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EXPLORING THE WORD

27th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A

GOSPEL

Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd  
and Doubleday & Company Inc.

Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people, 
‘Listen to another parable. There was a man, a landowner, 
who planted a vineyard; he fenced it round, dug a winepress 
in it and built a tower; then he leased it to tenants and went 
abroad. When vintage time drew near he sent his servants 
to the tenants to collect his produce. But the tenants seized 
his servants, thrashed one, killed another and stoned a third. 
Next he sent some more servants, this time a larger number, 
but they dealt with them in the same way. Finally he sent his 
son to them. “They will respect my son,” he said. But when the 
tenants saw the son, they said to each other, “This is the heir. 
Come on, let us kill him and take over his inheritance.” So they 
seized him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 
Now when the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to 
those tenants?’

They answered, ‘He will bring those wretches to a wretched end 
and lease the vineyard to other tenants, who will deliver the 
produce to him when the season arrives.’ 

Jesus said to them, ‘Have you never read in the Scriptures: 
“It was the stone rejected by the builders that became the 
keystone. This was the Lord’s doing and it is wonderful to see?”

I tell you then, that the kingdom of God will be taken from you 
and given to a people who will produce its fruit.’

(Matthew 21:33–43)

DID YOU KNOW?

Points of interest and Catholic lore

• Vineyards required intensive long-term care. The soil was 
dug and cleared and a wall erected to discourage animals 
that may graze on the vines. A watchtower and wine 
press completed the installation, but the ongoing work of 
pruning, thinning, supporting the vines and sometimes 
irrigation was needed.

• A wine press was a large vat where the grapes were trodden. 
This was connected to a smaller vat, lower down or dug into 
a hillside, down which the juice flowed. Fermentation began 
in the lower vat and was completed in jars or skins, from 
which the wine was served.

• The keystone at the top of a Roman arch was the stone that 
held all the others in place.

EXPLORING THE WORD

This parable is a thinly disguised allegory of the blindness of 
those throughout Israel’s history who have been appointed 
leaders of God’s people. It is aimed at the priests and scribes 
who do not carry out the will of God. There have been some 
who persecuted and even killed those sent by God. In the son 
‘finally sent’, Christians see Jesus, who was also put to death 
because his message was troublesome and because he always 
urged his hearers to produce the fruit of penance. God not only 
sent his servants, the prophets, but also his own son. But the 
leaders of the people did not accept him. The kingdom will be 
taken from them and given to those who have faith in Jesus. 
This message would have spoken very powerfully to Matthew’s 
community, who were Jewish Christians struggling to move 
away from their Jewish roots and accept Christ as the Messiah, 
rejected by his own.

• Who are the ‘prophets’ of the present age?

• What are they telling us?

• Is their message being heard?

• In what ways are they sometimes rejected?

MAKING CONNECTIONS

Opportunties for group discussion and personal prayer

Allow some time for reflection, perhaps using quiet music 
in the background, before asking participants to share some 
thoughts on the following:

• In what ways is your life fruitful? In what areas of your life 
have you ‘produced the goods’? 

• What has been the keystone of your life in the past?  
At this present time? Has there been any change?

• What are some of the things that you have rejected? Why?

Make a list: ‘This week I will be fruitful in these ways …’

Lord Jesus, you are the vine and we are the branches.  
May we bear abundant fruit. 

Reflect often this week on this image and ask what fruit  
you are called to bear.
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EXPLORING THE WORD

SHARING THE TRADITION 

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more 
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ 

There is a wonderful link between the first reading from 
Isaiah and today’s gospel. The meaning of the parable of Jesus 
becomes richer in the light of Isaiah’s text.

• Read Isaiah and discuss its meaning together.

• Introduce the group to the major prophets of the biblical 
tradition and tell them something of the time in which they 
lived, the problems of that time, the message they came 
to give, the response of the people and what happened to 
them. You will be able to find this information in any good 
dictionary or encyclopedia of the Bible. Your parish priest 
will have these, or you could find them online.

• Invite participants to reflect on their call to act as prophets 
today. What is the message the world is most in need of? 
How might we be able, even in small ways, to proclaim that 
message? What response may we expect? How may we also 
cope with being rejected?

LIVING THE WORD 

Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture 
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment 

• This story is clearly a story of God’s dealings with the people 
of Israel over a long period. The servants who came are the 
prophets sent by God to his chosen people but who were 
rejected by them. The son is Jesus himself, also rejected 
and killed by the people, but he is the keystone of God’s 
kingdom.

• In what ways does the church locally, nationally or globally 
proclaim the message of the Gospel? You could discuss 
some recent statements by the Australian Catholic Bishops, 
for example on ecological issues, peace or racism. You 
could use the latest Social Justice Sunday statement. How 
can we as individuals act on the guidance provided by our 
current church leaders? How is this implemented in your 
community?

• You could use grapes and a cup of wine as a focus for prayer. 
Allow time for reflection on the ways each person has been 
fruitful. Pray for each other, being attentive to what each 
has contributed to your gathering. A suitable song could be 
‘Gather us in’ (GA 526). Conclude with the blessing in the 
RCIA at §97C.

NOTES
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EXPLORING THE WORD

28th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A

GOSPEL

Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd  
and Doubleday & Company Inc.

