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3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year B, 23-24 January, 2021
CLOSE THE DISTANCE NOT THE GATE

called sinners, all that stood between them and entry
into the kingdom was a genuine invitation

Nobel-prizing winning author, Toni Morrison, assessing the times, asks this question: "Why should we
want to know a stranger when it is easier to estrange
another? Why should we want to close the distance
when we can close the gate?” Except this isn’t a question, it’s a judgement.

Weekday Masses
Monday
9am Mass
Tuesday
9am Mass
Wednesday
7pm Mass
Thursday
9am Mass
Friday
9am Mass

Weekend Masses
Saturday
6pmMass
Sunday
9am, 11am & 6pmMass
(11am Mass will also be live
streamed)

Parish Reconciliation:
Saturdays 10am - 10.30am
Please contact Parish Office on
97003781 if you wish to book any of
the weekend Masses
please go into our website:
stpaulapostle.com.au

Why aren’t you practicing a faith? No one has invited
us! Just in my own, admittedly limited, pastoral experience, I have seen a number of individuals who from
childhood to early or late mid-life were indifferent to,
and even somewhat paranoid about, religion and
church. It was a world from which they had always felt
excluded. But, thanks to some gracious person or fortuIt’s a negative judgement on both our society and our
churches. Where are our hearts really at? Are we trying nate circumstance, at a moment, they felt invited in and
they gave themselves over to their new religious family
more to close the distance between us and what’s forwith a disarming warmth, fervor, and gratitude, often
eign, or are we into dosing gates to keep strangers estaking a fierce pride in their new identity. Witnessing
tranged?
this several times, I now understand why the prostitutes
In fairness, it might be pointed out that this has always and tax collectors, more than the church people at the
been a struggle. There hasn’t been a golden age within time, believed in Jesus. He was the first religious perwhich people wholeheartedly welcomed the stranger.
son to truly invite them in.
There have been golden individuals and even golden
Sadly, too, there’s a reverse side to this, where, all too
communities who were welcoming, but never society
often, in all religious sincerity, we not only don’t invite
or church as a whole.
certain others in, we positively close the gates on them.
Much as this issue is so front and in our politics today, We see that, for example, a number of times in the
as countries everywhere struggle with their immigraGospels where those around Jesus block others from
tion policies and with what to do with millions of refu- having access to him, as is the case in that rather colgees and migrants wanting to enter their country, l
ourful story where some people are trying to bring a
want to take Morrison’s challenge, to close the distance paralytic to Jesus but are blocked by the crowds surrather than close the gate to our churches: Are we invit- rounding him and consequently have to make a hole in
ing in the stranger? Or, are we content to let the esthe roof in order to lower the paralytic into Jesus’ prestranged remain outside?
ence
There is a challenging motif within Jesus’ parable of
the over-generous vineyard owner which can easily be
missed because of the overall lesson within the story.
It concerns the question that the vineyard owner asks
the last group of workers, those who will work for only
one hour. Unlike the first group, he doesn’t ask them:
”Do you want to work in my vineyard?” Rather he asks
them: ”Why aren’t you working?” Their answer:
”Because no one has hired us!” Notice they don’t answer by saying that their non-employment is because
they are lazy, incompetent, or disinterested. Neither
does the vineyard owner’s question imply that. They
aren’t working simply because no one has given them
the invitation to work!

Too frequently, unknowingly, sincerely, but blindly,
we are that crowd around Jesus, blocking access to him
by our presence. This is an occupational danger especially for all of us who are in ministry. We so easily, in
all sincerity, in the name of Christ, in the name of orthodox theology, and in the name of sound pastoral
practice set ourselves up as gatekeepers, as guardians
of our churches, through whom others must pass in
order to have access to God. We need to more clearly
remember that Christ is the gatekeeper, and the only
gatekeeper, and we need to refresh ourselves on what
that means by looking at why Jesus chased the moneychangers out of the temple in John’s Gospel. They, the
moneychangers, had set themselves up as a medium
Sadly, i believe this is the case for so many people who through which people had to pass in order to offer worship to God. Jesus would have none of it.
are seemingly cold or indifferent to religion and our
churches. Nobody has invited them in! And that was
Our mission as disciples of Jesus is not to be gatetrue too at the time of Jesus. Whole groups of people
keepers. We need instead to work at closing the diswere seen as being indifferent and hostile to religion
tance rather than closing the gate.
and were deemed simply as sinners. This included
prostitutes, tax collectors, foreigners, and criminals.
Jesus invited them in and many of them responded with
by Fr. Ron Rolheiser
a sincerity, contrition, and devotion that shamed those
who considered themselves true believers. For the so—
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Parish Calendar, News & Events
Bro. LUKE DIACONATE
Saturday, January 30th, 2021 at 10.00am
in the Church, followed by reception (finger
food) 11.00am to 1.00pm at Tim O’Toole
Annexe/ Martin Place.
If you would like to attend, please contact
Didi or the Parish Office to book, as numbers
are limited
HANDMADE WOODWORK RELIGIOUS ITEMS

are interested in the woodworks and wish to give a donation,
please feel free to contact the parish office during the week or
at the Mass on the weekend. The picture above displays samples of Thắng’s creations, some are suitable for hanging on the
wall, others to decorate your desk or to be worn as ornaments
around the neck.
CONGRATULATIONS to ROHAN AND CHARMAINE
WICKRAMASINGHE who are celebrating their 40th wedding anniversary on the 24th January 2021. Charmaine and
Rohan have been part of our parish family since 1989 and have
been actively involved in ministries within the parish. Rohan
is currently one of our ministers visiting and giving communion to the housebound and view hills manor aged
care. They have been blessed with 2 children and 5 grandchildren. We will keep them in our prayers that God will always
keep them safe and happy.

OUR CHURCH
As mentioned in last week’s newsletter, we are re-visiting some of
the unique features of our church.
Last week we highlighted the writing on the bush around the main
cross. This week we highlight the
main Cross itself. The cross was
erected as the main building was
erected. That would have been
Thắng is a Passionist novice from Vietnam. During the past six around 1983. This cross was kindly
months at Holy Cross, Templestowe, he has been cutting and donated by a family in our parish
varnishishing crosses that can be worn around the neck and
community. We thank them for
other types of wooden items that have images or quotes. Thắng their generous donation and will
has been happy to share the crosses and other items, but at Ho- keep the family in our prayers.
ly Cross it was decided that he would offer the items and if
people wanted to make a donation for them, any money
would go to the many homeless and poor people begging in his
own home town of Nghệ An in Đồng Nai Province in the north
central coast of Vietnam. He has arranged to pass on funds to
the parish priest. Thắng visited us last weekend and displayed
his works after the 9 &11am Masses; he received total donations of $500 from our ever generous parishioners in exchange for his wonderful woodworks. Thắng wishes to pass
his thanks on to our parishioners for their generous support and
has kindly left the remaining goods at the parish office. If you

Australia Day Mass
Tuesday,
January 26, 2021
at 9am

This weekend we pray for:
Those whose sick

3rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr B:
Jonah 3: 1-5, 10;
1 Cor 7: 29-31;
Mk 1: 14-20

4th Sunday in Ordinary Time Yr B:
Deut 18: 15-20;
1 Cor 7: 32-35;
Mk 1: 21-28

Ruth Gregory, Dolores Augustus, Camilla D’Rozario, Angela Ameruso, Sr. Serafina, Andre Machado,
Yvette Woods, Bryony, Findlay Lawless, Betty Evans, Danny Sugunasekera, Gaetan Clark, Ismael
Bermudez, Cyril Hendricks, Lawrence de Alwis, Kevin Passanise, Claudia Cunanan, Jack Scanlan,
Domenica Lombardi, Denham Juriansz, Dwayne Edmonds, Anne Ghatt, Milica Andreevska, Chase
McCarthy, Irma Aiello, Sonny Tupai, Graham Hawkesworth, Esric Jackson, Emily Broadbent and All
those in aged care or homebound with chronic health issues
Those who have died
Elisabetta Tavone, Afonso Moniz, Antonina Nunes, Rosario Stellado, and all who are named in our
church memorial book
May they rest in peace

www.universalis.com

We are committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults

