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No weekend or week-

day Masses until fur-

ther advice 

 

Live streamed Mass is 

on Sunday 11am 

 

Please click on this link to follow 

this Sunday Mass 

https://youtu.be/CwMVCIZ3W5c 
    

 

No Reconciliation this 

weekend      

 

 

 

FIFTH PLENARY COUNCIL 
 

Council Members begin communal work of discernment 
 

The first “spiritual conversations” of the Fifth Plenary Council of Australia covered a broad range of 
thoughts and topics from Baptism being the place for fundamental conversion to the need for the Church 
to tend to its past and current failures. 
The process for communal discernment by the 278 members during the Plenary Council’s two assem-
blies follows the “centuries-old practice of “spiritual conversations”. 
Using that process, 10 groups of members are praying with and reflecting on 16 questions across six 
themes: Conversion, Prayers, Formation, Structures, Governance and Institutions. 
During this morning’s livestream, a representative of each of the 10 groups provided a summary of Mon-
day afternoon’s prayer and discussion. 
 
A common theme emerging from those small group sessions was the importance of listening to and ac-
companying people, including those on the peripheries and at all levels of the Church. 
There was also an emphasis on hearing the voices of “churches” in the plural – noting the rich diversity 
of liturgy and traditions in the Eastern Rites and migrant communities, many of which have had a long 
history in Australia. 
One group spoke of the differences between rural and metropolitan parishes and another pointed out that 
the Council agenda needed to address the issue of “ecumenical and interfaith dialogue and cooperation”. 
 
After a moving Acknowledgement of Country during Monday’s opening plenary session, the group ex-
ploring Indigenous issues expressed the belief that the Church would be “enlivened” with the full partici-
pation of First Nations peoples. There was a call for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people to be 
able to minister to their communities and to each other. 
 
Speaking on behalf of her small group, Selina Hasham said that being a Church on a “mission of contri-
tion” might be shameful and humbling, but it could be a source of new life. 
Virginia Bourke said within her group there was a sense of coming to the end of a particular way of be-
ing Church in the world – “a change of era”, prompting a new paradigm of Church. 
“We need new wineskins,” she said during her group’s report. 
That group also talked about the need for “imagination” in how to present a missionary Church and sug-
gested drawing on existing expertise on governance and mission, including from Catholic social service 
and health agencies. 
 
On the question of prayer, Council members spoke a great deal from personal experience and forming a 
personal relationship with Christ which “then enables us to go out to others”. 
The question of formation was considered across a number of groups and seen as an issue for not just the 
ordained or Church leaders, but should be “normalised” as a culture within the Church. 
One group suggested the experience of married deacons and priests in the Eastern Rites had “much to 
offer in terms of clerical formation, particularly the role that wives can play in formation”. 
During a discussion on clericalism, one group asked how we could prevent a “bad culture” of clericalism 
in a group, whether it be priestly or lay. 
Parishes were seen as a place where the laity could be empowered to live out their baptismal calling as 
missionary disciples, with faith formation being an important part of this. 
 
The group on governance reflected on “How do we as a Church walk side by side, women, men, lay and 
ordained, priest and Bishop towards the road to Christ?”. The discussion included why women didn’t 
have a significant role in governance. 
Catholic education was considered by one group as having served the Church well for 200 years, noting 

https://youtu.be/CwMVCIZ3W5c
https://mediablog.catholic.org.au/spiritual-conversations-will-aid-plenary-council-discernment/
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Plenary-Council-Agenda.pdf
https://plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/06/Plenary-Council-Agenda.pdf


Readings: 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Year B  

Wis 7: 7-11;  

Heb 4: 12-13;  

Mk 10: 17-30 

 

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Year B  

Is 53: 10-11;  

Heb 4: 14-16;  

Mk 10: 35-45 

 

www.universalis.com 

This weekend we pray for: 
 

