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Welcome! Catholic Ecumenical and 
Interfaith Leaders of Australia 

Melbourne is hosting more than one hundred 
Australian Catholic Ecumenical and Interfaith enthu
siasts to their National Conference on October 5-7, at 
Parkville. We welcome this Bi-ennial meeting. 

Brisbane, Sydney, Hobart, Adelaide, Perth and 
Melbourne archdiocesan Commissions will be repre
sented, along with Canberra-Goulburn and many 
provincial and country dioceses of Australia plus New 
Zealand. 

There will be a group of leaders from various 
Christian traditions sharing what it is like to person
ally be the bearer of authority in their community. It 
will be interesting to listen to and compare the experi
ences of a Greek Orthodox Priest, a former Uniting 
Church Moderator and a Catholic Bishop. 

The theme of our gathering is II Authority at the 
service of Unity." The programme has been arranged 
to explore this fundamental issue, said a Melbourne 
organiser, Fr Denis Stanley. 

The theme, 11 Authority at the service of Unity" will 
not leave the Commissions themselves untouched as 
we ask: How can we exercise better the authority we 
have been given to do the work to which we have been 
called and empowered by the local church. 

There will be time for Conference participants to 
reflect on this issue for themselves and to share some of 
that reflection. The issue of religious authority will also 
be examined with a panel of people from other faith 
traditions- Hindu, Buddhist and Muslim. 

A wider issue that will arise is the question of how 
our Diocesan Commissions might exercise their 
mandate to promote unity at a national level. Could a 
national body help? 

The highlight of the meeting will be the public 
lecture on the Conference theme by Cardinal Cassidy, 
recently retired President of the Pontifical Council for 
promoting Christian Unity. 

OUR NEW EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
Paul Taylor was appointed executive officer for 

the Ecumenical and Interfaith Commision (EIC) of 
the Melbourne Archdiocese at the beginning of 
July. His appointment follows the resignation of 
Jeff Wild who moved to Bendigo with his family at 
the beginning of the year. 

Paul has worked at the Office for Worship since 
1993 following studies in music and liturgy at 
Australian Catholic University (MMus) and the 
University of Notre Dame (MA). Paul's ecumenical 

experience includes membership of the Australian Academy of Liturgy, 
the National Ecumenical Church Music Committee and RSCM Australia: 
A National Church Music Association. He has also participated in the 
planning of liturgical celebrations at the annual Ecumenical summer 
school in Melbourne. 

Paul will wear two hats at the Cardinal Knox Centre. On Mondays, 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, he will work for the EIC, and on Wednesdays 
and Fridays he will work in the Office for Worship. He looks forward to 
promoting the role of the EIC in the Archdiocese. 

His Eminence Edward 
Cardinal Cassidy 

will be the Keynote speaker 
at the Public Forum on 

"Authority at the Service of 
Unity" 

Venue: Queen's College, Parkville 
Melway 43H2 

Date: Friday, October 5th 
Time: 7.45pm 

"Evening lecture strictly by ticket" 
$10/$5 (Tickets Tel: 9926 5708) 



The theme of the Australian 
Catholic ecumenical interfaith 
conference, Authority at the 
service of Unity, has been agreed 
upon by the Australian Bishops 
Conference. It is the subject of 
international and national dia
logue in these early years of the 
Third Millenium. It is also an issue 
for society in general. 

Many critical social and family 
issues centre around the question, 
"By whose authority?" 

Jesus Himself, in his life and 
teaching, has a striking and 

Visiting International 
Scholar 

John D' Arcy May, STL (Greg), Dr 
Theol (MUnster), Dr Phil (Frankfurt) 
from the Irish School of Ecumenics in 
Dublin will be visiting Melbourne 
during October. Here is a wonderful 
opportunity to hear an Australian 
scholar of international renown share 
the fruits of his research into the areas 
of religious and cultural pluralism. 
John May's publications include 
Christus Initiator: TI1eologie im Pazifik 
(Dusselforf, 1990) and Meaning, 
Consensus and Dialogue in Buddhist
Christian Communication (Berne, 
1984). 

3 Events 
1) Workshop: The Ethics of 

Globalisation 

2) Workshop: TI1e Eschatological 
Dimension of Dialogue. Both 
workshops will be held on Saturday 6 
October 2001 at the Kilbride Centre, 
52 Beaconsfield Pde, Albert Park 
from 9:30am till 1pm. Cost: $40/$30 
Bookings Essential (Tel: 9690 1076). 

3) Guest Speaker at Fundraising 
Dinner for the Irish School of 
Ecumenics. Topic: Interreligious 
Dialogue: The End of Ecumenism? On 
Saturday 6 October 2001 at StMary's 
College, University of Melbourne, 
Swanston St, Carlton at 7 for 7:30pm 
Cost: $40, Bookings: Mary Williams 
(Tel: 9690 1076) or Jean Prendergast 
(Tel: 9866 4187) . 

v1s10nary understanding of 
authority. Every generation of 
Christians has been challenged by 
that vision of authority as service 

JOURNALS RECEIVED 
UNTIL JUNE 2000 

Our EIC office continues to be a 
"clearing house" for good ecumenical 
and interfaith reading. Visit us, but 
ring first, Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays. 
Journals Received 
Chri s tian Jewish Scene: CCJ 
(March/ A pril2001) 
Cornerstone: Newsletter of Family 
Resource Coordinator Centacare 
(June 2001) 
Ecumenical Newsletter: Archdiocese of 
Brisbane (Issue #1, 2001) 
Ecumenical Trends: Graymoor 
Ecumenical & Interreligious Institute 
(July/ Aug2001) 
ENI Bulletin (20 June &4July) 
Information Service: Pontifical Council 
for Promoting Christian Unity (#104) 
Interchurch Families (Summer 2001) 
In Unity: NCCA (May /June 2001) 
Jubilee Australia News (2 July 2001) 
Lawamena Victoria: Maju Terus 
Victoria (May-June 2001) 
Overcoming Violence: WCC (April 
2001) 
Threshold: Catholi c Society for 
Marriage Education (May 2001) 
Unity: Newsletter ofiSE (#60-63) 

Website 
Updated Registration Form 
Examples of Resources to add: 
Prayers we Have in Common, NECMC 
Hymn List (1994) 

to truth and holiness, writes Fr. 
Denis Stanley in conference 
promotion. We hope that the 
October Conference will not lack 
opportunities to share, stimulate, 
inform and challenge on this 
fundamental theme, or is it a 
question of authority at the service 
of unity. 

Sydney's Catholic Leader of 
July 22, on page 13, has an article 
by our keynote speaker, Cardinal 
Edward Cassidy, headed "Papal 
Primacy Problem." He says that 
the thorny issue of papal primacy 
needs to be addressed in dialogue 
between the Catholic and 
Orthodox churches, for further 
progress to be made. His further 
comments on authority will be the 
subject of the Public Forum to 
open the Melbourne conference, 
Friday October 5, 7.45pm at 
Queen's College, Parkville. For 
tickets, ring 9926 5708 . 

Cardinal Walter Kasper, 
president of the Pontifical Council 
for Promoting Christian Unity, is 
in public debate with Cardinal 
Ratzinger on the nature of the 
relationship between the univer
sal and the local Church. 

This debate is spelt out in The 
Tablet of June 23, and in Robert 
Moynihan's editorial in the 
August/September issue of Inside 
the Vatican. Cardinals Konig and 
Martini and Archbishop John 
Quinn of San Francisco have 
spoken on the subject. 

EI C Chairman is 
also VCC President 
Fr. Peter Kenny, chairman of our 

Ecumenical Interfaith 
Commission, has replaced Fr. 
Nabil Kachab as President of the 
Victorian Council of Churches. He 
began in July. 

The Catholic Church is strongly 
represented in the Executive and 
committees of the V.C.C. 



The Archbishop of Paris, Cardinal 
Jean-Marie Lustiger, visited 
Melbourne at the beginning of 
August to deliver the annual 
Caritas/Helder Camara Lecture 
entitled "Caritas and the City." In 
addition he took part in a series of 
meetings with representatives from 
the Jewish Community and received 
an honorary doctorate from the 
University of Melbourne. 

Cardinal Lustiger, 75, is the son of 
Polish-Jewish parents, and his 
mother died in the Auschw itz 
concentration camp. The author of 
twenty books, Jean-Marie Lustiger 
was made Archbishop of Paris in 
1981 and is often mentioned as a 
possible successor to Pope John Paul 
II. 

In his lecture at the Pharmacy 
College, Parkville on Monday 6 
August 2001, Cardinal Lustiger 
called on people who live in cities to 
learn from the lessons of mother-

nature and some of the images of 
cities in the Bible. Human beings, he 
said, can be likened to what he 
described as "Pilgrim Locusts."" At 
certain stages of their lives, locusts 
take no more than they need to feed 
themselves ... and they cause no 
serious damage." People in cities 
could follow suit as they journey 
through life to the heavenly City. 

The Cardinal then went on to 
explore images of cities in the book 
of Genesis, particularly the themes 

Christianity.·.ever 
Kessler wrote. 

of death, idolatry and personal 
degradation associated with the 
cities of Cain, Babel and Sodom. 
Even though cities can be expres
sions of human excessiveness, the 
Cardinal pointed out that "urban 
excess will lead to evil but can also 
lead to good." 

"The megalopolis remains an 
unfinished image of the City to 
come. It is definitely the place of the 
spiritual struggle, the place where 
the good news of the gospel is to be 
proclaimed, with all the hope and 
joy it gives, as the excess of love in 
answer to the excess of evil. Is this 
one folly against another? Maybe. 
But no less than God's love is 
needed to remedy human folly, so 
that men and women may simply be 
themselves. This is how and why the 
city is an image of the world to 
come, as God calls us to build it." 

Cardinal Lustiger said: "I am a 
Jew.MymotherwasaJew." 

More About 
The Conference 

As the last Conference requested, 
there will be a report on where the 
three bilateral dialogues that the 
Catholic Church in Australia is 
engaged in - with Anglicans, 
Lutherans and the Uniting Church. 

Each Diocese has been asked to 
prepare a report on ecumeni
cal/ interfaith activity in its region. 
These are slowly coming in and will 
be printed and collated into a book 
that will be sent to conference 
participants. Armed with informa
tion, we will be able to exchange 
experiences and discern issues that 
are arising Australia-wide on the 
Ecumenical and Interfaith front. 

National Ecumenical 
Conferences began in 1976 in 
Melbourne and have continued 
every two years from 1980 (Mel
bourne), '84 (Adelaide) . '86 (Bris
bane), '88 (Melb), '90 (Canberra), '92 
(Hobart), '94 (Syd), '96 (Adel), '98 
(Bris), and with a one-year exten
sion for federation, in 2001 (Melb ). 

Multiculturism in Australia was 
the 1996 theme in Adelaide and will 
continue now to run side-by-side 
with Christian Ecumenism for most 
diocesan Commissions. 



Religious Tolerance Bill 
Religious tolerance is of 

growing concern for our 
Ecumenical and Interfaith 
commission, as well as for all 
Melbourne Catholics, Christians 
and faith people. We print here 
the preamble to the Racial and 
Religious Tolerance Bill, and the 
purposes proposed for the 
amended Act. 

•••••• 
Initiated in Assembly 16 May 

2001, a bill to promote racial and 
religious tolerance by 
prohibiting the vilification of 
persons on the ground of race or 
religious belief or activity, to 
amend the equal opportunity 
Act 1995 and for other purposes. 

Racial and Religious 
Tolerance Act 2001. 

Preamble 

1. The Parliament recognises 
that freedom of expression is an 
essential component of a 
democratic society and that this 
freedom should be limited only 
to the extent that can be justified 
by an open and democratic 
society. The right of all citizens 
to participate equally in society 
is also an important value of a 
democratic society. 

2. The people of Victoria come 
from diverse ethnic and 
indigenous and religious 
backgrounds and observe many 
different religious beliefs and 
practices. The majority of 
Victorians embrace the benefits 
provid ~ d by this cultural 
diversity and are proud that 
people of these diverse ethnic, 
Indigenous and religious 
backgrounds live together 
harmoniously in Victoria. 

3. However, some Victorians 
are vilified on the ground of 
their race or their religious belief 
or activity. Vilifying conduct is 
contrary to democratic values 
because of its effect on people of 

diverse ethnic, Indigenous and 
religious backgrounds. It 
diminishes their dignity, sense of 
self-worth and belonging to the 
community. It also reduces their 
ability to contribute to, or fully 
participate in, all social, political, 
economic and cultural aspects of 
society as equals, thus reducing 
the benefit that diversity brings 
to the community. 

4. It is therefore desirable that 
the Parliament enact law for the 
people of Victoria that supports 
racial and religious tolerance. 

The parliament of Victoria 
therefore enacts as follows: 

Part 1 Preliminary 

1.Purposes 

The purposes of this act are as 
follows-

( a) to promote a racial and 
religious tolerance by prohibiting 
certain conduct involving the 
vilification of persons on the 
ground of race or religious belief 
or activity: 

(b) to provide a means of 
redress for the victims of racial or 
religious vilification: 

(c) to make consequential 
amendments to the Equal 
Opportunity Act1995. 

.. . ''"'"' . , Day (UN) 
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Religious Faiths 
Get Together Often 

Multifaith celebrations in recent 
months brought together the riches 
of communities, cultures and 
religious faiths. 

At the Royal Exhibition Building 
on May 6, as part of Federation 
Centenary celebrations, people 
shared their contribution to the 
Nation in a celebration called "A 
Sense of Place." 

In the Melbourne Town Hall on 
June 2, chants and sacred music 
under the heading "Holy 
Melbourne' revealed our Unity in 
Diversity. Choirs and musicians of 
Baha'i, Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, 
Jewish, Koori, Muslim and 
Zoroastrian communities came 
together with musical leaders such 
as John Mallinson and Geoffrey 
Cox. Opening addresses were by 
Commissioner Max Petterlin of the 
Victorian Multicultural commis
sion and Cr. Clem Newton-Brown, 
deputy Lord Mayor of Melbourne. 
Admission was free. 

In Melbourne Concert Hall on 
July 28, heritage dances of many 
cultural groups showed how 
diversity enriches our nation. 

More interfaith gatherings are 
being prepared both centrally and 
in outer suburbs of Melbourne, as 
well as in provincial cities of 
Victoria as multiculturism is 
acknowledged and appreciated. 

Ecumenical and 
Interfaith Prayer in 

our Community 
Bishop Hilton Deakin preached 

at Brunswick Baptist Church on 
Sunday July 29 for an Ecumenical 
Service to honor Amnesty 
International, backed by the 
Religious Network. 

Rev. Meewon Yang led the 
service with a welcome from the 
traditional owners of the land and 
greetings from Amnesty 
International and various organiza
tions. 

Brunswick Baptist Music Group 
and a Melanesian group led by 
Jacob Rumbiak, organist Rev. Don 
Fairlie and singer Ruth Sandy were 
thanked for their musical contribu
tions. 

Bishop Hilton spoke on the 
importance of religious communi
ties being activists for Human 
Rights. 

CATHOLICS AND MOSLEMS ASSESS 
GLOBALIZATION: ITS BENEFITS, ITS DANGERS 
VATICAN CITY, JULY 15, 2001 
(Zenit.org).- A joint Catholic
Muslim statement from a confer
ence earlier this month agreed on 
the benefits of globalization but also 
warned ofits dangers. 

The seventh Meeting of the 
Muslim-Catholic Linkage 
Commission, held in Rome July 3-4, 
published a joint statement on 
Friday. The topic of the meeting was 
"Religion and the Dialogue of 
Civilizations in the Era of 
Globalization." 

The commission acknowledged 
"the importance of globalization 
and its benefits, while calling 
attention to its dangers, which 
create obstacles to the realization of 
a commonly shared, just world 
order, the acceptance of just criteria 
whose objective is the well-being of 
all, respect for the religious and 
cultural values of human societies." 

The document reaffirms that 
"with their material and technologi
cal dimension, civilizations are a 
common human patrimony; 
consequently, their positive ele
ments should be preserved and 
their benefits placed at the disposi
tion of all; developed and promoted 
in the interest of the safety and well
being of the whole of humanity." 

The meeting's Catholic delega
tion was headed by Cardinal Francis 
Arinze, president of the Pontifical 
Council for interreligious Dialogue. 
The Muslim delegation was led by 
Dr. Kamel Al-Sharif, secretary
general of the Da'wah and Relief 
International Islamic Council. 

Both delegations agreed that 
religious values are fundamental to 
preserve human dignity, peaceful 
coexistence and the environment. 
They also noted the importance of 
dialogue between civilizations for a 
common commitment in favor of 
peace and the protection of human
ity from disasters, poverty, igno
rance, moral degradation, family 
disintegration, wars and the effects 
of weapons of mass destruction. 

The groups also rejected the 
thesis that the clash of civilizations 
and social conflict are inevitable. 

Commission members agreed to 
work together for a culture dia
logue, to resist consumerism, 

protect human dignity and rights, 
prevent aggression, oppression and 
injustice; to guarantee the right of 
refugees to return to their native 
countries; and to reject all forms of 
discrimination. 

Catholic Charismatic 
Renewal 

Catholic Charismatic Renewal prays 
ecumenically, writes Allan Panozza in 
this letter to Paul Taylor, executive. 
secretary of Melbourne's ecumenical 
inte1jaith commission. 

Dear Paul, Herewith details 
concerning the seminar organised 
by the Pontifical Council for Laity in 
conjunction with the Congregation 
for the Doctrine of Faith. This 
seminar was chaired by Cardinal 
James Francis Stafford. President of 
PCL, and was held at the Vatican 
22/23 June 2001 . In attendance was 
also Bishop Stenislaw Ry lko. 
Secretary of PCL. 

As President of the International 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal 
Services (ICCRS). I was asked to 
present an intervention under the 
title "Ecumenical Prayer Initiative: 
Dialogue and Cooperation". 

I shared something of my experi
ences over the past 20 years of how 
Catholic Charismatic Renewal has 
cooperated with other Christian 
denominations in presenting 
ecumenical conferences and 
seminars, and the many ways in 
which we have found common 
ground in praying together espe
cially each year in Melbourne at the 
annual Ecumenical Pentecost 
Conference, which has involved up 
to 12 different churches. 

I also quoted from the recent 
Apostolic Letter "Nove Millennia 
Inuente" in which Pope John Paul 
states " ... The ecumenical journey is 
certainly still difficult, and will 
perhaps be long, but we are encour
aged by the hope that comes by 
being led by the presence of the 
Risen One and the inexhaustible 
power of his Spirit, always capable 
of new surprises ..... " 

I hope that this will be of help. 
Blessings, ALLAN P ANOZZA 



Diary Dates: September-December, 2001 
28 August Institute of Spiritual 
Studies Presentation: Liturgical Music 
and Congregational Song: Resonances of 
a Personal Jou rney in Church Music by 
Mr Mel Waters (see MCD flyer, 
Enquiries: 9662 2170) 
6 September MCD Lecture: 
Spirituality of the Radical Reformation 
by Rev. Dr Peter Matheson (Enquiries: 
98169526) 
12 September Institute of Spirituality 
Studies Presentation: God First Loved 
Us: The Challenge of Accepting 
Unconditional Love (Enquiries: 9662 
2170) 
4 October MCD Lecture: The Catholic 
Reformation and the Visual Arts by Mrs 
Kathleen McCarthy. (9816 9526) 

If undeliverable return to: 
"ECUMENICAL BULLETIN" 
PO BOX 146, EAST MELBOURNE 3002 
Registered by Autralia Post 
Print Post PP 381667/00474 

BOOK REVIEW: Paul Lambert : 
"Faith, celebrations and festivals" 
published by the Sathya Sai 
Organization of Australia and Papua 
New Guinea. 

Reviewed by Fr John Dupuche of 
Melbourne EIC 

Do you want to know why your 
Muslim workmate is fasting for a whole 
month or why the Hindu neighbors 
have put up strings of lights in their 
house? Australia has become multi
cultural and multi-religious and a 
school may quite possibly have some 
Sikhe or Buddhists among its children. 
Without understanding something of 
the different religions we can easily 
offend. 

Paul Lambert a member of the Sathya 
Sai Organization whose spiritual leader 
is Sai Baba, has put together a booklet 
(22 x A4 pages) enti tl ed Faith, 
celebrations and festivals. He looks at 

5 October Public Lecture: Authority at 
the Service of Unity by Cardinal 
Edward Cassidy (Bookings: Paul 
Taylor, Tel: 99265708) 

5-7 October National Meeting of 
Diocesan Ecumenical and Interfaith 
Commissions, Queen's College 

6 October John D ' Arcy May 
Workshops and Dinner (Bookings: 
Mary Williams, Tel: 9690 1076) 

18 October MCD Lecture: The Oxford 
Movement by Rev. Dr Austin Cooper, 
OMI (Enquiries: Kathleen McCarthy, 
Tel: 9816 9526) 

10 November Interfaith Gathering at 
Brighton (c.f. John Dupuche) 

the Aboriginal Religions, Baha'i, 
Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, 
Islam, Jainism, Judaism, the Sathya Sai 
Organization, Shinto, Sikhier11 and 
Zoroastrianism, giving 3 pages to each 
group. Over two pages he describes the 
doctrinal element and on the third page 
outlines the festivals, the calendar of 
which, for the year 2001, accompanies 
the booklet. 

The result has strengths and 
weaknesses. The great advantage of this 
booklet is its introductory quality. It 
gives at least a few ideas about each of 
th e religions and so allows a 
preliminary understanding of the major 
festivals. The weakness is the need to 
describe a faith in two pages, whether 
the faith counts 1.9 billion adherents, as 
in Christianity, or 130,000 Zoroastrians. 

Paul Lambert has taken every effort to 
avoid errors and apologises at the ou tse t 
for the mistakes, which may have crept 

Extra copies of our Ecumenical 
Interfaith Bulletin will be 
Melbourne's gift to Australia's 
Catholic ecumenists who come to 
Melbourne, October 5-7, for their 
National Meeting. Delegates will 
come from the capital cities, and 
from country dioceses. Keynote 
speaker is Australian Cardinal 
Edward Cassidy. 

Donations (e.g. $10) to cover our 
Bulletin's three issues each year 
are most welcome, especially this 
year. 

New subscribers are also 
welcome. Information about 
altered or cancelled subscribers 
should be phoned, faxed or E
mailed to our office (see page 1). 
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in. Despite his best efforts a 
significant number of errors can be 
found. For example, in the Hindu 
section he lists the third caste as 
'Voices', which should read 'Vaishya' 
and the fourth caste as 'Sutra' (which 
means a 'string of spherisms'), which 
should read 'Shudra'. He lists five 
castes, but there are only four castes 
and the Untouchables are precisely 
'ou tcaste'. In the section on 
Christianity, despite the limitations 
of space, he reports a vague legend 
concerning Pontius Pilate and 
incorrectly presents the doctrine of. 
the Trinity. 

Can this booklet be recommended? 
Yes, because it does provide 
information not readily accessible. It 
must be read with caution, however, 
because of the many inaccuracies and 
in fact, should be corrected in the 
light of other presentations. 
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