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CHRISTMAS 
GREETINGS TO ALL 
OUR READERS

During these days when the Christian 
Church celebrates the birth of Jesus, 
the members of the Ecumenical and 
Interfaith Commission extend good 
wishes and prayers for peace and 
blessing to all our readers. May the 
wonder of this holy time touch the 
hearts of all, so that there may be both 
Glory to God in heaven and peace to 
people of goodwill upon earth.

Behold the Father is his daughter’s son,
The bird that built the nest is hatched 
therein,
The old of years an hour has not outrun,
Eternal life to live doth now begin,
The Word is dumb, the mirth of heaven doth 
weep,
Might feeble is and force doth faintly creep.

- ROBERT SOUTHWELL

It has been the custom for some 
time for the Australian Catholic 
Bishops’ Conference Committee 
for Ecumenical and Interfaith 
Relations to host a biennial 

conference for the personnel of all 
Australian diocesan ecumenical and 
interfaith commissions. Another 
conference was due this year, however 
the ACBC committee determined that 
it would support and fund State based 
conferences for in 2005. 

To this end, a Victorian Diocesan 
Ecumenical and Interfaith 
Commissions Conference was held 
at the Pallotti Conference Centre, 
Millgrove, from 7:00pm Friday 
16th September to 5:00pm Saturday 
17th September, 2005. Millgrove is 
near Warburton in the hills on the 
eastern periphery of the Melbourne 
Archdiocese, so the meeting also had 
an atmosphere of a “retreat”. 

Our guest speaker for this event 
was Dr Gerard Kelly, who addressed 
us on Friday night and on Saturday 
morning. He spoke about the 
theological and practical issues 
surrounding ‘covenanting’, both as an 
ecumenical method in itself, and with 
application to the National Council 
of Churches in Australia Covenant 
(to which the Catholic Dioceses of 
Australia are signatories).

VICTORIAN CATHOLICS GATHER FOR 
ECUMENICAL AND INTERFAITH CONFERENCE  
AT PALLOTTI COLLEGE

Our own local expert, Dr John 
Dupuche, added an interfaith 
component to the conference by 
introducing the draft guidelines 
for interfaith involvement which 
are currently being produced by 
the Catholic Interfaith Committee 
of Melbourne, and also presenting 
the Victorian Council of Churches 
“Guidelines for Multi-faith 
Gatherings”.

On Saturday afternoon the 
meeting broke into two groups, 
one to continue the Ecumenical 
discussion and one to converse 
on Interfaith matters. Brief reports 
from each major group present 
concluded the day. The response to 
both speakers was excellent. Much 
interest was aroused and most went 
home with renewed energy and 
interest.

The Conference provided the 
37 participants with the chance 
to meet and talk with members 
of diocesan Ecumenical and 
Interfaith Commissions and 
their subcommittees, Catholic 
representatives on the Victorian 
Council of Churches and its 
commissions, one diocesan bishop 
(Bishop Peter of Ballarat), and other 

Angel from St Patrick’s Cathedral Melbourne 
Christmas Crib. Carved in limewood, Austrian 
Tyrol, about 1930.
 
Photograph by Ramesh Weereratne 
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LOCAL ECUMENICAL NEWS

The sudden death of Brother 
Roger of Taize in August 
was a shock to the whole 
ecumenical community. 
Brother Roger, the founder 

of the Taize community, had been an 
inspiration for many decades to those 
committed to the goal of full visible 
unity among Christians. Brother 
Roger’s funeral service at Taize was 
presided over by Cardinal Walter 
Kasper. An estimated 12,000 attended 
the funeral mass.

In Melbourne, the Christian 
community came together in its 
grief to mark his passing with an 
ecumenical Taize-style memorial 

prayer service on Friday 26th of 
August. About 500 people attended. 
A small but enthusiastic impromptu 
choir led the service with musicians on 
piano and violin. Moments of silence, 
meditation, scripture and prayer were 
interspersed with songs and chants 
from the Taize community.

MELBOURNE MEMORIAL SERVICE FOR BROTHER ROGER
Brother Roger 
outside Taize

Left: The altar at St Paul’s Cathedral decorated 
for the Memorial Service; Above: Anglican and 
Catholic clergy and religious gathered at St Paul’s 
Cathedral for Brother Roger’s Memorial Service.

Our thanks goes to Rev. Anne 
Wenzel, the precentor of St Paul’s 
Cathedral, and to Archdeacon Philip 
Newman, the President of VCC, 
for assisting David Schütz with the 
organization of this event.

“FRÈRE SCHUTZ IS 
“SPEAKING TO US 
FROM ON HIGH” 

At the meeting with leaders of 
other Christian Churches and 
Communities in Cologne, Pope 
Benedict made the following “off-
the-cuff” comment:

“I would like to remember the 
great pioneer of unity, Bro. Roger 
Schutz, who was so tragically 
snatched from life. I had known 
him personally for a long time and 
had a cordial friendship with him. 

“He often came to visit me 
and, as I already said in Rome 
on the day of his assassination, 
I received a letter from him that 
moved my heart, because in it he 
underlined his adherence to my 
path and announced to me that he 
wanted to come and see me. He 
is now visiting us and speaking to 
us from on high. I think that we 
must listen to him, from within we 
must listen to his spiritually-lived 
ecumenism and allow ourselves 
to be led by his witness towards 
an interiorized and spiritualized 
ecumenism.”

