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With these words from his Letter to the
Ephesians the Apostle proclaims that Christ is
our peace. We are reconciled in him; we are
no longer strangers but fellow citizens with
the saints and members of the household of
God, built upon the foundation of the
apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself
being the cornerstone (cf. Eph 2: 19ff.). 

The implementation of this Conciliar
Decree desired by my Predecessor, Bl. Pope
John XXIII, and promulgated by Pope Paul
VI, has been one of the pastoral priorities of
my Pontificate from the outset. Since
ecumenical unity is not a secondary attribute
of the community of Christ’s disciples, and
ecumenical activity is not just some sort of
appendix added to the Church’s traditional
activity but is based on God’s saving plan to
gather all into unity, it corresponds to the
desire of our Lord Jesus Christ, who wanted
only one Church and on the eve of his death
prayed to the Father that they might all be
one.

The way of ecumenism is the way of the
Church; she is not a reality closed in on
herself but permanently open to the
missionary and ecumenical dynamic. 

The commitment to re-establishing full and
visible communion among all the baptized
does not apply merely to a few ecumenical
experts; it concerns every Christian, from
every Diocese and parish and from every one
of the Church’s communities. All are called to
take on this commitment and no one can
refuse to make his own the prayer of Jesus
that all may be one; all are called to pray and
work for the unity of Christ’s disciples. 

Today, faced with a world moving towards
unification, this ecumenical process is
particularly necessary, and the Church must
accept new challenges to her evangelizing
mission. The Council noted that the division
between Christians “scandalizes the world
and damages that most holy cause, the
preaching of the Gospel” (UR 1). Ecumenical
and missionary activity are therefore
connected. They are the routes that the
Church takes in carrying out her mission in
the world and are a concrete expression of
her catholicity. 

We are grateful to God to see that in recent
years many of the faithful across the world
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Pope John Paul II marked the 40th
Anniversary of the entry of the
Catholic Church into the
Ecumenical Movement with a
Vespers Liturgy on Saturday, 13

November 2004 to celebrate the
promulgation of the landmark Vatican II
Decree on Ecumenism, “Unitatis
Redintegratio”. Here is an edited version of
his homily on that occasion:

“But now in Christ Jesus you who once
were far off have been brought near in the
blood of Christ. For he is our peace” 
(Eph 2: 13ff.). 
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Christmas Greetings
to all Bulletin readers
Thank you to all those who have
contributed to the work of the
Commission during the year, and for
all you do in your private and public
lives to further the cause of
ecumenical and interfaith relations.
Pray for unity in the church and
peace among all people this
Christmas.

have been moved by an ardent desire for the
unity of all Christians. However, we have not
yet reached the goal of our ecumenical
journey: full and visible communion in the
same faith, the same sacraments and the
same apostolic ministry.

Sometimes it is not only
misunderstandings and prejudices that
persist, but also deplorable slowness and
closed-heartedness, and above all, differences
in faith that focus mainly on such topics as
the Church, her nature and her ministries.

40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
PROMULGATION OF THE VATICAN II 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 2 >

DECREE ON ECUMENISM
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Indeed, every day we discover and
experience the action and dynamism of the
Spirit of God, whom we rejoice to see at
work also in the Churches and Ecclesial
Communities that are not yet in full
communion with the Catholic Church. 

Rather than complaining about what is
not yet possible, we must be grateful for and
cheered by what already exists and is
possible. Doing what we can do now will
cause us to grow in unity and will fire us
with enthusiasm to overcome the
difficulties. 

A Christian can never give up hope, lose
heart or be drained of enthusiasm. The
unity of the one Church that already
subsists in the Catholic Church and can
never be lost is our guarantee that the full
unity of all Christians will also one day be a
reality. 

We must act as the Apostles did with
Mary, the Mother of God, after the Lord’s
Ascension; they gathered in the Upper
Room and prayed for the outpouring of the
Spirit (cf. Acts 1: 12-14). He alone, who is
the Spirit of communion and love, can give
us the full communion that we so ardently
desire. 

“Veni creator Spiritus!”. Amen. 

that the new wine of Christian holiness
comes to be mixed with the old wine of
sinfulness?). He ended with a strong call
for our focus to be always on “Jesus”. Dr
Stolz then preached on the reading from
Romans 3 on justification by faith, and
commented on how far Lutherans and
Catholics have come in our attitudes
toward one another, recounting stories
from his own life to illustrate this. 

