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AUTHORITY AT THE SERVICE OF UNITY 
CARDINAL Edward Cassidy's 

talk to Diocesan Ecumenical and 
Interfaith officials, October 5, 
abridged for EI Bulletin) 

The question of authority is at the 
very centre of the search for full, 
visible communion among Christian 
Churches. 

The question of authority was an 
essential element in the divisions that 
occurred among Christians in the 
second millennium. 

In recent years, it has become a 
major topic for dialogue. 
Since the Second Vatican Council, 
significant progress has been made in 
the various theological dialogues in 
which the Catholic Church is 
involved: 
-with the Ancient Oriental Churches 
-the Orthodox Churches, 
-the Anglican Communion 
-the World Lutheran Federation, 
-the World Methodist Council, 
-the Disciples of Christ 
-the World Alliance of Reformed 
Churches, 
-Baptists, Pentecostals and 
Mennonites. 
Two important joint studies within 
these dialogues: 
• the Anglican-Roman Catholic 
International Commission (ARCIC 
II) in 1999 published The Gift of 
Authority: Authority in the church 
III. 
• the Joint Commission for Dialogue 
between the Roman Catholic Church 
and the World Methodist Council 
published in November 2000 its 
report on the period 1997-2001 
entitled Speaking the Truth in Love, 
which has the sub-title Teaching 
Authority among Catholics and 
Methodists. 

The dialogue between the World 
Lutheran Federation and the Roman 
Catholic Church, after having 
achieved a remarkable consensus on 
the doctrine of justification, turned 
immediately to delve more deeply 
into the question of authority in the 
service of the Church. 

The Joint International 
Commission for the theological 
dialogue between the Catholic 
Church and the Orthodox Church 
was preparing to begin its study of 
authority in the Church when the 
normal discussions were interrupted 
in the fall of communism. 

The question of Papal authority is an 
essential element in all discussions 
on authority at the service of the 
Church. In the Ency clical on 
Commitment to Ecumenism 'Ut 
Unum Sint, Pope John Paul II 
appealed for church leaders and their 
theologians from other churches to 
engage with him "in a patient and 
fraternal dialogue" on the subject of 
the exercise of the primacy. The 
reasons for this request were both the 
extensive discussions of recent years 
within the ecumenical movement on 
the question of the primacy of the 
Pope, and the more general positive 
results flowing from the ecumenical 
movement itself. 

ROME AND UNITY: HOW? 
The Holy Father realizes that the 

office of the Bishop of Rome is one of 
the major questions to be resolved on 
the way to full, visible unity among 
all Christians. 

Cardinal Cassidy continued: I 
would see the first positive result of 
the dialogues as being the realization 
of the need for an authority that 
contributes to the unity of the 
Christian Church and ensures that 
the faith which comes from the 
Apostles is transmitted from 
generation to generation in such a 
way that all the faithful continue to 
adhere to the revelation that has 
come from God. 
Churches, which in the past would 
have absolutely nothing to do with 
papal authority, have in recent years 
shown a certain readiness to consider 
the possibility of a universal 
oversight exercised by the Bishop of 
Rome. 

A GIFT AND BLESSING 
A second positive result of this 

dialogue would surely be the new 
approach seen both in the Methodist
Catholic dialogue and in ARCIC II to 
authority in the Church as a gift and 
blessing. The document 'Speaking 
the Truth in Love' states: "Methodists 
and Catholics agree that teaching 
authority rightly exercised is a gift of 
God to His Church, through which 
Christ exercises the headship of his 
body by the power of the Holy 
Spirit." 

Prof. William Henn, OFM. Cap of 
the Gregorian University comments: 
"There can never be reconciliation 
between divided Christian 

communities about the topic of 
authority unless these communities 
see authority as something positive." 

ORIENTAL ORTHODOXY 
The dialogue with Orthodoxy and 

the statements made by leading 
Orthodox theologians generally 
show a basic acceptance of the 
concept of a universal 'episcope' in 
the Church. Orthodoxy, however, 
has so far always denied that such 
oversight can or may be exercised by 
one bishop by himself. Collegiality 
and conciliarity are required .... 
Orthodoxy rejects a papal primacy of 
jurisdiction, while admitting a 
primacy for the Bishop of Rome. 

Pope John Paul insists that the 
papal ministry "must always be done 
in communion". 

OLD CATHOLIC CHURCHES 
This dialogue has encountered 

serious obstacles in recent years, due 
mainly to the tension arising from the 
ready acceptance in a number of 
countries of former catholic clergy to 
minister as married priests in the 
same areas as they had done 
previously as Catholic priests. 
It is conceivable, so far, that the 
Bishop of Rome could represent a 
kind of Episcopal "primus inter 
pares" in a future unified church. 
THE ANGLICAN COMMUNION 

Theological positions are far from 
uniform. Anglo-Catholic circles have 
often shown themselves ready to 
allow the Pope also a collegial and 
conciliar universal magisterial 
responsibility, over and above an 
honorary primacy. 

On the other hand, evangelical 
Anglicans have expressed much 
more fundamental objections to 
papal primacy. In their opinion only 
the Word of God has authority and 
free from error. 

Significant signs of progress 
resulting from the ARCIC dialogues: 

-the authority of the Lord is active 
in the Church 

- the laity play an integral role in 
decision-making - primacy and 
conciliarity are elements of episcope 

- the need for a universal primacy 
exercised by the Bishop of Rome 

- universal primate to exercise his 
ministry in collegial association with 
the other Bishops 

continued on page 4 



(Talk given by John D'Arcy May 
06/10/2001 in Melbourne, abridged by 
Morna Sturrock, member of 
Ecumenical Summer School) 

Have you heard of the word 
'meliority, or 'meliorism'? If not, you 
will if you are to concern yourself with 
inter-religious understanding, or 
dialogue. The word, from the Latin 
melior meaning better, means that the 
religion you hold is better than all 
others. 

It allows every religious tradition to 
define itself as intrinsically superior to 
all others. It means your religious 
tradition uniquely possesses the means 
to salvation, or redemption, or 
liberation, or however the final 
outcome of the religious quest is 
described. This definition comes from 
Australian-born scholar John D'Arcy 
May, Associate Professor of Inter
Religious Dialogue and Ethics at the 
Irish School of Ecumenics, now a 
department of Trinity College Dublin. 

In Australia for a year on exchange 
at the Australian Catholic University, 
he gave addresses in Melbourne on 
both Christian Ecumenics and inter
faith dialogue on 6 October, arranged 
by Friends of the Irish School of 
Ecumenics and the Ecumenical 
Summer School. He questioned 
whether the latter might mean the end 
of the former, for the latter has become 
a serious threat to what has already 
been achieved in inter-church rela
tions. 

"The aim of interreligious dialogue, 
while not incompatible with Christian 
ecumenism, lies somewhere beyond it" 
Dr May said, 'somewhere we have 
never been, but are now called to go. 
Like Abraham, we take our faith with 
us; not knowing what promises the 
God who calls us out of our familiar 
religious surroundings has in store for 
us. 
"Perhaps it is not too much to say that 
the challenge posed by inter-religious 
dialogue to central Christian beliefs 
amounts to a crisis of Christology," Dr 
May told his audience, citing for 
example evangelical outrage and 
Vatican condemnation as symptoms of 
a growing unease in Christian circles. 
(It might however be some consolation 
to know there are signs of a similar 
crisis in contemporary "Buddhology" 
as well, with other traditions such as 
Islam possibly to follow.) 

INTRA-RELIGIOUS DIALOGUE 
BEGINS 

Yet the process of interreligious 
dialogue, once begun, cannot be 
stopped. The theory of communication 
is initiated by the mere presence to one 
another of two conscious objects, even 
where it is their express intention not to 
communicate. Once we become aware 
that there are other communities of 
belief which, while profoundly 
different from our own, are neverthe
less in some sense "religious", the intra
religious dialogue had already begun. 
"'In doing so we are incipiently and 
implicitly in communication with the 
religious Other," Dr May said. 
"Whether we recognise in this Other a 
Stranger or an Enemy, the challenge to 
adapt a position and make a response is 
primordial- and in itself religious." 

Paraphrasing the French philoso
pher Paul Ricoeur, each encounter with 
the 'face' of the other person is "a Sinai" 
that particularises the commandment 
"Thou shalt not kill" and promulgates it 
anew' . This moral response, whether 
positive of negative, shapes conscious
ness itself and is the foundation for all 
knowledge. The principle of meliority 
was thus seen to be ethically compro
mised, Dr May said. "It is not only a 
dangerous delusion to insist on the 
intrinsic superiority of the tradition 
one holds to be uniquely true, it is also 
unethical and ultimately irreligious. ' 

Acknowledging the Other, welcom
ing the Stranger and reconciling the 
Enemy were profoundly religious acts, 
and in this perspective dialogue might 
be seen, in Christian terms, as the 
sacrament of the Stranger. 

"The aim of inter-religious dialogue 
was now less clear than ever," Dr May 
said. "Either we demonstrate that the 
otherspossess 'functional equivalents' 

of our own religious symbols and 
doctrines, and may be thus assimilated 
to our own, or we come right out and 
say that only ours are true while others 
are invalid . 'Neither solution is 
satisfactory, indeed each begins to 
seem positively dangerous in the 
present atmosphere of rivalry and 
heightened tension." 

WHY ISLAMIC MILITANCY 
Dr May stressed that our immense 

sympathy for the victims of the 
September 11 tragedy and their loved 
ones must not deflect us from the 
urgent task of understanding the 
reasons for Islamic militancy. Its roots 
lay, he said, in the humiliation and 
exploitation of the once-proud Arab 
nations by Western powers in search of 
oil and political leverage in the Middle 
East. Time after time, whether in 
Pakistan or Egypt, the militant Islamic 
organisations were founded by 
Muslims who had studied in the west, 
were repelled by what they saw, and 
returned with the message that the 
future of Muslim nations lay neither in 
socialism nor in democracy, but in 
fidelity to the Qur'an and Islamic law. 

"These movements proliferated 
throughout the twentieth century, 
becoming ever more radical and 
violent. America had become the 
primary target of their wrath because 
of its arrogant manipulation of other 
nations' politics; its squandering of 
resources, its self-indulgent lifestyle 
and its self-righteous air of superiority. 
'This is profoundly unsettling for us all 
who enjoy a secure and comfortable 
western lifestyle, and the mechanisms 
of denial and repression are already 
operating." Dr May said. "But it solves 
nothing to project our self-disgust onto 
an other created by demonising Islam.' 

"Justice and peace were not simply 
topics for dialogue; they must be its 
very medium. Relationships of mutual 
trust and acceptance were therefore not 
just desirable accompaniments of 
dialogue, they were indispensable; 
'without them there cannot be commu
nication that will lead to mutual 
understanding.' In this light, Hans 
Kung's proposal that the way ahead for 
the world's religions is to collaborate in 
formulating a "global ethic' seems 
plausible." 

(HOW IS THIS FOR REFLECTIVE 
HOLIDAY READING? FOR FULL 
TEXT, CONTACTEIC OFFICE). 



AUTHORITY AT THE SERVICE OF UNITY 
continued from page 2 

- universal primacy and conciliarity 
complements and does not supplant 
the exercise of episcope in local 
churches. 
Where full consensus has not been 
reached: 
- the relationship between Scripture, 
Tradition and the exercise of teach
ing authority 
- collegiality, conciliarity, and the 
role of the laity in decision-making 

- the Petrine ministry of universal 
primacy in relation to Scripture and 
Tradition. 

Debates and decisions about the 
ordination of women led to ques
tions about sources and structures of 
authority and how they function for 
Anglicans and Catholics. The key to 
understanding the ARCIC 2 docu
ment 'The Gift of Authority' is to be 
found in the 2nd letter to Corinthians 
1:8-20, where Paul speaks of the 
"Yes" of God to us and the "Amen" of 
the Church to God. 

Cardinal Cassidy quoted from the 
ARCIC II statement with a section on 
Universal Primacy: A Gift to be 
shared 

THE LUTHERAN WORLD 
FEDERATION 

The document 'The Ministry in the 
Church,' issued by the Roman 
Catholic-Lutheran Joint 
Commission in 1981, showed that 
'there exists a teaching responsibility 
at a supra-congregational level', but 
differences were evident regarding 
the role of 'reception' in determining 
the binding character of doctrinal 
decisions and on the question of 
infallibility. 

THE REFORMED CHURCHES 
Cardinal Cassidy quoted docu

ments of the Reformed-Roman 
Catholic Conversations of 1977 and 
1990, to show that some traditional 
controversies about Holy Scripture, 
the Canon and the Confessions were 
out of date. On infallibility, the 
Reformed position is strongly 
negative. 

Central discussions are about the 
papal primacy in accordance with 
the Gospel, or not. 

DISCIPLES OF CHRIST 
The binding nature of conscience 

in central moral teaching on the 
Catholic side, and the significant 
measure of freedom and personal 
responsibility on the side of the 

Disciples, was the key issue in this 
Dialogue of 1998 and 1999. 
WORLD METHODIST COUNCIL 

What Methodists and Catholics 
have in common is so much greater 
than what keeps us apart, Cardinal 
Cassidy said. The second Vatican 
Council speaks of "the hierarchy of 
truths" and John Wesley of an 
"Analogy of faith" or "a grand scheme 
of doctrine." 

A point of divergence is the idea of 
a guaranteed or 'covented' means of 
grace, especially with regard to 
essential beliefs. 

Concerns that worry Catholic 
partners in Dialogues: 
- Anglican, Lutheran, Reformed and 
Free Church theologians are critical 
of what they see as insufficient 
account taken by the Catholic Church 
of dialogue results, and also of 
theological developments of the 
teachings of the Second Vatican 
Council. 
-Official Roman Catholic documents 
seem to present a type of 'return 
ecumenism', which expects that 
ecclesial communities separated 
from the Catholic Church need to be 
in communion with Rome to find 
their way (back) to the unity of the 
church. 

Cardinal Cassidy concluded, 
"much progress has been made; yet 
serious obstacles remain. The search 
has to go on." 

(For the full text of Cardinal Cassidy's 
address, see website on our letterhead) 

THE GAME OF "BRIDGES" 
To promote dialogue between 

cultures, the Columbans have a dice 
game, most suitable for summer 
holiday evenings or wet days 
indoors. Two or more players 
(travellers) play dice, to encounter 
bridges, obstacles like the mountains 
of intolerance and the dark forest of 
prejudice, on their way to Holy 
Ground, where true dialogue and 
understanding takes place. Different 
cultures, religions and lifestyles will 
interest students, teachers, and all 
people who wish to reflect on 
ecumenism, interfaith dialogue, the 
sacred space and true understand
ing. About 30 minutes for 6 players. 
More information from 
www.columban.org.au 

THIRD PHASE OF THE 
ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT 

A Tale of Mountain Climbing and 
an Elephant in the Living Room is the 
heading of Dominican Sister, Trish 
Madigan's 6-page reflective article in 
Compass, Volume 35, Winter 2001. 

If you missed the first two phases, 
it won't matter, because they're 
summarised . Trish Madigan is 
Liaison Officer for Sydney 
Archdiocesan Commission for 
Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations. 
She accounts for most of the main 
events and writings, 'treasures old 
and new" especially in the 1980s to 
2000. Covenanting, the role of 
women, the Orthodox Dialogue and 
both the spiritual (vertical) and 
ecclesiological (horizontal) move
ments add up to an easy-to-read, 
well-documented piece of reflective 
reading for Summertime. 

Compass is at PO Box 229, 
Kensington NSW 1465. 

Tel 02 9315 2225. Email 
b.brundell@unsw.edu.au 

A PRAYERFUL RELECTION 
WHICH UPDATES US 

As member churches of the 
National Council of Churches In 
Australia, 

We RE-AFFIRM our Commitment 
to one another as partners on the 
ecumenical Journey; 

WE BELIEVE that we are Being blessed 
in our Generation to witness the 
action of the Spirit in drawing the 
churches in a common search for a fuller 
expression of unity; 

WE REJOICE in all we have in common 
and GIVE THANKS for the richness of 
our diversity, though recognising that 
our disunity is a hindrance to the 
church's Mission; 

WE RECOGNISE ONE ANOTHER 
as Communities of Faith, Hope and 
Love, committed to following Christ, 
and pledged to serve God's Kingdom; 

We therefore MAKE A COMMITMENT 
TO EACH OTHER to engage in an 
ongoing process of growing together 
(covenanting), not knowing what 
visible form unity, which is God's will 
and gift, may take, but believing that, 
by taking the steps to which we now 
commit ourselves, we shall be led to 
grow ever more deeply into that unity. 



Reflections on Four Ecumenical Leaders 
Mercy Sister Beryl Amedee, 

Anglican Bishop John Stewart, 
Cardinal Edward Cassidy, and Rev. 
David Gill of National Council of 
Churches in Australia, have all 
completed major ecumenical tasks. 

SR Beryl was executive officer of 
Brisbane archdiocesan Commission 
for Ecumenism in 1994, which 
expanded later to include interfaith 
relations. 

"I could speak of the many deeply 
moving ecumenical worship services, 
challenging conferences at the 
national, Queensland and local level, 
planning and participating in clergy 
days .... The list goes on," she told 
Brisbane Catholic Leader (Nov 18, 
2001, p .24) 

This experience followed postings 
as co-ordinator of religious education 
in Rockhampton diocese, earlier 
studies for a Master's degree in Arts 
at Fordham University, New York, 
and her entry into the Mercy Sisters in 
1960, when aged 19. 

Bishop John Stewart retired from 
being Vicar-General of Melbourne 
Anglican Archdiocese this year and 
has become parish priest at 
Woodend. As Vicar-General and 
Bishop he chaired many meetings of 
Anglican-Roman Catholic dialogues 
and was invited many times to the 
annual St.Patrick's Day dinner with 
our Catholic Vicars-General, "arch
bishops being too busy." 

An outstanding humorist, he 
joined a comedian to pack St. Paul's 
Cathedral during the Melbourne 
Comedy Festival, to "bring humour 
into religion." He tells of his first days 
at Woodend when a scruffy-looking 
man with a huge dog knocked at the 
Anglican Vicarage and said that his 
dog was hungry and could he eat 
with the Vicar's dog. When it soon 
became clear that the scruffy visitor 
was Catholic parish priest Fr. Vin 
Peile, who had come to welcome the 
new Anglicans, Bishop Stewart's wife 
quipped: "Our dog doesn't eat with 
Catholic dogs!." 

Woodend people packed a 
Memorial Service after the September 
11 terrorist tragedy, recongnising the 
ecumenical rapport of their two 
parish priests. 

Cardinal Edward Cassidy has 
retired from many Vatican diplo
matic postings to live back in New 
South Wales. He was president of the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity, and the Commission 
for Religious Relations with the Jews. 

As keynote speaker at the 13th 
National Conference for Catholic 
Diocesan Ecumenical and Interfaith 
Commissions at Melbourne on 
October 5, he pointed up the "prob
lematic issue of papal primacy." He 
also told the Brisbane Catholic 
Leader, Guly 22, p 13) that "Catholics 
should remember the shared tradi
tions with Orthodoxy, such as the 
priesthood and the Eucharist, and a 
common apostolic succession." 

Catholics have more in common 
with the Orthodox Church than with 
other Christian traditions, he said. 
The restoration of unity isn't a 
political compromise or a denial of 
adversity. It is a unity that is desired, 
not uniformity- one Church having a 
common faith, but lived out in a 
variety of liturgical, cultural and 
linguistic expressions, he said. 

Rev David Gill, retiring general 
secretary of the National Council of 
Churches in Australia (NCCA) since 
1988, had been general secretary of 
the Uniting Church Assembly for 
eight years. He had spent 12 years at 
the World Council of Churches 
(W CC) Geneva headquarters . 

Governor-General Dr Peter 
Hollingworth spoke at David 's 
farewell in Sydney, and leaders of 
churches including retired 
Archbishop Frank Little attended his 
Melbourne farewell . 

Brisbane Catholic ecumenist, 
Elizabeth Harrington, said that 
among Rev. Gill's greatest achieve
ments were his pivotal role in the 
transformation of the former 
Australian Council of Churches into 
the more inclusive NCCA, establish
ing good relations with member 
churches and his success in building 
bridges with people of other faiths 
(Catholic Leader, Nov 18, p2) 

These Catholic, Anglican and 
Uniting Church leaders will continue 
to reflect ecumenically and about 
interfaith needs as they turn to new 
tasks in 2002. 

---------------------------------- ----------------I 

REFLECTION LEADS TO PARISH ACTION 
Who is your parish Ecumenical and Interfaith contact person? Thanks to the Vicar- : 

1 General's November mail-out, priests have received a request to nominate a parish 1 

1 person (or family, or persons) who can be contacted by us and who can contact us for : 
1 the latest information. 

The way is open for parishes to contact our Commission for help in both : 
1 ecumenism interfaith action, prayer styles, updated information, mutual needs. Use : 
1 the following cut-off if our Secretary's parish request has gone astray. 

To EI Commission Fax: 9926 5617 
PO Box 146 Email: ecum@melbourne.catholic.org.au 
East Melbourne, 3002 

I PARISH------------------ ------

I ADDRESS _______________________ _ 

ECUMENICAL AND INTERFAITH CONTACT(S) 

1 Name ____________________________ ___ 

Address ___________________ Post Code, ______ _ 

1 Telephone, ___________ Fax _______ Email _______ _ 

POSSIBLE AREAS OF NEED (e.g.,prayer services) 

I 1.--------------------------------

I 2·----------------- - --------------

I 3. I 

I• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • I 



DIARY DATES: 2001 
(For your prayerful support, networking and possible attendance) 

Monday, 7th May 
Victorian Multi-Faith celebration at 
Exhibition Buildings 12-l.lSpm. 

Saturday, 19th May 
VCC Local Ecumenism Commission 
Conference at Swanston St Church of 
Christ, lOam. Register on 9650 4511 . 

Sunday 20th May, 7.30pm. 
The Rabbi Ronald Lubofskyu 
Memorial Oration at Melbourne 
Concert halt Vic Arts Centre by Rabbi 
David Rosen, President of The 
International Council of Christians 

If undeliverable return to: 
"ECUMENICAL BULLETIN" 

and Jews, on "Racial and Religious 
Tolerance in the Global Village" . 
Reservations 9817 3848. 

Monday 21st-Tuesday 22nd May 
Multi-Faith conference on Reconcilia
tion and Justice, at Geelong Confer
ence Centre (Tel: 94164262). 

Sunday 27th May-Sunday 3rd June 
· Week of Prayer for Christian Unity& 
Reconciliation. Leaflets: 96504511. 

Sunday 3rdJune -10th June 
Simply Sharing Week. 

PO BOX 146, EAST MELBOU~NE 3002 
Registered by Autralia Post ~~ 
PrintPostPP381667/00474 ~ 
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World Day of Prayer 
Friday, March 2nd, 2001 

Theme: "Informed Prayer, Prayerful 
Action" 

The service came from the islands 
of Samoa in the Pacific Ocean. These 
form one of the smallest nations in the 
world comprising two main islands 
and eight smaller. The capital and 
centre of government is A pia. 

Christianity is one of the most 
important aspects of Samoan culture 
and is reflected in the island's motto 
"Samoa is founded on God". 

Men, women and children 
gathered together in over 180 
countries on this day to join in a 
service. 

The City Service was held in St 

John's Southgate (Lutheran Church), 
City Road SthMelb atl .OOpm. 

The speaker was Janet Wood, Lay 
Preacher and refugee worker, 
member of the Uniting Church in 
Australia. 

The StJohn Vianney World Day of 
Prayer Service for Parkdale and 
Mentone Churches came alive with 
Samoan culture with the assistance of 
Sr Enrica (Broadmeadows Salesian 
community), 2 of the Samoan Novice 
Sisters as well as members of the 
Samoan community from St Peter's 
Clayton, including Matai (High
Talking Chief) John Tui Amato. 
Speaker was Samoan Catechist Mrs 
Imeleta Lemalu. Primary and 

Wednesday 13th June 
ACW Thanksgiving service at Church 
of Christ, Swanston St Melbourne. 

Friday6thJuly-10thJuly 
National Council of Churches of 
Australia Forum at St Hilda's College, 
Melb Uni, including Sunday 8th July: 
Liturgical celebration for public. 

Saturday 28th July 
Victorian Council of Churches AGM 
at StJohn's Anglican Church, Toorak. 

Sunday 26th August 
Refugee Sunday. 

Tuesday 28th Augu~t - Friday 7th 
September 
World Conference Against Racism. 

SURF A~ 
MAIJ f A 

Secondary Schools/ Principals 
attended. 

Some of the Secondary students 
were drafted to carry special candles 
as part of the Samoan tradition of 
processing in with the Word and then 
held these either side of the lectern for 
the Readers. The Primary students 
from StJohn Vianney had prepared a 
Taize chant response to the Prayers of 
Intercession. 

We experienced the Talofa (Sa
moan welcome) with MPs, dignitaries 
and Parish Priest Fr John Walshe each 
presented with a Lai. A number of 
people from local churches were last 
seen heading for the travel agent to 
reorganise their winter holiday 
destinations. 
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