
Sunday Prayer at Home 

13th Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 



 



Introduction and Act of Repentance 

 

Presider:  

We are in the presence of God. God is our host, and we are the guests. We 
should feel at home with God here. God accepts us; therefore, we should 
accept one another. (pause) 

 

Lord Jesus, you came to heal the wounds of sin and division. Lord, 
have mercy… 

Lord, you came to help us see one another, not as strangers, but as 
brothers and sisters in the one family of God. Christ, have mercy… 

Lord, you help us make room in our hear ts for  the lost, the lonely, 
the dejected and the rejected. Lord, have mercy  

 

Opening Prayer  

Let us pray, that Jesus Christ may be the light of our 
lives: 

Father, you call your children to walk in the light of 
Christ. Free us from darkness, and keep us in the radi-
ance of your truth. We make our prayer through the 
same Christ our Lord . 

All: AMEN 

 

Reader:   A reading from the second book of Kings  (4:8-12a, 14-17 )  

 
A beautiful act of hospitality is rewarded by God. 

One day Elisha was passing through Shunem, where a wealthy woman 
lived, who urged him to have a meal. So, whenever he passed that way, he 
would stop there for a meal. She said to her husband, “Look, I am sure that 
this man who regularly passes our way is a holy man of God. Let us make a 
small roof chamber with walls, and put there for him a bed, a table, a chair, 
and a lamp, so that he can stay there whenever he comes to us.” One day 
when Elisha came there, he went up to the chamber and lay down there. He 
said to his servant Gehazi, “What then may be done for the woman?” Geha-
zi answered, “Well, she has no son, and her husband is old.” Elisha said, 
“Call her.” When the servant had called, she stood at the door. Elisha said, 
“At this season, in due time, you shall embrace a son.” She replied, “No, 
my lord, O man of God, do not deceive your servant.” The woman con-



ceived and bore a son at that season, in due time, as Elisha had declared to 
her  

The word of the Lord. 

 
All: Thanks be to God 

 

Responsorial Psalm  

All: 

I will sing for ever of your love, O God 
through all ages my mouth will proclaim your truth 
Of this I am sure, that your love lasts for ever, 
that your truth is firmly established as the heavens 
 
Happy the people who acclaim you 
who walk, O God, in the light of your face 
who find their joy every day in your name 
who make your justice the source of their bliss 
 
For it is you O God, who are the glory of their strength 
it is by your favour that our might is exalted 
for we are in the keeping of our God 
in the keeping of the Holy One of Israel 

 

Reader:   
A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans (6:3-4, 8-11)  

 
Through baptism we are joined to Jesus Christ in his dying and rising . 

My brothers and sisters: Do you not know that all of us who have been 
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? Therefore, we 
have been buried with him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ 
was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk 
in newness of life. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we 
will also live with him. We know that Christ, being raised from the dead, 
will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. The death 
he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives he lives to God. 
So, you also must consider yourselves dead to sin, but alive to God in 
Christ Jesus 

The word of the Lord 

 



All: Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel Acclamation 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy people. 
Praise God who called you out of darkness and into his marvellous light. 
Alleluia!  

 

A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew  (10:37-42)  

 
Jesus stresses the sacrifices involved in being his missionaries, but also 
the call to welcome one another as we would welcome Jesus himself . 

Jesus called the twelve to him and sent them out with the following in-
structions: “Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy 
of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of 
me; and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy 
of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life 
for my sake will find it. Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and who-
ever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a 
prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and 
whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous person 
will receive the reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of 
cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple – truly I tell 
you, none of these will lose their reward.” 

 
All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ  

 

 

Faith-sharing: 

“When all is said and done, hospitality and welcome are more about open 
hearts than open doors. The teaching of St Paul of the Cross on being a 

loving person, then, remains up-to-date. ‘Love is ingenious,’ he says. Of 
course, there is a risk in having an open heart. One can get hurt. But to 
open one’s heart is to begin to live life to the full. On the other hand, to 
close one’s heart to Jesus in others is to begin to die, psychologically and 
spiritually” (BG). DISCUSS!  

 



Prayer of the Faithful 

 

Leader:  
God’s love lasts for ever. God’s truth is established as firmly as the heavens. 

So we pray with trust .  

 

Reader:  

That Christians may give an example to the wor ld by the way they wel-
come strangers into their circles. (Pause) We pray in faith… 

That those who govern us may be generous towards asylum seekers, 
refugees, and displaced people. (Pause) We pray in faith… 

That the homeless may find shelter  and acceptance. (Pause)  
We pray in faith… 

That we may give to every person we meet, signs of welcome and hospi-
tality. (Pause) We pray in faith… 

For those sick and suffer ing from the Covid19 pandemic, that their  car-
ers will love and cherish them, and do everything possible for their recov-
ery. (Pause) We pray in faith… 

For our own special intentions. (Pause) We pray in faith   

 

Parish Prayer 

God, Creator and Life-giver we thank you for the gift of one another in our 

Parish of St Paul Apostle. Bless us and our families with the power of your 

Spirit.  Inspired and motivated by St Paul’s courage and commitment to the 

person of Christ, may we continue to be open to change and challenge! 

Make us passionate and courageous in our mission of sharing the Good News 

of Jesus Christ 



Presider:  

Lord God, your Son taught that when we welcome any person, we are welcom-
ing Jesus himself. Grant that the door of our hearts will always be open to all 
other people, without exception. We ask this through the same Christ our Lord 

(All)  AMEN 

 
SPIRITUAL COMMUNION 

 

Anima Christi Prayer (Spiritual Communion)  

 

Soul of Christ, sanctify me; 

Body of Christ, save me; 

Blood of Christ, inebriate me; 

Water from the side of Christ, wash me; 

Passion of Christ, strengthen me; 

O good Jesus hear me; 

Within your wounds hide me; 

From all harm protect me; 

At the hour of my death, call me; 

And close to you bid me; 

So that with your saints, 

I may praise you forever and ever. Amen 

 

CONCLUSION 

Leader: May the Lord bless us, keep us from evil, and bring us to everlasting life 

with God in heaven! 

All: Thanks be to God 
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