After the service, the Lutheran hosts
served supper and we divided into 9
groups to discuss the issue of
Justification. To facilitate this, Fr Peter
Cross-a veteran of ecumenical dialogue in
Australia and internationally, and a one-
time member of the Australian Catholic
Lutheran dialogue-introduced the
Australian dialogue statement on
Justification, which was signed at the
same time as the International Joint
Declaration, and is a little simpler and
more straight forward in its presentation
(see the Commission Website for full
text). Each group was given a chapter
from this document along with questions
for reflection. Half an hour later, there
was reluctance to round this part of the
evening off, as all groups were deep in
discussion and discovery of one another’s
faith. Fr Peter and Dr David then spent
some time answering questions that had
arisen on such topics as the real presence
in the Eucharist, original sin and
concupiscence. One participant
commented that the mix of ages in the
discussions was as beneficial as the mix of
denominations.

Dr Stolz rounded the evening off with a
plea to young Catholics and Lutherans to
pick up the baton of the dialogue from
their elders, to inform themselves of
where the dialogue has come from and to
move it forward into the future. At the
end of the night, there was even the
suggestion that the Lutheran community
could be invited to attend the “six-thirty”
Catholic Youth Ministry holy hour in the
Cathedral one Thursday night to
reciprocate their kind invitation and to
continue the contact that was made on
this occasion.

Unfortunately, we have run up against new
problems that hinder our common witness,
especially in the area of ethics where further
differences are surfacing. 

I know well, as I explained in the
Encyclical Ecclesia de Eucharistia, that our
being prevented by all these reasons from
immediately taking part in the sacrament of
unity, sharing the Eucharistic Bread and
drinking from the common Cup at the table
of the Lord, causes much suffering and
disappointment.

None of this should lead to resignation;
indeed, on the contrary, it must spur us to
continue and to persevere in praying and
working for unity. Even if in all probability
the path that lies ahead is still long and
arduous, it will be full of joy and hope.

40th ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE PROMULGATION OF
THE VATICAN II 

DECREE ON ECUMENISM

< CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

An invitation was extended by
Dr David Stolz, the retiring
President of the Lutheran
Church of Australia (Victorian
District), for Catholic young

people and tertiary students to join with the
Lutheran Student Fellowship on the evening
of Sunday 17th October. The occasion for
the joint service was the 5th anniversary of
the signing, in Augsburg, Germany, of a
joint declaration on the doctrine of
Justification. This landmark document,
signed on October 31st, 1999 by Dr
Ishmael Noko of the Lutheran World
Federation and Cardinal Walter Kasper of
the Pontifical Council for the Promotion of
Christian Unity, effectively brought to a
close almost 500 years of division between
Catholics and Lutherans on the answer to
the question “How are we saved?”

Although the topic of Justification

perhaps does not sound very “sexy”, about
30 Catholics-both young and old-joined the
congregation of 50 or so Lutherans at St
John’s Church in Southgate for Evening
Prayer. This service demonstrated the
Lutheran love of music and singing, from
the use of chant, including contemporary
psalm and song settings, modern Catholic
songs and traditional Lutheran hymns,
musical accompaniment by both organ and
band, closing with a postlude from
Buxtehude!

Bishop Christopher Prowse became the
first Catholic Bishop in Victoria to preach
from a Lutheran pulpit. He preached on
Jesus’ prayer for unity from John 17, using
images of climbing a mountain (only to find
more mountains to climb), violin tuning
(searching for expressions truth in
dialogue), tapestries (with many different
colours woven in), and good wine (how is it

Cardinal
Cassidy with
General
Secretary of the
Lutheran World
Federation, Rev.
Ishmael Noko at
the signing of the
Declaration in
1999.

LUTHERAN-CATHOLIC CELEBRATION
OF THE 5TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE
JOINT DECLARATION ON THE DOCTRINE
OF JUSTIFICATION

How are
we saved? 
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On Saturday November
27, Pope John Paul II
returned the relics of
two former patriarchs
of Constantinople,

who had both borne the title “Doctor
of the Church”, to the current
Patriarch, Bartholomew I. The relics, of
St John Chrysostom and St Gregory
Nazianzus (“The Theologian”), were
stolen during the sack of
Constantinople by western Crusaders
exactly 800 years ago. 

The Ecumenical Patriarch, who had
requested the return of the relics when
he was in Rome for this year’s feast of
Saints Peter and Paul, travelled to
Rome to attend the mass during which
the relics were handed over. Sitting at
the Pope`s right-hand side,
Bartholomew lauded the handover.
“This fraternal gesture by the church
in Rome confirms that there are no
insurmountable problems in the
Church of Christ, when love, justice
and peace come together in a spirit of
reconciliation and the search for unity,”
he said. “To tear apart the church does
greater damage than heresy”, he
added, quoting Saint John
Chrysostom, one of the two saints. 

Pope John Paul has recently
endeavoured to improve long-hostile
relations between Rome and the
Orthodox Churches, which separated
in a schism in 1054, just 150 years
before the relics were stolen. In August

he had made a similar gesture toward
the Russian Orthodox Church in
handing back the icon of Our Lady of
Kazan, revered as sacred by the
Russians. Never-the-less, many feel
that the gesture failed to result in any
sign that the strained Orthodox-
Catholic relations were easing. The
return of these relics is a much greater
event-but the fact that they were in
Rome in the first place was itself an
ecumenical embarrassment. 

Vatican spokesman Joaquin Navarro-
Valls said the move was “not a
reparation nor a way for the pope to
ask pardon in the name of the Catholic
Church for taking the relics from the
Ecumenical patriarch during the
crusade in the 13th century”, but an “
expression of the sacred
communication that exists between the
Christian east and west.” 

The relics were carried in sealed
containers to Istanbul on a special
flight later on Saturday.

POPE MAKES BOLD
ECUMENICAL
GESTURE TOWARD
ORTHODOX ROME, NOV. 28, 2004 (Zenit.org):

Cardinal Edward Cassidy sees a sign of
hope in John Paul II’s handing over the
relics of Sts. Gregory Nazianzen and John
Chrysostom to Orthodox Patriarch

Bartholomew I. 
The 80-year-old retired president of the Pontifical

Council for Promoting Christian Unity spoke to
ZENIT about Saturday’s event in the context of the
Church’s work in ecumenism. 

Q: You have seen a lot of fluctuations during your
time working in the Roman Curia in the area of
ecumenism. How do you feel about the handing-over
ceremony of the relics of these saints? 

Cardinal Cassidy: Well, I think it’s a very
significant gesture on the part of the Holy Father. But
it also shows how our relationships have developed
over these years that we are able to have such a
function.

If you go back just a very short time to some of the
things that have happened – the Holy Year, for
instance, and then in this year, with the visit of the
patriarch in June and now again, coming for the
second time this year for this particular purpose – I
think it’s a sign of the new relationship which we
have established over the last 40 years of our work
for Christian unity. 

Cardinal: We still have many difficulties but these
are all signs that a great deal of progress has been
made. And they give us hope for the future. 

Q: What sort of progress has the Catholic Church
made in the area of ecumenism since the Second
Vatican Council? 

Cardinal: A tremendous amount certainly. I mean,
up until then, our attitude in general toward the
other Churches was that, well, “they could come
home any time they wished ... we were ready to
receive them.” 

The Vatican council radically changed that attitude
by saying: “No, we have to go out to our other
brothers and sisters because Christ wants the unity of
the Church.” 

We are bound, if we wish to be truly followers of
Christ, to work for unity. And this doesn’t just mean
leaving the door open but rather looking for ways to
go out and meet the others and to create a
relationship by which they are ready then to consider
the possibility of entering into full communion with
us.

Q: What has changed since you were working in
the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity.
Do you think relationships with other Churches are
improved? 

Cardinal Cassidy: Yes, there’s no doubt. But at the
same time we have to acknowledge that there has
been some difficulties and that there will continue to
be difficulties. 

We have had a lot of difficulty with the Russian
Orthodox Church over the past few years, for
instance, about various questions there, such as our
presence in Russia. 

However, then that can be balanced, if you will, by
a much better relationship with the Greek Church
than we had before. ... With the Serbian Church now
also, we are closer than we were five, 10 years ago. 

But though it is still not a simple path that we have
to walk, it’s truly a wonderful path – a path that the
Holy Father describes as one full of joy and hope.

