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30th Sunday in Ordinary Time, 24 October, 2021

REFLECTION
Below is the reflection by Passionist Superior General, Fr Joachim
Rego CP, during the Feast of St Paul of the Cross, 19 October 2021
I believe we are called to be men and women who must cultivate
hearts of compassion for ourselves and for our mission: “...it is by entering into the pain and suffering of Jesus that we are strengthened to
enter into our own pain and suffering, and so are able to stand with
others in theirs.” — A Passionist Heart

(only for fully vaccinated)

After all, the passionate (loving &suffering) heart is a prominent symbol in our Spirituality and the Sign which identifies us. And so, we Passionists need to check our hearts
regularly, making sure that they are not hardening, corroding or becoming insensitive
to the cries, joys and sorrows of people, creation and our planet which can so easily
happen in our busy, distracting and unreflective age. In prayerful contemplation, we are
called to make our stance in life at the foot of the Cross where we contemplate that
Crucified Heart of Jesus which does not seek pity for itself, but instead empties itself in
solidarity and compassion (suffers with) for all the ‘Crucified’ of the universe. Our
seeming ‘useless’ standing by the Cross re- quires a strength and resilience to be present and let our heart connect with the Heart of the Crucified One, drawing from it the
gift of compassion (God’s gift, not our doing). This is what enables and moves us to
similarly look with pity, draw near, embrace, include, forgive and carry the lost, abandoned and forgotten of this world. We create room for them in our hearts and support
them in spirit, prayer and kind.
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In reflecting 0n Henri Nouwen’s notion of “compassionate prayer”, Sr Therese O’Regan CP in a paper titled Tell the world of God’s great Compassion - the heart of our
Passionist calling wrote:
One of the most powerful experiences in a life of compassion is the expansion of
our hearts into a world embracing space of healing from which no one is excluded.
Prayer for others is the very beat of a compassionate heart — to pray for another
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means to allow their suffering, anxieties, loneliness, their confusion and fears to resound in our own innermost selves. But in the midst of that experience, I realise that compassion is not mine but God's gift to me. I
cannot embrace the world, but God can. I cannot pray, but God can pray in me. When God became as we
are (incarnation), that is when God allowed all of us into his intimate life, it became possible for us to
share in his infinite compassion. In prayer, the unprincipled dictator and vicious torturer can no longer
remain the object of our fear, hatred, revenge because when we pray, we stand at the centre of the great
mystery of Divine Compassion. Dietrich Bonhoeffer expressed this with powerful simplicity when he wrote
that to pray for others is to give them the same right as we have received, namely, to stand before Christ
and share in His mercy.
On this feast of our founder St Paul of the Cross, in this year of our Congregation’s jubilee of foundation reflecting on “Renewing our Mission”, I share with you these thoughts which were sparked in me following my
chance encounter with the woman doctor who revealed to me her compassionate heart that suffers with, cries
for, and calls for our attention to the world’s suffering people, the ‘crucified’ who are often forgotten. “We hear
nothing about them", but “they are all our children”. As Passionists, we are called to keep alive the Memory of
the Passion which continues until the end of time. We do this by cultivating the gift of loving compassion
which allows us to stand with and act on behalf of those who suffer
May the Passion of Jesus be always in our hearts.
May the blessings and prayers of St Paul of the Cross
lead us to God’s Heart.
RE-OPENING THE CHURCH
This week the PPC held a meeting to discuss the opening of our
Church. Below is the decision of the meeting:
 At this stage, as the allowed maximum number of attendees is
only 20 (FULLY VACCINATED) Our weekend Mass will
remain ONLINE ONLY.
 WEEKDAY Masses are now open to the public, BOOKING
IN ADVANCE IS NECESSARY.
 In order to accommodate everyone, it has been decided in the
meeting that:
1/ Those who are FULLY VACCINATED can only attend
morning Masses (Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday)
2/ Those who are NOT FULLY VACCINATED can only
attend WEDNESDAY EVENING MASS (7pm)
If you wish to attend WEEKDAY MASS please speak to one of
us in the parish office. Phone 9700 3781 or email to office@stpaulapostle.com.au. If you made a booking, you must ensure you receive a confirmation from us.

VCE STUDENT’S BLESSING
Please remember at this Sundays Mass we will conduct a special
blessing for all of our VCE students who are beginning their final
exams.
SACRAMENT FOR CHILDREN
We understand that everyone is anxious about this, unfortunately
at this stage we are still not in a position to make any final plans
regarding the sacrament programs. However, we are positive that
we will be able to have our children complete their relevant sacraments within this year.
NEWS FROM JUSTICE GROUP
There will be a virtual meeting on CLIMATE CHANGE. This
event will be on THURSDAY, 11 November 2021 from 7.30pm.
If you wish to be part of it, please visit their website,
click here to register
This weekend we pray for:

Readings:
30th Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year B
Jer 31: 7-9;
Heb 5: 1-6;
Mk 10: 46-52

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time
Year B
Deut 6: 2-6;
Heb 7: 23-28;
Mk 12: 28-34

Those whose sick
Gregory St. John, Jerome, Evangeline, Prashani, Nishantha, Naveesh, Aveesh, Angelo Fernandes,
Marcia Fernandes, Kuncoro Setyo, Reginald, Annette Perera, Baby Sonnie, Hiran, Ronald Peters,
Pinky, Godfrey Joseph, Andrès, Kirk Smaller, June Smaller, Michael Nguk Yan, Patrick Savelio, Camilla D’Rozario, Sr. Serafina, Andre Machado, Bryony, Findlay Lawless, Gaetan Clark, Ismael Bermudez, Jack Scanlan, Domenica Lombardi, Dwayne Edmonds, Anne Ghatt, Chase McCarthy, Irma
Aiello, Graham Hawkesworth, Esric Jackson, Emily Broadbent, and All those in aged care or homebound with chronic health issues
Those who have died
Fr. Gerard Glynn CP, Fr Felix Kialoi CP, Churchill Diaz, Duque Onday Cortez, Michael Watts, Ang
Swee Lan, Ging Calixto, Kerri-Ann Rosette, Lynette Strahan, Yusta Ntasa, Patricia Paul, Deon Lawrence and all who are named in our church memorial book
May they rest in peace
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We are committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults

