
Sunday Prayer at Home 

26th Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 



 



Introduction and Act of Repentance 

Presider: 

Leader: We have the freedom to say ‘Yes’ or ‘No’ to God. This means we 
are responsible for our decisions and our deeds. We sometimes misuse our 
freedom, but God in his mercy calls on us to repent. That is happening 
right here, right now, as Jesus speaks to us 

 

Lord Jesus, you show us the way to goodness of life and the goodness 
of God. Lord, have mercy 

You guide the humble along the r ight path, and you show the way 
home to those who stray. Christ, have mercy 

You are always kind and merciful to all who repent. 
Lord, have mercy  

 

Opening Prayer  

Let us pray (for God’s forgiveness and peace) 

God of all kindness! You show your almighty power in 
your mercy and forgiveness. Continue to fill us with 
your gifts of love. Help us to hurry toward the eternal 
life you promise, and come to share the joys of your kingdom. Through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. 

All: AMEN 

 

Reader:  A reading from the prophet Ezekiel (18:25-28)  

Each of us is responsible for our own conduct, and will be judged accord-
ingly.  

 

The Lord says this: ‘You object, O House of Israel! You say, ‘The way of 
the Lord is unfair.’ Hear now, O House of Israel: Is my way unfair? Is it not 
your ways that are unfair? When the righteous turn away from their right-
eousness and commit iniquity, they shall die for it, for the iniquity that they 
have committed they shall die. Again, when the wicked turn away from the 
wickedness they have committed and do what is lawful and right, they shall 
save their life. Because they considered and turned away from all the trans-
gressions that they had committed, they shall surely live; they shall not die.
 The word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God 

 



Responsorial Psalm :   

All: 

O God, make me known your ways 
O God, teach me your paths. 
Make me walk in your truth, and teach me; 
For you are God my saviour 

Remember your mercy, O God 
And the love you have shown from of old 
Do not remember the sins of my youth 
In your love remember me 
because of your goodness, O God 
 
You are good and upright. 
You show the path to those who stray. 
You guide the humble in the right path; 
You teach your way to the poor 

 

Reader:  A Reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians (2.1-11)  

Self-seeking and rivalry have no place in the community of Christians. We 
must imitate the humility of Jesus our Teacher . 
 

If there is any encouragement in Christ, any consolation from love, any 
sharing in the Spirit, any compassion and sympathy, then make my joy 
complete; be of the same mind, having the same love, being of full ac-
cord and of one mind. Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in 
humility regard others as better than yourselves. Let each of you look not 
to your own interests, but to the interests of others. 
Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus, who, although he 
was in the form of God, did not regard equality with God as something to 
be exploited, but emptied himself, taking the form of a slave, being born 
in human likeness. And being found in human form, he humbled himself 
and became obedient to the point of death – even death on a cross. 
Therefore, God highly exalted him and gave him the name that is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee should bend, in heav-
en and on earth and under the earth, and every tongue should confess that 
Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the Father    
The word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God 

 

 



Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
My sheep listen to my voice, says the Lord; 
I know them, and they follow me . 
Alleluia! 

 

A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew (21. 28-32)  

Actions speak louder than words  

 

When Jesus entered the temple, the chief priests and elders of the people 
came to him as he was teaching, and challenged his authority. So, Jesus 
asked them this question, ‘What do you think? A man had two sons; he 
went to the first and said, “Son, go and work in the vineyard today.” He 
answered, “I will not”; but later he changed his mind and went. The father 
went to the second and said the same; and he answered, “I am going, sir”; 
but he did not go. Which of them did the will of his father? They said, 
“The first”. Jesus said to them, “Truly I tell you; the tax collectors and the 
prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John 
came to you in the way of righteousness, and you did not believe him, but 
the tax collectors and the prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw 
it, you did not change your minds and believe him.” 

The gospel of the Lord 

 

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ  

 

 

Faith-sharing: 

 

 Not all those who mouth the right words and do the prescribed rituals, 
are pleasing to God, but only those who do what God wants by the ways 
they live their lives. 

 It was the poor, broken people, who changed their lives when John the 
Baptist preached repentance, who became just and good in the sight of 
God. What does that say to you? 

 Mary, the mother of Jesus, is the perfect example of what it means to 
keep saying ‘yes’ to God. Can you give examples of this? 



Prayer of the Faithful 

 

Presider: 
We are confident when we pray, that God will respond with God’s age-
old mercy, understanding and forgiveness. This leads us to pray now 
with total trust . 

 
Response: Lord, hear our prayer  
 

Reader:  

For all Christians. May they show for th in their  lives the faith they ex-
press in their words. (pause) Lord, hear us … 

For all those with responsibilities to the people they lead. May they be 
faithful to all their responsibilities. (pause) Lord, hear us. 

For those who have been the victims of broken promises. (pause) Lord, 
hear us. 

For ourselves, that we may never promise one thing and do another. 
(pause) Lord, hear us. 

For our families, fr iends, and fellow par ishioners. May we serve our 
God and one another, with generous love all our days. (pause) Lord, hear us 
… 

For all who are being hur t by the effects of Covid 19, and especially for  
the victims of domestic violence. (pause) Lord, hear us. 
 

Parish Prayer 

God, Creator and Life-giver we thank you for the gift of one another in our 
Parish of St Paul Apostle. Bless us and our families with the power of your 
Spirit.  Inspired and motivated by St Paul’s courage and commitment to the 
person of Christ, may we continue to be open to change and challenge! 
Make us passionate and courageous in our mission of sharing the Good 
News of Jesus Christ 



Presider 

Lord God, grant that what we have said with our lips, we may believe with our 
hearts, and practise with our lives. We make this prayer through Christ our Lord.  

(All)  Amen 

 

Anima Christi Prayer (Spir itual Communion)  

Soul of Christ, sanctify me; 
Body of Christ, save me; 
Blood of Christ, inebriate me; 
Water from the side of Christ, wash me; 
Passion of Christ, strengthen me; 
O good Jesus hear me; 
Within your wounds hide me; 
From all harm protect me; 
At the hour of my death, call me; 
And close to you bid me; 
So that with your saints, 
I may praise you forever and ever. Amen 

 

CONCLUSION 

Presider: May the Lord bless us, keep us from evil, and bring us to everlasting life. 

Go and proclaim the good news everywhere, of the generous love of Jesus – 

our Lord, our Saviour, and our Friend  

All: Thanks be to God  
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