ECUMENICAL AND INTERFAITH COMMISSION (EIC)
383 Albert Street, (PO Box 146), East Melbourne, Victoria 3002. Tel: 9926 5708 Fax: 9926 5617 
Email: ecum@melbourne.catholic.org.au  Website: www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/eic

bulletinINSIDE THIS ISSUE

Local Ecumenical News     2-3

Local Interfaith News         4

Local Commission News        5

Local Interfaith News      6-7

International News       10

Book Review        11

Diary Notes and Coming Events     12



ECUMENICAL AND INTERFAITH BULLETIN 3

LOCAL ECUMENICAL NEWS

EVANGELICAL AND  
PENTECOSTAL MEETING

On the 18th November 2005, the Commission 
held its first meeting over lunch in the Thomas 
Carr Centre with Christians from churches 
commonly identified as “Pentecostal” or 
“Evangelical”. 

These two Christian groupings are similar in many ways, 
but are not represented by any one institutional church and 
are rarely involved in mainstream ecumenical dialogue. In 
fact, the Catholic Church has no national dialogue with 
these groups, as it does with Anglicans, Lutherans and 
Uniting Christians. 

It is also acknowledged that historically these Christians 
have made negative judgments about “the Church of 
Rome”, as we have of them. Nevertheless, international 
dialogues between the Vatican and these Protestant groups 
have shown that there is common ground between us. 
We share common ethical concerns on issues of life, 
family and marriage; common doctrinal convictions 
such as the authority of Scripture, the Virgin birth and 
bodily resurrection of Jesus; and common concern for 
evangelisation. 

The purposes of these meetings will be to build bridges 
of understanding and cooperation, and to open doors for 
future relationships. Three more meetings are planned over 
the next 12 months. 

The first meeting was a very congenial (and at times 
jovial) lunch in which we planned for the future 
engagements. The topics for the next two meetings are 
to be: 1) Prayer and our relationship with Jesus, and 2) 
Evangelisation and our impact on society.

Participants in the Catholic/Evangelical and Pentecostal meeting.



could be advanced in Melbourne. 
The groups were facilitated by two 
co-chairs, one Catholic, and the 
other of another religion:  
Jewish, Muslim, Buddhist or Hindu. 
At the end of the workshops, 
Fr John Dupuche, Swami 
Sannyasanand (Yogi) and Ven. 
Lobsang Tendar (Tibetan Buddhist) 
conducted a closing ritual of 
meditation.

A transcript of Julian Burnside’s 
address for the day is being 
prepared. We also have a sound 
recording available on CD. Please 
phone or email our office for either 
of these.

Photographs of the day can 
be viewed on Peter Casamento’s 
website (and purchased from him) 
http://www.casamento.biz/interfaith/ 
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LOCAL INTERFAITH NEWS

SEMINAR FOR THE 
40TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE DECLARATION 
“NOSTRA AETATE”

This Seminar took place at 
the Thomas Carr Centre 
in Victoria Pde on Sunday 
13th November to mark 
the 40th anniversary of the 

landmark Vatican II declaration on 
the Church’s relation to non-Christian 
religions. About 120 people made up 
the crowd at this event, comprising 
a goodly number of younger people 
(something which indicates the 
contemporary interest in interfaith 
relations) and a sizable number of 
guests from other religions (especially 
Buddhist and Hindu, but also Jewish 
and Muslim). 

Bishop Christopher Prowse began 
by welcoming all participants, and 
stressing that the development of 
interfaith relations is a central part 
of the Church’s mission. As radical 
as it may seem for the Church to 
reach out in friendship to other 
faiths, interreligious dialogue is 
“mainstream”, not peripheral to the 
Church’s agenda.

The main speaker for the day was 
the well known human rights lawyer, 
Julian Burnside QC. Julian graciously 
gave his time to address us, choosing 

as his topic a comparison of the 
political and religious tensions 
in today’s community to that of 
England 400 years ago in the time 
of the Gunpowder Plot. Julian also 
reprimanded us for keeping Nostra 
Aetate “a secret”. Not only does the 
wider community not know about it, 
but other religions, other Christians, 
and even many Catholics are 
completely unaware of the official 
teaching of the Church in regard to 
those of other faiths. 

(If you yourself have not read 
Nostra Aetate, you may find a link 
to the document on our website at 
www.melbourne.catholic.org.au/eic/
ciid-aboutus.htm) 

After a kosher afternoon tea, the 
participants broke into discussion 
groups on how interfaith dialogue 

In our times

Clockwise 
from top:

Bishop Prowse opens the 
Seminar at Thomas Carr 
Centre.

Guest Speaker, Julian 
Burnside QC.

Closing Ritual.

Far left top and bottom:
Participants at the 
seminar.

Photographs by  
Peter Casamento.



Dr John Dupuche (Speaker on Interfaith Issues), David Schütz (Executive Officer), 
 and Dr Gerard Kelly (Speaker on Ecumenism)
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LOCAL COMMISSION NEWS

MEETING WITH UNITING 
CHURCH COMMISSION

While multi-lateral relations between the 
churches on the Melbourne scene are well 
facilitated by the Victorian Council of Churches, 
the Commission has found it beneficial over 
the years to meet on a bi-lateral basis with our 
ecumenical partners. For this reason, we meet 
fairly regularly with the members of those 
committees in both the Uniting and Anglican 
Churches which deal with local ecumenical 
issues. Such meetings enable us to be more 
focused on issues that are specific to the Catholic-
Uniting or Catholic-Anglican relationships. 

