
 

Missionary disciples 
 

Our Columban missionaries in Chile and 

Peru, like many other people, are locked down 

in this time of the coronavirus. They report 

that the situation in both countries is dire. It is 

always the poor, in particular, who suffer most 

in times like this. The Gospel of Jesus urges us 

not to look away from such appalling condi-

tions but to reach out to these people. Love of 

neighbour, care for the sick, compassion for 

everyone has been the Christian message for 

centuries. 

It was while I was visiting the Columbans 

in Lima and Santiago that I first heard the 

words ”missionary disciples”. I knew that 

all of us Christians are disciples of Jesus. 

We follow his way of life and follow the 

promptings of his Spirit in our daily lives. 

I also knew that, in recent times, all Chris-

tians have been called to mission but to 

have the two words put together was new 

for me. Now l hear it being used by Pope 

Francis, which is not surprising, since, for 

most of his life, he had been part of the dis-

cussions in Latin America about the role of 

the Church today. 

ln his Mission Message at Pentecost this year, 

the Pope once again calls us to get up out of 

our chairs and go out on mission. For readers 

of The Far East magazine one sentence partic-

ularly would not be new but it is encouraging. 

He describes World Mission Day in October 

as ”an occasion for reaffirming how prayer, 

reflection, and the material help of your offer-

ings are so many opportunities to participate 

actively in the mission of Jesus in his 

Church.” The interesting question for me is 

what about the rest of the year. Do we not 

have other opportunities for being missionary 

disciples? 

For most of us, I think the difficulty is that 

we do not see ourselves as God sees us. We 

tend to understand who and what we are 

within a society and a culture where we do 

not talk about God very much. This is a bit 

strange since we all live in God - the universe 

is in God. To not think of the one who 

brought us into life and continues to create us 

seems to be a major lack of self—

understanding. However, once we start to 

understand that God really is the good shep-

herd that leads us through life, once we ap-

preciate that God shares all of our sorrows 

and joys, then we can see ourselves in a new 

light. 

The new light may highlight certain aspects of 
who l am but what about the word 
”missionary”? As always the first place to look 
is at Jesus. He understood that he was on mis-
sion.  

He had been sent by the Father. He then sends 
out the disciples. Everyone seems to be on 
mission, which means that we too are probably 
on mission! 

How did Jesus understand what his mission 
was? The Gospels tell us that he went around 
saying ”The Kingdom of God is close at 
hand”. Then when he taught us how to pray, 
he encouraged us to say, ”May your kingdom 
come”. What does he mean by the word 
”Kingdom”? The Kingdom is a world where 
God is King, where Love is King. It is God’s 
dream that our world would be healed; that it 
would be full of peace and joy. 

What this means to me is that anyone who 
works for and promotes love, peace and joy 
are sharing in the mission of Jesus. They are 
working, with the help of the Holy Spirit, to 
bring about the Kingdom of God. Therefore, 
the doctors and nurses who have been working 
with those with coronavirus are working for 
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the Kingdom of God. The Holy Spirit is helping them. We 
do not normally talk in this way but when we understand 
that the Holy Spirit continues to hover over the chaos of the 
world, as the Bible says in its opening line, and then the 
light comes on. Then we can understand what Jesus said in 
the Gospel of Matthew ”Whatever you did to the least of my 
children that you did to me”. 

If you visited the sick with the virus, comforted the dis-
tressed whose family members had died or whatever you 
did to promote love, peace and joy, you did it to me! Truly 
when we get out of our chairs to help someone else, we are 
being missionary disciples of Jesus. We are involved in a 
bigger project than we imagined. We are involved in God’s 
life and love as the Trinity  

(article was taken from The Far East Magazine, written by 
Fr. Trevor Trotter - Regional Director of Oceania) 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
Last week, we have some last minute birthday prayer re-
quest. Happy Birthday to CLINTON BENSLEY, ALVITA 
DIAS and ELAINE SAUTIA. We keep them and their  
family in our prayer  
 
FAREWELL 
This week we said our farewells to PON-
CIANO CABRERA who died on 
Wednesday, 15 July 2020 and was cre-
mated on Wednesday, 22 July 2020. Pon-
ciano and his wife Norma (and the whole 
family) have been long time members of 
our parish family. Faithfully, they attend-
ed Masses, mostly Sunday at 11am. We pray for his soul 
and for his family, in particular his son Teddy Cabrera who 
is currently ill,  that God will give them strength during this 
grieving period. 
 
COMBINED CHURCHES RAFFLE TICKETS 
As advised in our previous newsletters, the organizer of this 
fundraiser has announced that the draw for this raffle will 

be in September, instead of July. Therefore, the selling peri-
od has been extended accordingly. 
We have about 25 bundles of 10 tickets still available for 
sale. If you wish to try your luck at getting a prize, please 
contact the parish office. We will keep selling until the 9th 
of August before we send them to the organizer. Each ticket 
is $2. 
 
THANK YOU 
I would like to take this opportunity to say a big thank you 
to everyone who has written, whether by hand or digitally, 
to congratulate me on my final vows. I’m so grateful that 
many of you were able to join the ceremony through the 
live stream, even though I would have loved for you to be 
here physically. As many of you would have experienced, 
the last few months have turned any and all plans on their 
head, so this was not possible. Hopefully you will be able to 
join with me, physically, for my Diaconate ordination early 
next year. 

I was hoping to have gotten to know many of you by now, 
and yet our circumstances have dictated otherwise. 
However the sense of community and warmth I’ve felt at 
SPA has been moving. So, I thank you all for your ongoing 
encouragement and support, and look forward to getting to 
know you all better in the not too distant future. 

Luke cp 
 
 
CatholicCare Sunday Appeal 
Next weekend is the CatholicCare Sunday Appeal. As our 
parish’s social service agency, CatholicCare delivers family and 
relationship counselling, refugee and settlement support, educa-
tion and school programs, and pastoral services. Donations from 
our parish community will help care for the most vulnerable fami-
lies in our community. 
Please donate to CatholicCare Sunday Appeal. Your support and 
generosity will help break barriers to social inclusion and 
strengthen families and communities to live life to the full. 
You can donate online at www.ccam.org.au/SundayAppeal or call 
(03) 9287 5513. - All gifts of $2 and above are tax deductible  
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17th Sunday in Ordinary Time:  

1 Kg 3: 5, 7-12;  

Rom 8: 28-30; 

Mt 13: 44-52 

 

18th Sunday in Ordinary Time:  

Is 55: 1-3;  

Rom 8: 35, 37-39; 

Mt 14: 13-21 
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This weekend we pray for: 
 

    Those whose sick 
 
Joseph Trindade, Danny Sugunasekera, Gaetan Clark, Ismael Bermudez, Cyril Hendricks, Lawrence de 
Alwis, Kevin Passanise, Claudia Cunanan, Jack Scanlan, Domenica Lombardi, Denham Juriansz, Pat 
Garard, Dwayne Edmonds, Anne Ghatt, Milica Andreevska, Chase McCarthy, Irma Aiello, Sonny Tupai, 
Graham Hawkesworth, Esric Jackson, Emily Broadbent, Teddy Cabrera, All those in aged care or home-
bound with chronic health issues 
 
    Those who have died 
 
Ponciano Cabrera, Eileen M. Foster, Christiane Miller, Maureen Coghlan, Showrilu Maram, Roger Guinan, 
Michael Haywood, Lawrence Kee, Avilino Dhakul, Mercy Dhakul, Allen Baker, Yasmin Baker, Noella 
Lobo, Regin Mariette, Ted Krol, Veta Wicramasinghe, Mileni Florindo Varndo, Frank Morel, Ajantha 
Bolonne, Roch Mein, Florencio Bullecer, Sandor Hetesi, Clare Scannel, Owen Ferreira, Eileen Mackay, 
Noel D’Oliveiro, Aubrey Barry, Joseph Pepic Jurman, Hedley Hobbs, Vernon Perera, Dorothy James, Luis 
Santos, Desmond D’Souza, Norah Eileen Augustus, Jose Finette, Girolamo Muratore, Annabel Brennan, 
Angolina Cardona, Mary Jones, Martin De Keyzer, Ignazio Stravato, Mario Salinas Herdandez, Erminio 
Nesich, Barbara Evans, Helen Classon 
 
    May they rest in peace 

We are committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults  


