
 

Letter from Superior General to the  
   Passionist Family 
 

ENCOURAGEMENT 
  IN TRYING TIME 
 

Despite all the best human expertise and 
efforts being called upon to unite in the fight 
against the global pandemic of Covid-19, the 
virus continues to threaten and refuses to 
loosen its grip on the world’s humanity. While 
we have coped with the imposition of very 
painful restrictions which deprived us of some 
natural freedoms while proving effective in the 
fight, yet we continue to be warned by the 
World Health Organization (WHO) that the 
pandemic is far from over. In effect, in areas 
where restrictions were eased and our 
impatience to return to “life as normal” and a 
sense of complacency set in, a “second wave” 
of the virus has reared its ugly head. 

While continuing to do all that is humanly 
possible and complying with the necessary 
restrictions to contain the spread of the virus, 
we must fight against the scourge of 
‘discouragement’ and be encouraged by the 
virtue of HOPE. Today, we commemorate the 
feast of Our Lady of Holy Hope. She is an 
example and model to us of perseverance in 
the face of great struggles and hopelessness in 
life and one who continually points us to her 
Son Jesus as the bringer of Hope. 

The Sacred Scriptures is a source of Hope. 
They weave for us abeautiful panorama of the 
story of God’s salvation and God’s covenant 
with His people – all of which communicates 
God’s love and care for us. The stories and 
accounts speak to us of creation and newness, 
sacrifice and promise, dignity and wonder, 
protection and security, healing and  renewing, 
encouragement and comfort, new life  and 
hope. As we read and ponder the Scripture 
accounts, we are asked to remember to not 

forget, because in 
remembering we re-live 
our own experience of 
God’s saving love

As we live through this 
difficult, fearful and 
uncertain experience in 
these times with the 
Covid-19 which is 

dictating our lives and holding us to 
ransom, we are in uncharted waters. For 
many of us it is an experience which is 
unprecedented, nothing like what we have 
ever known before. Many people are 
suffering physically through illness due to 
this virus; many others are struck down 
economically because of the loss of jobs 
and businesses; others are affected 
emotionally by the isolation and social 
distancing measures; others again are 
struggling mentally because of fear and 
anxiety of an uncertain future; and, as we 
know, thousands have, and  continue to 
succumbed to the virus in death. 

How about you and I? What is it that is 
holding you up from ‘drowning’? How are you 
living the sense of uncertainty of the future? 
To whom or to what are you turning in order 
to find some light and comfort in the present 
situation? How and in what way is your prayer 
life and liturgical actions giving meaning in 
this situation and strengthening you to keep 
going? What is it that is sustaining you? On 
what are you living? 

Personally, I am living on HOPE – a hope 
founded in my faith of a God who saves; a 
hope which beckons me to not forget, but to 
keep alive the memory of the past, so as to live 
in the present with a key to the future, 
confident that the storm will pass and the sun 
will rise again  
Holocaust survivor and author, Elie Wiesel 
(1928 -2016) says: “Without memory, our 
existence would be barren and opaque, like a 
prison cell into which no light penetrates; like 
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a tomb which rejects the living….it is memory that will 
save humanity. For me, hope without memory is like 
memory without hope .” 

Let us look to JESUS: the Light of Hope. Jesus is the Light 
of Hope, because he lived on HOPE. As a Jew, Jesus, too, 
was a man of the ‘memory’. During his darkest hours when 
all seemed hopeless, in his abandonment which left him 
frightened and alone, and in the silence and seeming 
absence of God which perhaps made him doubt and 
question the Father’s love, Jesus did not forget; he kept 
alive the memory; he remembered the history of God’s 
saving love and the promise of God’s faithful covenant with 
His people. Jesus’ hope sustained him. 

These challenging times call us to remember and to live on 
HOPE. St Paul assures us that “hope does not disappoint, 
because the love of God has been poured out within our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit who was given to us .” (Rom. 
5:5) 

The Covid-19 pandemic is certainly testing our HOPE. In 
many ways it is the like the tomb in which we are kept 
bound and constricted; yet it is necessary that we be there to 
confront death and look beyond for the life-giving 
opportunities…always remembering the saving power of 
God who loves His people  

Fr Joachim Rego CP 

 

THANK YOU 

I would like to take this opportunity to say 
a big thank you to everyone who has 
written, whether by hand or digitally, to 
congratulate me on my final vows. I’m so 
grateful that many of you were able to join 
the ceremony through the live stream, even 
though I would have loved for you to be 
here physically. As many of you would have experienced, 
the last few months have turned any and all plans on their 
head, so this was not possible. Hopefully you will be able to 

join with me, physically, for my Diaconate ordination early 
next year. 

I was hoping to have gotten to know many of you by now, 
and yet our circumstances have dictated otherwise. 
However the sense of community and warmth I’ve felt at 
SPA has been moving. So, I thank you all for your ongoing 
encouragement and support, and look forward to getting to 
know you all better in the not too distant future. 

Luke cp 

 

 

Often what blocks hope is the stone of discouragement. 
Once we start thinking that everything  

is going badly and that things can’t get worse,  
we lose heart and come to believe that death is stronger than life.  

We become cynical, negative and despondent.  
Stone upon stone, we build within ourselves a monument  

to our own dissatisfaction: the sepulcher of hope,  
life becomes asuccession of complaints and we grow sick in spirit,  

a kind of tomb psycholosy takes over:  
everything ends there, with no hope of emerging alive.  

But at that moment, we hear once more the insistent question of Easter:  
why do you seek the living among the dead?  
The Lord is not to be found in resignation.  

He isrisen; he is not there.  
Don’t seek him where you will never find him:  

he is not the God of dead but the living(cf. Mk 22: 32)  
DO NOTBURY HOPE! 

(Pope Francis) 

Parish Calendar, News & Events 

16th Sunday in Ordinary Time:  

Wis 12: 13, 16-19;  

Rom 8: 26-27; 

Mt 13: 24-43 

 

17th Sunday in Ordinary Time:  

1 Kg 3: 5, 7-12;  

Rom 8: 28-30; 

Mt 13: 44-52 

 

www.universalis.com 

This weekend we pray for: 
 

    Those whose sick 
 
Danny Sugunasekera, Gaetan Clark, Ismael Bermudez Cyril Hendricks, Lawrence de Alwis, Kevin Pas-
sanise, Claudia Cunanan, Jack Scanlan, Domenica Lombardi, Denham Juriansz, Pat Garard, Dwayne Ed-
monds, Anne Ghatt, Milica Andreevska, Chase McCarthy, Irma Aiello, Sonny Tupai, Graham Hawkes-
worth, Esric Jackson, Emily Broadbent, Teddy Cabrera, All those in aged care or homebound with chronic 
health issues 
 
    Those who have died 
 
Ponciano Cabrera, Eileen M. Foster, Christiane Miller, Maureen Coghlan, Showrilu Maram, Roger Guinan, 
Margaret Scanlan, Clementina Betty Basso, Michael Haywood, Aster Setiorahardjo, Beryl Taylor, Celine 
Francis, Blossom Baptista, Francisca D’Souza, Olivia Rabot, Melvin Daly, Agapita Montalban, Steve 
Aarons, Paul Morin, Camilo Dizon, Tamasi Gabriele, Bertone Maria (Universario), Norman Barry, Jack 
Riswick, Kevin James Farrell, Maria Buttigieg, Carmillo Tucci, Maxine Larue, Tony DeSousa, Maria Do 
Ngog Nguyen, Vincent Reale, Felix McGaw, Isabel Berdejo-Dominguez, Jennifer White, Ruby Rasquinho, 
Hermogenes Calunsag, Luigi Ludica, Manuel Guinto, Nadege de Lafontaine, Kwon Young-Han, Raymond 
Gherxi, Clement Adolphe, Alfredo Gonzaga, Clarence De Sylva, Lawrence Kee Thuan It, Nigel Almeida, 
Yvette Varney, Anthony Hien Vu, Georges Dhondee, George Mohumadilly, Doreen Pereira  
 
    May they rest in peace 

We are committed to the safety, wellbeing and dignity of all children and vulnerable adults  


