
Sunday Prayer at Home 

Palm Sunday of Passion of the Lord 

Year B 



 



Introduction  

Welcome to St. Paul Apostle Catholic Community.   
Dear brothers and sisters, since the beginning of Lent until now, we have 
prepared our hearts by penance and charitable works. 
Today we gather together with the whole Church to begin our celebration  
of our Lord’s Paschal Mystery, that is to say, of his Passion and Resurrec-
tion. 
Today and throughout Holy Week our attention focuses on the  sufferings Je-
sus endured for our sake and how they led to his resurrection and our own 
rising to new life. We keep in mind also, that Jesus goes on suffering today 
in his body in the people who are victims of injustice, of deprivation, mar-
ginalisation and isolation, betrayal, persecution. Let us pray for them that 
they may also rise with Jesus and that we may help them to rise to new life   
 

Gospel Reading:   Luke 19: 28-40 

 

Jesus went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. Now when he was near Beth-
phage and Bethany, close by the Mount of Olives as it is called, he sent two 
of his disciples, telling them, ‘Go off to the village opposite, and as you enter 
it you will find a tethered colt that no one has yet ridden. Untie it and bring it 
here. If anyone asks you, “why are you untying it?” you are to say this, “The 
Master needs it,” The messengers went off and found everything just as he 
had told them. As they were untying the colt, its owner said, “Why are unty-
ing that colt?’ and they answered, “the Master needs it.” 

So they took the colt to Jesus and throwing their garments over its back they 
helped Jesus onto it. As he moved off, people spread their cloaks on the road, 
and now as he was approaching the downward slope of the Mount of Olives, 
the whole group of disciples joyfully began to praise God at the top of their 
voices for all the miracles they had seen. They cried out: 
‘Blessings on the King who comes’ in the name of the Lord! 
Peace in heaven and glory in the highest heavens!’ 

Some Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Master, check your disciples,’ but 
he answered, ‘I tell you, if these keep silence the stones will cry out.’ 

This is the Gospel of the Lord 

 

Presider: Blessing of branches  

Let us pray. 

Almighty ever-living God, sanctify ✝ these branches with your blessing, 

that we, who follow Christ in exultation, may reach the eternal Jerusalem 
through him, who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 

R. Amen. 

 

Opening song:  Blessings on our King 

 



Opening Prayer 

Almighty ever-living God, 

who as an example of humility for the human race to follow, caused our 
Saviour to take flesh and submit to the Cross, graciously grant that we may 
heed his lesson of patient suffering, and so merit a share in his Resurrection. 
Who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 

 

First Reading  Isaiah: 50: 4-7 

 I did not cover my face against insult and I know I will not be ashamed.  

 

The Lord has given me a disciple’s tongue. So that I may know how to reply 
to the wearied he provides me with speech. Each morning he wakes me to 
hear, to listen like a disciple. The Lord has opened my ear.  For my part, I 
made no resistance, neither did I turn away. I offered my back to those who 
struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my beard; I did not cover my face 
against insult and spittle. The Lord comes to my help, so that I am un-
touched by the insults. So, too, I set my face like flint; I know I shall not be 
shamed. This is the word of the Lord 

 

Psalm (all) 

 

All who see me deride me. 
They curl their lips; they toss their heads. 
‘You trusted in God, let God save you; 
If your God is your friend, let God rescue you.’ 

 

Many dogs have surrounded me, 
a band of the wicked beset me. 
They tear holes in my hands and my feet 
I can count every one of my bones. 

 

They divide my clothing among them. 
They cast lots for my robe. 
O God, do not leave me alone, 
my strength, make haste to help me! 

 

I will tell of your name to my kinsfolk 
and praise you where they are assembled. 
‘You who fear the God give praise; 
all the descendants of Jacob, give glory. 
Revere God, Israel’s children. 

 



Second Reading   Philippians: 2: 6-11 

He humbled himself to become like us and God raised him on high  

 

His state was divine, yet Christ Jesus did not cling to his equality with God 
but emptied himself to assume the condition of a slave, and became as men 
are, and being as all men are, he was humbler yet, even to accepting death, 
death on a cross. But God raised him high and gave him the name which is 
above all other names so that all beings  in the heavens, on earth and in the 
underworld, should bend the knee at the name of Jesus and that every 
tongue should acclaim Jesus Christ as Lord, to the glory of God the Father . 
This is the word of the Lord 

 

Gospel acclamation:  

Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory 

“Christ became obedient for us even unto death, dying on the cross.  
Therefore, God raised him on high and gave him a name above all other 
names”. 

Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ, king of endless glory 

Gospel:  The Passion according Mark 15: 1-39 

 

Homily 

 

APOSTLE CREED 

 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
Creator of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died and was buried; 
he descended into hell; on the third day he rose  
again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, 
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty; 
from there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

 

Presider: 

We turn to God in prayer, asking for the gift of the Holy Spirit in our hearts 
and in our lives 



Reader 

 

1. We pray for the Church: may we always be a haven of peace and welcome 
for all who are in need. Lord hear us 

 

2. We pray for our world: may those who are undervalued and even despised 
find true recognition and respect. Lord hear us 

 

3. We pray for those entering the Church at this time: may they be enlivened 
by the Holy Spirit so that they are able to spend their lives in loving imita-
tion of their Lord. Lord hear us. Lord hear us 

 

4. We pray for all parishioners and members of our local community who are 
in any sort of need: may we go to their help and support with understanding 
and care. Lord hear us. Lord hear us 

 

5. We pray for all who have died, especially for those who have no one to re-
member or pray for them: may they rejoice in their new life of love. Lord 
hear us 

 

Parish Prayer 

God, Creator and Life-giver we thank you for the gift of one another in our 
Parish of St Paul Apostle. Bless us and our families with the power of your 
Spirit. Inspired and motivated by St Paul’s courage and commitment to the 
person of Christ, may we continue to be open to change and challenge! 
Make us passionate and courageous in our mission of sharing the Good. 
News of Jesus Christ 

 

Presider: 

God of father, may the mystery of our lord’s death and resurrection trans-
form our lives and lead us all to share in his glory. We make our prayer 
through the same Christ our Lord. 

 

Anima Christi Prayer (Spir itual Communion)  

Soul of Christ, sanctify me; Body of Christ, save me; 
Blood of Christ, inebriate me; 
Water from the side of Christ, wash me; 
Passion of Christ, strengthen me; 
O good Jesus hear me; Within your wounds hide me; 
From all harm protect me; 
At the hour of my death, call me; 
And close to you bid me; So that with your saints, 
I may praise you forever and ever. Amen 



 

Prayer AFTER COMMUNION (Presider) 

Let us pray. 

Nourished with these sacred gifts, we humbly beseech you, O Lord, that, just as 
through the death of your Sonyou have brought us to hope for what we believe, 
so by his Resurrection you may lead us to where you call. Through Christ our 
Lord Amen. 

 

FINAL BLESSING 

 

May we step gratefully into this Holy Week. 

May we go reverently for holiness is found in unlikely places. 

May we walk lovingly with the Crucified One  

who is the Centre of all things on earth and in heaven.  

And may Almighty God bless us, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. 

 

 

Recessional  Come to Jerusalem 



St Paul Apostle Catholic Community 

Endeavour Hills VIC 

Biblical translation: NRSV  


