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Reflection
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(only for fully vaccinated)

(extracted from Melbourne Catholic magazine)

To varying degrees, our year has been one of disconnectedness, cut off from those regular and
life-giving experiences with our extended families, parish communities and social groups that steady and
sustain us. But through all the challenges, and despite—or even because of—our weariness and longing
for release, the Spirit has perhaps been able to speak into our lives in an especially poignant way in 2021,
calling us to renew our trust in God’s promised future. Like the prophet Isaiah speaking God’s word to
the exiled Israelites, or John the Baptist as he roamed the wilderness with his eyes on the kingdom, or
Mary as she boldly opened up her whole being to God’s plan, maybe we too have come to understand
that the grace of waiting is a gift that is not always easy to receive, but a gift nonetheless.
This resource has been prepared to support reflection as we move into the season of Advent. In our
Masses, we will read familiar Scripture passages, and different ideas may settle in us from these texts
depending on what is happening in our lives. We might find ourselves singing a song of joy as our world
begins to open again, or we may be entering into another ‘waiting’ time as COVID-19 continues to dictate our movements and gathering opportunities. Perhaps, humbled by grief or loss, or weighed down
with the troubles of the world, we are drawn to Isaiah’s profound sense of a trustworthy God, who hears
the cries of the world and answers them. We might even come to the end of this challenging year with an
incongruous sense of peace and hope, quietly carrying this with us into the Christmas season

9am Mass
Tuesday

(only for fully vaccinated)

9am Mass

Wednesday
(anyone including
NOT fully vaccinated)
7pm Mass
Thursday

(only for fully vaccinated)

9am Mass
Friday

(only for fully vaccinated)

9am Mass

Weekend Mass
Saturday 6pm
(only for fully vaccinated)
Sunday 9am, 11am and 6pm
(only for fully vaccinated)
Sunday 4.30pm
(anyone including
NOT fully vaccinated)

Please note Sunday 11am is also
ONLINE
Please click on this link to follow

It may seem strange that the first gospel text for Advent— heralding the new liturgical year—is taken
from so late in Luke’s gospel. This text occurs just after the foretelling of the destruction of the temple
and contains some apocalyptic overtones. There is an immediacy about the text that may surprise us—a
sense that something is about to change.
But perhaps the challenge with change is that it doesn’t always work to a timetable; we find ourselves in
a time of ‘now but not yet’—sometimes for what seems like a long time. New beginnings emerge
through a process: sometimes the process is a joyful one; sometimes it is long and painful. Perhaps that is
because any change involves some sort of letting go: of a hope, a dream, perhaps a loved one, perhaps
something upon which we have built our meaning-making framework. And much of this work takes
place in the heart.
John O’Donohue, the great Irish poet and writer, observed that the heart is where the beauty of the human spirit comes alive. Without the heart, the human would be sinister. Further, he writes that each of us
carries the book of life in our heart and that our heart ‘dwells in unattended darkness.’ The heart is concerned with who we are; if we ever feel lost or overwhelmed, all we have to do is become still and listen
to our heart and we will find exactly where we are. The downside of this is that the heart absorbs everything that is happening to us—and our hearts can become hardened and burdened. The state of our hearts
shapes our lives. (John O’Donohue, Benedictus, Bantam Press, 2007, p.121).
Perhaps this is an aspect of what Jesus is speaking about when he promises us that our liberation is drawing near—not just liberation from distress among the nations or the ‘roaring seas’, but liberation from the
hardness and burdens of our own hearts.
Cardinal Walter Kasper, a German theologian, observes that: ‘only inspired people can inspire. Our
words and actions need to come from adult hearts filled with conviction that Jesus is the hope of the
world.’
So perhaps this is our Advent invitation for this first week: what is it that radiates from our hearts?

https://youtu.be/LpKLMnaaizE

Reconciliation
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Prayer
Loving God, as we keep this Advent time,
awaken our hearts to goodness and hope.
Restore within us a right spirit.
Encourage us in our work towards building a world
where justice reigns.
Through Christ, our Lord, Amen.
St Paul Apostle North
Primary School
Ph. 9700 6068
Principal
Mrs Mary Lucas

St Paul Apostle South
Primary School
Ph. 9700 3663
Principal
Mr Paul Gleeson

St John’s
Regional College
Ph. 9791 3366
Principal
Mr Tim Hogan

Friday 3 December 2021 marks the International Day of People with Disability. It pr ovides an oppor tunity to celebr ate the
lives, contributions and achievements of the 4.4 million Australians living with a disability. The day aims to raise awareness and take
steps towards a more inclusive and accessible community. ‘As Pope Francis said on the International Day of People with Disability
last year, the presence of a brother or sister with a disability will help the community “to develop attitudes and acts of solidarity, and
service towards them and their families. Our aim should be to speak no longer about ‘them’, but rather about ‘us’”.
(extracted from Melbourne Catholic Magazine)

CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Thomas Michael Patti who received the Sacrament of Eucharist for the first time last Sunday at 9am Mass. We
keep him in our prayer as he joined us at the table of Christ

the directions written on the board. You may choose a family
from the list and take the top layer of the card (coloured paper)
and don’t forget to write your name and contact number on the
bottom layer which is stuck to the board (white paper). We ask
you to send the hamper to the church by Sunday 12th December,
MASSES
before 6pm Mass. The agencies will be picking them up on MonOur church is now permitted to accommodate a normal number of day 13th December in the morning.
attendees at each Mass. However, this remains subject to those
If you wish to make up a hamper, but are unable to come to the
FULLY VACCINATED ONLY. No booking is required, but we church, please do not hesitate to contact the Parish Office and we
are required to check your vaccination certificate at the door as
shall assist you in choosing a family from the list. We ask you to
you check-in to the church.
call during office hours (Tuesday to Friday 9am to 2pm) in order
Remember also that we have scheduled a 4.30pm Mass on Sunfor us to provide you with the correct information
day which is open to all including those with UNKNOWN VAC- We hope you & your family can be part of this special ministry
CINATION STATUS. However, if you wish to attend this Mass
WORKING BEE
you MUST BOOK IN ADVANCE
Thank you to all who gave of their time to come
SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION
on Saturday, Our church garden is now looking
Reminder to all children who are registered in this year’s Sacramuch neater. There is still more to be done bement of Confirmation, your last family night is this TUESDAY,
tween now and Christmas. Therefore, we still need
30th November at 7pm in the church. All candidates and their extra hands to help on the next working bee which
parents must attend this family night.
is on Saturday, 11th December from 9am to apDue to unforseen circumstances, Bishop Anthony Ireland (who
proximately 11am. If you can spare a little of your
will preside over the ceremonies) has to move the time of the Cer- time, please come with your garden tools and join us at the church
emonies of the Sacrament of Confirmation to slightly later in the car park. No experience or green thumbs required!! Just a smile
same day. They are now at 2pm and 3.30pm on SATURDAY, 4th and gardening spirit.
DECEMBER. All par ents have been infor med of the time
We hope to see many of you, as they say, "many hands make light
change accordingly.
work")
Please note that all of these events are for those FULLY VACCINATED ONLY. We will ask you to show your Full VaccinaCOMMUNION MINISTERS AND
READERS
tion certificate upon check-in
We would like to start a new roster for
CHRISTMAS HAMPERS
these 2 ministries in the new year.
Many of you have been waiting to hear news
Please contact the parish office, either
regarding the list of the families who will be
by email or phone call, if you are interreceiving hampers. The lists are now availaested in taking part in these ministries.
ble in the church on the notice board, at the
In order to avoid any confusion, we will
front, near the lectern. If you wish to take
start fresh. Therefore, even if you were part of this ministry previpart in giving a hamper to one of the famiously, if you wish to be part of it again next year, we ask you to
lies, please feel free to choose one from the board. Please follow
inform us accordingly
This weekend we pray for:
Readings:

Those whose sick

First Sunday of ADVENT Year C
Jer 33: 14-16;
1 Thess 3: 12 - 4:2;
Lk 21: 25-28, 34-36

Sam Hili, Mary Hili, Nestor Santos, Collette, Angelo Fernandes, Marcia Fernandes, Reginald, Annette Perera, Hiran, Ronald Peters, Pinky, Godfrey Joseph, Andrès, Kirk Smaller,
June Smaller, Michael Nguk Yan, Patrick Savelio, Camilla D’Rozario, Sr. Serafina, Andre
Machado, Bryony, Findlay Lawless, Gaetan Clark, Ismael Bermudez, Jack Scanlan, Domenica Lombardi, Dwayne Edmonds, Anne Ghatt, Chase McCarthy, Irma Aiello, Graham
Hawkesworth, Esric Jackson, Emily Broadbent, and All those in aged care or homebound
with chronic health issues

Second Sunday of ADVENT Year C
Baruch 5: 1-9;
Phil 1: 4-6, 8-11;
Lk 3: 1-6

Those who have died

www.universalis.com

Maxime Schellebeck, Sr. Stella Gleeson, Dodwell Pereira, Vittoria Mercuri, Sylvie Balmano, Gregory St. John, Fr. Gerard Glynn CP, Fr Felix Kialoi CP, Churchill Diaz, Duque
Onday Cortez, V. Sabanathan, Lucas Fraga, Myrtle Pereira, Brenda Di Domenico, Russell
Sugunasekera, Carla Corso, Winnie Lobo, Joseph D’Argent, Arlette Cabon, Simone &
France Desribes, Elia Marcel and all who are named in our church memorial book
May they rest in peace

We are committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults

