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IN PRAISE OF PEACE 
(written by Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ in Australian Catholic) 
 

A commitment to peace requires us to look beyond our own interests to the good of all. 
 
Peace is something we all often long for. Even the 
idea of an International Day of Peace, 21 September, 
soothes and warms us. Our images of peace are vari-
ous, but they are always happy. Perhaps of a sunlit val-
ley with a stream running through green grass and 
flowering trees. Or of a family chatting quietly around 
the fire at night. Or of people walking down the street 
smiling at one another and exchanging greetings. Or of 
ourselves sitting quietly, happy with our own company 
and our thoughts, contented with ourselves and the 
world. All these images are touched by longing. We 
know that these moments are passing and that our lives 
are full also of conflict and anxiety. 
St Augustine, a sharp observer of his world, said that in all we do we seek peace. That seems an extraor-
dinary thought when we look at the world around us – full of war, violence, social media pile-ons. Au-
gustine’s point was that even when nations went to war, they wanted peace – on their own terms. This is 
true also in domestic disputes and shouting matches in the media. We want the kind of peace that comes 
from winning the conflict. In reality, however, the peace that follows war is often a city burned to the 
ground. A Roman writer spoke of the Roman Empire when he said, ‘They make a desert and call it 
peace.’ 
 
LOOK BEYOND OUR OWN INTERESTS 
For Augustine this meant that peace was more than the absence of war and that the desire for peace was 
not enough. For peace our hearts need to look beyond our own interests and beyond doing whatever it 
takes to look out for the good of all people, and especially the people who are most vulnerable. That 
leads us to renounce violence as a way to peace and to be prepared to yield to others. This is the way of 
non-violence, which we commemorate with the International Day of Non-violence on 2 October. 
 
Non-violence is both attractive and challenging. It is hard not to admire the Jains who avoid killing or 
mistreating any living being. Their consistency leads them to a vegan diet and also counsels against kill-
ing mosquitos and other insects. And yet they had to debate whether it would be right to resist people 
who tried to kill Jain nuns. 
The faithfulness of such conscientious objectors in time of war as Franz Jagerstätter, who accepted death 
at the hands of the Nazi regime rather than fight, also awes us. It continues to inspire pacifism among 
Christian groups which oppose the possession and readiness to make use of nuclear weapons. And yet 
most people, including Christians, believe that it is better to fight people intent on doing us harm than to 
let them have their way with us. 
Whether or not we believe that violence can never rightly be met with violence, the International Day of 
Non-Violence and the lives of people who practise non-violence in demanding ways do make us reflect 
on the place that violence has in our personal lives and in our society. 
 
THE EFFECT OF VIOLENCE 
We have become sensitive to the effect that violence has on people. We have learned how childhood  
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This weekend we pray for: 
 

 

    Those whose sick 

 
Angelo Fernandes, Marcia Fernandes, Fred Hall, Kuncoro Setyo, Reginald, Annette Perera, Baby 
Sonnie, Hiran, Ronald Peters, Peter Shaw-Dennis, Pinky, Godfrey Joseph, Andrès, Kirk Smaller, June 
Smaller, Michael Nguk Yan, Patrick Savelio, Camilla D’Rozario, Sr. Serafina, Andre Machado, Bryo-
ny, Findlay Lawless, Gaetan Clark, Ismael Bermudez, Jack Scanlan, Domenica Lombardi, Dwayne 
Edmonds, Anne Ghatt, Chase McCarthy, Irma Aiello, Graham Hawkesworth, Esric Jackson, Emily 
Broadbent, those who are ill due to Coronavirus and All those in aged care or homebound with chron-
ic health issues 
     
 

Those who have died 
 
Ging Calixto, Kerri-Ann Rosette, Yusta Ntasa, Patrick Garard, Lawrence de Penha, Marjorie de Pen-
ha, Sam Fernando, Basil Fernando, Olgar Milford, Moses Liong Nheu, Joslyn Patrick, Marcia Pereira, 
Georges Dhondee, Alberta Dhondee, deceased members of Dhondee family and all who are named in 
our church memorial book  
 

    May they rest in peace 

We are committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults  

GING CALIXTO  
On Friday, the 3rd of September Ging 
passed away peacefully. Her funeral on 
Friday, 10 September. She was a longtime 
member of the parish, usually attending 
11am Mass on Sunday and had been active-
ly involved in some ministries within the 
church. Being a part of the welcoming min-
istry for new members in the parish was her main role in the early 
years. Ging also took on a role as a communion minister, both 
during Mass as well as taking communion to the sick. No stranger 
also to the View Hills manor, her other role was taking commun-
ion to some of the manor residents once a month. Ging served 
these roles until the beginning of this year and only ’paused’ due 
to the lockdown. Her friendly and warm personality embraced 
many people, even strangers. Below is a little tribute from her 
family. 
 

You'll be sorely missed, by the many souls that your bright 
light has touched. We all would have loved you to see your 
Grand daughter 'Lara' grow up. It happened all so quickly & 
we are in so much pain.. But I am Happy that you'll be reu-
nited with your Mum & Dad once again. One of the most 
Loving, Caring, Gentle, Strong, Funny, Energetic, Selfless, 
Generous & Beautiful Souls that this world has lost. 
So hard to accept that you are gone... 
Forever in our hearts, We Love You Always! 
Love you, Rest In Peace Mum 
Ian, Shirley & your Grand Daughter Lara. XOXOXOX 

Ging will be sorely missed by many, May her soul rest in peace 
We will keep her family: Joe, Ian, Shirley and Lara in our prayers 
during this time of grief. May God console them 
 
SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION PROGRAM 
As we await the opportunity to complete the First Communion 
program for this year, we are hoping that we can soon commence 
the Sacrament of Confirmation program. Regrettably, until we are 
out of lockdown, it will not be possible for us to plan either the 
completion of the First Communion or the Confirmation pro-
grams. However, so that we can plan ahead of time, we ask par-
ents to place the registration form, if you wish your child to be 
part of this year’s Sacrament of Confirmation program. The child 
must be at least in grade 6 this year and have received their Sacra-
ment of Reconciliation and First Communion. The registration 
form can be obtained by emailing your request to the Parish Of-
fice or directly from our website (please note that all dates in the 
website are no longer valid) If you have any queries, please con-
tact us on 9700 3781 or email to: office@stpaulapostle.com.au  
 
 
 

The quest of Peace  
begins in the home,  

in the school  
and in the workplace 
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beatings have continued to traumatise people in later life, and how often they have encouraged people to be similarly violent. We are 
also coming to recognise the extent of domestic violence directed against women and the damage it causes to body and to spirit. We 
now question, too, images of masculinity that identify strength and self-assertion with physical violence. 
 
Many Australians have mercifully been spared from war in our own land. Many, however, have come to Australia after fleeing the 
violence of war in their own lands. They and their families have experienced the indiscriminate violence caused by bombs, shells and 
mines, the personalised violence of rape and bullets, and the tearing apart of family, village, culture and future hopes. Such experience 
and its affects can affect their lives and those of their descendants, as they have affected the lives of Indigenous Australians after the 
colonial invasion. The suicides among Australians who have fought in war, too, testify to its destructive effects. 
 
Whether or not we become pacifists, we can see that no one gains as a human being from war or from war. In a world in which tech-
nology has been developed to kill anonymously and on a great scale, we can deplore violence and recognise that the arms trade today 
is a trade in death. 
 