Jesus said to the chief priests and elders of the people: 
‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who gave 
a feast for his son’s wedding. He sent his servants to call 
those who had been invited, but they would not come. Next he 
sent some more servants. “Tell those who have been invited,” 
he said, “that I have my banquet all prepared, my oxen and 
fattened cattle have been slaughtered, everything is ready. 
Come to the wedding.” But they were not interested: one went 
off to his farm, another to his business, and the rest seized his 
servants, maltreated them and killed them. 

 The king was furious. He dispatched his troops, destroyed 
those murderers and burnt their town. Then he said to his 
servants, “The wedding is ready; but as those who were invited 
proved to be unworthy, go to the crossroads in the town and 
invite everyone you can find to the wedding.” So these servants 
went out to the roads and collected together everyone they 
could find, bad and good alike; and the wedding hall was filled 
with guests.’

(Matthew 22:1–10)

DID YOU KNOW?

Points of interest and Catholic lore

• The wedding banquet is a commonly used image for 
the kingdom of God in the Hebrew and the Christian 
Scriptures. The feast was a symbol of the abundance to be 
provided by God for those who have faith.

• A Jewish wedding celebration often lasted for as long as 
a week, which may explain why some were reluctant to 
attend. Like living in the kingdom, it was demanding!

EXPLORING THE WORD

There are two parables in today’s gospel. The first is about 
the invited guests who are too preoccupied with their own 
business and affairs to come to the prepared feast. When we 
consider the length of time that guests may be involved in 
celebration, especially one given by a wealthy king, this is 
more understandable. The response of the invited guests, the 
chosen people, was to kill the messengers, an echo of last week’s 
gospel, where the people of Israel rejected the prophets. The 
second parable, in the longer version of the gospel, is about the 
one who came but did not bother to change into his wedding 
garments. In both, the reaction of the king seems somewhat 
extreme! But the parables make an important point about the 
invitation being offered by God: those who do not bother to 
respond will lose their invitation; those who accept but fail 
to change their way of life (their clothes) will also lose out. 
This text warns that Christian life is a web made up of God’s 
gracious invitation and our free response.

• What are you being invited to? Is this an invitation for the 
present only?

• Do you identify with any of the characters in the gospel? 
Discuss the various reactions.

MAKING CONNECTIONS

Opportunties for group discussion and personal prayer

• What excuses do you make for not doing what you ought?

• Are there things that keep you from responding fully to the 
invitation?

• Share stories of times you avoided invitations and the 
excuses you used not to go somewhere you didn’t want 
to be.

• What are the things in your life that preoccupy you and 
make it difficult to respond to the invitation of God?

• The current COVID-19 crisis makes it difficult to invite 
others into our homes. What are some other ways we can 
offer and accept hospitality.

• Recite this line from the psalm every day this week:

You have prepared a banquet for me in the sight of my 
enemies. My head you have anointed with oil;  
my cup is overflowing.

(Psalm 32:5)
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EXPLORING THE WORD

SHARING THE TRADITION 

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more 
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ 

In the Catholic tradition, the image of the feast evokes the 
Eucharist, the centre of the church’s life and worship. The 
Second Vatican Council called the Eucharist ‘the source and 
summit’ of the church’s life. It is the ‘source’ because all the rest 
of the church’s prayer and action in the world flows from it, and 
it is the ‘summit’ because it is the supreme act to which every 
other prayer and action of the church is directed.

• Explain the ways in which Christ is present in the 
eucharistic celebration: in the gathered people; in the person 
of the priest; in the word proclaimed; and in the consecrated 
bread and wine, which become the body and blood of 
Christ.

• In days gone by, there were lengthy periods of fasting and 
preparation before receiving Communion. Explain the 
changes to this practice and point out that preparation is 
still required. Discuss the forms that this may take.

• What special attitude or ‘clothing’ should we put on when 
we come to celebrate the Eucharist?

LIVING THE WORD 

Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture 
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment 

• In what ways does your parish extend an invitation to join 
in the activities of the community? How might this have 
changed recently.

• What processes are in place to offer welcome to guests and 
visitors?

• Is there a role for the catechumens in these ministries?

• For Christians, the symbolism of the meal is particularly 
significant because of its Eucharistic associations. The meal 
of living bread and wine—the body and blood of Christ—is 
in continuity with the meal Jesus shared with his disciples 
and a foretaste of the heavenly banquet where there will be 
abundance for all who respond.

• Invite participants to acknowledge one of the blessings that 
has come to them as a result of their positive response to 
the invitation of God. A suitable song could be ‘Come to 
the feast’ (GA 400). You could conclude with the prayer of 
exorcism in the RCIA at §94F.

NOTES
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EXPLORING THE WORD

29th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A

GOSPEL

Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd  
and Doubleday & Company Inc.

The Pharisees went away to work out between them how to 
trap Jesus in what he said. And they sent their disciples to him, 
together with the Herodians, to say, ‘Master, we know that you 
are an honest man and teach the way of God in an honest 
way, and that you are not afraid of anyone, because a man’s 
rank means nothing to you. Tell us your opinion then. Is it 
permissible to pay taxes to Caesar or not?’

But Jesus was aware of their malice and replied:

‘You hypocrites! Why do you set this trap for me? Let me see 
the money you pay the tax with.’ They handed him a denarius, 
and he said, ‘Whose head is this? Whose name?’

‘Caesar’s,’ they replied.

He then said to them, ‘Very well, give back to Caesar what 
belongs to Caesar—and to God what belongs to God.’

(Matthew 22:15–21)

DID YOU KNOW?

Points of interest and Catholic lore

• The Herodians are mentioned only three times in the New 
Testament as a group within Jewish society (Mark 3:6; Mark 
12:13; Matthew 22:16). In all three texts, they are aligned 
with the Pharisees in trying to entrap Jesus. They may have 
been supporters of the rule and policies of Herod Antipas, 
son of Herod the Great, ruler of Galilee during Jesus’ 
lifetime.

• The first ‘Caesar’ was Gaius Julius Caesar, a Roman general, 
who emerged from the civil wars as the sole ruler of the 
Empire in 45 bc. After his murder the following year, his 
grand-nephew Octavian (Augustus) took over as ruler and 
adopted the name ‘Caesar’. From then onwards, all rulers of 
the empire were known as ‘Caesar’. The Caesar during Jesus’ 
public ministry was Tiberias.

EXPLORING THE WORD

This was an interesting question posed to Jesus. Given the 
political and religious structures of the society in which he 
lived, this was a no-win situation!

Jews were required to pay a denarius (a day’s wage) to the 
Roman overlords and were also required to pay a half-shekel 
(a standard silver coin) tax towards the running of the temple. 

If Jesus had answered ‘yes’, he could have been accused of 
betraying his religious duty. If he had answered ‘no’, he could 
have been reported to the Roman authorities for inciting others 
not to pay their taxes. This was a trick indeed.

Jesus’ answer makes clear that there are obligations to the state 
for any citizen but also makes clear that there are obligations 
to God. The coin bears Caesar’s image and therefore belongs to 
him, but the whole of creation bears the imprint of God. The 
first loyalty of all created things is therefore to God.

• What are our obligations to the state? To God?

• How impact does the Christian vision for the world and all 
its people have on how Christians live in the world and how 
they view the role of the state?

MAKING CONNECTIONS

Opportunties for group discussion and personal prayer

• At first reading, we may be tempted to think that Jesus is 
separating religious behaviour from political or economic 
behaviour. A closer reading, however, shows that this is not 
the case. While Jesus gives due weight to civic and political 
duties, his instruction to ‘Give to God what is God’s’ 
reminds us that there is no aspect of human life or activity 
that can be considered apart from God. To seek and honour 
God, the believer must work within the world. 

• What belongs to God in your life? What are our duties 
towards the state?

•  Are our religious lives separate from our secular lives? 
Should we bring our religious values to the way we live in 
our world? There is much food for thought and discussion 
in this question.

• Our society has become very secular, and faith in God is 
often seen as irrelevant or somehow old-fashioned and 
quaint. Share your experiences of any difficulties you 
may encounter with your life as a believer in Christ being 
separated from your day-to-day life. Are there ways to 
integrate these more?

• This week, as you watch or read the news, try to judge 
the various reports and breaking stories according to the 
Gospel. What would Jesus’ response have been? Is that the 
response of our political, economic or civic leaders? What is 
your response?

• Repeat the gospel acclamation often:

Shine on the world like bright stars. 
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EXPLORING THE WORD

SHARING THE TRADITION 

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more 
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ 

For many centuries in Europe, the church and civil authorities 
were closely aligned and shared a common vision. Today the 
separation of church and state is almost complete. Religious 
leaders have no jurisdiction in any areas apart from faith. 
However, the church exerts enormous moral influence and 
continues to comment whenever civil society or political or 
economic structures deny or diminish basic human dignity.

In 2004, the Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church 
was published by the Pontifical Council for Justice and Peace. 
This document gives a comprehensive overview of the church’s 
teaching on many social issues, including the economy and 
political life—an invaluable source for discussion on the 
relationship between church and state.

Some nations are experiencing a closer link between religion 
and politics—those African and Middle Eastern countries 
where religious law has become state law, for example. What do 
you think of this trend? In what ways is this leading to conflict 
with societies where church and state are considered separate?

LIVING THE WORD 

Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture 
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment 

• What possibilities are there in your parish to become 
informed and involved in social justice? If there are no 
options, maybe you could create one!

• Place a few coins around the open Scriptures and a candle 
as a focus for prayer. Invite participants to name some of 
the trends in our world that could benefit from having the 
values of the Gospel applied to them. Pray that the world be 
enlightened by the power of God’s love and by the Gospel. 
Highlight our personal responsibility in this.

• A suitable song could be ‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God’ 
(GA 456). You could conclude with the prayer of exorcism 
in the RCIA at §94H.

NOTES

http://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/pontifical_councils/justpeace/documents/rc_pc_justpeace_doc_20060526_compendio-dott-soc_en.html
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EXPLORING THE WORD

30th Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A

GOSPEL

Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd  
and Doubleday & Company Inc.

When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced the 
Sadducees they got together and, to disconcert him, one 
of them put a question, ‘Master, which is the greatest 
commandment of the Law?’

Jesus said, ‘You must love the Lord your God with all your 
heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the 
greatest and the first commandment. The second resembles 
it: You must love your neighbour as yourself. On these two 
commandments hang the whole Law, and the prophets also.’

(Matthew 22:34–40)

DID YOU KNOW?

Points of interest and Catholic lore

• The commandment that Jesus quotes first is part of a 
famous Jewish declaration of faith known as the Shema 
from Deuteronomy 6:4: ‘Hear O Israel, the Lord, our God, 
is one …’  This text is written out and placed inside small 
boxes called mezuzah, which are placed on the door posts of 
Jewish homes. Each time a person passes through the door, 
they touch the mezuzah, thus making this declaration of 
faith several times a day.

• The second commandment quoted comes from Leviticus 
19:18. Both statements are part of the Jewish Law.

• The term ‘the Law and the prophets’ implies the whole 
teaching of Judaism. The books of the Law, known as the 
Torah, are the first five books of the Bible, often called the 
Pentateuch.

EXPLORING THE WORD

This is the final public encounter between Jesus and his 
enemies in Matthew’s Gospel. They are seeking to expose his 
lack of professional knowledge of the Scriptures or to trap him 
into giving more weight to one of the Ten Commandments, 
which are viewed as equally important. Jesus cuts the ground 
from under them. No one could argue with his answer!

But if the dual command of love was present in the Jewish 
Law, what new thing did Jesus bring? His originality places 
love of God and love of neighbour together. It is not possible 
to love God and despise people. God and the human situation 
are intimately interwoven. This is shown most perfectly in 
the person of Jesus himself: Son of Man and Son of God; fully 
human and fully divine. Followers of Jesus must also embody 
the dual commandment of love.

• Do you find it easier to love God or love other people?

• Are there ways you can make your response to the great 
commandment more balanced?

MAKING CONNECTIONS

Opportunties for group discussion and personal prayer

• Do you struggle with achieving a balance between the two 
commandments? Is it easier to love God and ignore those 
around you, or are you drawn to people but find it difficult 
to be truly attentive to God?

• The term ‘love’ can be overused and undervalued in today’s 
world. Discuss some of the abuses of the word ‘love’ that are 
common. 

• At the end of each day this week, spend a few moments 
reflecting on how you experienced God’s love today and 
how you extended God’s love to others.

• St Paul describes what love is like in a beautiful passage in 
his first letter to the Corinthians. Pray over these verses this 
week and contemplate their meaning:

Love is always patient and kind; it is never jealous. 
Love is never boastful or conceited; 
it is never rude or selfish; 
it does not take offence and is not resentful. 
Love takes no pleasure in other people’s sins, but delights in 
the truth. 
It is always ready to excuse, to trust, to hope, 
to endure whatever comes.

(1 Corinthians 13:4–6)
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EXPLORING THE WORD

SHARING THE TRADITION 

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more 
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ 

We may sometimes feel that the call to love others as ourselves 
is egotistical. Yet the greatest spiritual writers of the church 
have always insisted that knowing and accepting ourselves is 
a first step to knowing and loving God. Christians believe that 
although we are wounded by sin, we are created in the image 
and likeness of God and have been redeemed by Christ, so we 
are fundamentally good and worthwhile. Unless we appreciate 
this truth about ourselves, it is difficult to see and love the good 
in others and to relate lovingly to God.

• Take some time to reflect on the qualities you see in yourself 
that are good and worthwhile. Perhaps you could write 
these down and use them during the prayer.

• Discuss some ways that the church publicly responds to this 
call to love God and love our neighbour.

• The call to love our neighbor has a global dimension in our 
modern age. Explore the work of Caritas Australia to see 
how the church carries out this call globally. Their website 
offers many resources you could use.

LIVING THE WORD 

Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture 
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment 

• The words ‘with all your heart, with all your soul, and with 
all your mind’ express the totality of the response to God 
that Jesus calls for. This is balanced by the command to love 
our neighbour, whomever that may be, as ourselves. Both 
of these are needed in our faith. Loving God while ignoring 
our brothers and sisters, especially those in need, is a hollow 
faith. 

• Reflect on the qualities you see in others in the group who 
journey with you. Perhaps you could tell each person one 
quality that you discern in them.

• What are the qualities of the parish or community to which 
you belong? In what ways do these qualities bring life and 
contribute to the strength of the community?

• What are the ways in which your own qualities can 
contribute to the community?

• Using the papers on which participants have written the 
qualities of the people in the group, offer a prayer of thanks 
for those gifts and qualities and pray that they will flourish 
and grow. A suitable song could be ‘They’ll know we are 
Christians’ (AOV 130). Conclude with the blessing in the 
RCIA at §97C.

NOTES

https://www.caritas.org.au/
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EXPLORING THE WORD

31st Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A

GOSPEL

Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd  
and Doubleday & Company Inc.

