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ECUMENICAL BULLETIN 

News in Brief-
PALLOTTI COLLEGE and THE 
UNITING CHURCH Within 
Pallotti College at Millgrove, long the 
home of the Pallottine Religious 
Order, a Uniting Church man and 
wife team conduct a ministry in 
spiritual formation. More Page 6 

Diary Dates -

DIARY DATES: 
MAY-AUGUST2002 
l2-l9May 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
16-25 June 
Simply Sharing Week 
27July 
VCC Annual General Meeting 
25August 
Refugee Sunday 
MorePage6 

Other Events-
Quest Australia is the organisation 
which co-ordinated the Christian 
community's combined activities for 
the Sydney Olympics and 
Paralympics. 
Refugee Sunday: What is Refugee 
Sunday? Special liturgy and church 
services are held on the last Sunday of 
August each year, so on August 25 
this year we recognise Australia's 
continuing commitment to help 
refugees. 
Our Bulletin: Our Ecumenical 
Interfaith Bulletin is 'on-going', even 
if it is taking on board an 'on
line'sisterjbrother. 
More Page 6 

Honouring The Paths: 
An Ecumenical Encounter at the Summer School 

The 29th annual Ecumenical Summer School widened its horizons this year 
by 'honouring the paths' of both Christianity and Buddhism. One hundred 
participants gathered at Queen's College Melbourne University over the 
weekend 1-3 February. More Page 2 

Week of Prayer 
The 2002 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is May 12-19, Ascension to 
Pentecost. Anne Koester of Notre Dame Centre for Pastoral Liturgy writes 
this interview with Fr Kilian an 80 year old-monk of StJohn's Abbey, 
Collegeville, Minnesota. More Page 3 

Deepdene and District Inter Church Council 

Items from the Annual Report include: 
• There has been such a richness of experiences, insightful lecture programs, 
shared dialogues and grassroot encounters, provided by civic, church and 
academic sources. More Page 4 

Notable Staff Changes in Church Circles 

To Sydney, from Adelaide, and linking Bendigo to Melbourne, church 
officials have enhanced ecumenical activity this 2002. More Page 5 

RE Texts and Interfaith 
The religious education texts which are being prepared by the Vicariate for 
Religious Education of Melbourne Archdiocese for Catholic Schools contain 
a unit 'Christianity and World Religions' for use in Year 10. More Page 5 

WHERE TO GO WITH YOUTH ECUMENISM? 

Cardinal Walter Kasper, president of the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity, said in a recent address that the 
ecumenical movement risks losing young people unless it can produce a vision for the future. More Page 4 

Salesian Vicar-General: What Youth Need Today- "Youths today need holy teachers who can help them make sense of a 
fragmented world, the vicar general, Father Luc Van Looy, said at the opening of the Salesian's General Chapter, Rome 
February 28). More Page 4 



Honouring the Paths: An Ecumenical Encounter 
. ·· ·at the Summer School 

The 29th annual Ecumenical 
Summer School widened its horizons 
this year by 'honouring the paths' of 
both Christianity and Buddhism. One 
hundred participants gathered at 
Queen's College Melbourne University 
over the weekend 1-3 February. 

They had opportunities to practise 
both Christian and Buddhist forms of 
mediation. The result, according to the 
moderator Professor Will Johnston 
was "a profound exchange ... a marvel
lous experience." Dr. Johnston, who 
retired to Melbourne after 34 years' 
teaching the history of world religions 
at the University of Massachusetts 
Amherst, now teaches Modern Church 
History and World Religions at Yarra 
Theological Union 

So delighted was he with the 
weekend rl1at he readily agreed to join 
the eight-member Board of the 
Ecumenical Summer School. The 
other newly-elected Board member is 
Revd Jeffrey O'Hare, vicar of the parish 
of St. Stephen's and St. Mary's 
Anglican Church Mount Waverley. 

Sri Lankan-born Anglican Revd Dr. 
Ruwan Palapathwala, now attached to 
the Kensington parish and Trinity 
Theological School was chaplain for 
the weekend. His academic back
ground incorporates Christian and 
Buddhist theology. He described the 
wekend of interfaith dialogue as a 
"multi-faceted kind of soul-searching, 
where people discussed what it is to be 
human while coming to a profound 
understanding of what we cherish in 
our own faid1." 

Three men representing various 
"families" of Buddhism and an 
Australian- born Buddhist nun 
addressed the school along with 
Christina Fox, an Anglican teacher and 
rl1eologian who is a licensed spiritual 
director in the Melbourne Diocese. 

Bhikkhu Ian Ariyesako, now living 
in a recendy established hermitage in 
the Dandenong Hills, previously lived 
as a monk in the jungle monasteries of 
Thailand. Born in an Anglican family, 
he was interested in Christianity up till 
the time of his confirmation, then 
found it "disappointing", but never 
really rejected it ... "it just ceased to be 

relevant." Becoming a physicist, he 
had an existential crisis, throwing out 
both the baby and the bathwater. 
Surviving this very dark period in his 
life, he went back and what he picked 
up was a Buddhist baby! "I hope we 
can share, togerl1er, how to care for rl1e 
baby," he said. 

Return to the roots 

Ms Fox stressed the need for 
Christians to return to the roots of their 
traditions, remembering the eastern 
origins of Christianity. "Christianity is a 
mystical and oriental religion," she said. 
"so translated, adopted and modified 
by the western churches that they have 
nothing to say about ordinary 
Christian life. We need to go back to 
our sources to find the vast treasure 
house of wisdom and experience we 
sorely need." 

The extraordinary success of the 
unique Faid1 Communities of Greater 
Dandenong, initiated by rl1e local 
Council in 1989, highlighted rl1e 
opportunities for neighbourhood 
dialogue. In a network encompassing 
Springvale, Dandenong, Keysborough 
and Noble Park, rl1e individuality and 
identity of each religious tradition is 
celebrated. Margaret Mooney, one of 
the lively Roman Cad1olic participants, 
endmsed about rl1e way the leaders of 
the Baha'I, Buddhist, Christian, 
Hindu, Islamic, Jewish and Sikh faiths, 
togerl1er with leaders of several 
spiritual organisations, seek to achieve 
their vision of "Many Faiths, One 
People." 

By the end of a very moving 
weekend, it was agreed that Buddhists 
and Christians in dialogue share the 

two virtues of love (or compassion) 
and wisdom. They also came to see 
how dialogue itself is spiritual 
practice. 
A warm tribute was paid to retiring 
Board president Mary Williams, who 
has made the Ecumenical Summer 
School a central parat of her life over 
the past 21 years . In reply, she noted 
how the original purpose of the 
Summer School was to teach about 
ecumemsm and the Ecumenical 
Movement. In time, participants 
recognised the Summer School 
experience itself as a significant factor 
in their own ecumenical development. 
Now, she said, grounded in the simple 
rhyrl1ms of Christian communal life -
pr aye r, study, recreation and 
Eucharistic worship - this is an integral 
part of the Ecumenical Summer 
School process. "For what has been, 
for what is, and for what is ahead, let's 
together give thanks and praise to God 
whose power working in us can do 
infinitely more rl1an we can hope ot 
imagine," said Mary Williams. 

(Morna Sturrock) 

Anne Paul, Mary Williams and Morna Stun•ocll pictured at the 2002 Ecumenical Summer School 



Christian Unity: 
A Conversation with Fr-I<ilian McDonnell, OSB 
The 2002 Week of Prayer for 

Christian Unity is MAY 12-19, 
Ascension to Pentecost . Anne 
Koester of Notre Dame Centre for 
Pastoral Liturgy writes this 
interview with Fr.Kilian, an 80-
year-old monk of St. John's Abbey, 
Collegeville, Minnesota. 

His initial involvement in ecumeni
cal dialogues and consultations came in 
1965-66, when, in his words, "we were 
riding the crest of a popular wave of 
enthusiasm." Fr. Kilian found himself 
on centre stage in the ecumenical 
movement because he was asked to 
give 'a paper here or a talk there ' on the 
topics emerging in this budding area of 
Church life. 

Early days 

So what were the early years of 
ecumenical dialogue likd Fr. Kilian 
said there was great excitement about 
the possibilities, and the hope was not 
"based on just mindless enthusiasm." 
He added that those involved in the 
dialogues were not na'ive; there were 

difficult theological issues to address, 
Yet, much progress has been made. 
For instance, Fr. Kilian pointed to the 
contribution made by the early 
documents on church and ministry 
wh ich came out of the 
Lutheran/Roman Catholic dialogue. 

"How many times in the past did we 
think that an issue was beyond 
resolution, and after a long exchange, 
we fow1d that by situating the 
question in a new context, it opened 
up. We saw that one can read the 
sources in different ways, and those 
ways showed us a way forward, if not 
to immediate resolution, at least to a 
solid hope that we could live with 
differences." 

Fr. Kilian said the dialogues could 
also be very painful at times. Yet, 
struggling through the pain formed 
"bonds of friendship, bonds of real 
depth." If you have that kind of 
friendship and trust, then all things are 
possible .. . the bonds of trust did not 
mean that we didn't disagree; we did. 

Week of 
Prayer 

for 
Christian 

Unity 

12th May 
to 

19th May 
2002 

The ecumenical movement today 

"We have reached a new level now 
and we have to go on. We need a new 
generation of scholars." People often 
forget the enormous strides in specific 
theological areas, in ministry, sacra
mental theology, in liturgy, in the 
liturgical crosscurrents affecting all the 
churches. We forget what it was like at 
the beginning - and the profits there 
have been for us." 

To the future 

As to the future, Fr. Kilian believes 
it will be in the "crosscurrents between 
spirituality, liturgy and theology. 
People are really hungry for God. 
Theology will bring them a long way; 
but it won't get them there, unless we 
communicate to each other and to the 
world the experience of God ... (Thus) 
our liturgies have to GNE to people." 

On a final personal note, there is no 
quesstion that Fr. Kilian McDonnell is 
one of the most influential figures in the 
modern ecumenical movement. What 
impresses me most about Fr. Kilian is 
the gentle, humble, giving and holy 
man that he is. These qualities, in 
addition to his life of prayer, have no 
doubt enabled him to contribute to 
ecumemsm m ways that are beyond 
measure. 

Anne Koester 



Youth involvement in 
Ecumenical and Interfaith events 
and organisation was discussed at 
the March meeting of Melbourne's 
EIC. 

Various opinions raised included 
that young peoples' organisations 
should be approached in Catholic 
circles arid in vee areas, and that l 
or 2 people should pursue the issue in 
a full way. Br Mark O'Connor, FMS 
(Catholic Pastoral Formation Centre) 
is working with the EIC on this matter. 

Linking ecumenism and interfaith 
dialogue with youth is also a world
wide concern. Cardinal Walter Kasper, 
president of the Pontifical Council for 
Promoting Christian Unity, said in a 
recent address that the ecumenical 
movement risks losing young people 
unless it can produce a vision for the 
future. "To a certain degree, the crisis of 
the ecumenical movement is the 
consequence of its success," he wrote in 
the Italian bi-weekly Il Regno. "The 
more we come closer to one another, 
the more painful is the experience of 
not yet being in full communion 
among ourselves, which creates a 
certain dissatisfaction and frustration," 
he states. Moreover, "the new 
generation of faithful and priests has 
not lived through the council and does 
not understand how things have 
changed." 

Cardinal Kasper presented three 
challenges in ecumenism: 

( l) "The results of ecumenical 
progress have yet to penetrate the heart 
and flesh of our Church and of the 
other Churches ... we must promote 
ecumenical formation and the 
reception of ecumenical results." 

(2) "We must clarify and renew the 
ecumenical vision. We need a new 
ecumenical language and impulse. We 
run the risk of losing a whole 
generation of youths if we are not 
capable of giving them a vision." 

(3) Cardinal Kasper appealed for 
d1e harmonising of dialogue and 
identity. He emphasised: "One can see 
what the problems and advantages of 
Dominus Jesus are, which highlighted 
d1e question of identity," he wrote. 

Salesian Vicar-General: What 
Youth Need Today 

"Youths today need holy teachers 
who can help them make sense of a 
fragmented world, the vicar general, 
Father Luc Van Looy; said at the 
opening of the Salesian's General 
Chapter, (Rome Feb 28) .. "The person 
of Christ and his message are either 
absent or litde known, the sense of sin 
has dimmed, and justification of one's 
acts and positions is guided by one's 
own way of thinking and feeling." 

Youth must be offered an "integral 
proposal. .. models that unify in a 

consistent and shared way all that is 
separated and fragmented in society;" 
the Vicar General said. "Our 
communities must continue to make 
the effort to show that fraternal unity 
and the sharing of common goals is 
possible." 

"Expressions of spiritual life and 
prayer do not always correspond with 
what youth seeks." The vicar general 
said the congregation is "in the 
vanguard of evangelization, in contact 
with other religions, in ecumenical 
situations, in territories of d1e greatest 
economic, human and cultural 
poverty." 

Deepdene and District 
Interchurch Council 

Items from the Annual Report include: 

• There has been such a richness of experiences, insightful lecture 
programs, shared dialogues and grassroot encounters, provided by civic, 
church and academic sources. 

• We have continued our efforts to promote dialogue among our local 
Christian Churches through our bi-monthly meetings, lenten study 
groups, shared worship at the Anglican, Catholic and Uniting churches, 
ceremonies together for the World Day ofPrayer, our Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity; and the Liturgy of Condolence after ll September. 

• Many & varied were ilie ecumenical celebrations held at national and 
state level such as the outstanding Service of Remembrance and 
Thanksgiving at ilie Royal Exhibition Building, ilie Multi-Faith 
Celebrations for ilie Centenary of Federation, the special Shoah 
Celebration at St. Patrick's Cailiedral and ilie Service of Condolence after 
the World Trade Centre disaster. 

• Excellent ecumenical publications provided by ilie NCCA, the VCC 
in 'Vic Unity', ilie Catholic Ecumenical Interfaiili bulletins and ilie 
Uniting church bulletin, provide us with a breadili of background 
reading. Several of us are privileged to be members of ecumenical 
diocesan and national bodies and the inspiration and global feedback 
from iliese provide valuable insights and opportunities for dialogue 
among ourselves. 

• Rev. David Gill, on ilie eve of his retirement as ilie first secretaty of 
the National Council of Churches of Australia, stressed iliat he firmly 
believed iliat it would only be ilirough relationships, personal, warm, 
deep and sincere, where trust is paramount, iliat ecumenism will continue 
to grow. "If we look togeilier at Jesus Christ and keep looking at him ilien 
the day will inevitably come, when we will be united," he said. 

(Sr. Margaret Galvin, retiring president of Deepdene and District 
Interchurch Council) 



NOTABLE STAFF CHANGES IN CHURCH CIRCLES 
To Sydney, from Adelaide; and 

linking Bendigo to Melbourne, church 
officials have enhanced ecumenical 
activity this 2002. Caesar D'Mello 
has become National Director of 
Christian World Service within the 
National Council of Churches of 
Australia. Also based in Sydney from 
Melbourne is Charlie Ocampo, as 
manager of International programs 
within CWS(NCCA 

Both have worked in Melbourne for 
many years in similar tasks. Victorian
based Caesar is known especially for his 
work in promoting the Christmas 
Bowl. Melbourne's loss is Sydney's 
gain, but their work is Australia-wide 
as well as international. 

New Dean of UFT 
Returning from Adelaide to 

Melbourne is Rev. Dr. Duncan Reid, 
now as Dean of the United Faculty of 
Theology here. Dr. Reid in the past 
was chairman of the VCC's 
Commission on Faith and Order. He 
has also become more recently a 
member of the International 
Commission for Anglican-Orthodox 
Theological dialogue 

The UFT is an informal association 

of Jesuit, Uniting church and Anglican 
theological colleges. It is based at 
Queen's College on the campus of the 
University of Melbourne and since 
1969 has coordinated the teaching of 
its three member colleges to prepare 
students for the degree and diploma 
courses of the Melbourne College of 

. Divinity. 

As Dean, Dr. Duncan Reid will be 
involved with 25 teaching staff and 
about 280 students mainly preparing 
for the Bachelor of Theology, Bachelor 
of Divinity and the newly-offered 
Master of Divinity awards, plus post
graduate research. 

Changes at UFT 
While some students come to UFT 

for ordination, most come to pursue a 
life-long interest in the big questions of 
what it is to be a human person in 
God's world. The study of theology is 
for all, a matter of passionate 
intellectual engagement with the 
Christian faith. UFT gives an 
ecumenical background to tlus study. 

UFT is working towards relocation 
to a new Parkville campus in the next 
few years. A vision statement states the 

goal as being "to encourage a radical 
vision of the Gospel of Christ which 
will equip students not simply to 
understand faith, but to change the 
world by living the faith that does 
justice." 

With access to one of the most 
comprehensive theological libraries in 
the southern hemisphere, an 
internationally recognised teaching 
staff, and an enthusiastic and energetic 
student body the UFT can justly be 
described as a "Jewel in the 
Ecumenical Crown" of the Melbourne 
churches. There is good reason to be 
confident in the future and to wish the 
new Dean much success in his new 
post. 

Melbourne-Bendigo 
Commuter 

J effWild, a former executive officer 
of the Catholic Ecumenical Interfaitl1 
Commission, has become manager of 
Christian World Service Victoria. 
With his ecrune11ical and church 
contacts, and his experience in issues 
such as refugee and asylum-seeking, 
Jeff is commuting to Melbourne from 
Bendigo, where his wife, Margie Dahl, 
is aU niting Church minister. 



DIARY DATES 

MAY-AUGUST, 2002 

12-19 MAY 
Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity 

16-25 JUNE 
Simply Sharing Week 

27JULY 
VCC Annual General Meeting 

25AUGUST 
Refugee Sunday 
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Other important 
events 

Quest Australia is the organisation 
which co-o~dinated the Christian 
community's combined activities for the 
Sydney Olympics and Paralympics. The 
effort of Sydney's ·Christian commtmity 
for the Games is considered around the 
world as the most w1ited and successful 
major 'faith outreach' event to be staged. 

Mter this outstanding success Quest 
is seeking to engage in similar outreach 
for the Commonwealth Games which 
comes to Melbourne in 2006. The 
Commonwealth Games is another big
ticket event that will capture the imagina
tion of Australians. It will focus much of 

Melbourne College of Divinity has 
several courses in Ecumenism in 
2002: 

• Ecclesiology and Ecumenism: 
2nd Semester, Lecturer Dr. Peter 
Cross 

Liturgy & Orthodox Life: 
Oriental churches in Melbourne: 
2nd Semester, Lecturer Prof Robert 
Gribben 

• The Growth of the Church in 
Asia and the Pacific: Daytime 2nd 
Semester, Lecturers John Prior & 
James Knight, both SVD. 

Website Enquiries: 
www.mcd.unimelb.edu.au 
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the world's attention on Australia again. 
It will bring the world to our doorstep 
and will provide the Church with 
another remarkable opportunity to 

witness to our sports-loving nation. 

Melbourne's Catholic involvement 
through our Ecumenical Interfaith 
Commission requires that we enlist a 
few select ecumenical and sporting 
representatives with an eye to activities 
of worship and pastoral care. Enquiries 
toEIC. 

What is Refugee Sunday? Special 
liturgy and church services are held on 
the last Sunday of August each year, so 
on August 25 this year we recognize 
Australia's continuing commitment to 
help refugees. The celebrations are 
supported by 15 member churches of the 

PRODUCTION: KAIROS PUBLICATIONS TELEPHONE: 9926 5761 

NCCA and organised by the NCCA's 
National Program on Refugees and 
Displaced People, the Australian 
Catholic Migrant and Refugee Office, 
Mercy Refugee Service and TEAR 
Australia. 

Our Ecumenical Interfaith 
Bulletin is 'on-going,' even if it is taking 
on board an 'on-line' sister/brother. We 
have a mailing list of about 500 and 
produce an issue about 3 times a year. 
To offset expense to the Commission, we 
ask for readers to send a donation, $10 or 
$15, And we thank people who tell us of 
changed addresses, or cancellations, and 
especially of new readers. Please, don't 
hesitate to ring or write or E-mail us. 
And please hurry to send us a small 
donation to cover our costs (Ed. ) 


