
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A, 24-25 October, 2020 

 

Dear Parishioners 

I trust you are well. 

The announcement regarding the easing of 
restrictions in relation to the re-opening of 
places of worship on November 1st was not as 
expansive as we had hoped. Nonetheless, we 
will recommence celebrating weekday Eucha-
rist on Monday November 2nd at 9.00am. The 
Mass will be outdoors and we will have 15 
people able to attend. We will keep the num-
bers slightly under our limit to allow for any 
special reasons that people or families may 
have to attend. The decision about where the 
Eucharist will physically take place will be 
determined by the parish team in the coming 
days. We need to find a location that is as 
noise and weather friendly as possible. 

The liturgical timetable will return to its famil-
iar pattern but there will be no communal ro-
sary or exposition until we are able to cele-
brate Eucharist inside the Church. People can 
begin ringing from next Tuesday to book a 
place and you can nominate for 2 Masses per 
week. We will revisit the availability of the 
sacrament of reconciliation soon but our intent 
is to make the sacrament available on a num-
ber of occasions prior to Christmas. 

While we have cause to be optimistic, the situ-
ation remains fluid and the weeks ahead will 
require adaptation. We will try to respond to 
the changes as rapidly as possible but please 
be patient with us. A gradual return to Church 
services and an increase in attendance is our 
long term goal but this is goal that still de-
mands patience and co-operation. We will not 
open weekend Masses to public attendance 
until the numbers increase to 50. If there is a 
very special reason to attend any of the Mass-
es, please contact the office. Live streaming of 
the Saturday Vigil (6.00pm) and Sunday 
morning (11.00am) will continue for the fore-
seeable future. 

I acknowledge that most of us were disap-

pointed at the latest decision regarding places 
of worship but we need to remain patient, calm 
and caring. The Archbishop has articulated the 
concerns we all have to the authorities and we 
need to allow him to represent us. To engage 
in name calling and derogatory comments 
aimed at authorities debases us and is not rep-
resentative of the Christian ideal. We all hope 
that the Archbishop can engage in constructive 
conversation with the various authorities and 
that this will result in a better outcome for all 
our communities. At this stage it is dialogue, 
not division that is the way forward. 

If people feel very strongly about the lack of 
opportunities for places of worship to recom-
mence their practices, please write a direct but 
polite letter to your local member of parlia-
ment.  

Blessings 

The Parish Team 

 

 

A little prayer for this weekend 

 

 

Let nothing disturb you, 

Let nothing frighten you. 

All things are passing: 

God alone is changeless. 

Patience gains all things, 

Who has God wants nothing. 

God alone suffices  

(St Theresa of Avilla) 
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FAREWELL 

JIM ALDAG passed away peacefully dur ing 
the week at the age of 97. Jim and Mary (dec. 
2019 ) were longtime faithful parishioners of our 
parish family. Even after their relocation to Cran-
bourne, they frequently returned to catch up with 
parish friends - especially those in seniors group 
and those in the 9am Mass Community. Jim con-
stant faith, gentleness and love of people are an example to us all. 
A life well lived. 
 
This weekend we remember STEVEN JUDD, broth-
er of our parishioners Carl Judd and Andrea Anthony. 
He is also the brother of Janis, Bella, Desmond and 
Rodney. Steven passed into his new life on Monday, 19th October 
in Sangad, Pakistan. It is a consolation for the family that Ste-
ven’s Requiem Mass was held at St Paul Catholic Church, San-
gad.  

We pray that their families find some comfort through the care 
and love of those around them 

 
SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION 
By now, parents and candidates would have received the infor-
mation from the last session of the preparation for sacrament of 
Confirmation. Please take your time in completing this session 
and we will keep you updated on the next process  
 
MASKS MADE BY THE JUSTICE GROUP 
A gentle reminder that the masks made by the Justice Group are 
still available. They are composed of 3 layers of cotton fabric with 
elastic ties. There are a few different sizes available. Please con-
tact the parish office if you wish pick up some masks. 
The purpose making these masks is to assist our parishioners, 
especially the vulnerable. Therefore, please feel free to contact us 
if you require some masks. They are not for sale, however a dona-
tion is always welcomed as all proceeds are used to make more 
masks as well as providing invaluable funds for the supply of 
eggs for the refugees program  
(picture is one of the sample) 
 
