
 

goodness, unity and charity 

 
Some years ago, Pope John Paul II went to 
Lima, Peru. There he was met by a mas-
sive crowd of two million people. Instead 
of the usual greetings from the President 
and the Cardinal, two people from a shan-
tytown stepped forward to the microphone. 
Their names were Irene and Viktor Charo. 
As the huge crowd went quiet, they begin 
to speak to the Pope. 
 
‘Holy Father, we are hungry, we are sick, 
we lack work, our children die before their 
time. Yet we believe, Holy Father, we be-
lieve in the God of life. And we hunger for 
bread.’ Before a hushed crowd, the Pope 
replied in his best Spanish. ‘You tell me 
you hunger for bread.’ ‘Yes, yes’, the mil-
lions yelled in reply. ‘You tell me you 
hunger for God’, said the Pope and again 
the crowd swelled with an emphatic ‘Yes! 
Yes!’ ‘I want this hunger for God to re-
main; I want your hunger for bread to be 
satisfied.’ 
 
The Pope then turned to the generals and 
the wealthy politicians gathered there – 
many of them devout Catholics – and said 
very starkly, ‘I won't simply say share 
what you have. I will say give it back. 
Give it back – it belongs to the poor.’ 
 
As extraordinary as the Pope's words were 
that day, Jesus' words about the Eucharist 
in today's Gospel are even more so. In the 
sixth chapter of John’s Gospel many peo-
ple were so horrified by the claims Jesus 
makes for the reality of his presence in the 
Eucharist, they stopped following him. 
John clearly links Jesus giving himself for 

the sake of God's kingdom and our re-
demption, with the communion we share 
with Him in every Mass. 
 
When we receive the Risen Christ in com-
munion it's not a symbol of his presence or 
a sign of his life to which we say ‘Amen’. 
It is Christ who hosts us, who gives us 
himself so that we might be transformed 
into His image and likeness. In modern 
language Christ says to us at every Mass, 
‘Here I am, broken and poured out in love 
for you. Take me. I'm here for you.’ 
 
The danger with all gifts, and most espe-
cially with this gift, is that we can think 
it’s just for us, an intimate moment be-
tween each of us and Christ. It is that, but 
it's also much more. St Augustine in a ser-
mon on the Eucharist on 9th August 413 
wrote that the Mass was about three 
things: goodness, unity and charity. Au-
gustine taught that if we were not better 
people, working for unity and loving each 
other away from the Eucharist, it fails to 
achieve its purpose. 
 
Hence, like the Pope in Peru, many people 
have linked the reception of the Bread of 
Life here with the giving of bread which 
sustains life away from here. On average 
in our world 26,000 die every day of star-
vation. John F Kennedy observed in 1961, 
‘The only thing standing between us and 
the elimination of hunger is our desire to 
see it.’ We could feed all the world’s poor. 
We choose not to. 
 
In a talk on the Eucharist, the then Jesuit 
General, Fr Pedro Arrupe said, ‘while 
there is hunger in the world then our Eu-
charists are incomplete’. By this he didn't 

Feast of the Body & Blood of Christ Sunday, 13-14 June, 

St Paul Apostle Catholic Community 

One Family 
5 William Hovell Drv, Endeavour Hills 3802 

T. 9700 3781 / F. 9700 6228 
office@stpaulapostle.com.au 
Www.stpaulapostle.com.au 

Priests: 

Fr Brendan Connell CP (PP) 

 

Parish Staff: 

Gillian Velupillay (Bursar) 

Didi Karkas (Secretary) 

Passionist Community 

Fr Brian Gleeson CP 

Fr Kevin Hennessy CP 

Brother Luke Bulley CP 

 

 

St Paul Apostle North 

Primary School 

Ph. 9700 6068 

Principal 

Mrs Mary Lucas 

 

St Paul Apostle South 

Primary School 

Ph. 9700 3663 

Principal 

Mr Paul Gleeson 

 

St John’s  

Regional College 

Ph. 9791 3366 

Principal 

Mr Tim Hogan 

Weekday Masses 

(booking is necessary) 

 

Monday 9am Mass 

 

Tuesday 9am Mass 

 

Wednesday 7pm Mass 

 

Thursday 9am Mass 

 

Friday 9am Mass 

 

Weekend Masses are 

Live stream Masses  

 

Saturday 

6pm 

 

Sunday 

11am 

 

 
please go into our website: 

stpaulapostle.com.au 



mean that when we gather for Mass anything is wrong. 
Rather he meant that when we gather around this holy 
table for this sacred meal while people still starve in 
the world, then something vital is lacking. There's an 
emptiness. 
 
Yet it’s an emptiness that invites us in. The God who 
comes to us at every Eucharist as real food is the same 
God that asks, ‘When I was hungry, did you feed me?’ 
This question says that just as God feeds us, so we too 
should and can feed each other. 
 
May this feast of the Body and Blood of Christ give us 
the strength of our convictions. May the real food and 
drink we provide away from this sacred table prove to 
the world the power of the Eucharist to change us into 
a people that are good, unifying and loving. And may 
we not just share with the poor from our excesses, but 
give them back the food that is rightly theirs. 
 
    by Richard Leonard SJ 
 
 
WEEKDAY MASS 
As announced last week, weekday Masses are now re-
opened. However, due to COVID-19 regulations, a maxi-
mum of 20 people only is allowable, we ask you to 
please book in advance if you wish to attend any week-
day Mass. We wish to offer everyone an opportunity to 
attend, therefore, you may book one Mass during the 
week. Booking can only be arranged by calling the Parish 
office Monday to Friday (except for holidays) between 
9.30am to 12.30pm. 
Please note that the only access to church is the WIL-
LIAM HOVELL entrance (near prayer room) 
At this stage, our weekend Masses continue to be only 
available ‘online’ 
 

CELEBRATION 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY to BROTHER 
LUKE BULLEY and VALERIE 
FERREIRA who celebrated their  
birthdays this week. They share same 
birth date, the 10th of June. 
Valerie, together with her husband Ian, have been very 
active members of the parish, especially with the St Vin-
cent de Paul bread run, as well as being lector and com-
munion ministers at weekday evening mass. 
Brother Luke, though very new to the parish has been an 
enormous help to us during this most challenging time, 
especially with his knowledge of technology. Apparently 
he also enjoys experimenting with cooking various vege-
tarian dishes. 
We keep them and their families in our prayers, so that 
although they cannot at this time celebrate as they would 
wish to, God will keep them safe and healthy over the 
many years to come.  
 
 
COMBINED CHURCHES RAFFLE TICKETS 
The draw date for this raffle tickets has been postponed 
to later date, consequently the deadline to return them to 
the parish office is also postponed to July. If you still 
have some raffle tickets with you, please ensure you re-
turn them by July. 
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This weekend we pray for: 
 

    Those whose sick 
 
Cyril Hendricks, Lawrence de Alwis, Kevin Passanise, Claudia Cunanan, Jack Scanlan, Domenica 
Lombardi, Denham Juriansz, Pat Garard, Dwayne Edmonds, Anne Ghatt, Milica Andreevska, Chase 
McCarthy, Irma Aiello, Sonny Tupai, Graham Hawkesworth, Esric Jackson, Emily Broadbent, Teddy 
Cabrera, Maureen Coughlan, All those in aged care or homebound with chronic health issues 
 
 

    Those who have died 
 

Johanna Akom, George Rego, Ninon Rita Todd, Lester Hartnett, Michael Cachia, Blossom Baptista, 
Inez Araujo, Celina Araujo, Connie Borg, Celine Magee, Therese De Silva, Maria Belak, Maria Mar-
garet Evans, Ronald Joseph Almeida, Hospicio G. Cornista Jr, Joao Ribeiro De Jesus, Carolina Bor-
ges, Angelo Arena, Loretta Valente, Des Manning, Benedict Barba, Don Nelson, Susie Iudica, Antoi-
netta Faiola, Pastor Godilano, Emmanuel Roche, Angela Thompson, Idea Verlaque, Brendan Cun-
ningham, Helena Vidot, Pearl Moraes, William De Hoedt, Lilly Agnes Pereira, Delia Morales, Marie 
Noelette Rousetty, Joseph Vincent Peiris, Concetta Azzara, Isabelle Lubin, Lorna Speck, Ivan Ko-
vacevich, Shirley Hingston, Michael Gherxi, Giuseppe Rullo, Mervyn Setunga, Emelina Morales 
Cruz, Godwin Bower, Sylvan Dalpathado, Felisberto De Araujo 
 
    May they rest in peace 

We are committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults  