The Commission met with the Ecumenical 
Relations Committee of the Uniting Church 
Synod of Victoria and Tasmania at their offices 
in Little Collins Street on June 15th. The ERC 
provided the evening meal, after which we spent 
about an hour and half in discussion together on 
the topic of “covenanting” and joint cooperation.

A meeting with the Anglicans did not take place 
this year, but is being planned for 2006. It will be 
our turn to play host on this occasion.

<  CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 1

diocesan clergy who have an interest in 
either interfaith or ecumenical relations. 
All dioceses and eparchies (except 
Maronite) of Victoria and Tasmania 
were represented. Invitations were sent 
to between 110 and 120. Of these, 1/3 
attended, another 1/3 replied and sent 
apologies and there was no response 
from the other 1/3. This would indicate 
that with a little more forward planning, 
future meetings of this kind in Victoria 
could attract up to eighty people.

The practical response was that 
those attending felt that it would be a 
useful exercise to hold meetings of this 
sort annually and to hold the national 
gathering(in one place) perhaps each 4 
years. It was thought that local meetings 
allowed more to attend, and with a 
live-in arrangement the group was held 
together. National meetings still have a 
role, even if held more infrequently than 
in the past, as people get to meet each 
other across the whole expanse of our 
broad country.

Thanks must be give to the two 
speakers and to the Bishops’ Committee 
for encouraging this meeting and for 
providing some of the financial support 
for transport and meals. 

Fr Denis Stanley addresses the Seminarians 

SEMINARY VISIT
In 2005, the Commission asked the Rector of Corpus Christi 

College, Fr Michael McKenna, for an opportunity to visit the students 
of the seminary and to explain something of our work. 

Fr McKenna extended the invitation to us to join his community for 
dinner on August 25th. This was a good opportunity just to talk to and 
get to know the student body at Corpus Christi. 

After dinner, Fr Denis Stanley spoke to the students on Ecumenism, 
and Fr John Dupuche spoke about Interfaith relations. Basil Johns, 
Max Stephens and David Schütz also spoke briefly. There was a time 
of questions and answers, and then we concluded the evening with 
prayers in the Chapel.

The Commission hopes that such visits can be a regular part of the 
Seminary program.

Participants in the Catholic Uniting Church meeting
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LOCAL INTERFAITH NEWS

For the first time, on Sunday 9th October, members 
of the Jewish and Catholic communities gathered 
together at the Beth Weizmann Community Centre 
in South Caulfield for a fellowship meal. When 
we consider that some of the first rifts between 

Christians and Jews concerned differences in meal-time 
observances, it is remarkable that, over meals like this, 
friendship is being reforged 2000 years later. 

At the dinner, Bishop Christopher Prowse (Auxiliary Bishop 
of Melbourne) and Rabbi Ralph Genende (of Mt Scopus 
College) both spoke about our relationship with one another. 
Here follows edited transcripts of their addresses.

MEETING JESUS MEANS 
MEETING JUDAISM
BISHOP CHRISTOPHER PROWSE

My encounters with Jews and their ancient traditions began 
when I was a boy. My early primary schooling was under the 
care of the Sisters of Sion. Their special apostolate is to foster 
understanding and knowledge of Judaism, especially within 
the Catholic Church. So from an early age I became aware of 
the need to understand and respect Jews.

When I joined the seminary, I was exposed to Judaism 
through one of my lecturers - Rabbi John Levi. He opened up 
a new world to me in this area. More specifically, I recall an 
evening he invited us to join him and his community at the 
Temple Beth Israel, Melbourne. This was the first time I had 
stepped into a Synagogue and listened to the prayers of its 
people. It was an experience of Judaism at prayer. 

Then I recall quite vividly a discussion I had with an Israeli 
soldier in Jerusalem. I was a guest at the Sion Sisters, at 
Ecce Homo Hospice in Jerusalem. One day I was reflecting 
whilst sitting on a bench near the Western Wall. A group of 
students approached nearby and were accompanied by some 
soldiers. They seemed to be both guides and guards. As the 
group dispersed for a while in the Square one of the guards 
took a break and sat next to me on the bench. He started up 
a conversation. Once I looked beyond the sub-machine gun 
he was holding, I entered into a dialogue with him. It was so 
interesting to hear a young Jewish soldier talk of his life and 
faith. It gave a human face to Judaism at a personal level. 

One European summer I found myself in Munich, Germany, 
studying the German language. I was a guest of a devout 
Bavarian Catholic family in one of Munich’s outer suburbs. 
One morning, however, I seemed to have made a major 
mistake. I was examining a map of Munich. I noticed that 
another outer suburb of Munich, not too far from where 
I was living, was Dachau. I announced to the family that 
I wanted to visit the site of the Dachau Concentration 
Camp and its museum. The host family were stunned with 
my announcement. I felt I had said something entirely 
inappropriate. There response was: “Why go there? There 
is nothing there. It is a terrible idea!” In short, I did visit 
the museum. It was an extraordinary education experience. 
Many Catholic priests perished there too. The family simply 
wanted to forget about Dachau and its diabolical history. Their 
response offered me a hint of current challenges regarding 
Jewish-Catholic relations.

I became more aware of international relations between Jews 
and Catholics when I was studying in Rome, Italy. One of the 
best bakeries I had discovered in Rome was a Jewish bakery 
very near the Roman synagogue! One day when I approached 

INTERFAITH DINNER FOR JEWS AND CATHOLICS

the bakery to buy some of their delicious fruit pastries, I 
found the whole area blocked off by security. The Pope, 
John Paul II, was to visit the next day. It was on 13th April 
1986 when he became the first Pope since St Peter to visit a 
Jewish synagogue. What an historical moment for both Jews 
and Catholics! It began a series of wonderful encounters of 
John Paul II with our Jewish friends.

In regard to history, this year (2005) is the 60th 
anniversary of the liberation of the Nazi concentration 
camps. On 19th August 2005, Pope Benedict XVI, reminded 
us of this when he visited the Jewish Synagogue in Cologne, 
Germany. I happened to be in Cologne on that day for the 
World Youth Days of the Catholic Church. He said, “I make 
my own the words written by my venerable predecessor 
on the occasion to the 60th anniversary of the liberation of 
Auschwitz and I too say: ‘I bow my head before all those 
who experienced this manifestation of the mysterium 
iniquitatis’. The terrible events of that time must ‘never 
cease to rouse consciences, to resolve conflicts, to inspire the 
building of peace’”

This year is also the 40th anniversary of the promulgation 
of Nostra Aetate, a landmark document of the Catholic 
Church’s Second Vatican Council. Pope Benedict XVI spoke 
of this document also at Cologne. He said it “recalls the 
common roots and the immensely rich spiritual heritage 
that Jews and Christians share”. He noted the commonality 
inspired by our shared understanding of Abraham, Moses 
and the prophets, and our spiritualities that are shared by 
the nourishment of the psalms. Benedict XVI quoted John 
Paul II and re-stated that felicitous expression of the German 
Bishops: ‘whoever meets Jesus Christ meets Judaism’.

We are together this evening for an historic gathering. 
We are together as brothers and sisters of Abraham. As 
Christians, we are looking towards Jews as our elder 
brothers and sisters in the faith. Already in Melbourne much 
has been done by so many over so many years to build up 
our trust and knowledge of each other. 

I ask that we turn our gaze to the future for a moment. 
I wish to mention briefly just two of the many challenges 
that face us together - the search for authentic freedom and 
mission/evangelisation.

First, let us consider freedom. The age of terrorism has 



ECUMENICAL AND INTERFAITH BULLETIN 7

From left: Bishop Prowse at the podium; Group shot of (L-R): Fr John Dupuche 
(Catholic Interfaith Committee), Mr Michael Lipschutz (Jewish Community 
Council of Victoria), Rabbi Ralph Genende, Bishop Christopher Prowse, Ms Di 
Hirsh (National Council of Jewish Women) and guests at the dinner.

Photos: Dorit the Photographer
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returned again in yet another totally false facade that waves 
the flag of freedom. It is almost as if we need to teach a new 
generation, as if for the first time, what freedom truly is and 
what it most certainly is not. 

Freedom is not blowing yourself up in a crowded Bali 
restaurant. Freedom is not doing whatever you want to do, so 
long as you feel good about it. Freedom is not buying material 
possessions as if they are a ticket to happiness.

Freedom is serving and not wanting to be served. Freedom 
is seeking to understand and not simply to be understood. 
Freedom wants to love and not only to be loved. Freedom is 
giving of my life so that my brother and sister gain.

Secondly, I wish to make a brief comment on mission 
and evangelisation. A new age of “-isms” brings with it a 
certain fundamentalism regarding Christian outreach or 
evangelisation and mission. This sometimes takes the form of 
an unsophisticated proselytism. I know many of our Jewish 
friends are concerned at present about this, especially in 
Russia. On the one hand, the Catholic Church, as distinct 
from Christian fundamentalists, has learnt its lessons in 
history about the devastating effects of such proselytism. 
Our approach is subtler. At best, we propose our evangelical 
message to the world. We never impose our teaching on 
others.

On the other hand, we Catholics are not satisfied to join 
the voices of so many Australians and say simplistically, 
regarding religions, “we are all the same”. In fact, we are not 
all the same. Excuse the rather bland analogy, but one that is 
surely appropriate over a dinner, we not “minestrone soup” 
but we are a “salad”. The “minestrone soup” approach to 
inter-religious dialogue puts all the religions together into a 
big societal pot and mixes us all up. It then proclaims that we 
are “one” nation. Nonsense! This approach endangers societal 
unity and peace. There are traces of this approach in present 
day understandings of multiculturalism in Australia. To deny 
difference and to place religions on the periphery of the 
multicultural mix in a secularist fashion is naïve. It actually 
endangers a successful multicultural society from maturing. 
It makes for a boring and monochrome society. It endangers 
peace.

But we are a “salad”. This approach distinguishes between 
the carrot and the tomato. It distinguishes between the lettuce 

and the celery. Analogously, the Muslim is not the Jew is not 
the Christian is not the Hindu is not the Buddhist - yet we 
are all one “salad” in a hungry society. We really have some 
nourishment to offer the famished human spirit.

How good it is for us to all gather here tonight on such 
a unique and inspirational night. When we gather again let 
us bring someone else....and then someone else again the 
other year. Let us continue to build bridges of dialogue and 
solidarity in our fragile world. This is what God would want 
of us. 

THE DIGNITY OF DIFFERENCE
RABBI RALPH GENENDE

A story, probably apocryphal, is told about how several 
centuries ago, the Pope decided that all Jews had to leave 
the Vatican.  Naturally, there was an uproar from the Jewish 
community. So the Pope made a deal.  He would have a 
religious debate with a member of the Jewish community.  
If the Jew won, the Jews could stay; if the Pope won, the 
Jews would have to leave. The Jews realised that they had 
no choice.  They selected an elderly rabbi named Moishe to 
represent them.  Rabbi Moishe’s Latin wasn’t very good; in 
fact, he knew very little, but he was a man of great faith and 
well respected in the Jewish community.  The Pope agreed.  
What could be easier than a silent debate? 

The day of the great debate arrived, Moishe and the Pope 
sat opposite each other for a full minute before the Pope 
raised his hand held up three fingers.  Moishe looked back 
at him and raised a finger.  The Pope waved his fingers in a 
circle around his head.  Moishe pointed to the ground where 
he sat.  The Pope pulled out a wafer and a glass of wine.  
Moishe pulled out an apple.  The Pope then stood up and 
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said: “I give up.  This man is too good.  The Jews can stay.”
An hour later, the cardinals gathered around the Pope in 

great consternation, asking what had happened.  The Pope: 
“First I held up three fingers to represent the Trinity.  He 
responded by holding up one finger to remind me that there 
was one God common to both our religions.  Then I waved 
my finger around to show that God was all around us.  He 
responded by pointing to the ground and showing that God 
was also right here with us.  I pulled out the wine and the 
water to show that God absolves us from our sins.  He pulled 
out an apple to remind me of the original sin.  He had an 
answer to everything.  What could I do?”

Meanwhile, the Jewish community had crowded around 
Moishe.  “What happened?” they asked. “Well,” replied 
Moishe, “first he indicated that the Jews had three days to get 
out of here.  I told him that not one of us was leaving.  Then 
he told me that this whole city would be cleared of Jews.  I let 
him know that we were staying right here.” “And then?” they 
asked, bewildered. “I don’t know,” said Moishe.  “He took out 
his lunch.  I took out mine.  We went home.”

This delightful little story makes some important comments 
about Jewish - Catholic dialogue.  Firstly it’s a reminder of 
past conflict, disputation, disagreement and persecution.  
Secondly, it’s about how much we misunderstood and in 
many ways still continue to misunderstand each other. 
Thirdly it’s about commonality and differences - the areas of 
agreement and disagreement.

Fourthly it’s about need for conversation and 
communication.  Finally it’s a reminder that we can argue and 
still both go home and sometimes even sit down and have a 
meal together as we are doing tonight.

...We are closer than ever before but we are also closer 
to damaging each other.  We are Cain and Abel arguing in 
the field.  Brothers sharing the same world, but our very 
closeness and interconnectedness makes it easier to kill each 
other.

Very much at the heart of global conflict is religion. 
Jonathan Swift’s acerbic insight is still very relevant. He said:  
“we have enough religion to make us hate one another but 
not enough to make us love one another.”

Catholic and Jews, precisely through the path of 
rapproachment, of dialogue and conversation, that started 
with Nostra Aetate in 1965 can show that religion though it is 
part of the problem is also part of the solution.

We have had and continue to have our difficulties (mutual 
teachings of contempt the church’s response during the 
holocaust), but there has been much improvement.  The 
dialogue however has not sufficiently filtered down into our 
communities, it still needs grass-roots support.

There is a rabbinic saying: “Who is a hero? One who turns 
strangers into friends.”  The former Pope, John Paul II, by 
force of his personality and his ability to hear our pain and to 
speak gently to it made friends of many, if not most, Jews.  

The letter placed by Pope John Paul II at the Western Wall 
in Jerusalem on March 26, 2000, is an eloquent expression of 
the power of rapproachment:

“God of our fathers, you chose Abraham and his 
descendants to bring your Name to the Nations; We are 
deeply saddened by the behaviour of those who in the course 
of history have caused these children of yours to suffer, and 
asking your forgiveness we wish to commit ourselves to 
genuine brotherhood with the people of the Covenant.”

Pope John Paul II showed that moral relativism is not an 
answer to a complex world. Pope Benedict has called it the 
tyranny of relativism. His messages of the sanctity of life, 
obligations of rich to poor and appeal to youth and his moral 
leadership were examples to us all.  He showed that religion 
has a place today, there is room for faith in a faithless age. 

Today  we need not only a conversation between religions 
and global economy but also one between religions.  The 

central question is can we live together and make space for 
one another?  Can we recognise God’s image in one who is 
not in my image, who has a different faith and other texts?

Chief Rabbi Jonathan Sacks premised one of his most 
important books “The Dignity of Difference” on the value 
of difference.  He argues against the idea that humanity 
must progress from the particular to the universal, that 
particularities are a source of error, war and prejudice, that 
we should aim for one, same universal truth for all.  To the 
contrary, says Sacks, it is acceptance of diversity and variety 
that creates unity.  It is acceptance of the dignity of our 
differences that makes the world richer.

Religions are like languages - each is unique.  There 
are things you can say in one language which are lost in 
translation of another.  They don’t threaten each other, but 
describe the same reality in different ways. Acceptance of 
difference is vitally important for dialogue...

Jonathan Sacks tells the story of how in late 1991, Dr 
George Carey had been elected but not yet taken up office, 
as Archbishop of Canterbury and he had been elected, 
but not yet taken up office, as Chief Rabbi.  Somehow, 
someone discovered that they were both passionate Arsenal 
supporters.  He got in touch with both of them and asked 
whether they would like box seats in his box in Highbury 
Stadium - a midweek match for obvious religious reasons.  
They both replied enthusiastically that they would.

The great day arrived and they were taken down to meet 
the players.  The loudspeakers announced their presence.  
You could hear the buzz go around the ground.  Whichever 
way one chose in the theological wager, that night Arsenal 
had friends in high places.  They could not possibly lose. 
That night however, Arsenal went down to their worst home 
defeat in sixty-three years.  They lost 6-2 to Manchester 
United.  

The next day one of the national newspapers ran the story 
and concluded that if, between them, the prayers of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and the Chief Rabbi could not 
bring a win for Arsenal, did this not finally prove that God 
does not exist?  The next day Sacks wrote back saying: on 
the contrary, what it proves is that God exists.  It’s just that 
He supports Manchester United!

This is a way of saying that if only we remembered that, 
yes, God is on our side, but He is also on the other side, 
we might stand a chance of realising that, under the eye of 
heaven we are all on the same side, the side of humanity.  

Tonight not only do we assert the dignity of our difference, 
we also reaffirm that Jews and Catholics are on the same 
side.  May our journey, like Abraham’s, take us towards 
greater depth and understanding of ourselves, each other 
and this precious world we live in.

ECUMENICAL AND INTERFAITH BULLETIN8

LOCAL INTERFAITH NEWS

Rabbi Genende 
at the podium

<  CONTINUED FROM  PAGE 7
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ADVANCE NOTICE

Jewish-Christian-Muslim Conference of Australia
JCMA 2006

Monday July 3rd – Thursday 6th, 2006
Pallotti Conference Centre, Warburton, Victoria

Theme: “Seeing Others Seeing Us”
We encounter one another as people of faith belonging to one of the three mono-theistic Abrahamic religions.

How do we understand this encounter? Why do we desire it and what do we hope to achieve from it?
What limits do we place on our engagement? How do we use our own sacred texts to guide us in understanding
the other? What paradigms and models do we employ to make sense of the existence of the other faiths within
the context of our own believing? As we ask ourselves these questions, we will also listen to the answers given

by the other participants in the conference.

PARTNERS IN DIALOGUE
Jewish Community Council of Victoria

Victorian Council of Churches
Islamic Council of Victoria

… AND … 
Melbourne Diocese,

Anglican Church in Australia
B’nai B’rith Victoria

Ecumenical & Interfaith Commission,
Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne

Council of Christians and Jews
Pax Christi Victoria

Leo Baeck Centre for Progressive Judaism
Commission for Mission,

Synod of Victoria and Tasmania,
Uniting Church in Australia

Victorian Union for Progressive Judaism
JCMA OFFICERS

Convenor: Steering and Liaison Group
Mr. Malcolm Thomas

Chairperson: 2006 Conference
Committee

Ms. Sherene Hassan
Hon. Secretary: Archdeacon Philip

Newman

TO REGISTER: CONTACT

JCMA Office
GPO Box 598 Melbourne Vic 3001

(03) 9650 3294 jcmavic@yahoo.com.au
OR

Leo Baeck Centre for Progressive
Judaism

(03) 9819 7160 Office@lcb.org.au
Ecumenical & Interfaith Commission,
Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne,

(03) 9926 5708
ecum@melbourne.catholic.org.au

Islamic Council of Victoria
(03) 93282067 admin@icv.org.au

A four day, live-in conference for Inter-Religious Dialogue
in the contemporary Australian context – and in the relaxing
environment of a conference centre set in the Yarra Ranges 75
minutes from Central Melbourne.

Meeting and learning from Jews, Christians and Muslims, together,
leads participants towards a deeper understanding of Judaism,
Christianity and Islam in Australia …and new friendships just come
naturally.

Worship experiences; Personal stories, Accounts and insights;
Engaging group discussions; Key aspects of each faith explained
through personal experiences; and Opportunities to explore what
brings people together in spite of different cultural and religious
heritage – all in an atmosphere of frank, open and personal
conversations fully respecting and accommodating religious and
cultural needs and sensitivities.

Register your interest now.

Details of the conference theme, accommodation, fees, and closing
dates for applications will be forwarded to you by email or post early
in February 2006.
60 places will be allocated with a view to having equal numbers of Jews,
Christians and Muslims, and a balance of women and men as far as 
possible.
Similarly, places will be allocated to ensure a balance of laywomen and 
laymen actively involved in their congregations, clergy, academics from
religious and secular institutions, persons working in community support
roles, and tertiary students.
A proportion of places will be reserved for interstate participants.
Assistance will be available to those who would otherwise be prevented
from attending for financial reasons. Applicants cannot be guaranteed a 
place in the conference.

An experience to remember
The JCMA aims to enable people of faith to deepen their

understanding of Judaism, Christianity and Islam in Australia today
by meeting, engaging with and learning from Jews, Christians and

Muslims.



Pope Benedict XVI at the Cologne Synagogue 
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

WORLD YOUTH DAY IN COLOGNE: AN ECUMENICAL AND INTERFAITH 
OPPORTUNITY FOR POPE BENEDICT XVI
During his visit to Cologne, Germany, in August for World Youth Day, Pope Benedict took the opportunity to meet with non-
Catholic church leaders, with the Jewish Community (making only the second visit since St Peter by a pope to a Synagogue) 
and with the Muslim community. Below are some of the highlights of his addresses.

TO THE ECUMENICAL MEETING AT THE 
ARCHBISHOP’S RESIDENCE IN COLOGNE

"I feel the fact that we consider one another brothers 
and sisters, that we love one another, that together we are 
witnesses of Jesus Christ, should not be taken so much for 
granted. 

"Among Christians, fraternity is not just a vague 
sentiment, nor is it a sign of indifference to truth. It is 
grounded in the supernatural reality of the one baptism 
which makes us all members of the one body of Christ. 
Together we confess that Jesus Christ is God and Lord; 
together we acknowledge him as the one mediator between 
God and man, and we emphasize that together we are 
members of his body.

"It is the Lord’s commandment, but also the imperative of 
the present hour, to carry on dialogue with conviction at all 
levels of the Church’s life.

"This must obviously take place with sincerity and 
realism, with patience and perseverance, in complete 
fidelity to the dictates of one’s conscience in the awareness 
that it is the Lord who gives unity, that we do not create it, 
that it is he who gives it but that we must go to meet him.

"Our divisions are contrary to the will of Jesus and they 
disappoint peoples’ expectations. I think that we must work 
with new energy and dedication to bring a common witness 
into the context of these great ethical challenges of our 
time."

TO THE JEWISH COMMUNITY AT THE SYNAGOGUE IN 
COLOGNE

"Both Jews and Christians recognize in Abraham their 
father in faith, and they look to the teachings of Moses 
and the prophets. Jewish spirituality, like its Christian 
counterpart, draws nourishment from the psalms. With 
St Paul, Christians are convinced that “the gifts and the 
call of God are irrevocable” (Rom 11: 29). In considering 
the Jewish roots of Christianity, my venerable Predecessor, 
quoting a statement by the German Bishops, affirmed that 
“whoever meets Jesus Christ meets Judaism”.

TO THE MUSLIM COMMUNITY IN COLOGNE

"I am certain that I echo your own thoughts when I 
bring up one of our concerns as we notice the spread of 
terrorism. I know that many of you have firmly rejected, 
also publicly, in particular any connection between your 
faith and terrorism and have condemned it. I am grateful 
to you for this, for it contributes to the climate of trust 
that we need.

"I am profoundly convinced that we must not yield to 
the negative pressures in our midst, but must affirm the 
values of mutual respect, solidarity and peace. The life of 
every human being is sacred, both for Christians and for 
Muslims. There is plenty of scope for us to act together in 
the service of fundamental moral values."



3. the implementation of the documents...
4. the state of the question: a brief review of where 

we are at forty years after Vatican II
One may hardly feel inclined to pick up a copy of 

the Vatican II documents and read it from cover to 
cover, but Ecumenism and Interreligious Dialogue: 
Unitatis Redintegratio, Nostra Aetate is very readable 
and would appeal especially to those who have 
heard much about Vatican II but have scant idea 
of the content of the documents that resulted from 
the council. For such a reader, the content of the 
documents are likely to be surprising and Cassidy’s 
coverage of the background sets the context for each 
document, which means that everyday Christians as 
well as those from other faith traditions would not be 
at a loss.

Its references to the various organisations, 
individuals and texts make this book a good starting 
point for further research, although the outlines are 
sufficiently in-depth for the book itself to be a resource 
for religious educators, those interested (and those not 

so interested!) in inter-religious dialogue.
In his section on Nostra Aetate, Cassidy challenges us 

to be Christian because he does not deny that there are 
difficulties in inter-religious dialogue. His reminder that 
we need to accept that fundamentalists are present in all 
camps, though in itself may not be new, is one that helps 
keep us from taking the high moral ground. It is also a 
reminder that dialogue is not a call which compromises 
one’s own belief, but rather a transcendence of the fact 
that there are some who may not espouse the same 
values for peace and intentionally or unintentionally 
misinterpret their own religious texts.

When one reads of the various initiatives that have 
been taken since the promulgation of the Vatican II 
documents, one may even be surprised but is likely to 
be inspired by the fact that there are so many people 
who have been working behind the scenes to promote 
ecumenism and inter-religious dialogue.

It is to be hoped that more will be stirred by this call 
to actively promote peace and understanding amongst 
peoples of all faiths and goodwill!
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I’m glad you asked! For various 
reasons it was not possible to 
publish three editions this year. 
We apologise to you for any 
inconvenience. But you have not 
been deprived! The last edition 
was 12 pages instead of the usual 
eight, and this edition is again of 
the same length, so you will find 
that you have been issued exactly 
the same amount of ecumenical 
and interfaith reading material per 
annum. 
DONATIONS FOR BULLETIN

Most of you by now are aware 
that we publish the Bulletin 
on our Website at http://www.
melbourne.catholic.org.au/eic/
eic-publications.htm for you to 
download and print off at your 
pleasure. This costs us nothing 
and is the most convenient way 
of distributing the Bulletin. Many 
readers however prefer to receive 
a hard-copy in the mailbox. If you 

I enclose $10 donation for one 12 month subscription (3 issues)  
(cheques made out to Ecumenical and Interfaith Commission) 

Name:      Phone:

Address:

Email Address (for information):

Edward Idris Cardinal Cassidy, 
Ecumenism and Interreligious 
Dialogue: Unitatis Redintegratio, 
Nostra Aetate (New Jersey: Paulist Press, 
2005)

Reviewed by Carole Gan; edited from “Bridges” 
(Nov 2005), the publication of the Columban 
Centre for Christian-Muslim Relations

Cardinal Cassidy is 
President Emeritus of 
the Pontifical Council 
for Promoting 
Christian Unity 

(PCPCU) and the Commission 
of the Holy See for Religious 
Relations with the Jews (CRRJ). 
He retired on 3 Mar 2001 and 
now lives in Maitland, NSW, 
Australia. His latest book, is 
Ecumenism and Interreligious Dialogue:

This is the first of an eight-book series Rediscovering Vatican 
II, produced in commemoration of the fortieth anniversary 
of the closing of the Second Vatican Council. The choice of 
venue for its launch in Sydney at the Great Synagogue, by 
his successor, Cardinal Walter Kasper (by video from Rome) 
was especially appropriate because a significant portion of the 
section on Nostra Aetate looked at Christian-Jewish relations.

As the title suggests, the two documents discussed are 
Unitatis Redintegratio, the Decree on Ecumenism and Nostra 
Aetate, the Declaration on the Relation of the Church to Non-
Christian Religions, and the book is organised as such.

For each of the two documents, Edward Cassidy looks at
1. the document: its background, a historical report on the 

proceedings of the council and some of the key points in the 
draft versions of the documents that were deliberated, as well 
as the effect of the council and document on the observers and 
their subsequent reactions.

2. the major points: a brief outline of the document, the 
key points expressed and the principles behind particular 
statements.

are one of these latter folk, we ask you 
to consider that there is a cost involved 
in providing a postal copy of the 
Bulletin. We would welcome a donation 
of $10 to help cover the costs associated 
with this service (please use the form 
below). 

Alternatively, if you would like to 
become a “Web-reader” accessing the 
Bulletin on the Internet, just send an 
email to our office at ecum@melbourne.
catholic.org.au and your name will be 
removed from our postal mailing list 

and placed on our “Web-readers” list. You 
will receive an email notifying you when a 
new copy of the Bulletin is posted on our 
website.

Please note that we also publish the 
“Email News”, which provides regular 
updates on local and international 
ecumenical and interfaith events. This 
comes as a Word document in a clearly 
identified email attachment from our office 
every 7-14 days. The Email News is a free 
service, so why not email David at our 
Office to subscribe?

WHAT HAPPENED TO THE MID-YEAR ISSUE OF THE BULLETIN?

BOOK REVIEW



Theme: “God, in your grace, transform 
the world”, after the title of the
WCC Assembly to be held in Porto 
Alegre, Brazil from
Place: Queens College, Melbourne 
University (Parkville)

PROGRAM

FRIDAY EVENING:
Dr. Joe Camilleri : “Look at the fig 
tree” – reading and responding to the
signs of emerging transformation in 
our world.

SATURDAY MORNING:
Dr. Camilleri: “Nurturing new growth” 
– a guided discussion on our role.
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DIARY DATES AND COMING EVENTS

Extending Friday’s presentation.
Bp. Philip Huggins will provide some 
insights into the WCC Assembly to be
held in Brazil later in February, and the 
implications of the Assembly for
Australia.

SATURDAY AFTERNOON 
WORKSHOPS:
1. “Inclusiveness” with Robert Stringer 
–  workshop based on his disability
project.
2. The ARCIC Mary Statement 
– “Mary: Grace and Hope in Christ” 
with Charles Sherlock.

3. Youth and the WCC Assembly: 
Alison Preston and Heidi Stabb offer “a

conversation about their role in the 
WCC Assembly and their preparations,
expectations and responsibilities” as a 
workshop.
4. Mary McCowan – “Connecting with 
a Colourful God: an art experience for
artists and non-artists”. One session
5. Beth Shelton – “Embodied Grace: 
An experience of connecting to grace 
and spirit through embodied life – in 
quiet reflection and in creative
movement”. One session.

No dance experience is needed.
NB: Both 4. and 5. will comprise one 
session only, fitting in between 
2 - 5pm.

REGISTRATION

Costs: $215 residential ($200 conc.), $135 non-residential ($120 conc.).
Early bird discount of $10 if registration is paid in full by 16/12/05.
There are no credit card facilities. Please make cheques payable to :

Ecumenical Summer School

Send Registration with your payment by January 13, 2006, to:
The Treasurer

The Ecumenical Summer School
18 Sanday Street

GLEN WAVERLEY - 3150
Please let us know of any special dietary needs, or access requirements:

Please indicate any meals you will NOT be attending, 
to assist with catering.

More information: Laurie 03 9808 4715 lgthorn@melbpc.org.au or Lyn 
03 9802 2934 (h)/03 9539 5336 (b) lynivan@bigpond.net.au

SATURDAY EVENING:
Dinner Party, preceded by drinks and 
savouries. A night of square dancing, 
with professional Square Dance Caller 
Peter Humphries, to entertain us after 
dinner.

SUNDAY MORNING:
Bible Study ‘The Confronting Word 
that Transforms’ with Merrill Kitchen, 
exploring the text Luke 4: 1-30.
Eucharist celebrated by Rev. Prof. 
Robert Gribben

SUNDAY AFTERNOON:
Lunch
AGM - All folk at the Summer School 
are eligible to vote and to participate 
actively in this meeting
Sending out

POSTAGE
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