Addressing the people and his disciples Jesus said, ‘The 
Scribes and the Pharisees occupy the chair of Moses. You must 
therefore do what they tell you and listen to what they say; but 
do not be guided by what they do: since they do not practise 
what they preach. They tie up heavy burdens and lay them 
on men’s shoulders, but will they lift a finger to move them? 
Not they! Everything they do is done to attract attention, like 
wearing broader phylacteries and longer tassels, like wanting 
to take the place of honour at banquets and the front seats 
in the synagogues, being greeted obsequiously in the market 
squares and having people call them Rabbi. You, however, 
must not allow yourselves to be called Rabbi, since you have 
only one Master, and you are all brothers. You must call no one 
on earth your father, since you have only one Father, and he is 
in heaven. Nor must you allow yourselves to be called teachers, 
for you have only one Teacher, the Christ. The greatest among 
you must be your servant. Anyone who exalts himself will be 
humbled, and anyone who humbles himself will be exalted.’

(Matthew 23:1–12)

DID YOU KNOW?

Points of interest and Catholic lore

• Phylacteries and tasseled garments are part of the traditional 
garb worn by Jewish men at prayer. A phylactery is a small 
leather box with long black straps. It contains texts from 
the Scriptures including the great Jewish acclamation of 
faith, the Shema (see last week). Two are worn at prayer, one 
on the forehead and one on the upper left arm, signifying 
acceptance of God’s law and its dominance of one’s body 
and mind.

• Jewish prayer shawls, still worn today by Jewish men at 
prayer, have fringed edges with a long tassel at each corner.

EXPLORING THE WORD

At first reading, we may be shocked by Jesus’ attack on the 
Pharisees. Over the last few weeks, we have read of several 
encounters where they try to entrap Jesus, so perhaps this 
attack is warranted. What we need to remember, however, is 
that Matthew is primarily writing for his own, predominantly 
Jewish, community. There must have been some members 
who had come to faith in Jesus from positions of prestige and 
authority in the synagogue. Jesus is making it clear that within 
the Christian community, leadership must be different. There is 
to be no exulting of self, no leadership of dominance or misuse 
of power. The old structure of masters, lords or rabbis no longer 
holds. There is but one Master in heaven, and one teacher, 
Jesus Christ. Real leadership within the community must be a 
leadership of service.

• Are there elements in the way the church operates that 
reflect the structure of ‘masters, lords and rabbis’? Discuss 
these openly and honestly.

• What elements of ‘leadership of service’ can also be 
identified?

• How are all the faithful called to service? How can we 
participate in this leadership of service in our daily lives?

MAKING CONNECTIONS

Opportunties for group discussion and personal prayer

• In what ways do you exercise leadership in your family, 
workplace or community?

• In what ways do you serve others? How responsive are you 
to people in need?

• The best teachers are those people who embody what it is 
they are teaching. Share an experience of a person you have 
met who was able to do that. Remember, we do not do all 
our learning in school!

• ‘Do what I do, not what I say.’ This common saying 
recognises that often we know what is right but sometimes 
find it difficult to live it out. Australians are very quick to 
reject hypocrisy and people who pump themselves up. 
This gospel points out that real leadership lies in service of 
others.

• Try to exercise a leadership of service this week—in your 
home and in your workplace.

• Make this acclamation of faith often this week:

We have one father, our Father in heaven; 
We have one teacher, our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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EXPLORING THE WORD

SHARING THE TRADITION 

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more 
explicit God’s word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ 

Leadership within the church is exercised at many levels, from 
the person who heads up the counting team or organises the St 
Vincent de Paul conference in the parish, to the priest who is 
responsible for a community, or the bishop who is responsible 
for a diocese. The documents of the Second Vatican Council 
point out the common priesthood of all the baptised: ‘the 
chosen People of God is one: “one Lord, one faith, one baptism”. 
As members they share a common dignity from their rebirth 
in Christ’ (Lumen Gentium, §34). Therefore all the faithful are 
called to exercise a leadership of service.

The ministerial priesthood—the priests and bishops of the 
church—are called to do this in particular ways, but the aim of 
all is to serve and build up the body of Christ that is the church.

The ordination of some members of the church to priesthood 
does not imply a position of privilege but rather a ministry of 
service and mutuality. Unfortunately, there have been times 
when this ministry of service has been misused and abused. 
Jesus’ teaching that we should ‘do as they say, but not do as they 
do’ helps us to retain a respect for the teaching of the church 
even when we may feel alienated by the behaviour of some of 
its leaders.

• You could invite your priest and some lay leaders of 
particular ministries to reflect on their roles in your 
community.

• Explore the notion of ‘vocation’ in all its richness. How do 
catechumens understand their vocation in the church?

LIVING THE WORD 

Practical ideas for group leaders to employ in connecting Scripture 
and daily life, with suggestions for music and environment 

• In what ways does your parish reflect a leadership of 
service? How does it offer service to others? Are there ways 
catechumens can become involved in this?

• Pray for all those who exercise leadership, both in political 
and in religious terms. Pray for the leaders within your 
own community. Pray for a growth in humility and service 
in those present. A suitable song could be ‘The prayer of 
St Francis’ (GA 490). Conclude with the prayer of exorcism 
in the RCIA at §94C.

NOTES
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EXPLORING THE WORD

32nd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A

GOSPEL

Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd  
and Doubleday & Company Inc.

Jesus told this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of heaven 
will be like this: Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went 
to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish and five 
were sensible: the foolish ones did take their lamps, but they 
brought no oil, whereas the sensible ones took flasks of oil as 
well as their lamps. The bridegroom was late, and they all grew 
drowsy and fell asleep. But at midnight there was a cry, “The 
bridegroom is here! Go out and meet him.” 

At this, all those bridesmaids woke up and trimmed their 
lamps, and the foolish ones said to the sensible ones, “Give 
us some of your oil: our lamps are going out.” But they replied, 
“There may not be enough for us and for you; you had better go 
to those who sell it and buy some for yourselves.” 

They had gone off to buy it when the bridegroom arrived. Those 
who were ready went in with him to the wedding hall and the 
door was closed. The other bridesmaids arrived later. “Lord! 
Lord!” they said, “open the door for us.” But he replied, “I tell 
you solemnly, I do not know you.”

So stay awake, because you do not know either the day or 
the hour.’

(Matthew 25:1–13)

DID YOU KNOW?

Points of interest and Catholic lore

• A solemn procession from the house of the bride’s father 
to the house of the bridegroom was an important part of 
the Jewish wedding ceremony. These bridesmaids are a 
‘guard of honour’ to greet the groom on his return with his 
bride. Sometimes problems with the marriage contract or 
the unhurried exchange of gifts between families led to long 
delays in their return.

• Jesus referred to himself as a bridegroom (Mark 2:19–20), 
and the church is sometimes referred to as the bride of 
Christ.

EXPLORING THE WORD

As the public ministry of Jesus draws to a close, Matthew 
introduces the themes of delay and the need to be ready for the 
second coming of Christ. Matthew’s community were living in 
the ‘in-between’ times. Christ’s victory over death through his 
resurrection had begun a new phase in history, but it was not 
yet complete. Completion would only come with his return 
in glory.

We again hear the familiar imagery of the messianic banquet or 
wedding feast to which all are invited. But only those who live 
with an attitude of openness and readiness will come into the 
great hall. 

This parable speaks strongly of the need to live in the present 
with an eye to the future. We cannot live only for the ‘now’ 
with no thought for our ultimate goal, nor can we ignore the 
sufferings and responsibilities of the present and set our hearts 
only on heaven. 

• How well do you balance the spiritual and practical realities 
of life?

• In what ways are you ready for Christ’s coming in baptism?

MAKING CONNECTIONS

Opportunties for group discussion and personal prayer

• The lamp oil represents those resources we have to meet 
the challenge of being ready: our actions, our faith, our 
service to others, our prayer, how much we have loved. It 
is not that the sensible virgins are being selfish; it is simply 
that this kind of oil—the way we live our lives—cannot be 
exchanged. We have to rely on our own resources to be 
ready.

• Think about the priorities in your own life. What are the 
activities that take up your time and energy? Are they the 
kinds of activities that prepare you to meet the bridegroom?

• Share stories of times when you put a great deal of effort 
into preparing for an occasion or an event. Did the 
preparation pay off?

• You might also remember times when you left things to 
chance or were unprepared. What was the result?

• Alternatively, you could ask how catechumens envisage 
their future and what preparations they are making now to 
ensure this vision becomes a reality. Do we only consider 
our financial or economic future?

• Pray these lines from Psalm 62 this week: 

O God, you are my God, for you I long; 
For you my soul is thirsting.

Reflect on your own longing for God and your journey 
towards him.
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EXPLORING THE WORD

SHARING THE TRADITION

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more 
explicit God's word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

Among the most difficult to understand of the church’s beliefs 
are the things of the afterlife—of judgement leading to reward 
or punishment. ‘The New Testament speaks of judgement 
primarily in its aspect of the final encounter with Christ in 
his second coming, but also repeatedly affirms that each will 
be rewarded immediately after death in accordance with his 
works and faith’ (Catechism of the Catholic Church, §1021). 
Those who die in God’s grace are rewarded by living in ‘the 
state of supreme, definitive happiness’, which is to ‘be with 
Christ’ (CCC, §§1023–4). Those who die in God’s friendship 
but ‘imperfectly purified’ undergo the final purification of 
Purgatory (CCC, §1030ff), which is entirely different from the 
punishment of hell. Hell is that state ‘of definitive self-exclusion 
from communion with God’ (CCC, §1033). 

• Have copies of pages 266–75 of the Catechism for the group. 
Use these as a basis for discussing these difficult issues. 
Other questions will arise—for example, what happened to 
limbo?

• Place stress upon the notion that our human destiny is to 
share in the fullness of life with God; to become all that we 
were created to be.

LIVING THE WORD

Practical ideas for connecting the Scripture and daily life,  
with suggestions for music and environment

• What opportunities for prayer, reflection or retreat are 
offered within your community to help keep track of life’s 
priorities? Are there ways catechumens can tap into these 
opportunities? Is it possible to arrange an extended period 
of reflection and prayer for the group?

• Use an oil burner and open Scriptures as a focus for prayer. 
Pray for those close to you who have died. Pray for each 
other as you journey together. A suitable song might be ‘My 
soul is thirsting’ (GA 42). Conclude with the blessing in the 
RCIA at §97G, which asks that catechumens receive the gift 
of eternal life.

NOTES
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EXPLORING THE WORD

33rd Sunday in Ordinary Time Year A

GOSPEL

Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd  
and Doubleday & Company Inc.

Jesus spoke this parable to his disciples: ‘The kingdom of 
heaven is like a man on his way abroad who summoned his 
servants and entrusted his property to them. To one he gave 
five talents, to another two, to a third, one; each in proportion 
to his ability. Then he set out.

The man who had received five talents promptly went and 
traded with them and made five more. The man who had 
received two made two more in the same way. But the man 
who had received one went off and dug a hole in the ground 
and hid his master’s money.

Now a long time after, the master of those servants came back 
and went through his accounts with them. The man who had 
received the five talents came forward bringing five more. “Sir,” 
he said, “you entrusted me with five talents; here are five more 
that I have made.” His master said to him, “Well done, good 
and faithful servant; you have shown that you can be faithful in 
small things, I will trust you with the greater; come and join in 
your master’s happiness.”’

(Matthew 25:14–30, abridged)

DID YOU KNOW?

Points of interest and Catholic lore

• A Jewish talent was a very substantial sum of money. 
A shekel contained about 14.5 grams of silver; a talent 
contained more than 43,000 grams! It was about the price of 
an ox.

• Being an absentee landlord was as common in the time of 
Jesus as it was in later history.

• The ‘talents’ are not equally distributed. In God’s plan, all 
are endowed with different ‘talents’ so that we will recognise 
our need for each other and practise generosity, kindness 
and the sharing of the abilities we have.

EXPLORING THE WORD

In today’s gospel, Matthew develops the theme of what it means 
to be living in the in-between time. The Master has given 
the servants ‘talents’ and on his return they will be judged 
according to how they have used those talents and whether 
they have followed his instructions. A talent was a standard 
measure of currency in the Near East, and a very large sum 
indeed. In fact, each servant has been given a treasure. Two 
perform well, but the third is paralysed by the fear of taking a 
risk and hides his talent away. His excuse is that he knew his 
master was an exacting man and so he refused even to try. He 
condemns himself by not responding to the demands of the 
master. This gospel challenges us to drop our false notion of 
God as an exacting master, to appreciate the gifts we have been 
given, and to use and develop them for our good and the good 
of others.

What are some of the images of God we may have? Examples 
include shepherd, judge, Father, nurturer, rock, king, guide.

• Explore together some of the biblical images or metaphors 
of God presented in the Hebrew Scriptures.

• How may our image of God influence the way we respond 
to the invitation to enter the kingdom? 

MAKING CONNECTIONS

Opportunties for group discussion and personal prayer

• What are your talents and gifts? How do you use them?

• When do you feel like a ‘good and faithful servant’?

• What image of God is presented in this passage? Is he the 
stern task-master who judges harshly, or the generous one 
who entrusts great treasure, which must be used wisely so 
that it will grow?

• What is your image of God? Spend time in reflection on this 
question this week.

• Share stories of times when you were too afraid to take a 
risk. What was the outcome? How do you feel now about 
opportunities lost through being overly cautious?

• This week, use your talents explicitly for the good of others.

• Repeat this psalm often this week: 

Happy are those who fear the Lord.

O blessed are those who fear the Lord 
and walk in his ways. 
By the labour of your hands you shall eat. 
You will be happy and prosper.

Happy are those who fear the Lord.
(Psalm 127: 1–2)
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EXPLORING THE WORD

SHARING THE TRADITION

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more 
explicit God's word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

From earliest times, the church has recognised the range of 
gifts in the community of believers and encouraged the use of a 
variety of gifts. For centuries, men and women have made their 
unique contribution to the life of the church. Even the simplest 
person has a contribution to make—remember the apostles!

• Read together 1 Corinthians 12:1–11.

• Ask catechumens to reflect on the particular gifts and 
talents of their family members. What contribution does 
each make to the welfare of the whole?

• Talk of the ways that members of your community use 
their particular gifts and talents in various ministries and 
services.

• Why is it good that many rather than a few contribute to the 
life of the community?

• How can you use your particular talents and gifts to build 
up the community and the kingdom?

LIVING THE WORD

Practical ideas for connecting the Scripture and daily life,  
with suggestions for music and environment

• Try to identify the particular gifts or talents that are needed 
in the various ministries of the parish community? Can the 
gifts and talents in the group be matched to these needs?

• Are there ways we are able to extend or develop the gifts 
God gave us?

• Use an oil lamp and open Scripture, or perhaps a treasure 
chest or jewellery box, as a focus. Pray for each other and 
the growth of faith in service. Pray for all people who use 
their gifts for the good of others. A suitable song may be 
‘We are called’ (GA 514). Conclude with the blessing in the 
RCIA at §97I.

NOTES
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EXPLORING THE WORD

Christ the King    Year A

GOSPEL

Jerusalem Bible © 1966 by Darton, Longman & Todd Ltd  
and Doubleday & Company Inc.

Jesus said to his disciples, ‘When the Son of Man comes in his 
glory, escorted by all the angels, then he will take his seat on 
his throne of glory. All the nations will be assembled before him 
and he will separate men one from another as the shepherd 
separates sheep from goats. He will place the sheep on his 
right hand and the goats on his left. 

Then the King will say to those on his right hand, ‘Come, 
you whom my Father has blessed, take for your heritage the 
kingdom prepared for you since the foundation of the world. 
For I was hungry and you gave me food; I was thirsty and you 
gave me drink; I was a stranger and you made me welcome; 
naked and you clothed me, sick and you visited me, in prison 
and you came to see me.’ 

Then the virtuous will say to him in reply, ‘Lord, when did we 
see you hungry and feed you or see you thirsty and give you 
drink? When did we see you a stranger and make you welcome; 
naked and clothe you; sick or in prison and go to see you?’

And the King will answer, ‘I tell you solemnly, in so far as 
you did this to one of the least of these brothers of mine, you 
did it to me.’

(Matthew 25:31–40)

DID YOU KNOW?

Points of interest and Catholic lore

• The ‘Son of Man’ is a title that is often used of Jesus in the 
gospels. Scholars still debate the precise meaning of this 
title and whether Jesus used it of himself. The term, as used 
in the Book of Daniel, has messianic overtones; that is, it is 
used as a title for the Messiah.

• Service has always been at the heart of the church’s work. 
Traditionally, the ‘corporal works of mercy’ are loosely 
based on Jesus’ words in this gospel and include feeding the 
hungry, sheltering the homeless, clothing the naked, visiting 
the sick and imprisoned, and burying the dead. See The 
Catechism of the Catholic Church, §2447.

• The church also identifies ‘spiritual works of mercy’ 
(see CCC, §2447) as ‘instructing, advising, consoling, 
comforting, forgiving and bearing wrongs patiently.’

EXPLORING THE WORD

Over the last few weeks, the gospel texts have dealt with 
issues of being prepared, staying ready, and using our gifts 
well. In some ways, all these themes culminate in today’s text. 
This gospel presents us with the bottom line! Are we judged 
worthy of a place in the kingdom? The criteria for being judged 
worthy are very clear—it is how we have served those most 
in need. This is what will count. If we do not see Christ in our 
brothers and sisters in need, then our faith is blind and will not 
lead to the kingdom.

There is another aspect of this gospel that should not be 
overlooked. It is the apocalyptic vision of the Son of Man 
coming in glory and reigning over all the nations as King. 
To the King belongs the right of judgement and reward or 
punishment. While Matthew’s community was in the ‘in-
between’ time, the evangelist held before them the central truth 
that the Son of Man, the King, will come again in his glory as 
judge.

• During his life, Christ was not a king in a political or 
autocratic sense. Far from it. The subjects of his kingdom 
are called to service with the marginalised, the poor and the 
powerless.

• How does your community engage in this service? 
How might you and your family become involved?

MAKING CONNECTIONS

Opportunties for group discussion and personal prayer

• What is your response to those in need? How do you 
practise your faith in practical ways?

• To be a shepherd in the ancient world was seen as a lowly 
occupation. Most often the work was done by a hired hand 
who felt no responsibility for the sheep. But the owner of 
the sheep exercised both authority and care. Jesus refers to 
himself as the good shepherd who knows his sheep and his 
sheep know him.

• Share an experience of being in need and having someone 
respond to that need. Did it change the way you respond to 
others in need?

• We may not know people who are literally hungry, thirsty, 
naked, sick or in prison, although billions of our brothers 
and sisters fall into these categories. But we all know people 
who are in need—emotional, financial, spiritual. This week, 
make a point of doing what Jesus urges in this gospel—tend 
to someone in need.

• Repeat this week’s psalm acclamation often:

The Lord is my shepherd; there is nothing I shall want.
(Psalm 22:1)
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EXPLORING THE WORD

SHARING THE TRADITION

A closer look at the Scripture of the day, to see how it makes more 
explicit God's word to us through the teachings of Jesus Christ

Today’s feast of Christ as Universal King is a modern one. It was 
instituted by Pope Pius XI in 1925 as a challenge to the secular 
world.

• It would be interesting to discuss with the group the 
historical context of the introduction of this feast: the 
decline or destruction of some kingdoms and empires 
post-WWI, increasing secularisation and consumerism, the 
growing separation of church and state, the rise of socialism 
and its anti-religious ideology, etc.

• What may Pius have been attempting to say to the world 
with this feast of Christ as Universal King?

• If the church were to introduce a new feast to initiate 
dialogue with the world today, what might it be? What may 
the church need to be saying to our modern times?

• This feast also marks the completion of the church’s 
liturgical year. Next Sunday we begin Advent and the 
reading of Mark’s Gospel.

• Discuss the cycles of the liturgical year, the colours of 
vestments worn at different times, and the special feasts and 
festivals celebrated, as well as the importance of ‘ordinary 
time’ in the yearly cycle.

LIVING THE WORD

Practical ideas for connecting the Scripture and daily life,  
with suggestions for music and environment

• As a group, is there a way for you to put your faith into 
action and join in an activity highlighted in today’s gospel?

• A suitable focus for prayer may be an icon of Christ in 
his glory from the Eastern tradition. Burn a candle and 
incense before this image of the King. Recite together 
today’s psalm. A suitable song could be ‘Christ is the King’ 
(GA 389). Conclude with the blessing in the RCIA at §97E, 
which speaks of the Lord who dwells on high but looks on 
the lowly. 

NOTES