From left: St John Chrysostom and
St Gregory the Theologian 

CARDINAL CASSIDY ON
THE RELIC HANDOVER

“SUBSTANTIAL PROGRESS”
MADE IN ORTHODOX RELATIONS

At a press conference on November 11, Mons. Eleuterio Fortino, under-
secretary of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity,
announced the Pope’s intention to return the relics. At the same time he
made the following comments:

“One of the most important elements of the decree “Unitatis
Redintegratio” (UR) — still valid, 40 years after its promulgation —, is that of
relations with the Orthodox Churches. The Council exhorted everyone, “but
especially those who intend to work in the re-establishment of the desired full
communion between the Eastern Churches and the Catholic Church” to give
“adequate consideration to the special condition of the birth and growth of the
Churches of the East and to the nature of the existing relations between the latter and
the See of Rome before the separation” (UR, 14). 

“Following this indication, relations have been established, in different times and
ways, and the same theological dialogue with all the Churches of the East, with the
Orthodox Churches and the ancient Churches of the East, or those antecedent to the
Council of Chalcedon. The Holy Father made a general evaluation in the encyclical
“Ut Unum Sint” (UUS). On the dialogue with the Orthodox Churches, he wrote:
“With a positive spirit, basing ourselves on everything we have in common, the
Mixed Commission (of theological dialogue) has been able to make substantial
progress” (UUS, 59). With reference to the dialogue carried out with the Ancient
Churches of the East, he affirmed: “In regard to the traditional controversies on
Christology, the ecumenical contacts have made possible essential clarification so as to
allow us to confess together the faith that is common to us” (UUS, 63).”



The Australian Evangelical Alliance
Inc. is a national fellowship of
individuals, churches and
organisations. Its aim is to be a
catalyst for Christian unity,

cooperation and mission, and it has been
operating in Australia since 1959. AEA is
affiliated with the World Evangelical Alliance, an
international fellowship embracing more than
150 million Christians in 110 countries. They
recently sent out the following press release. We
strongly urge you to look up the statement on
their website as it serves as a useful balance to
much that has been said in public of the way in
which Evangelical Christians approach Islam.

PRESS RELEASE 
With ‘Islamic’ terrorism taking place

throughout the globe and with ‘Christian’
nations involved militarily in the Middle East
relationships between Christians and Muslims in
all parts of the world have become more
difficult. In Victoria the case concerning religious
vilification currently before the Victorian Civil
and Administrative Tribunal has also been
unsettling. For this reason the Evangelical
Alliance has prepared a statement concerning
the principles involved in Christian – Muslim
relationships. 

The statement emphasises that, whatever else
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is needed, Christians need to do as Jesus said and
love Muslims just as they love each other.
Christians believe that the meaning of life is to be
found in God’s unconditional love known in Jesus
Christ and that the most fundamental
characteristic of love is to seek the good of the
other. 

The statement points to the varied
interpretations of both Christianity and Islam and
defends the right of people to be involved in
vigorous debate concerning them. It calls on
people not to misrepresent positions, distort facts,
be one-sided, ignore contextual differences, or
over-generalize. It notes that global issues cannot
be entirely separated from local discussions and
hopes that both Muslims and Christians will
work to persuade their own communities of faith
of the need for peaceful relationships and
religious liberty, and for the need to bring to an
end the religious injustice, discrimination and
persecution which is a reality of the world in
which we live. 

The statement regrets the over-use of the law
where this inhibits the free discussion of the
religious and moral viewpoints of the various
interpretations of Islam and Christianity. 

The statement is available on the EA web-site:
www.evangelicalalliance.org.au Queries on the
statement should be directed to Dr Brian Edgar
on 9890 0633 or brian@evangelicalalliance.org.au 

The largest attendance-ever celebrated the launch of the
new-look Gesher at Toorak Uniting Church on 14
October. Gesher (Hebrew word for ‘bridge’) is the official
annual journal of the Council of Christians and Jews in
Victoria.

At the launch, retiring CCJ chairman Mr Michael Cohen, a Jew,
introduced his successor, Mr Bill Clancy AM. Mr Clancy, a well-known
Melbourne lawyer, is the first Catholic to hold this position. 

Head of the Lutheran Church in Victoria and Tasmania, Dr David
Stolz, one of the Council’s presidents up to the time of his retirement
several weeks later, launched the journal. He praised both the

Isik College, a school established and
managed by Melbourne’s Turkish
community (many of whom were at
the Central Hall Iftar on November
10th), was attacked in an act of arson

that saw half of the primary school facilities
burn to a rubble in the early hours of the
morning of November 11th. The college has
and continues to be a key supporter and
sponsor of the AIS (Australian Intercultural
Society) and their interfaith and cross cultural
activities, events and programs. In a press
statement, Mr Orhan Cicek said: 

“This ugly attack of racism and resultant
arson was not an attempt to isolate Isik
College and its stakeholders. Instead it was
an attack attempting to destroy harmony in
Australia and the dialogue and cooperation of
multicultural faith communities that has
flourished so peacefully in recent times. Our
good willed, sincere friends and ambassadors
of multifaith relations have inundated Isik
College management with support and
solidarity letters, flowers and personal visits
since the horrid incident. Special thanks
must be directed to the Temple Beth Israel
Synagogue and Rabbi Fred Morgan and his
congregation for their prayer session during
Saturday’s Sabbath service.”

Among many other leaders of faith
communities in Melbourne, the statement
thanked Archbishop Denis Hart and Bishop
Chris Prowse, Fr John Dupuche and Stewart
Sharlow for sharing the pain with them
during this emotional period.

2005 edition of Gesher launched
ecumenical and inter-faith themes in its pages.

Dr Morna Sturrock, the journal’s first Christian editor, has led a
small publishing committee over the past year, during which its
members agreed that Education in all its forms should henceforth be
a principal theme.

For the first time, Gesher can now be purchased in selected secular
and theological bookshops at $5 per copy. These include the Catholic
Bookshop, the Victiorian Council of Churches Bookshop, Unichurch
Books and Anglican Media, all in the City.

Further details are available at Shalom, the CCJ office in Kew,
phone  9817 3848.

From far left:

Cover of this
year’s Gesher.

Mr Bill Clancy,
Rev. Dr David Stolz, and
Dr Morna Sturrock

AUSTRALIAN EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE RELEASES 
STATEMENT ON MUSLIM/CHRISTIAN RELATIONS

COLLEGE FIRE ON THE
NIGHT OF THE IFTAR
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Each evening during the month of
Ramadan, with the eating of a
date and a sip of water from a
glass, devout Muslims all over the
world break the total fast from

eating and drinking which they have been
observing since sunrise. The “iftar” – or
“breakfast” meal-is an occasion for family and
friends to gather together in hospitality and
renewal. 

During Ramadan 2004, many took the
opportunity to further interfaith dialogue by
holding inter-faith “iftars”-the Arabic name
for the evening “break-fast”. Such events were
held at such varied places and under the
auspices of such varied organisations as
Parliament House, Melkite-Greek Catholic
Diocese in Australia, the Catholic parish of
Beumaris/Black Rock and the Victorian
Council of Churches.

This year, for the first time, the Catholic
Archdiocese of Melbourne hosted an Iftar in
Central Hall in Brunswick. We have collected
together several reactions and reports from
those who attended.

Sahndra Nelson, from St Joseph’s Parish in
Boronia, reports:

“It was an absolute privilege to attend the
Iftar Meal co-hosted by the Melbourne
Catholic Archdiocese and the Australian
Intercultural Society on Wednesday 10
November at Central Hall Catholic
University. It is the first time such a gathering
has been arranged.

“In Central Hall we sat at tables of twelve,
where we had an opportunity to meet and
talk with those of the Muslim faith who are
currently fasting in the holy month of
Ramadan. Parallels were drawn between
Muslims and Christians with regard to the
Month of Ramadan and the Season of Lent.
Much good conversation and laughter
accompanied the delicious meal which was
obviously prepared and served with much
joy and care.

“The Sufi Children’s Choir sang and the
Australian Sufi Music Group played the most
evocative music. Bishop Prowse spoke of his
own experience in the journey of interfaith
dialogue. It was moving to be present as Mr
Orhan Cicek and Bishop Prowse exchanged
Holy Books.

“Amid the prayers expressed was one that
sharing the “break-the-fast” meal will deepen

INTERFAITH FEATURE

the esteem and solidarity our communities
have for each other here in Melbourne. My
experience was of a warm, welcoming
hospitable spirit which enfolded the evening,
providing an opportunity for all 250 present to
gather together as sons and daughters of
Abraham. I’m grateful to those who provided
the opportunity for this occasion, and look
forward to more situations where we can meet,
listen, question, share.”
Kate Canty, whom Sahndra invited to come
with her, has written:

“It was a banquet, prefiguring the Lord’s
banquet when His Kingdom comes. There
were tables prepared for us, twelve in number
at each. Just the right number to represent all
God’s People. 

“God is good. There is no God but God
proclaimed its start. Jewish skull caps, Moslem
scarves and Bishop’s purple mingled together.
Acknowledging commonalities and respecting
differences. Lent and Ramadan were
proclaimed. Holy Books were exchanged and
reverently kissed. Turkish love songs pointed
to God’s love for us. Sufi music rose and fell in
cadenced meditation. It was a wedding
banquet. The Bride and Groom made an
ongoing commitment of hope, to live out the
covenant, so that all Abraham’s children may
grow in peace .

“Please God it happens every year.”

Riad Galil, a Muslim member of the Knox
Interfaith Network, writes:

“My wife and I were delighted to share Iftar
with our Catholic friends.  We stayed longer
than anticipated as an interesting and
stimulating conversation ensued. Hope there
would be more gatherings with same spirit in
near future.”

Joan Clements, Executive Secretary of
Catholic Adult Education Melbourne, writes:

“Having gone with slight feelings of
apprehension mixed with excitement, and on
finding when we arrived that I was not even
seated with my husband, but at a table of
people none of whom I knew, I had a
wonderful evening.  I sat at a table with 3
Jews, 5 Muslims and 2 other Catholics.  The
official part of the evening was informative and
friendly and the sharing at the table was warm
and generous.  It really taught my heart what
my head had always known - that we are all
part of the human family.  My husband was
sitting next to the Principal of the college in
Broadmeadows which was the victim of an
arson attack later that night - we felt an
immediate and personal sense of outrage on
hearing of the attack.”

Dr Max Stephens, a member of our
Commission, writes:

“I was seated with players of the Sufi
orchestra that performed later in the evening.
They were quite happy chatting to each other
– mostly in Turkish.  Several were not
confident speaking in English. But they were
very interested to talk to me about living and
working in Australia, and the difficulties of
bringing up their children in “two cultures” as
one of the men said. By the end of the night, I
had heard them play and knew who they were.
Leaving to go home, I said goodnight to one of
the men using his full Turkish name. He was
completely surprised that I had remembered it
and knew how to pronounce it. Smiling, he
asked “How could you know?”. We had been
on a small journey of understanding.”

Fr John Dupuche, Chair of the Archdiocesan
Catholic Interfaith Committee, also reported
that “during the course of the meal (which was
halal), awards were given to persons who have
distinguished themselves in the work of
interfaith relations, among whom Fr. Perter
Kenny EV, Chair of the Ecumenical and
Interfaith Commission, for the constant
support he has given to interfaith activity.”

Mr Peter Casamento was the official
photographer of the evening. If you wish to
view or purchase pictures from go to
http://www.casamento.biz/iftar/ . This site will
remain active for about 10 months.

INTERFAITH RAMADAN
IFTARS CELEBRATED IN
MELBOURNE

A date
and a sip
of water

Above: Muslim guests at the Iftar breakfast.

Bishop Chris Prowse
with Mr Orhan Cicek
of the AIS

Lenyce Willason and
Islamic Council of
Victoria President
Yasser Soliman
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wish to sponsor her financially and with
prayer. If you believe this is something you
could do, please contact me at the
Commission Office. David (9926 5708)

Nungalinya College’s Vision
• A Registered Training Organization
• Providing sound training 
• For Indigenous people 
• In a Christian context

Nungalinya College is
• 30 years old
• Indigenous 
• Australia wide
• Anglican, Catholic,
• Uniting Church, 
• Other (Lutheran, Pentecostal, Baptist)

Nungalinya College is People being 100%
Aboriginal and 100% Christian

100%!

Top row from left: Anglican priest Peter Gundu and Maritja (far right) of Numbulwar, Chairman Galiliwa and his wife.

Second row from left: Murray Seiffert and Joy Sandefur, Nungalinya Rock, after which the College is named, is an island
off the shore of Darwin, Nungalinya trains people for ministry.

Above from left: Catholic lecturer and librarian Lorraine Erlandson and (above) Catholic Principal Dawn Cardona.

Left: Yulki Virginia and Galiliwa.

Bottom row from left: Lecturer Malveena Welsh, A scene from the College Campus, Sr Mary Louise Slattery 
and far right Lecturer Gamiritj Gurrawiwi.

NUNGALINYA
COLLEGE:
TRAINING
INDIGENOUS PEOPLE
FOR MINISTRY

Mr Murray Seiffert,
Administrator and lecturer
at the ecumenical
Nungalinya College in
Darwin described the

college as “100% Aboriginal and 100%
Christian.” He was speaking as the guest
speaker at the annual “Friends of
Nungalinya” lunch at St John’s Lutheran
Church in Southgate on Thursday 18th
November. These pages are a gallery of
images and information about the College. 

In particular, Murray drew to my
attention the needs of a young staff member,
Lorraine Erlandson. Previously employed as
the College library technician, she has been
training and working as a lecturer at the
College since the Government funding for
the library position was withdrawn.
Lorraine is a Catholic and acclaimed by all
as a gifted teacher of the faith. Murray asked
me whether there might be any Catholic
individuals, parishes or groups who may
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As each of you sit reading your
copy of the Ecumenical and
Interfaith Bulletin, glass of
champagne in one hand, and
Chrissy cake in the other, please

remember that for many of you this journal
continues to be a gratis gift which you receive
from the Commission-or rather, from the
good people of the Melbourne Archdiocese. 

If you are able to part with a $10 donation
for your subscription to the Bulletin, it will go
a long way toward ensuring this publication
continues to arrive-not just at Christmas-but
three times a year in your letter box. Just

Tis the season togive generously!
send a cheque made out to Ecumenical and
Interfaith Commission to Box 146 East
Melbourne 8002 VIC.

For those of you who really like a totally
free gift, and have access to the Internet, we
remind you that viewing the Bulletin on our
Website is costs you nothing and us next-to-
nothing! So if you would like to convert your
hard-copy subscription into a Web
Subscription, just email David at
ecum@melbourne.catholic.org.au . Remember
also that a fortnightly Email News bulletin
(also free) is available to keep you up to date
between Bulletins.

I enclose $10.00 for one 12 month subscription (3 issues)
(cheques made out to Ecumenical and Interfaith Commission)

Name: Phone:

Address:

Email Address (for information):

Nungalinya College Board
75% Indigenous; Anglican, Catholic
and Uniting Church
Chairman – Galiliwa
from Numbulwar 

Current Nungalinya Programs
Family & Community Services
Certificate 1 & 2 
Theology Cert. 3 & Diploma 
Textile Arts Certificate 2 (closing)
Youth Training Certificate 1
Cross-cultural Courses

Nungalinya College Staff
Principal – Dawn Cardona
Academic Dean – Murray Seiffert
Indigenous teachers – Malveena Welsh,
Lorraine Erlandson, Gamiritj Gurrawiwi
Victorians – Murray Seiffert, Maurice
Heading, Graeme Vines,  Joy Sandefur 
Indigenous teachers – Lorraine
Erlandson (Librarian, come lecturer),
Malveena Welsh, Gamiritj Gurrawiwi

Nungalinya Supporters
• Church Missionary Society
• Catholic Congregations and Missions 
• Bible Societies and other church
bodies
• Bush Church Aid Society
• Anglican Board of Missions (Aust.)
• Parishes and People
• Government [with tight restrictions]
• Aid agencies and philanthropic trusts
The Rev. Peter Gundu and Maritja
Numbulwar – Church of the Holy
Spirit Yulki, Virginia and Galiliwa

Educational Challenges
• Keeping courses relevant to the needs

of communities and their churches 
• Western culture foreign to most

students
• Major barriers of language

and literacy
• Few jobs in communities 
• Students from very different
communities

A vibrant College responding to:
• Changing needs of Indigenous 

people
• Living within our budget
• Changes in Government support

& demands
• UCA/Congress discussions
• Independent Indigenous churches

You can help
• Pray for the needs of  the College 

and its people
• Keep an interest; 

send encouraging letters
• Volunteer
• Help to raise funds

(all donations are tax-deductible)
– general funds
– special projects

Following a very successful joint
meeting earlier year at the
Uniting Church offices in Little
Collins Street, it was thought
that it was time for the

Commission to return the invitation and
ask the UCA-Victorian Synod Ecumenical
Relations Committee to meet with us for
a meal and discussion at the Cardinal
Knox Centre. So, on October 20th, both
groups met first for separate business
meetings, and then came together for a
meal of pizza, lasagne and salad followed
by cheese cake and coffee. 

Thus fed and watered (or, rather,
wined) we settled down to discuss the
issue “What unites us as
Catholics/Uniting”? The aim of the
discussion was not so much what united
Catholics to Uniting and vice versa, but
rather what forces within our
communities acted for unity and what
forces tended to create disunity. We
asked each other how unity was
maintained, especially in the face of
disputes, and what degree of diversity
was acceptable or even encouraged
within our churches. Finally we looked
at ways in which communion is
expressed-between congregations,

synods/dioceses, the national church and
even international relations. 

The evening was very fruitful, attended
by about 12 people from the Uniting
Church and 9 from our Commission. Dr
Glenn Morrison, an observer on our
Commission who has just been
appointed to a Systematics lectureship at
Notre Dame in Perth, later made the
following comments:

“I really enjoyed the open forum with
the Uniting Church members. I think it
was very constructive to the extent of
going beyond dialogue in the sense that
both sides were quite personal about
issues. Many seemed to show much
interest in leaning about aspects of the
Catholic Faith and life.

“I sat at a table with three Uniting
Church members which helped to open
my understanding of what especially
members of the Uniting Church like to
talk about. They brought up the topics of
social justice in Australia and overseas
and how at times they feel it is a deep
challenge to be responsible.  They spoke
of their mission experiences in Africa,
visiting Churches and assessing the
situation.  Also, they spoke with much
enthusiasm and passion about studying
in Israel, doing courses at the St. Georges
Institute which grounds the Bible in
history. Another Uniting Church man I
spoke with talked of the need for
spiritual fasting as a vocation for society.

“It was a great meeting that certainly
sows seeds of trust and openness.”

UNITING CHURCH
ECUMENICAL COMMITTEE
MEETS WITH COMMISSION
ON CATHOLIC GROUND
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NEWS FEATURE

These provocative words are
embedded in the opening
paragraph of the Decree on
Ecumenism, issued 40 years ago
this November. The Ecumenical

and Interfaith Commission decided to mark
the event with a symposium on the Catholic
Church’s entry into and involvement in the
ecumenical movement. The most
appropriate way to do this, we thought, was
ecumenically!

So on Sunday November 28th, at the
Thomas Carr Centre in Victoria Pde, we
gathered to hear Archdeacon Philip
Newman (Anglican) and Rev. Professor
Norman Young (Uniting) respond to a
keynote paper given by Fr Peter Cross. Peter
is a local giant in the field of ecumenical
dialogue, having served not only on several
Australian dialogue teams, but also on the
very significant ARCIC dialogues between
the Catholic Church and the Anglican

ecumenical relations with Catholics since
the promulgation of the decree.
Archbishop Frank Little was then invited
to speak on his personal experience of
Archbishop Knox’s implementation of the
Decree in Melbourne, and his own work
in following it up over the next few
decades.

Maureen Postma, the General Secretary
of the VCC, and Fr Peter Kenny,
Chairman of the Ecumenical and
Interfaith Commission, were then invited
to join the speakers to form a panel to
answer questions from the participants.
The discussion was extremely fruitful, and
could have gone on for much longer had
it not been for our late start (the Red Bull

Billy Cart races were
held that day in East
Melbourne, and there
was no parking for
miles around).

Fr Denis Stanley led
us in closing worship
which included a
resounding singing of
“The Church’s One
Foundation” and a
reading from
Revelation Chapter 7.

Despite the parking
difficulties, the

seminar was attended by about 50 people,
both Catholic and other Christians, and all
highly involved and experienced in
ecumenical activities. In themselves, these
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people were signs of the success of the
ecumenical endeavour in Melbourne. 

We will shortly publish Father Peter’s
paper, together with Norman Young’s
response and Archbishop Little’s reflections,
on our website at
www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/eic
under News and Events.

Communion. He spoke on the roots and
background of the Vatican II decree, and on
its acceptance and future directions.
Norman Young gave a very deeply
considered response with a number of
challenges for Catholic ecumenists. After a
break for afternoon tea, Philip Newman
responded with his own reflections of the
many changes that have taken place in

LOCAL CELEBRATIONS OF THE 40TH ANNIVERSARY
OF THE DECREE ON ECUMENISM

CONTINUED BELOW

CONTINUED FROM ABOVE

Fr Peter Kenny,
Chairman of the
Ecumenical and
Interfaith Commission.

“One Church and One Church Only”?

Email News
You are reminded that regular news updates on
local and international ecumenical and interfaith
events can be received regularly by becoming a
subscriber to Email News. This is a free service,
so why not avail yourself of it? Email David at
ecum@melbourne.catholic.org.au


