" the cardinal proudly 
announces. "We have made an 
analysis to all Churches and all 
federations of church communities 
in the world, especially to those who 
officially answered the request of the 
Pope.  And so, the debate goes on."  
And Cardinal Kasper thinks it looks 
promising.
"The Pope is no longer seen as the 
anti-Christ.  There have been some 
convergences, but still no consensus.  
We have to see how we can move 
forward. But, no question about it, 
there's a new atmosphere, a new 
climate, and a new openness," he 
says.

The Orthodox and  
culture

Cardinal Kasper admits his 
shortcomings as a Westerner in 
understanding the Eastern mentality. 
"With the Orthodox and the ancient 
Oriental Churches, the gap is not so 
much a dogmatic one; it's more a 
question of mentality or culture," he 
argues.  "It's a question between 
Western and Eastern Roman 
Empires.  The Berlin Wall collapsed 
but the cultural wall is still there to 
some degree,so we need to have a lot 
of patience."

But however depressing the 
situation with Orthodox, Cardinal 
Kasper remains an optimistic, cheery 

Walter Kapser was born on March 
5, 1933 in Heidenheim/Brenz, 
Germany. He was educated in 
Tübingen, where he studied 
philosophy and received a doctorate 
in theology, and later at the Münich 
seminary.

He was ordained to the priesthood 
on April 6, 1957. After a short time as 
vicar of the parish of the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus in Stuttgart, he became a 
member of the faculty at the 
Theological Seminary of Tübingen 
where he served until 1961. In 1961 
he became the assistant to Professor 
Dr. Leo Scheffczyk (who created 
Cardinal in the same consistory) and 
to Professor Dr. Hans Küng, in 
Tübingen. He was himself Professor 
of dogmatic theology in Münster 
from 1961, where he became Dean of 
the Theology faculty in 1969. In 
1970 he returned to Tübingen as 
Professor of dogmactic theoloy and 
dean of the Theological Faculty. 

In 1987, Professor Kasper was 
appointed bishop of Rottenberg-
Stuttgart (the diocese of his birth). 
He was consecrated on June 17, 
1989. In 1994 he became co-
president of the Catholic-Lutheran 
Commission, and was appointed 
secretary of the Pontifical Council for 
the Promotion of Christian Unity in 
March 16, 1999. His new work 
necessitated the resignation of his 
pastoral work in the diocese.

Bishop Kasper became Cardinal 
Kasper in February, 2001, when he 
received red biretta and deaconry of 
Ognigssanti in Via Appia Nuova. 
Since March 2001 he has served as the 
President of Pontifical Secretariat for 
the Promotion of Christian Unity.

Who is
Cardinal Kasper?

synthesizer. :”The Holy Spirit is 
always good for a surprise!” he says 
with a grin. 



FUNDAMENTALISM NEEDS
OUR FURTHER STUDY

"Fundamentalism, distressingly, is always with us," 
writes Fr. John Dupuche, our Commission member. 
Encarta Encyclopedia and the Internet on 
fundamentalism in Christianity, Judaism and Islam have a 
selection, which "do not pretend to be complete…(but) 
aim only to show some aspects of fundamentalism which 
have surfaced more recently in three great religious 
traditions…(they) invite us to conversion and a change of 
heart."

Some excerpts which may whet our appetite:

Christian Fundamentalism is rooted in l8th and l9th 
century American revivalism…its principal beliefs…held 
particularly by evangelical denominations until the 
middle of the l9th century.  As an organised, conservative 
movement it developed out of objections to: the 
historical-literary study of the Bible, known as the higher 
criticism; the attempts (still continuing) to reconcile 
traditional Christian beliefs and doctrines with 
contemporary experience and knowledge; and the 

acceptance of a scientific view of the world, particularly  
the popularisation of the theory of evolution. It lost 
momentum in the l930's but has since revived primarily 
in reaction to such contemporary theological movements 
as ecumenicity, neo-orthodoxy, and Modernism.

Jewish Fundamentalism not representative of Judaism 
as a whole, is the ideological basis of the settler movement 
in the West Bank and Gaza.  Israel Shahak and Norton 
Mervinsky in "Jewish Fundamentalism in Israel" debate 
the fundamentalist question.

Islamic Fundamentalim: Essentially urban, may be 
seen as a response to the problems of transition from 
traditional rural to modern urban economic and social 
structures. Doctrinally, it takes the form of hostility to the 
Western styles of the older secular political leadership.

(-Fr.John Dupuche, & excerpts from   "Fundamentalism" 
and  "Islamic Fundamentalism," Microsoft Encarta 
Encyclopedia 2000.

Religious Liberty Seen Improving Slightly Worldwide (Rome, July 1 2002) (Zenit.org)
Religious tolerance and dialogue is improving worldwide, but some countries are marred by intolerance, says Aid to 

the Church in Need 2002 report.

Luca Diotallevi, a professor of the University of Rome, highlighted four positive trends: increase of countries that 
adopt models of legislative protection for religious diversity; growth in the number of conversions; greater pluralism 
within religions;  and increase in sensitivity and relations among different religions.

The report gave details of countries which had areas of local conflicts, areas with restrictions on religious liberty, 
places of religious fanaticism, of strict religious controls, and places of strong fundamentalism.

Yet, in general it is possible to speak of a slight improvement in religious liberty in the world, officials said.

Church leaders
filing into 
St.Patrick's Cathedral,
Melbourne,
for Consecration of 
Bishop Mark Coleridge 
l9 June this year.



WHERE WE’RE GOING WITH THE ORTHODOX

Vic Unity, June 2000 newsletter of 
the VCC, allows us here to share 
something of their book review of  
'Beyond the East-West Divide, The 
World Council of Churches and the 
Orthodox Problem,'written by Anna 
Marie Aagaard & Peter Bouteneff.

Robert Gribben is the book 
reviewer. He is Professor of Worship 
and Mission in the Uniting Church 
Theological Hall, Melbourne, and a 
former General Secretary of the VCC. 
Some points from the Review are:

The WCC includes both Eastern 
and Oriental families of the Orthodox, 
a large spectrum of Protestants, but 
not full membership of Roman 
Catholics.  In Australia, however, "we 
have (happily) got used to Roman 
Catholics as full members of our 
councils." The presence of the principal 
Church of the west (RC) might help 
mediate some of the tensions between 
East and West (and it may exacerbate 
some too), but at the moment, the two 
major 'traditions'in the WCC are 
trying to sort their relationship out, 
Robert Gribben notes.

Cracks have appeared especially in 

ecumenical celebrations of the liturgy, 
as at   the Seventh WCC Assembly 
Eucharist and the pan-Orthodox 
celebration, so that at the Harare 
Eighth Assembly there was no single 
official Assembly eucharist, only 
celebrations by particular traditions 
according to their own rites. The 
Harare Assembly appointed a Special 
C o m m i s s i o n  o n  O r t h o d o x  
participation in the WCC. Its 
Australian member is Rev. Dr. D'Arcy 
Wood of the Uniting Church.

"Beyond the East-West Divide" is a 
summary of and contribution to the 
debate, with a 40-page essay from each 
author, and a concluding dialogue. 
"Not a comfortable read, but essential 
reading for both sides, Orthodox and 
Protestant, if we really want to 
understand each other," writes Robert 
Gribben.

"In some ways, the Orthodox have 
just found their voice in the modern 
arena, and it behoves the rest of us to 
listen carefully, and to respond only 
when we have really heard what our 
partners are saying. Some humility and 
healing will be required," the reviewer 
notes.

Rowan Williams, Archbishop of Canterbury:
An ecumenical tribute

" I have sat at the feet of Rowan Williams on several occasions over the last few years and never ceased to 
marvel at his extraordinary gift of communication and the depth of his wisdom and spirituality."

"Whether speaking on the writings of St. Teresa of Avila and St.John of the Cross, about whom he has 
intensive knowledge, or widely ranging over the Desert Fathers of the Anglican poets, he draws the listener into 
a special experience of the sacred and helps one appreciate the relevance to one's life.

"I suppose one should expect a Welshman to be something of a poet, but to find a distinguished theologian 
with both a poetic soul and a lively sense of humor is particularly heart warming and refreshing.

