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THE SLUM NUN (Elizabeth Prout) 

HELL on earth,” was how 
Friedrich Engels, the politi-
cal philosopher, described 
the slums of Manchester, the 
world’s first industrial city, 
when he visited with Karl 
Marx in 1844 before they sat 
down together to formulate 
the theory of Communism. 

Densely populated and ridden with disease and 
crime, conditions were indeed appalling. The 
worst of the slums was Angel Meadow, where 
families were crowded into single rooms of 
tenement blocks. It was a place where resided, 
according to one local priest, “the poorest, the 
less educated and the most criminal members 
of the community.” 

The journalist A.B. Reach was less charitable, 
describing the district in an article for the 
Morning Chronicle in 1849 as the “lowest, 
most filthy, most unhealthy and most wicked 
locality in Manchester.” It was “full of cel-
lars,” he complained, “the home of prostitutes, 
their bullies, thieves, cadgers, vagrants, tramps 
and in the very worst sties of filth and dark-
ness... the un- happy wretches, the low Irish.  
 

Revolutionary Catholic 
It was into this world that in that same year 
Elizabeth Prout, a young, educated woman 
from Shrewsbury, dared to venture, deter-
mined to minister to the 15,000 Catholics who 
lived there, and to introduce Christ to those 
who did not yet know Him. She not only 
braved the perils of the slums, but was also 
confronted by the virulent anti-Catholicism 
that lingered from the Reformation. Yet she 
succeeded in opening schools for the children 
of the poor and hostels for the homeless and 

the abandoned; she visited the sick and trained 
women in essential skills so they could earn 
their own livings, a practice which was consid-
ered revolutionary. By 1857 she had attracted 
20 women to share her work, living together in 
“extreme poverty” in a community centred on 
the Eucharist, and who expanded their work 
across the poorest parts of the industrial North 
West of England 

Lessons of Life 

In 1863, the year before Elizabeth died at 43 
from tuberculosis she had contracted during 
her work with the poor, he community was 
formally established as the Sisters of the Cross 
and Passion, the female branch of the Passion-
ists and, taking the name Mother Mary Joseph, 
she became the first Superior General of the 
new congregation 

A pioneer 

     Elizabeth’s efforts among the poor are rec-
ognised even today by Catholics and non-
Catholic alike in her home country, here she is 
often referred to in, the media as the “Mother 
Teresa of Manchester.” In one short film made 
last year by the BBC following the second bi-
centenary of her birth in Septem ber 1820, Ed 
Glinert, a Manchester-based historian and tour 
guide, said, “Without doubt Elizabeth Prout 
was a pioneer. She had forward-thinking ideas, 
progressive at the time, and she wasn’t afraid 
to go into the slums of the worst parts of Man-
chester — Angel Meadow and Red Bank espe-
cially — where disease t was rife at the time, 
with regular outbreaks of cholera and typhoid. 
But she was brave enough to go in and admin-
ister to the sick in spite of those terrible condi-
tions.” 

     Members of the Passionist Sisters in Britain 
and Ireland, the United States, Australia, Pa-
pua New Guinea, Botswana, Chile, Argentina, 

https://youtu.be/eBVp6TwP66Q


Peru and Jamaica are rejoicing that the Vatican in January 
announced progress in the cause for the canonisation of 
Mother Elizabeth, declaring her Venerable. 

     The Archdiocese of Liverpool, where she is buried, 
opened the diocesan phase of investigations in 1994 and 
since 2008 her cause was studied by the theologians and 
historians of the Congregation for the Causes of Saints 
which has now agreed that she lived a life of heroic virtue. 
The search will now begin in earnest to find the two mira-
cles needed to declare her Blessed then recognize her as a 
saint. 

     The Most Rev. Malcolm McMahon OP, the Archbishop 
of Liverpool, said, “I am delighted that the Holy See has 
further recognized the holiness of Mother Elizabeth Prout, 
foundress of the Sisters of the Cross and Passion. “Her con-
tribution to the Church and people of England and further 
afield in the education and healthcare through the institu-
tions she founded and through the Sisters of the congrega-
tion continues to show the care of the Catholic Church for 
those in need. My prayer is that the shrine at Sutton will be 
a place of prayer for her eventual canonization.” 

Remarkable daughter 

Among those praying for the advancement of the cause is 
the Rt. Rev. Mark Davies, the Bishop of Shrewsbury, the 
town where Mother Elizabeth was born and baptised, albeit 
into the Church of England. When COVID-19 forced the 
cancellation of a Mass to mark her birth bicentenary at her 
tomb in St. Helens, Lancashire, where she is buried along-
side Blessed Dominic Barberi, who had received her - and 
who also later received St John Henry Newman - into the 
Catholic faith, Bishop Davies agreed to a request from the 
Passionist Sisters to offer a Mass at his cathedral instead. 

     In his homily he described Elizabeth as among the most 
“remarkable” of sons and daughters of the Shropshire town. 

     “Significantly, Elizabeth would be led to the same indus-
trial city where Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels had sat to-
gether to formulate the violent theory of Communism; an 
ideology that would bring still greater suffering to humani-
ty,” he said. 

     “Yet, Elizabeth risked violence herself to enter Manches-
ter’s darkest and most dangerous streets in order to reach 
those in greatest need. If Marx and Engels merely observed 
the condition of the poor, Elizabeth desired to live and die 
among them. 

     “She became a sister to the abandoned so they might 
recognise their own innate dignity as children of God. It 
was this that made Elizabeth a pioneer of education, estab-
lishing day and night schools for the industrial poor and 
homes of refuge for factory girls. Together with a handful 
of companions she confronted the most degrading situations 
with the confidence of the revolution which flows from 
Christ’s command: ‘Love one another as I have loved you.” 

Service of Love 

Bishop Davies said that he was sure Elizabeth would have 
understood restrictions ordered to the spread of the corona-
virus, having herself lived through the epidemics which 
swept the industrial communities of the north. Yet the child 
born beside the River Severn two centuries ago could never 
imagined that her life would one day be considered as ex-
emplifying for all generations, the fullness of the Christian 
life and the perfection of charity,” he said, “a life which 
would continue to speak in new prophetic ways to this 21st 

century‘ 

 The bishop then spoke of contemporary signifi-
cance o; vocation to serve “the degrader discarded... the 
recognition of the value and eternal destiny of every human 
being in those first slums 

He said, “Wherever human life is devalued and discarded – 
in what Pope Francis describes today as a ‘throw-away cul-
ture’ - Elizabeth teaches how human dignity true social pro-
gress are bound-up with love, Divine Love. 

“She saw clearly that it was only by discovering that we are 
loved by God that the innate and eternal worth of every hu-
man life is recognized and held secure. This was to be the 
labour of her life and her universal and enduring witness. 

“In the face of the overwhelming denial of human dignity in 
the first industrial slums, Elizabeth took remarkable steps in 
both education and social care, which continue to show us 
how human suffering always demands the service of love, 
not merely public services 

Second Spring saints 

“In societies where there is an urgent call for new evangeli-
sation,” Bishop Davies continued, “Elizabeth exemplifies 
that it is only by the discovery of the interior life - of inti-
mate friendship with Christ - that we will be able to go be-
yond the limits imposed by our fears, and so respond to our 
Christian calling.” 

     It is significant that the body of Elizabeth now lies be-
side not only Blessed Dominic, but also Fr. Ignatius Spen-
cer, her Passionist friend (and the ancestor of Princes Wil-
liam and Harry), whose sainthood cause is also progressing, 
because like them she is an example of a generation of pos-
sible saints of the “Second Spring,” the most prominent of 
whom, of course, is St. John Henry Newman, who was can-
onised in October 2019 by Pope Francis. 

     Locally, Catholics speak of Elizabeth’s final resting 
place - the Church of St Anne and Blessed Dominic - as 
“the church of the three saints.” 

     Long-awaited progress in her sainthood cause has helped 
to bring this prophetic vision one step closer to reality. 

(written by Simon Caldwell in Messenger of Saint Anthony 
Magazine) 

 

 

PLENARY COUNCIL ADVERTISEMENT 

AUSTRALASIAN CATHOLIC COALITION FOR CHURCH 

REFORM on Thursday 26 August 2021, 7:30pm-9:00pm (AEST) 

“THE FUTURE OF CATHOLOCISM IN AUSTRALIA 

FORUM 2”: Outcomes and Actions for the Plenary Council 

The Australasian Catholic Coalition for Church Reform invites 

Australian Catholics to the second in a series of convocations via 

Zoom. This forum will bring together diverse but complementary 

perspectives on the current state and future prospects for our 

church in Australia. 

 

The Convocation will be opened by Dr Miriam Rose Ungunmerr 

Baumann. With Guest speakers: Dr Jessie Rogers, Ms Debra 

Zanella, Mr Robert Fitzgerald, Prof Emer John Warhurst 

As we look forward to the first assembly of the Plenary Council, 3

-10 October 2021, we focus more closely on the outcomes to be 

expected. Pope Francis has stressed the engagement of all Catho-

lics, beginning with local communities, as integral to plenary 

councils and to the universal Synod on Synodality in 2023. 



The aim of this convocation is to emphasise the importance of a 

successful Plenary Council for all Catholics in Australia. We will 

be highlighting the matters that Catholics want addressed and 

resolved. The voices of the people, the sense of the faith of the 

faithful, must be heard in free and open discussion, particularly on 

matters such as the Church’s governance, and the inclusion and 

engagement of all Catholics. 

FREE REGISTRATION 

FLYER 

INFORMATION SHEET 

 

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION PROGRAM 
Due to the lockdown, we were unable to conduct a face to face 
session for our first family night. However, Fr Brendan together 
with Fr Luke have put together a session online which each of you 
can access in your own time. We ask parents to follow the session 
together with their child and have some discussion in order to aid 
their understanding of what Holy Communion is. If you have reg-
istered for the program, but have not received an email from us, 
please contact us by email: office@stpaulapostle.com.au. 
Should you or your child need any further assistance, please feel 
free to contact your child's school teacher or one of us at the par-
ish office.  
 
WEEKEND & WEEKDAY MASSES 

As a result of the current lockdown restrictions, there will be no 
face to face weekday and weekend Masses. 
However, our live streamed mass will still be available for you to 
join from home on Sunday11am. Please keep an eye on  our web-
site for any updates. 
 
FR LUKE BULLEY CP THANKSGIVING MASS 
This event is scheduled for Sunday, 22nd Au-
gust during 11am Mass. We are hoping that by then 
our church will be able to accept parishioners (in 
which case a booking is strictly required) Gathering 
afterwards will be subject to the govern-
ment regulations in place on the day of the event. 
In any case, the event will be a LIVE STREAMED 
MASS. Therefore, we hope that everyone can tune in 
and celebrate the thanksgiving together with us wherever you are.  
 

ST JOHN'S REGIONAL COLLEGE  MUSICAL SHOW 
HAS BEEN POSTPONED TO A LATER DATE DUE TO 
THE CURRENT LOCKDOWN. PLEASE CONTACT THE 
SCHOOL DIRECTLY IF YOU HAVE ANY QUERIES  
 
PRAYER BNB FOR MEN 
Invites you to join them this Saturday 7.30am-8.30am on zoom. 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/7725811552?
pwd=ZER1aWgwVmp5RVFKdWlOcVVwdUdhdz09 

Meeting ID: 772 581 1552 
Passcode: uiP98 
 
VACANCIES 
If you are interested working in hospitality field please contact: 
(03) 9700-2260 or 0403 574 622 
 
FAREWELL 
This week we say our farewell to PATRICK 
GARARD. Pat, together  with his wife Anne 
(RIP) were longtime members of our parish 
family, until Pat had to move to aged care due 
to his health. Pat died on Saturday, 7th August 
2021 with his daughters by his side. Below is 

the tribute from his children : 

On behalf of our family please accept our 
thanks for the support & friendship to our father Pat 
(Patrick) & our late mother Anne. Unfortunately COVID 
lockdown once again stopped a proper goodbye. We know 
they loved their time in the choir, weekly masses & annual 
parish dances.  
Two sweethearts back together for eternity.  
Thanks to the St Paul Apostle community,  
     
    God Bless,  
    the Garard family. 

Parish Calendar, News & Events 

Readings: 

The Assumption of  

the Blessed Virgin Mary  

Apoc 11: 19, 12: 1-6, 10;  

1 Cor 15: 20-26;  

Lk 1: 39-56 

 

21st Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Year B  

Joshua 24: 1-2, 15-18;  

Eph 5: 21-32;  

Jn 6: 60-69 

 

www.universalis.com 

This weekend we pray for: 
 

 

    Those whose sick 

 
Ging Calixto, Fred Hall, Kuncoro Setyo, Reginald, Annette Perera, Baby Sonnie, Hiran, Ronald 
Peters, Peter Shaw-Dennis, Pinky, Godfrey Joseph, Andrès, Kirk Smaller, June Smaller, Michael 
Nguk Yan, Patrick Savelio, Camilla D’Rozario, Sr. Serafina, Andre Machado, Bryony, Findlay Law-
less, Gaetan Clark, Ismael Bermudez, Jack Scanlan, Domenica Lombardi, Dwayne Edmonds, Anne 
Ghatt, Chase McCarthy, Irma Aiello, Graham Hawkesworth, Esric Jackson, Emily Broadbent, those 
who are ill due to Coronavirus and All those in aged care or homebound with chronic health issues 
     
 

Those who have died 
 
Patrick Garard, Lawrence de Penha, Marjorie de Penha, Sam Fernando, Basil Fernando, Olgar Mil-
ford, Merwyn Joseph Baptista, Rachel Naomi Fernando, Anne Garard, Theodore Cabrera, Elma Car-
mel Dilinger, Sonia Teresa Dilinger, Antonette Angelo, Deon Lawrence, Arlette Cabon and all who 
are named in our church memorial book  
 

    May they rest in peace 

We are committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults  

The Parish Office will be closed during the lockdown, but if you 
have any query or urgent matter, please send us an email or 

leave a message on our answering machine and we will reply  
to you accordingly 

(please remember to leave your contact details) 

https://dojmelbourne.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5b3afe844efe2fcfeacc50c52&id=6610ddc210&e=08edc83e8f
https://dojmelbourne.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=5b3afe844efe2fcfeacc50c52&id=6610ddc210&e=08edc83e8f

