
Recognition and prayer for ACYF pilgrims in schools or communities

Leader:  Pilgrimages became part of our Catholic tradition because of our belief that 
certain places or events can have special spiritual significance. Pilgrimage sites 
are considered holy because they are where God chose to call people to a 
powerful, transforming encounter. Each year, Catholics journey in pilgrimage 
groups to places like Jerusalem and Rome and to events like World Youth 
Day, to stand on holy ground, to pray with others and to draw closer to God. 
They share the challenges and adventure of the road with one another. This 
transforms them just as much as the time spent at the pilgrimage site, and 
they return home with a personal experience of the joy of a faith life shared 
with others.

 Embarking on pilgrimage to the Australian Catholic Youth Festival will be an 
opportunity to do just that; to step out of your everyday routines and set out 
on a journey in search of more - to grow in understanding of who you are 
through an adventure shared with many others, courageously seeking all that 
God has in store for you.

 As a school community, we gather with you today to celebrate the beginning 
of your ACYF journey. We want to offer you our blessing on your way and 
assurance of our continued support and prayer.

INTERCESSIONS:
Leader:  We pray for these, the young people of our community, embarking on 

pilgrimage to the Australian Catholic Youth Festival. We pray for an enlivening 
of their faith; that they would be unafraid to open the doors of their life to you, 
Jesus.  R. Lord hear us.

Leader:  We pray that the Australian Catholic youth festival may refresh and inspire 
young people to live courageously, joyfully and confidently. May they return to 
us with hearts ablaze, ready to transform the world through the proclamation 
that You have risen, that You are our Saviour and our God. R. Lord hear us

Leader:  We pray that as a school community we would be open to hearing the stories 
of these pilgrims upon their return and that, by their witness, we would be 
encouraged to go deeper in our own personal faith journey. R. Lord hear us

Prayer overleaf



PRAYER FOR PILGRIMS:
Lord Jesus, on many occasions, You called gatherings of people, knowing our human need 
for fellowship, adventure and encounter. It was often young people whom You set forward as 
examples for Your followers, like the young boy who offered loaves and fishes that would feed 
thousands. Young people are close to Your Sacred Heart. You call them to Your side, knowing that 
they need to encounter You in a powerful and personal way. 

For this reason, we hold before you in prayer today all the young people who are travelling to Perth 
for the Australian Catholic Youth Festival. May they enjoy the adventure and a sense of Christian 
fellowship as they encounter You. Surprise them with blessings and grace, we pray, so that they 
may share the boldness and faith of the many young people You praised. Finally, we also pray that, 
as a wider Catholic family, we may always witness Your love to young people through our genuine 
hospitality towards them. Amen.

(*School or community leader may present pilgrims with a small gift for their journey at this time)