"Only a short time ago, during his most recent visit to Melbourne, we had the joy of his public conversation 
with Michael Leunig, our famous cartoonist, as they reflected on things of the Spirit.  May we hope that we will 
have many more such opportunities.”

(-Sr. Margaret Galvin, of EIC)

Rowan Williams becomes l04th Archbishop of Canterbury, spiritual leader of 70 million Anglicans 
and first Archbishop of Canterbury to come from outside England since the l6th century breakaway 
from Rome.  He became Archbishop of Wales in 2000, now Archbishop of Canterbury in 2002. 

Faith and Order 
Commission of the 
Victorian Council 

of Churches
T h i s  C o m m i s s i o n  i s  

preparing a 'Study Guide on 
Authority and the Christian 
Life' for use in parishes.  
P roposed  chapte r s  a re :  
In t roduc t i on ;  P l a c e  o f  
Scripture as authority for 
Christian living; Authority in, 
and of the early church; 
Leadership and organizational 
authority in our churches; 
Church, secular authority and 
conscience; Authority and 
power in pastoral relationships.

Each chapter will have an 
introductory paper and two 
response papers from members 
of other church traditions.  The 
booklet is aimed at promoting 
an awareness of the various 
dimensions of authority in the 
life of the Christian. It follows 
o n  t h e  r e c e n t  A RC I C  
document, 'The Gift of 
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For December 2002, the theme is 
Prayer (NMI #32-34).  EIC may help 
to organize an ecumenical prayer service 
of Readings and Carols in St. Patrick's 
Cathedral.  Participants could be drawn 
from different Traditions. The format 
could be based on an Advent Service of 
Prayers/Carols similar to that used by 
King's College,Cambridge.

Othe r  sugge s t i on s  to  l i nk  
Ecumenical Interfaith Prayer and 
Mission in the light of Novo Millennio 
Inuente (NMI) are being discussed as 
follows:

* A monthly ecumenical or interfaith 
activity should be proposed and 
publicized.
* One or two annual activities, of major 
significance, could be made a priority.
* The EIC website could offer short 
themes by specialists with homily 
notes.
* An item for Prayers of the Faithful 
could be made available monthly to the 
Archdiocese and parishes.
* Contribute to an Advent/Lenten 
study.
* Future editions of Ecumenical 

Bulletin will give details of EIC plans 
for 'Contemplate,'month by month.

Examples of major activities would 
include: Sponsor a Seminar day on an 
Ecumenical/Interfaith topic; promote a 
limited series of monthly lectures by 
local experts involving international 
visitor such as cardinal Walter Kasper in 
collaboration with suitable Diocesan 
Committee; develop 'Prayer Concerts' 
with focus on Archdiocesan groups 
such as youth.'

(-Dr.R.B.Johns & EIC “Contemplate-
Launch Out” sub-committee)

HOW CAN MELBOURNE EIC JOIN "CONTEMPLATE - LAUNCH OUT”?

Sunday, 18 August 2002, 2pm
“The Road to Refuge", Refugee & 
Migrant Sunday, Launch 2002

"Refugee & Migrant Sunday" is 
celebrated on Sunday 25 August 
2002 in churches across Australia

24 August: Living the Faith in a 
Multicultural Society (about l0 
Catholics & l0 Muslim people), 
following last year's theme of Journey.

October: Visit by Mgr. Michael 
Fitzgerald.

15-l7 November: VCC country 
meeting in Shepparton, where church 
is involved with refugees, including 
Afghans.

26 November: Joint meeting of 
various faiths at the Shiva Ashram, 27 
Tower Rd, Mt. Eliza, l0 am to 4 pm 
(ritual, presentations, discussion, 
meditation, shared meal).

1 December:  Ecumenical Carols at 
St. Patrick's Cathedral.

Holy Melbourne Annual 
Multi-Faith Concert 2002

8:15pm, Saturday 24th 
August, at the Melbourne Town 
Hall, Swanston Street. Free 
Admission.

Magnif icent  choirs  and 
chanting, utilising the grand 
concert organ… Baha'i, Buddhist, 
Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Koori, 
Muslim and Zoroastrian sacred 
music.

Organised by Unity in 
Diversity Events. Phone: 0414 
467 502.


