
25th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A, 19-20 September, 2020 

On Wednesday evening we received a letter from 
Archbishop Peter Comensoli: 

 

Dear friends in Christ, 

As we now welcome the beginnings of easing in 
COVID-19 Restrictions in Victoria, I would like to 
take this opportunity to write to you, the Clergy 
and people of our Archdiocese. It is great news 
that regional Victoria will, from tonight, move into 
the Third Step of the Roadmap to reopening, 
which includes our parishes located outside the 
metropolitan zone. However, we have a long way 
to go. 

The deprivation in sacramental life has been a pro-
found loss for our people. As well as all the other 
sufferings of the Pandemic, the sense of estrange-
ment from the Eucharist has been a particular 
struggle for Catholics. The Mass is our primary 
means of gathering together in faith; it is the 
source and summit of our Christian life, and its life
-giving nourishment and healing is dearly missed. 

In the midst of this loss, I am grateful to our Priests 
and Deacons for continuing to serve the faithful, 
for sharing a sacramental ministry even under 
strict conditions, and for being alongside our peo-
ple and their loved ones in times of death and 
grief. Thank you for your faithfulness. 

All of us are anxious to open church doors, but I 
want to emphasise our need to be creative in the 
ways we do so, especially with the thousands of 
children who have been waiting for Sacraments of 
Initiation. Countless Catholic families are awaiting 
Baptism, Reconciliation, Holy Communion and 
Confirmation for their children. Adults, too, have 
longed to be received into the life of the Church. 
We shall be exploring possibilities such as outdoor 
liturgies in parish and school settings to facilitate 
these crucial events of grace and welcome. 

Throughout the pandemic, I have been advocating 
directly with the Government, reminding authori-
ties continually of our respectful compliance with 
each stage of restrictions, and seeking a fair con-
sideration in what is permitted. The Catholic com-
munity throughout the pandemic has been con-
structive and positive. We have, and continue to 
act in a mature way, caring for the safety and vul-

nerability of Victorians facing great risk. Thank-
fully the signs of driving down COVID numbers 
are looking good at this moment and Catholics join 
other people of faith in giving thanks for this out-
come and working to ensure the steps ahead do not 
take us backward. 

Now, it is essential that the Government does not 
treat faith communities as an afterthought to the 
opening up of other sectors. Our churches are loca-
tions for communities of care and essential service, 
and must be treated fairly and reasonably. 

Practically speaking, I have been in discussion 
with the Premier to thank him for overturning the 
restriction on spiritual ministry to the sick and the 
dying, and have assured him that the Catholic 
Church is able to manage restrictions (including 
good hygiene, face coverings, social distancing 
and density requirements). If pubs and restaurants 
can open, then places of worship should be open 
under similar conditions and numbers. 

If case numbers track well, I expect we will see 
larger outdoor gatherings in regional Victoria be-
come possible over the next few weeks, and pro-
portionate opportunities for gathering in metropoli-
tan Melbourne. I am hopeful that this may occur 
sometime in October, which would be a deeply 
welcomed improvement on the current Roadmap 
indications. If we can open our churches, even for 
outdoor gatherings, then we should open them. 

The Deputy Premier and the Multicultural Affairs 
Minister are conducting discussions this month 
through the Multifaith Leaders Forum. The Arch-
diocese will be contributing to these meetings. In 
addition I will continue to engage with the Premier 
and Ministers directly on the Church’s need for 
opening doors, carefully and safely. 

Be assured of my ongoing closeness in prayer and 
concern. I have heard your cry, and I am working 
to bring your voice to the authorities. The Lord has 
promised he will be with us always; let us place 
our hope in Him. 

With every grace and blessing, I remain, 

Yours sincerely in Christ Jesus, 

Most Rev Peter A. Comensoli 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Happy Birthday to Bruno Cupidon who celebrated his 40th. We 
also congratulate Stella Hennequin on her 60th Birthday, Thierry 
Balancy and Kerwin Allegany. 
Though they may not be able to celebrate as they wish, we pray 
that God will keep them safe and happy. 
 
REST IN PEACE 
This weekend masses we remember JEAN CONNELL who 
died in Scotland after a long illness.  

 
SACRAMENT OF CONFIRMATION PROGRAM 
(for children.) 
This week we sent you the link for the SECOND SESSION of 
the preparation program for the candidates. If there are some of 
you who are still working on the first session, please take your 
time do not rush. Please remember that the program is designed 
as a collaborative work between parents, candidate and the 
church community. We ask for the parents to be actively en-
gaged  in each week activity. 
Do not hesitate to contact us if you have any questions or con-
cerns. Though our office is not operating at normal hours, we are 
constantly checking the answering machine and will return your 
call within 24 hours. 
 
JUSTICE GROUP 
We received a letter this week from Patricia Kimtia (past parish-
ioner) concerning the late JOYCE REBEIRO. Patricia describe 
her as a woman with strong social justice convictions and the 
strong courage and determination to make a difference. On a 
personal level she inspired us in different ways. Her legacy lives 
on as she continues to inspire us to stand together for Justice 
Peace and Integrity of Creation through the small things we do 
to make a difference. 
As you know, this month Pope Francis invites us to come to-
gether to celebrate the Season of Creation (https://
www.youtube.com/watch?
v=tbK5l8OcjJg&list=PLdu7tsNYIRxn-
prAR60t3HeKwGCP3h1yK) 

The season started on the 1st September, the Day of Prayer for 
Creation, and ends on the 4th October, the Feast of St. Francis of 
Assisi, the patron saint of ecology, a saint who inspires many to 
this day. Patricia fondly remember Joyce sharing her special 

devotion for St Francis, and the role she played alongside Sr 
Anne and Sr Brigid to inspire us to come together to form the 
Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation (JPIC) parish group. She 
is grateful for sharing this journey with many and continue to be 
inspired to do more to celebrate creation, do small things to raise 
awareness about social justice, world peace and ecology issues 
and encourage all to take steps to help heal and restore our 
world. 
During this challenging time, Patricia continue to hold on to 
hope and unite with all from a distance to “show the world what 
love for creation looks like ” by celebrating the Season of Crea-
tion, “a time to renew our relationship with our Creator and all 
creation through repenting, repairing, and rejoicing together” 
deeply and purposely. “ It is indeed the season “for letting our 
prayer be inspired anew by closeness to nature to reflect on our 
lifestyles for undertaking prophetic actions directing the planet 
towards life, not death.” More information about the Season of 
Creation and how people can get involved globally can be found 
in this link 
https://catholicclimatemovement.global/christians-come-
together-to-celebrate-season-of-creation/ 
 
MASKS MADE BY THE JUSTICE GROUP 
Please remember that the Justice Group is still producing the 
masks. They are made of 3 layers of cotton fabrics with elastics. 
There are few different sizes. Please contact the parish office if 
you wish pick up some mask. Donation is appreciated, but main 
thing is that this group wishes to help parishioners. 
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25th Sunday in Ordinary Time:  
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Mt 21: 28-32 

 

www.universalis.com 

This weekend we pray for: 
 

    Those whose sick 
 
Betty Evans, Danny Sugunasekera, Gaetan Clark, Ismael Bermudez, Cyril Hendricks, Lawrence de 
Alwis, Kevin Passanise, Claudia Cunanan, Jack Scanlan, Domenica Lombardi, Denham Juriansz, Pat 
Garard, Dwayne Edmonds, Anne Ghatt, Milica Andreevska, Chase McCarthy, Irma Aiello, Sonny 
Tupai, Graham Hawkesworth, Esric Jackson, Emily Broadbent and All those in aged care or home-
bound with chronic health issues 
 
 
    Those who have died 
 

Jean Connell, Marie Velupillai, Yolande Jansz, Gerardo Perena, Elvis Lewis, Theodore Cabrera, Lore-
ta Bagon-Ranas, Leticia Candido, Guy, Luc Dhondee, Nicolas Family, Heerah Family, Chaillet fami-
ly, Violette Family, Remy Family, Balancy Family, Sylvie & France Kimtia,  Manuel Morin, Leticia 
Miraflores, Orlando Pereira, Raymond Kitcher, Teddy Kitcher, Hilda Kitcher, Honorato Concepcion, 
Thelma Mallet, Bernard Ivor Fernando, France Quirin, Edouard Marcel, Regina Balatbat, Cesar 
Balatbat , Shane Lapierre, Melita Apap, Anne Payet, Ivan Bucheri, McDonald Moraes, Stella Berg-
man 
 
    May they rest in peace 

We are committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults  


