
Sunday Prayer at Home 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time (A) 



 



Introduction and Act of Repentance 

 

Presider:  

In the ways we think and act, we are often small, even petty. Fortunately 
for us, there is nothing small or petty about God. His ways are as high 
above our ways, as the heavens are above the earth. Let us ask Jesus, our 
Lord, for forgiveness for our smallness of heart, and open ourselves to the 
greatness of his mercy. [Pause] 

Lord Jesus, you are kind and full of compassion, slow to anger, and 
abounding in love. Lord, haver mercy 

You are just in all your ways, and loving in all your deeds. Chr ist, have 
mercy. 

You are close to all who call on you, who call on you from their  hear ts. 
Lord, have mercy 

 

Opening Prayer  

Let us pray (that we will grow in love for God and one an-
other) 

Merciful Father, guide us, as you guide your creation ac-
cording to your law of love. May we love one another and 
come to completion in the eternal life you have prepared 
for us. We make our prayer through Jesus Christ our Lord  

All: AMEN 

 

Reader:  A reading from the book of the prophet Isaiah (55.6-9) 

As high as the heavens are above the earth, so are God’s ways above our 
ways. 

Seek the Lord while he may be found, call upon him while he is near; let 
the wicked forsake their way, and the unrighteous their thoughts; let them 
return to the Lord, that he may have mercy on them, and to our God, for he 
will abundantly pardon. For my thoughts are not your thoughts, nor are 
your ways my ways, says the Lord. For as the heavens are higher than the 
earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your 
thoughts .  

The word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God 

 



Responsorial Psalm  

All: 

I will bless you day after day 
and praise your name forever 
You are great, highly to be praised 
Your greatness cannot be measured 

You are kind and full of compassion 
Slow to anger, abounding in love 
How good you are to all 
Compassionate to all your creatures 

You are just in all your ways 
and loving in all your deeds 
you are close to all who call you 
who call on you from their hearts. 

 

Reader:   
A Reading from the letter of Paul to the Philippians (1.20-24, 27) 

Writing from prison, Paul is thinking of his death, and longing for com-
plete union with Christ. 
 

My brothers and sisters: It is my eager expectation and hope that I will 
not be put to shame in any way, but that by speaking with all boldness, 
Christ will be exalted now as always in my body, whether by life or by 
death. 

For to me, living is Christ and dying is gain. If I am to live in the flesh, 
that means fruitful labour for me; and I do not know which I prefer. I am 
hard pressed between the two: my desire is to depart and be with Christ, 
for that is far better; but to remain in the flesh is more necessary for you. 

Live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that, whether 
I come and see you or am absent, and hear about you, I will know that 
you are standing firm in one spirit, striving side by side with one mind for 
the faith of the gospel.  The word of the Lord 

All: Thanks be to God 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Open our hearts, O Lord, 
to listen to the words of your Son . 
Alleluia! 



A reading from the holy gospel according to Matthew (20.1-16)   

 

Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples. “The Kingdom of heaven is like 
a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire labourers for his 
vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he 
sent them into his vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw 
others standing idle in the marketplace; and he said to them, ‘You also go 
into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.’ So they went. 
When he went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the 
same. And about five o’clock he went out and found others standing 
around; and he said to them, ‘Why are you standing here idle all day?’ 
They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You 
also go into the vineyard.’ When evening came, the owner of the vineyard 
said to his manager, ‘Call the labourers and give them their pay, begin-
ning with the last and then going to the first.’ When those hired about five 
o’clock came, each of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the 
first came, they thought they would receive more; but each of them re-
ceived the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled 
against the landowner, saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you 
have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 
scorching heat.’ But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no 
wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what be-
longs to you and go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. 
Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or are 
you envious because I am generous?’ So the last will be first, and the first 
will be last?” 

The gospel of the Lord 

 

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ  

 

Faith-sharing: 

 

 What are your ideas about what is fair and just? 

 Have you ever called anyone a ‘Johnny come lately’? 

 Give examples of particular people in the gospels who started as 
outsiders but became insiders through the generosity of Jesus 
Christ? 

 What do you think of the story Jesus told about the generosity of 



God? How might it challenge your ideas about what is fair and just? 

 How might you be more generous to newcomers in your area or parish? 

 

Prayer of the Faithful 

 

Presider: In our prayer now, we call out to God to have mercy on us, because 
there is no limit to God’s generosity . 

 
Response: Lord, hear us in your love  
 

Reader:  

1. For Christians, that they may show they are faithful workers in the 
vineyard of the Lord. (pause). Lord, hear us in your love. 

2. For those in public positions, that they may car ry out their  duties 
both diligently and kindly. (pause). Lord, hear us in your love. 

3. For the sick and disabled, that others will care for  them with much 
generosity. (pause). Lord, hear us in your love. 

4. For those who cannot find work, and for  those who are retired. 
(pause). Lord, hear us in your love. 

5. For our families, fr iends, and fellow par ishioners. May we serve our 
God and one another with generous love all our days. (pause). Lord, hear 
us in your love. 

6. For all who are being hur t by the effects of Covid 19, and especially 
for the victims of domestic violence. (pause). Lord, hear us in your love . 

 

Parish Prayer 

God, Creator and Life-giver we thank you for the gift of one another in our 
Parish of St Paul Apostle. Bless us and our families with the power of your 



Spirit.  Inspired and motivated by St Paul’s courage and commitment to the per-
son of Christ, may we continue to be open to change and challenge! 
Make us passionate and courageous in our mission of sharing the Good News of 
Jesus Christ 

 

Presider 

Generous God! Give us work till our lives are ended, and give us life till our 
work is done. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord .  

(All)  Amen 

 

Anima Christi Prayer (Spir itual Communion)  

Soul of Christ, sanctify me; 
Body of Christ, save me; 
Blood of Christ, inebriate me; 
Water from the side of Christ, wash me; 
Passion of Christ, strengthen me; 
O good Jesus hear me; 
Within your wounds hide me; 
From all harm protect me; 
At the hour of my death, call me; 
And close to you bid me; 
So that with your saints, 
I may praise you forever and ever. Amen 

 

CONCLUSION 

Presider:  May the Lord bless us, keep us from evil, and bring us to everlasting 

life. Go and proclaim the good news everywhere, of the generous love of 

Jesus – our Lord, our Saviour, and our Friend  

All: Thanks be to God  
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