
27th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A, 4-5 October, 2020 

 

Dear Parish Community 

As I begin writing this letter I do so with a 
sense of trepidation. There have been so many 
preliminary plans thwarted during this pan-
demic that it has been difficult to remain opti-
mistic. The expression “fluid situation” has 
become part of our common language and has 
proven to be an accurate depiction of the 
times. Despite this, and the acknowledgement 
that we remain in a “fluid situation” there are 
some positive signs and we have reason to 
look to the future with a sense of hope. This 
hope is however tempered by the number of 
deaths, especially in aged care residences and 
the burgeoning numbers of our brothers and 
sisters around the world who are falling victim 
to the virus. We need to continue to pray for 
an end to this crisis. 

The Parish team believe it would be prudent to 
begin preliminary plans for a gradual return to 
Church services. In the not too distant future 
we are likely to see ourselves in a similar pat-
tern to that which we were practicing before 
the “second wave. When the church re-opens 
we will need to prepare it in accordance with 
the archdiocesan and government guidelines.. 

If the numbers are capped at 20 we will re-
sume weekday Masses within days of the an-
nouncement. You will need to book and there 
will be only one entrance in and out of the 
Church. The recording of names, phone num-
bers and sanitizing will be necessary. Week-
end Masses will continue to be live streamed 
on Saturday at 6.00pm and Sunday at 
11.00am. Attendance at these Masses will be 
invitation only as they will be reserved for 
those who are celebrating significant mile-
stones or remembering loved ones whose fu-
nerals they are unable to attend. When num-
bers are increased to 50 we will return to our 
normal weekend schedule of the 4 masses at 
our regular times. The Saturday vigil and Sun-
day 11.00am will continue to be live streamed.  

 

 

You will initially be able to book for 3 week-
day Masses per week and 1 weekend Mass per 
month (when the numbers are increased to 50). 
There will be some flexibility in these book-
ings and provisions for those who have special 
needs and intentions will be responded to. 
People are free to ring to see if there are places 
available. 

The wider community has been terrific in their 
support of the parish team and we appreciate 
your concern and cooperation. We would ask 
you to remain calm, patient and caring as we 
navigate the road ahead. There will be a mas-
sive backlog of baptisms and memorial mass-
es, as well as the postponed ceremonies for the 
sacraments of reconciliation, first holy com-
munion and confirmation. Fr John Aurum will 
not be coming until the middle of next year 
and Fr Kevin Hennessey will not be back until 
December so the parish team will be under a 
lot of pressure to “catch up.” It will probably 
take us until January/February to be on top of 
everything. We mention this as a reminder that 
the way ahead will be gradual and that pa-
tience and understanding will be necessary. 

In the meantime, let us be vigilant in prayer 
and filled with the hope that the Holy Spirit 
has breathed into us. 

Blessings 

The Parish Team 

 

 

2020 Combined Catholic Parishes Raffle were 
drawn on 26 September 2020 and results have 
been published in the Herald Sun and Geelong 
Advertiser on Wednesday, 30 September 2020. 
Winners would have been notified by telephone. 
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WEDDING ANNIVERSARY 
Congratulations to RAY & ELAINE GILLETTE who celebrated 
their 60th wedding anniversary this week, 1st October. Ray and 
Elaine are long time members of the parish family. Together they 
have actively involved themselves with many activities and minis-
tries in the parish. 

FIGHT KID’S CANCER! 
One of our parishioners, MAOGE TENISIO, who is one of our 
usual singers at 9am Mass on Sundays, decided to take part in the 
GREAT CYCLE CHALLENGE AUSTRALIA. He will cover  
250kms on his bike during this month (October). Below is his 
message to us, well done Maoge !!: 

This October, I am taking part in the Great Cycle Challenge 
to fight kids' cancer! I am pedalling for the entire month and 
my goal is to ride 250 km. 
Why am I doing this? Because cancer is the largest killer of 
children from disease in Australia – 3 children die of cancer 
every week! Kids should be living life, not fighting for it. 
It will be tough, but nothing compared to what these kids face 
every day of their lives as they battle this terrible disease. 
And so I am taking on a personal challenge to raise $500 to 
help these kids and give them the brighter futures they de-
serve.  
But to achieve my goal, I need your support. Please sponsor 
me to support my challenge and join me to fight kids' cancer! 
Simply click the link below to view my personal fundraising 
page and make a donation: 
https://greatcyclechallenge.com.au/Riders/MaogeTenisio/d 

All funds raised will support Children's Medical Research 
Institute to continue their work in developing treatments and 
finding a cure for childhood cancer. 

“ As for you, even the hairs of your head have all been count-
ed. So do not be afraid; you are worth much more than many 
sparrows!” (Matthew 10:30-31) 

Thank you for your support  
Maoge Tenisio 

 
JUSTICE GROUP 
In the parish newsletter dated 19th-20th of September we had 
been invited by Pope Francis to celebrate “The Season of Crea-
tion”, as it is five years since Pope Francis wrote ‘Laudato Si’ - 
Care of Our Common Home’. This Sunday the 4th of October 

ends our month of reflection on the Season of Creation.  
St Francis of Assisi is the Patron of Ecology and the author if 
‘The Song of Creation’ and ‘Canticle of the Sun’ and others. St 
Francis saw and understood the ‘togetherness’ of all God’s Crea-
tion. 
St Paul Apostle Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation invites 
you this Sunday on the feast day of St Francis of Assisi to remem-
ber St Francis and Pope Francis by saying a prayer for Creation, it 
can be the following prayer or just a simple prayer from the heart. 

 

Creator of Life, 
At Your word, the Earth brought forth plants yielding seed  
and trees of every kind bearing fruit. The rivers, mountains, 
minerals, seas and forests sustained life. 
 
The eyes of all looked to You to satisfy the needs of every  
living thing. And throughout time the Earth has sustained life. 
Through the planetary cycles of days and seasons, renewal 
and growth, you open your hand to give creatures our food  
in the proper time. 
 
In your Wisdom, you granted a Sabbath; a blessed time to rest 
in gratitude for all that you have given; a time to liberate  
ourselves from vicious consumption; a time to allow the land 
and all creatures to rest from the burden of production. 
But these days our living pushes the planet beyond its limits. 
Our demands for growth, and our never-ending cycle of  
production and consumption are exhausting our world.  
The forest are leached, the topsoil erodes, the fields fail,  
the deserts advance, the seas acidify, the storms intensify.  
We have not allowed the land to observe her Sabbath,  
and the Earth is struggling to be renewed. 
 
During this Season of Creation, we ask you to grant us  
courage to observe a Sabbath for our planet. Strengthen us 
with the faith to trust in your providence. Inspire us with  
the creativity to share what we have been given. Teach us to 
be satisfied with enough. And as we proclaim a Jubilee for  
the Earth, send Your Holy Spirit to renew the face of creation. 
In the name of the One who came to proclaim good news  
to all creation, Jesus Christ. 
Amen 
(from the ecumenical 2020 Season of Creation Celebration Guide) 
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27th Sunday in Ordinary Time:  

Is 5: 1-7;  

Phil 4: 6-9; 

Mt 21: 33-43 

 

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time:  

Is 25: 6-10;  

Phil 4: 12-14; 

Mt 22: 1-14 

 

www.universalis.com 

This weekend we pray for: 
 

    Those whose sick 
 
Bryony, Findlay Lawless, Betty Evans, Danny Sugunasekera, Gaetan Clark, Ismael Bermudez, Cyril 
Hendricks, Lawrence de Alwis, Kevin Passanise, Claudia Cunanan, Jack Scanlan, Domenica Lombar-
di, Denham Juriansz, Dwayne Edmonds, Anne Ghatt, Milica Andreevska, Chase McCarthy, Irma 
Aiello, Sonny Tupai, Graham Hawkesworth, Esric Jackson, Emily Broadbent and All those in aged 
care or homebound with chronic health issues 
 
 
 
    Those who have died 
 

Una Cooney, Anne Garard, Vincenza Muratore, Ghislaine Verlaque, Jean Connell, Morgianna De 
Silva, Mabel Cano, Elena Balagot, Ramu, Basil Fernandez, Paul Fbernandez, Bobby Browne, Norma 
Boosey, Ricardo Murdoch, George Finette, Sai Kumar, Brendan Gerard Sutton, Carmelo Esposito, 
Marie Fernandes, Francesco Beltrano, Raul Viallgra, Florence de Sylva, Ritchy Sultana, Serafino 
Aberti, France Muscat, Lita Belmes, Sophie Shaw-Dennis, Nell Estelle Cooper, Isave Tran Thi Hien  
 
    May they rest in peace 

We are committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults  
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