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24th Sunday in Ordinary Time 2021 

Year B 
 

Link for this week’s Mass is  https://youtu.be/xGrJuSwJ5NA   

  

https://youtu.be/xGrJuSwJ5NA


 



Introduction  

The Gospels emphasize that the Son of Man came to serve, rather than to be 
served. Today we explore this, inspired by Jesus’ example of service 

 

 

Penitential Rite 

Let us take a moment to reflect on our own sinfulness and open ourselves to 
God’s mercy: 

 
Lord, you gave your life for us that we might live. Lord, have mercy. 

Christ Jesus, you gave us the example of sacrifice and service.  

Christ, have mercy. 

Lord You teach us that the least on this earth is greatest in the kingdom of 

heaven. Lord, have mercy 

 
 

Opening Prayer:  

Look upon us, O God, 
Creator and ruler of all things, 
and, that we may feel the working of your mercy, 
grant that we may serve you with all our heart. 
Through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 
who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
God, for ever and ever. Amen 
 
 

First Reading:                      Is 50:5-9  

 
I gave my body to those who struck me. 
 
The Lord has opened my ear. 
For my part, I made no resistance, neither did I turn away. 
I offered my back to those who struck me, my cheeks to those who tore at my 
beard; I did not cover my face against insult and spittle. 
The Lord comes to my help, so that I am untouched by the insults. 
So, too, I set my face like flint; I know I shall not be shamed. 
My vindicator is here at hand.  
Does anyone start proceedings against me? Then let us go to court together. 



Who thinks he has a case against me? Let him approach me. 
The Lord is coming to my help, who dare condemn me? 
The word of the Lord 

Responsorial Psalm 

 

I love the Lord for he has heard 
the cry of my appeal; 
for he turned his ear to me 
in the day when I called him 
 
They surrounded me, the snares of death, 
with anguish of the tomb; 
they caught me, sorrow and distress. 
I called on the Lord’s name. 
O Lord my God, deliver me. 
 
How gracious is the Lord, and just; 
our God has compassion. 
The Lord protects the simple hearts; 
I was helpless so he saved me. 
 
He has kept my soul from death, 
my eyes from tears 
and my feet from stumbling. 
I will walk in the presence of the Lord 
in the land of the living. 
 

 
Second Reading    Jas 2:14-18  

 
Faith without good works is dead. 
 
Take the case, my brothers, of someone who has never done a single good 
act but claims that he has faith. Will that faith save him? If one of the broth-
ers or one of the sisters is in need of clothes and has not enough food to live 
on, and one of you says to them, ‘I wish you well; keep yourself warm and 
eat plenty,’ without giving them these bare necessities of life, then what 
good is that? Faith is like that: if good works do not go with it, it is quite 
dead. 
This is the way to talk to people of that kind: ‘You say you have faith and I 
have good deeds; I will prove to you that I have faith by showing you my 



good deeds – now you prove to me that you have faith without any good 
deeds to show.’   This is the word of God 
 
 

Gospel Acclamation:   

Alleluia, alleluia! 
My only glory is the cross of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
which crucifies the world to me and me to the world. 
Alleluia! 
 
 

Gospel: Mk 8:27-35  

 
You are the Christ … the Son of Man was destined to suffer much. 
 
Jesus and his disciples left for the villages round Caesarea Philippi. On the 
way he put this question to his disciples, ‘Who do people say I am?’ And 
they told him. ‘John the Baptist,’ they said, ‘others Elijah; others again, one 
of the prophets.’ ‘But you,’ he asked, ‘who do you say I am?’ Peter spoke up 
and said to him, ‘You are the Christ.’ And he gave them strict orders not to 
tell anyone about him. 
And he began to teach them that the Son of Man was destined to suffer griev-
ously, to be rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes, and to 
be put to death, and after three days to rise again; and he said all this quite 
openly. Then, taking him aside, Peter started to remonstrate with him. But, 
turning and seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said to him, ‘Get be-
hind me, Satan! Because the way you think is not God’s way but man’s.’ 
He called the people and his disciples to him and said, ‘If anyone wants to be 
a follower of mine, let him renounce himself and take up his cross and follow 
me. For anyone who wants to save his life will lose it; but anyone who loses 
his life for my sake, and for the sake of the gospel, will save it.’ 
The word of God 

 

Homily 

 

Prayers of intercession   

 

Presider  
Conscious that the life and death of each person is precious in the eyes of the 
Lord, let us place our prayers before God who is kind and merciful, and rich 

https://liturgyhelp.com/ritual/lectionary/LectionaryList%7Cmrk#mrk008


in compassion. 
 

Reader:  
 
For the grace to follow Jesus, the Christ: that we may embrace the cross as 
we experience opposition, hardship or rejection and allow God to raise us to 
new life. Lord hear us 
 
We pray for all who are suffering for the sake of the Gospel: that God will 
protect and sustain those who risk their lives to bring the Gospel message, 
the sacraments, or medical care to those in difficult or distant places. Lord 
hear us. 
 
For the gift of wisdom which comes from God alone: that the Spirit will free 
us from the desire for worldly power and wealth, and enable us to live in the 
freedom of the followers of Jesus. Lord hear us 
 
We pray for our community: that we have the strength to stand in solidarity 
with victims, the humility to come to terms with the sinful crimes of the past 
and the patience to stop and listen to children and the vulnerable. Lord hear 
us 
 
We pray for those who are sick within our community; for those whose lives 
are broken by sickness and infirmity: that they may experience the healing 
power of Christ. Lord hear us 
 
We pray for those who have died: that they may experience the fullness of 
life in the risen Christ for all eternity. Lord hear us 

 
Parish Prayer  
 

God, Creator and Life-giver we thank you for the gift of one another in our 
Parish of St Paul Apostle. Bless us and our families with the power of your 
Spirit. Inspired and motivated by St Paul’s courage and commitment to the 
person of Christ, may we continue to be open to change and challenge! 
Make us passionate and courageous in our mission of sharing the Good News 
of Jesus Christ. 
 

Presider:  
 

Gracious and loving God, source of all truth, justice and healing, we implore 
you to hear the prayers we offer and to look favourably on the pleas of your 
people. We ask this through Christ our Lord. Amen 
 
 



Anima Christi Prayer (Spir itual Communion)  

Soul of Christ, sanctify me; Body of Christ, save me; 
Blood of Christ, inebriate me; 
Water from the side of Christ, wash me; 
Passion of Christ, strengthen me; 
O good Jesus hear me; Within your wounds hide me; 
From all harm protect me; 
At the hour of my death, call me; 
And close to you bid me; So that with your saints, 
I may praise you forever and ever. Amen 

 

Prayer after Communion:  

May the working of this heavenly gift, O Lord, we pray, 
take possession of our minds and bodies, 
so that its effects, and not our own desires, 
may always prevail in us. 
Through Christ our Lord  Amen 

 

CONCLUSION 
 

May God the Father let His face shine upon you;  
may Jesus, God the Son, enlighten your path this day;  
may the Holy Spirit remind you of all that Jesus teaches you;  
and may almighty God bless you, the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  
Amen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Safeguarding Prayer 
 

Gracious God, 

you love and care for all of your children, 

especially the smallest and most vulnerable. 

We entrust to you the lives of children and adults at risk 

who have been sexually abused, 

and whose trust and innocence have been destroyed. 

Help us to hear their cries of pain 

and to take responsibility for those whose lives have been broken. 

Help us to recognise the hurt felt by those wounded by abuse, 

and the failure to be heard. 

 

We pray that with the help of your grace 

communities and families will find understanding and support, 

so that now and in the future their wounds may be healed 

and they may find lasting peace. 

Let your grace and love fall gently now upon our children and adults at risk, 

giving them the inner strength, peace and resilience 

to seek out assistance when required.  

We ask this prayer through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you  

in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God 

forever and ever. 

Amen 


