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CHILD PROTECTION SUNDAY (article written by Fr Andrew Hamilton SJ  in the Australian  Catholic) 

 
Child Protection Sunday on 12 Sunday concludes Child Protection Week. The day invites us to ensure 
that the relationships within our Church express respect for children. 
 
The theme for this year’s Child Protection Sunday is: Every child, in every community deserves a fair 
go. On this day we recall the ter r ible suffer ing of people who were abused as children in our  
Church. We touch again our shame, and resolve, ‘Never again’. 
 
This resolution is central to our Catholic Church. It flows from our mission, which comes from God. We 
are called to be a community that follows Jesus and attracts people to recognise God’s love. The Church 
is called to be place of love, generosity, respect, forgiveness, prayer and hospitality - all the qualities 
found in Jesus’ life. 
 
That is our Catholic ideal. The reality, of course, is much more mixed. In our relationships we often fail 
in love and respect. We need to work at all the relationships that make up our church so that they reflect 
the values enshrined in our mission. The love and respect that Jesus shows in the Gospel stories must be 
shown in all Church decisions, meetings, protocols, guidelines and relationships. It must translate into 
welcome at the Church door, geniality in answering phones, promptness in responding to requests, and 
care to listen to complaints. The way in which we do things must reflect our mission. 
 
ENSURING ALL CHILDREN GET A FAIR GO 
 
Above all Child Protection Sunday invites us to ensure that the relationships within our Church express 
respect for children who are so precious in God’s sight. Our procedures must protect people from disre-
spect. Respect must be translated into policies, protocols and guidelines that spell out in detail how as 
Catholics we keep children safe and hold adults responsible. This is vital. Abuse and official tolerance of 
it could happen only because there were no safeguards against it. 
 
This day also invites us to thank God and people responsible for the enormous work that has been done 
to ensure that children are safe in Church settings. In most of our Catholic parishes and schools we can 
say fairly confidently that children get a fair go. We need to keep working to ensure that they continue to 
do so 
 

Child Protection Sunday reminds, us, too of our larger responsibility to people who, like children, have 
less power in our Church. In the relationships of priests with parishioners, spiritual guides with clients, 
managers with employees, and volunteers with those they help, people with less power must be protect-
ed. This respect gives flesh to Christ’s mission in day-to-day life. 
 
READINGS FOR SAFEGUARDING SUNDAY, 24TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 
The readings for Safeguarding Sunday do not have anything specific to say about the policies, guidelines 
and practices involved in protecting children. They focus rather on the depth and the cost of following 
Jesus in his way of love and respect. They suggest also that we always need to look at protection from 
the perspective of persons who are vulnerable, not of the Church as an organisation. 
 
First Reading: Isaiah 50:5-9 
The First Reading from the Book of Isaiah is one of several prayers put into the mouth of God’s servant 
who has been cruelly treated for his faithfulness, and yet keeps trusting that God is with him. The early 
Christians saw in these prayers the words of Jesus as he suffered a rigged trial, condemnation, torture and 
a humiliating death. They emphasise the cost of following Jesus’ way of love. They remind us that re-
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Readings: 

24th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Year B  

Is 50: 5-9;  

James 2: 14-18;  

Mk 8: 27-35 

 

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time  

Year B  

Wis 2: 12, 17-20;  

James 3: 16-4: 3;  

Mk 9: 30-37 

 

www.universalis.com 

This weekend we pray for: 
 

 

    Those whose sick 

 
Angelo Fernandes, Marcia Fernandes, Fred Hall, Kuncoro Setyo, Reginald, Annette Perera, Baby 
Sonnie, Hiran, Ronald Peters, Peter Shaw-Dennis, Pinky, Godfrey Joseph, Andrès, Kirk Smaller, June 
Smaller, Michael Nguk Yan, Patrick Savelio, Camilla D’Rozario, Sr. Serafina, Andre Machado, Bryo-
ny, Findlay Lawless, Gaetan Clark, Ismael Bermudez, Jack Scanlan, Domenica Lombardi, Dwayne 
Edmonds, Anne Ghatt, Chase McCarthy, Irma Aiello, Graham Hawkesworth, Esric Jackson, Emily 
Broadbent, those who are ill due to Coronavirus and All those in aged care or homebound with chron-
ic health issues 
     
 

Those who have died 
 
Ging Calixto, Kerri-Ann Rosette, Yusta Ntasa, Patrick Garard, Lawrence de Penha, Marjorie de Pen-
ha, Sam Fernando, Basil Fernando, Olgar Milford, David Willatgamuwa and all who are named in our 
church memorial book  
 

    May they rest in peace 

We are committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults  

Safeguarding Prayer 
 

Gracious God, 
you love and care for all of your children, 

especially the smallest and most vulnerable. 
We entrust to you the lives of children and adults at risk 

who have been sexually abused, 
and whose trust and innocence have been destroyed. 

Help us to hear their cries of pain 
and to take responsibility for those whose lives have been broken. 

Help us to recognise the hurt felt by those wounded by abuse, 
and the failure to be heard. 

 
We pray that with the help of your grace 

communities and families will find understanding and support, 
so that now and in the future their wounds may be healed 

and they may find lasting peace. 

Let your grace and love fall gently now upon our children and adults at risk, 
giving them the inner strength, peace and resilience 

to seek out assistance when required.  
We ask this prayer through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, 

who lives and reigns with you  
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God 

forever and ever. 
Amen 

 
 
 
SACRAMENT OF FIRST COMMUNION PROGRAM 
It is unfortunate that the candidates could not have the final fami-
ly night in the church. However, on the bright side, this time the 
whole household can participate this time as a family supporting 
each child who is part of the program this year. We have sent the 
link of the final family night session by email. Please let us know 
if you have not received the link and we will re-email it to you.  
Please remember that we, the Schools and the Parish Team, are 
here to assist if you have any questions. 
 
PRAYER BNB  
The group invites you to join Saturday 7.30am-8.30am on zoom (link 
below) as we read and share the scriptures together.  
2nd Saturday Zoom link: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86065540405?
pwd=MGllTFh1RGlhcENOR1J6UkNabURiQT09 
Meeting ID: 860 6554 0405 Passcode: 702491 
Phone dial in: +61280156011 or +61370182005 

spect for one another can demand much from us. They also remind us that the victims of disrespect suffer what Jesus did. We find him 
present in them.       
 
Responsorial Psalm: Psalm 116:1-9 
The psalm is the prayer of someone who has faced death and suffering and has been freed from danger. It is a prayer of relief and 
thanksgiving. The Psalm encourages us to enter into the experience of people who as children have been abused in the Church, and to 
pray that God deliver them from the trauma, depression and turmoil that they have suffered so that they can live fully.  
 
Second Reading: Letter of James 2:14-18 
The Letter of James, a plain blunt man, reminds us that the test of Christian faith does not lie in the words we use about it, the promis-
es we make and the rules we compose but in how we put these words, promises and rules into practice in what we do. James gives us 
the example of our response to people in need who ask us for help. It is not enough to speak nicely to them. We are called to help 
them. This reading urges us always to look at our relationships from the perspective of the person in need. It also reminds us of the 
cost involved in our faith, and so of the depth to which following Jesus takes us. 
 
Gospel: Mark: 8:27-35 
The Gospel story builds on the prayer of God’s servant in the reading from Isaiah. Peter has come to believe that Jesus is the one 
whom God has promised and sent. He then assumes that Jesus’ path will be full of roses. When Jesus says that he will suffer and be 
killed, Peter can’t believe it. His faith is shallow. This story also reminds us of the depth of commitment to which faith and respect for 
one another will take us, and invites us to see Jesus’ face in those who like him have not been respected and kept safe in our Church. 