    Those whose sick 

 
Jerome, Evangeline, Prashani, Nishantha, Naveesh, Aveesh, Angelo Fernandes, Marcia Fernandes, 
Fred Hall, Kuncoro Setyo, Reginald, Annette Perera, Baby Sonnie, Hiran, Ronald Peters, Peter Shaw-
Dennis, Pinky, Godfrey Joseph, Andrès, Kirk Smaller, June Smaller, Michael Nguk Yan, Patrick 
Savelio, Camilla D’Rozario, Sr. Serafina, Andre Machado, Bryony, Findlay Lawless, Gaetan Clark, 
Ismael Bermudez, Jack Scanlan, Domenica Lombardi, Dwayne Edmonds, Anne Ghatt, Chase McCar-
thy, Irma Aiello, Graham Hawkesworth, Esric Jackson, Emily Broadbent, those who are ill due to 
Coronavirus and All those in aged care or homebound with chronic health issues 
     
 

Those who have died 
 
Duque Oday Cortez, Michael Watts, Ang Swee Lan, Ging Calixto, Kerri-Ann Rosette, Lynette Stra-
han, Yusta Ntasa, Patrick Garard, Lawrence de Penha, Marjorie de Penha, Sam Fernando, Basil Fer-
nando, Olgar Milford, Deon Lawrence, Percy Jones, Maria Mifsud, Salvino Mifsud, Charlie Mifsud, 
Joe Mifsud, Vincent Bugeja, Kumar, Dorothy Chang, Cleo Orton, Liam Bourke and all who are 
named in our church memorial book  

     
    May they rest in peace 

We are committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults  

REMINDER 
Please send in the names of all those whom you would like to 
remember on All Souls Day. We will prepare the book of remem-
brance and place it on the altar throughout the month of Novem-
ber. You may send details by email to of-
fice@stpaulapostle.com.au or leave a message on 9700 3781. 
Please also keep videos or messages coming in for 
the connect@home series.  
 
CONGRATULATIONS  to BROOKE AND JAY GRAY who 
welcomed their new born son  HARRISON JOSEPH CHRIS-
TIAN GRAY, a brother to ZARIA, on SEPTEMBER the 8th  

Advertisement 
Those who are affiliated with the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate 
(OMI’s) may be interested in a group that meets via zoom on Thursday even-
ing throughout October. The focus of the group is the upcoming Sunday Gos-
pel and as well as reflecting on the Gospel there is some music and sharing. It 
begins at 8.00pm and you can connect to the zoom group via the website 
(https://demazenodfamily.com.au/harvest/)  All who are interested (not just 
OMI’s) are free to join in. 
 
BNB Prayer meeting for Men 
2nd and 4th Saturday of each month Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/
j/86065540405?pwd=MGllTFh1RGlhcENOR1J6UkNabURiQT09 
Meeting ID: 860 6554 0405 
Passcode: 702491 
Phone dial in: +61280156011 or +61370182005 

that the emergence of the Catholic tertiary sector had enhanced and changed the landscape. 
In reporting back to the full assembly, Sr Cecilia Joseph OP said her group spoke of the role of the school in supporting families, but 
not replacing the family, and the need to strengthen the sacramental practice of our students and our families. 
 “We further discussed the increasing number of non-practising families and non-Catholics in our schools and institutions and how we 
reach out to them effectively,” she said. “It was noted that our schools are full, but our churches are empty.” 
While many members expressed hope and excitement about the assembly on the first full day of the first general assembly, others 
were “anxious” and had a sense of urgency for change.  
 

Plenary Council Prayer 

 
We stand before you, Holy Spirit,  

conscious of our sinfulness,  
 but aware that we gather in your name.  

 

 Come to us, remain with us,  
and enlighten our hearts.  

 

 Give us light and strength  
to know your will, to make it our own  

and to live it in our lives.  
 

 Guide us by your wisdom, support us by your power,  
for you are God,  

sharing the glory of Father and Son.  
 

 You desire justice for All  
 

 enable us to uphold the rights of others;  
do not allow us to be misled by ignorance  

or corrupted by fear or favour.  
Unite us to yourself in the bond of love  
and keep us faithful to all that is true.  

 

 As we gather in your name  
may we temper justice with love,  

so that all our decisions may be pleasing to you,  
and earn the reward  

promised to good and faithful servants,  
Amen.  

https://demazenodfamily.com.au/harvest/
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86065540405?pwd=MGllTFh1RGlhcENOR1J6UkNabURiQT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86065540405?pwd=MGllTFh1RGlhcENOR1J6UkNabURiQT09