STAYING SAFE ONLINE 
The eSafety Commissioner has recently published a free e-book 
resource 'Online safety for grandparents and carers' which pro-

vides advice about online safety issues that children and young 
people may experience. This resource provides “key advice about 
online safety issues that can affect children and young people” 
including practical tips to help grandparents and carers to talk 
about these issues with children and young people and manage 
them.  Helpful topics include: setting up devices safely; managing 
time online; preventing unsafe contact from strangers as well as a 
guide to some of the most popular sites and apps. 
Grandparents and carers can order a hard copy or download and 
view the resource online: https://www.esafety.gov.au/seniors/
online-safety-grandparents-carers 

St John’s Regional College 

Due to the Coronavirus our Open Events will be conducted in an 
online forum. We invite you to explore the new facilities and op-
portunities that St John’s Regional College offers through the virtu-
al tour on our website www.sjrc.vic.edu.au. Learn about the 10 
year Masterplan and how we are continuing to improve and grow 
our facilities, offering new opportunities to students. 
VIRTUAL OPEN MORNING Thursday 22 October - 9.15am 
VIRTUAL OPEN EVENING Tuesday 17 November - 6pm 
To book a tour, visit: https://www.trybooking.com/BALBU 

 

Prayer of Blessing For our VCE Students 
 

Loving God, 
in your kindness, guide these students 

preparing for their examinations. 
As they stand before you today, 

we ask that their work at school and their study at home, 
be rewarded with good scores and desired results. 

Be close to them especially in the coming weeks 
as they sit their examinations and in their lives ahead. 

May their knowledge be used 
to ennoble our world and enrich our society. 
We pray that they will be true to themselves 

as they strive to live by their Christian values. 
May they always acknowledge you as the source of life and love 

and know that you walk always by their side 
and will never desert them. 

May they continue their connection with our parish community 
and in their own unique ways be able to contribute to its life. 

We ask this prayer through Christ our Lord. 
Amen  

Parish Calendar, News & Events 

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time:  

Is 45: 1, 4-6;  

1 Thess 1: 1-5; 

Mt 22: 15-21 

 

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time:  

Ex 22: 20-26;  

1 Thess 1: 5-10; 

Mt 22: 34-40 

 

www.universalis.com 

This weekend we pray for: 
 

    Those whose sick 
 
Bryony, Findlay Lawless, Betty Evans, Danny Sugunasekera, Gaetan Clark, Ismael Bermudez, Cyril 
Hendricks, Lawrence de Alwis, Kevin Passanise, Claudia Cunanan, Jack Scanlan, Domenica Lombar-
di, Denham Juriansz, Dwayne Edmonds, Anne Ghatt, Milica Andreevska, Chase McCarthy, Irma 
Aiello, Sonny Tupai, Graham Hawkesworth, Esric Jackson, Emily Broadbent and All those in aged 
care or homebound with chronic health issues 
 
 
    Those who have died 
 

Steven Judd, Mary Ward, Una Cooney, Edgardo Garcia Snr, Charlie D’Rozario, Dennis Macapogay, 
Crisanto Aquila, Marjorie Meade, Katherine Claire Daly, Adriano Da Silva, Aaron Dascoli, Norman 
Kenneth Werhmeister, Myra Fernandez, Enaud Nicolas, Domnic Gonsalves, Matthew Do Van Ly, Joe 
Hosephino, Carmelu Muscat, Francis Cachia, Eileen Doreen E Cokanacagi, Ricardo Sy, Edgar Daly, 
Jose Valente, Feliza Dunca, Wulfran Michaud, Josephine Robbins, Harold Robbins, Elizabeth Ro-
drigues, Maria Francesca Lucette, Dolores de Brass, Michael Adams, Dabid Diamond, Sybert Payet, 
Jose Abrantes, Marisa Del Prete, Gerald Lodwick, Marie Therese Mondon 
 
    May they rest in peace 

We are committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults  
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