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PARISHES PLAN FOR PENTECOST 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (WOP) 

comes to a climax on Pentecost Sunday, June 3, only a 
month away. Members of our Ecumenical and Inter-
Faith Commision fanned out, phoned, faxed and 
found Catholics from Berwick to Whittlesea, from 
Geelong through Northcote, Deepdene and the Inner-
city, planning inter-church events, prayer and weekly 
bible discussions . 

Christians in Romania, who face desperate social 
needs, wrote our Week of Prayer ideas for 2001. Not so 
desperate materially, our own Western society and 
Melbourne archdiocese has spiritual needs which 
WOP helps to meet. Christian unity week coincides 
this year with Australia's Week of Reconciliation. This 
gives impetus, breadth and depth to the search for 
unity. Poverty, disease, inflation, crime, and homeless-
ness caused Romania's Christians to offer the 2001 
theme, 'I am the Way, and the Truth and the Life' to 
both the northern (January) and southern (May-June) 
hemispheres. So our Week of Prayer for Christian 

Unity will involve us in prayer and Christian sharing 
about our own social problems and our belief that 
Christ is the Way. 

Archbishop Murphy O'Connor, one of the new 
Cardinals, a co-chair of the Anglican-Roman Catholic 
International Commission (ARCIC), gave the De 
Lubac Lecture at Salford University in January on the 
theme of 'the future of ecumenism'. He called on 
people to continue their work at local level. 'It is in 
your villages, your towns, your cities, that Christians 
must be seen to be one/ he said. Our Ecumenical 
Bulletin, which needs a new name by the way, takes up 
the challenge in this 2001 Autumn-Winter issue, 
number 57. 

Snapshots of parish plans, Inter-Church Councils, 
the faithful perservance of ecumenically-minded 
Christians throughout and beyond our Archdiocese 
are on page two and following. New VCC appoint-
ments are on page three. Pentecost is bringing us new 
life as the Spirit moves where He will. 

Life after drowning: ~ 
~· Making waves together~ 

I am the Way, and the Truth 
and the Life. (John 14:6} 

This ecumenical study book on Baptism, sold 3000 copies, says the VCC 
March report. Some Melbourne parishes chose this as a Lenten study, to 
link Easter-Pentecost and acknowledge that Australia's major churches 
have for two decades accepted one another's baptism officially. 

East Ivanhoe churches invited speakers from three church traditions on 
Tuesdays March 13, 20 and 27, at the Uniting Church Lower Heidelberg 
Road (speaker Rev. Martin Reilly Baptist), at St. George's Anglican (Rev. 
Dr. Harry Wardlaw, Uniting) and at Mother of God Catholic church, 
Wilfred Street (Rev. Dr. Charles Sherlock, Anglican) to give the annual 
Richard McKinney memorial lectures, to audiences of 40-60 local 
parishioners. 

Dr. Sherlock co-authored the booklet with Ray Williamson (Cost $4.95 at 
VCC). 

Some others who used the study booklet include: 
Deepdene & District ICC, with house groups, including Deepdene 

OLGC parishioners and Neo Catechumenate, fromApril29, through May 
6, 13,20,27; Mt Waverley-Chadstone ICC; Northcote-Thornbury ICC. 



. PENTECOST - Plans in 
Parishes, Towns and Suburbs 

GEELONG 
Geelong City Churches will hold 

an Ecumenical Service on Pentecost 
Sunday at St. George Presbyterian 
Church. The Prayer for Christian 
Unity is recited at Church Services. 

MOO NEE PONDS 
Special prayers for unity at all 

weekday Masses during WOP, 
using various prayers from differ-
ent Christian traditions. 

The ministers of 
Essendon/Moonee Ponds churches 
meet regularly for a day of prayer 
and reflection together. The day 
planned for nearest to the WOP will 
have special prayer for unity. 

SANDRINGHAM PARISH IN 
HIGHETTICC 
Organised by the Highett Inter-
Church Council, each day of the 

'Week' is held in a different church-
Anglican, Catholic, Baptist, Uniting. 
following the set leaflet. On the first 
night there is a more large-scale 
event. 

. DANDENONG MINISTERS' 
FELLOWSHIP 

Ecumenical Service as usual, 
using materials from Week of Prayer 
on Pentecost Sunday in one of the 
member churches. 

Ecumenical Service also held 
towards the end of the year, around 
time of All Saints. 

MANNINGHAM INTER-
CHURCH COUNCIL 

The roundabout Dinner on 12 
May involves the various churches 
of the area. It is an introduction to 
the Combined Service on Pentecost 
Sunday, which takes place in one of 

Hints for praying the Week of Prayer 
• At prayer groups, or for meetings of parish organisations, school classes, or 
at parish Masses, the Daily Guide leaflet (50 for $20) provides Intentions, 
blessing prayers, a scripture theme which fits the overall2001 theme of 'I am 
the Way ... ' Some ideas may need to be adjusted for local emphasis. 
• The Liturgy & Daily Guide, another leaflet, is discounted at $16. Check it to 
see if it is appropriate for your needs. 
• The Ecumenical Liturgy leaflet ($16 for 50) has a fuller set of prayers which 
can be selected as needed, and is prepared for a full Liturgy. . 
• School Lessons resource is $4, and a resource kit for parishes is $8. All these 
are available by telephoning 9650 4511. 
• Life After Drowning, the study guide on baptism is $4.95 ($6.50 with post) . 
It focuses on our common baptism with Anglican, Uniting, Greek Orthodox, 
Baptist, Salvation Army, Armenian Apostolic, Lutheran and interchurch 
families. 
• List local denominations and pray for each in succession, e.g. Anglicans on 
Monday, Baptists on Tuesday, Churches of Christ on Wednesday .... ( etc) 
• Buy a set of the Daily Guide or the Liturgy and Daily Guide, sufficient for 
leaving in the church for use of regular daily Mass-goers (e.g. a set of 30). Get 
the celebrant to use an item each day, drawing peoples attention for their daily 
prayer. 
• Houses of religious in the parish could be presented with a set of leaflets, to 
cover each resident, for their daily prayer. 
• The school Religious Education Co-ordinator (REC) could be presented 
with a leaflet to photo-copy and use for class prayer and ecumenical 
instructions throughout the school. 
• Send someone to check & buy your appropriate leaflets at VCC, level 4 
Causeway House, 306 Little Collins St, Melbourne. 

the churches-Anglican, Catholic, 
Baptist, Uniting or Church of 
Christ. 

There is no involvement in the 
Week of Prayer as such. 

On the Second Sunday of 
September there is another joint 
service, which is a big occaion and 
is well attended. 

BRIGHTON 
By the time this Bulletin has been 

received, the various churches of 
the Brighton area will have signed a 
covenant to work together in the 
cause of Christian unity. Because of 
the significance and scale of the 
ceremony of covenant, the week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity will take 
a somewhat different form this 
year. During the Week of Prayer, 
each church in turn will host an 
advertised service at twelve noon 
during which there will be prayer, 
silence and song in keeping with 
the published leaflet. 
ST ANTHONY'S PARISH 
NOBLE PARK 

The parish will incorporate prayer 
from WOP in daily Masses and 
participate in activities of the 
Springvale Christian Leaders 
group. 
NORTHCOTE-THORNBURY ICC 

We are working towards a very 
special service at Pentecost and we 
will be preparing for this service by 
conducting combined discussions 
using the ecumenical study pro-
gram. Life After Drowning. We 
have two services planned during 
WOP. 
MT WAVERLEY-CHADSTONE 
ICC 

Choir Festival Sunday May 27 
(Ascention Day)at St. John's. 
DEEPDENE Our Lady of Good 
Counsel, and Deepene ICC 

Pentecost night combined prayer 
service, including Paten Memorial 
Uniting, St. David's Camberwell 
and St. Mark's Anglican . 



Whittlesea Combined Christian 
Churches 
The Anglican, Asembly of God, and 
Catholic, Presbyterian Uniting 
churches have a strong and varied 
welfare program. They distribute pine 
cuts from a factory in half-ton bags, 
provide Christmas hampers to families, 
do a bread collection, access the 
Anglican Op-Shop for members of all 
communities, collect food centrally in a 
special bin at the local supermarket and 
the Uniting church minister prefers to 
use St V de Paul food vouchers rather 
than cash handouts. 
They contribute to the cost of chap-
laincy at Whittlesea Secondary College, 
have a hospitality tent at Whittlesea 
Show for the first weekend in Novem-
ber and have a strong contact with 
community health programs. They 
have completed one house in Habitat 
for Humanity. 
Whittlesea churches rotate venues for 
World Day of Prayer services in March, 
combined services on the 5th Sundays 
of the year, breakfast with guest 
speakers and involve three schools in 
annual Christmas carols. 
By a levy on each denomination, they 
have a combined bank account. 

KewParish 
The week-long. Kew civic festival in 
March ended with an Ecumenical 
Service, as traditionally, at the 
Carmelite Convent, Stephenson Street 
Kew. At afternoon tea, the contempla-
tive sisters were able to open the 
convent grounds to Kew citizens. 

Northcote/fhornbury Inter Church 
Council 
We have been in operation for approxi-
mately 25 years. Some years we seem to 
achieve more than others. We have 
done all the usual things togethe1~ been 
to one another's churches for different 
services and have all taken turns in 
hosting an Advent Service, palm 
Sunday Service and One World Day 
Service. Most years, with mixed 
success, we have conducted combined 
discussion groups during Lent. For the 
past 10 years we have conducted an 
open-air Carol Service in early Decem-
ber. 
The constant representative attending 
our meetings are Anglicans, Catholics, 
Churches of Christ, Salvation Army 
and Uniting Church, but we send our 
minutes and other mail to all churches 
in our area and for special functions 

often get added support, with the 
Baptist church very willing to lend us 
their premises for meetings. 
Northcote is a changing area and we 
now have 3 Aboriginal Groups, 5 
Orthodox churches and one Mosque in 
our area. Because of these changes and 
others, the number at our combined 
services is shrinking quite considerably. 
We are looking at what we should be 
doing, not just to have increased 
numbers at services, but to keep open 
our lines of communication. 

Moorab bin-Highett 
Moorabbin and Highett churches 
calculate that collectively they have 
provided 500 years of Christian 
Ministry to their community. They 
celebrated with a Palm Sunday Easter 
Story Parade involving the Good News 
Big Band and Big ears the donkey, from 
Moorabbin Rail Station carpark at 2pm, 
culminating in a Praise and Celebration 
Service at St David's Anglican church at 
3.30pm. 

Chelsea InterChurch Council 
The Chelsea ICC conducts a whole 
range of ecumenical activities. This 
year, for the first time the president is a 
Catholic. Catholics were involved in the 
World Day of Prayer which was held at 
St Louis,Aspendale. 

East Preston 

Syrian Orthodox joined Holy Name 
catholics and other christians in six 
stations of the cross through the streets 
on Good Friday. 

Berwick Inter-Church Sharing 
Group · 
Val Wishart of Berwick reports: We meet 
in my home on the fourth Wednesday of 
the month at 2pm, with a greeting, a 
prayer and a song. We normally have a 
guest speaker, usually a minister or 
priest from one of the local churches or 
from ecumenical commission, followed 
by a reading from the following Sunday 
liturgy, then discussion. 
Suggestions about further ecumenical 
gatherings and the Lord's Prayer lead to 
afternoon tea. 
Over the years since we began in 1984-
92 and in recess until1998 when I was 
invited to a Meeting in June at Lt Collins 
Street and asked if the Ecumenical 
Group could be reviced. We started 
again in 1998. We have achieved: Lenten 
Study Program, Palm Sunday Proces-
sion, Way of the Cross on Good Friday, 
Dawn Service on Easter Sunday, 

Attendance at a different church service 
increasing our learning and under-
standing, Carols on the Hill just before 
Christmas, and a very successful fund 
raising concert for the Berwick Hospital 
-advertised as "Worship in Concert". 
We attend social activities such as: Fetes, 
Friendship Groups, Fashion parades, 
Flower Shows, Luncheons. 
World Day of Prayer this year was in the 
Uniting Church. Next yeat it will be in St 
Michael's Catholic Church. 
The "Combined Churches of Berwick" 
successfully operate a Street stall for 
"Austcare" every year. 
Should you ask "To what do you owe 
the obvious success of your Group?" the 
answer would have to be: "Complete 
faith in the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
and our own endeavours to enrich the 
developing bond with understanding, 
respect and Christian love". 

Ivanhoe 
Ivanhoe Churches Together have a 
combined ecumenical service at 
Ivanhoe Girls" Grammar on Pentecost 
Sunday afternoon. They held a Progres-
sive Dinner in Lent involving local 
Anglican, Baptist, Catholic, Lutheran 
and Uniting Church people. 

JEFF WILDE TO 
BENDIGO 

After six years as a member of our 
Commission, including three years 
as Executive Secretary, Jeff has 
moved to Bendigowithhisfamily. 
We remember Jeff especially for his 
pioneering work to support Inter-
Church families, his organisational 
ability to restructure the 
Commission's program of educa-
tion for members as well as for 
interested ecumenists throughout 
Melbourne. He led the program of 
Ecumenical Issues through Pastoral 
Care at the Catholic Formation 
Centre, by drawing on his back-
ground as a teacher. 
Jeffs wife, Rev. Margie Dahl, is now 
the Uniting Church minister at the 
busy Chum Street UC parish in 
Bendigo, They have two children at 
home, Freya (year 10), Kari (grade 
6), plus Kristin who is a Uniting 
Church representative on the VCC, 
and Annemarie. Our lo ss is 
Bendigo's gain. 



The VCC has a new general 
secretary. A Catholic is to be the 
new President. Australian 
Church Women and other organi
sations are leading us into this 
third millennium. 

Maureen Postma - As the new 
general secretary of the Victorian 
Council of Churches. Maureen has 
been in ecumenical work for the last 
12 years, first with Australian 
Catholic Relief (now Caritas), then 
with Force Ten, the education and 
fundraising program of both Caritas 
Australia and Christian World 
Service. 

In recent years she has been 
manager of the NCCAeducation and 
public relations unit. "As a Uniting 
Church member working with 
Australian Catholic Relief, I always 
had a strong sense of the churches 
working together, and that's some-
thing I hope I'm bringing to this 
(VCC) job, "Maureen says in 
Crosslight, the March issue of the 
Uniting Church magazine. Maureen 
brings to this new position "a strong 
commitment to the Gospel and the 
God who calls us to live and work 
together as brothers and sisters in 
Jesus Christ." 

Fr. Peter Kenny- As chairman of 
our Ecumenical and Inter-Faith 
Commission since 1979, our own 
Peter John Kenny is declared 
President-elect of the V.C.C. to take 
the presidency on Saturday July 28. 
He became episcopal vicar for 
ecumenism after Dr. Percy Jones 
retired, and has been a member of the 
V.C.C. executive since 1980. 

Ordained a priest for Melbourne in 
December 1962 when Dr Mannix was 
archbishop, Peter has been an 
assistant priest at Collingwood and 
Yarraville, lecturer in theology at 
Corpus Christi College, Werribee, 
Glen Waverley and Clayton from 
1971-1992, and a dean of St. Monica's 
parish Moonee Ponds since 1992. He 
is a Diocesan Censor, a member of the 
Melbourne archdiocesan marriage 
tribunal since 1968, and was editor of 
Australian Catholic Truth Society 
Publications from 1978-1986. 

He guides Melbourne's Catholic 

Maureen Postma 

Commission for Ecumenical and 
Inter-Faith activity, and is now asked 
to help steer the Victorian Council of 
Churches early in this third 
millenium. 

Congratulations to Berna 
Foster - At 11.00 a.m. Mass at St. 
Patrick's Cathedral on 31 December 
2000 Mrs Berna Foster was presented 
with The Cross Pro Ecclesia et 
Pontifice by Archbishop Pell for 
services to the church and society 
throughout her life, this was con-
ferred by Pope John Paul II. ACW 
Victoria Unit members present 
included Mrs Barbara Lacy, Mrs Myra 
Dixon and Mrs Betty Fleming. 

Berna maintains contact with ACW 
Victoria Unit as a friend of ACW, 
having been a Catholic delegate to 
Victoria Unit for many years. She has 
served most dili%ently in many 
positions includiitg ACW Victoria 
Unit representative to NCW and 
Minute Secretary to the 1981-1983 
National Executive in Victoria. (From 
ACW newsletter Feb.2001) 

Australian Church Women -
Victorian Unit has played a vital 
role within Australian Church 
Women and our Churches . A 
thanksgiving service will be held at 
ll .OOa.m. on Wednesday 13th June 
2001 at The Church of Christ, 
Swanston Street Melbourne, followed 
by a luncheon. Past and present 
delegates, suburban and country 
groups, "Friends", associates and all 
women are invited to join in the 
celebration. Mrs Iris Bray and Beth 
Skilbeck are the ticket secretaries. 

2001 is the United Nations Year of 
the Volunteer, and over the past sixty 

years many Christian women have 
freely given their time, talents, gifts, 
love and faith for Australian Church 
Women. 

Catholic delegates to ACW: -
Mrs D Bellin (of Werribee), Mrs C 
Blanton (Middle Park), Mrs C 
Carvalho (Richmond), Mrs A 
Kennedy (Yarraville), Mrs B Lacy 
(Cheltenham), Mrs J Maher 
(Cheltenham), Mrs N Miils (Camber-
well), Mrs B Papworth (Watsonia) . 

Fr Eugene Ahern (St Francis of 
Assisi, Mill Park) has been appointed 
as a special catholic advisor to 
parishes running or interested in 
running the Alpha Program. Fr 
Ahern last year attended an 
International Alpha Conference in 
Vancouver where there were 1400 
participants, 600 of which were 
Catholics. 

Catholic Archbishop to Vancouver 
(Archbishop Exner) told Catholics at 
the Conference" Alpha is a wave 
sweeping the world and we Catholics 
are being called by the Spirit to ride 
that wave." Prior to visiting 
Vancouver Fr Ahern attended a 
seminar at Eustrogio where Fr 
Raniero Cantalamessa (Preacher to 
the Papal Household) spoke of the 
benefits of Alpha and parish cell 
groups. 

Sr. Margaret Galvin, a promi-
nent member of Melbourne's 
Ecumenical and Inter-Faith 
Commission was named President of 
Deepene and District ICC at the AGM 
of 30 January this year. 

Fr Peter Kenny and Fr Frank 
Pritchavudhi (Thailand) studied at 

Corpus Christi College, Clayton in 1970s. 



Catholics involved in Inter- . 
Faith Dialogue (CUD) 
At the 14th meeting of CUD, Sylvia 
Urbach from the Jewish Community 
Council of Victoria was welcomed. 
Informal sharing focused on the Jewish 
community of Melbourne, Interfaith 
dialogue, progressive/liberal Judaism 
and dialogue. 
A statement was made as follows: 
We do not wish to duplicate the 
excellent work of the Council for 
Christians and Jews, yet we would 
wish to acknowledge the Jewish 
community here in Melbourne on 
occasions of significance for them. It is 
our desire to send greetings on the 
appropriate festivals . 
Sylvia indicated that we would be 
welcome to join with their community 
on some occasions where the present 
generation is remembering and 
commemorating past events (e.g. the 
Shoah in the Jewish community). 
Memory is becoming history, through 
these commemorations, culture is 
celebrated and understanding gained. 
Appreciation for Sylvia's visit was 
expressed with the wish that we may 
continue links with the Jewish commu-
nity. 
Enquiries w elcome by Margaret 
Mooney- Tel: 9547 5190, Fax: 9546 9401. 

Local Ecumenism Commission 
Conference/ AGM 
The AGM for the Local Ecumenism 
Commission of the VCC is on Saturday 
May 19 at Swanston St Church of Christ 
(Cnr Lt Lonsdale St) with 
Registrations/ tea/ coffee from 9.30am 
for a lOam start. It is a different format 
this year with 3 keynote speakers plus 
workshops which will make it easier for 
more people to attend, including from 
rural and regional areas. All welcome! 
Speakers will include Rev Peter Cross 
who will speak on current national 
dialogues between Churches in 
Australia and developments from 
these, and also the positives of the 
Alpha program for ecumenism. Peter 
has represented the Catholic Church in 
international and national dialogue 
with other Churches and is currently 
Parish Priest at St Joan of Arc's, 
Brighton. Rev Ruth Harrison and Vern 
Hughes from Newmarke t /N th 
Melbourne Anglican/Uniting Co-
operating parish will speak about life in 
a Co-operating parish and some of the 
special programs they have. A 
representative from one of the Bendigo 
Churches will speak about the Pray 
Bendigo initiative which focuses on 
praying for change for your City. 
Outcomes so far include Yellow Ribbon 
Sunday (seen an increase in the number 
of people attending church in Bendigo), 

More Snippets 
a local ecumenical covenant. 
There is no cost for the day but you need 
to register. If you have not received a 
registration form in the mail please ring 
the VCC on 03 9650 4511. Morning and 
afternoon tea provided. BYO lunch or 
stroll down to Melbourne Central for 
take-away. Closing worship to finish 
around4pm. 

Local Alpha 
Des and Bev Downie live in Rawson in 
Gippsland, a town of 350 people which 
has never had a church. Erica a further 
5km down the mountain is a town of 150 
·people which has both a Catholic and 
Anglican Church. 
Before the Downie's involvement with 
Alpha, Sacred Heart Catholic Church 
they attended struggled to get 10 people 
there of a Sunday. They and another 
couple from the Anglican Church 
participated in an Alpha Course in 
Newborough 45km away, then decided 
to bring Alpha to their home towns. 
Both Churches combined resources and 
organised a morning program with a 
sumptuous breakfast. 
In order to promote Alpha they called 
on many homes with invitations. 
Articles/notices were placed in a local 
commmunity newsletter, Two Alpha 
courses later the attendance at the 
Catholic Church has at least tripled, the 
Anglicans have increased their number 
of Services. Amongst the new faces are a 
number of lapsed churchgoers but also 
people that are discovering faith and the 
love of God for the first time in their 
lives. 

Transfomation of Cities 
In Melbourne's south east, churches in 
the City of Kingston launched Kingston 
PrayerForce at Mordialloc Baptist 
Church on March 15. The Launch was 
attended by a number of Catholic 
Churches, Catholic Charasmatic 
Renewal prayer groups, Disciples of 
Jesus. Facilitated by Kingston Pastors 
Network and in conjunction with local 
Inter-Church Councils, the Kingston 
churches' vision is to establish inter-
church prayer groups in each of 
Kingston's 10 Village Committee Areas. 
In other municipaliti es Village 
Committee Areas might be compared 
with Council Wards. 
Supporting Kingston PrayerForce is a 
Spiritual Mapping working group of 
pastoral workers and lay people who 
have commenced researching 
problem/need areas. Kingston 
churches were a bit astounded to learn 

that 2 of their suburbs were the worst in 
Melbourne for the rate of marital 
breakdown (separation and divorce), it 
was a reality check to see the number of 
black spots on the map representing 
anything from 1 to 4 recent road deaths 
and bit alarming to see their their 
concentration around local hotels and 
gaming venues. 
Useful free resources that can be 
accessed to begin researching 
problems /nee ds in our own 
communities (including at 
suburb/postcode/exact location level) 
include State Department of 
Infrastructure 's Suburban 
Profiles , Casino and Gaming 
Authority' s municipality data/ stats, 
Vicroads Crashtats (all on websites), 
Victoria Police Annual Report (specific 
crime stats incur some cost or consult 
with your District Police HQ. For 
further details on obtaining copy of 
video or Mapping contact Gary Cuthell 

. ( 95801553 or garyc@eisa,net.au). 

Interstate Ecumenists To Meet in 
Melbourne 
The recently completed Jubilee Year 
saw many significant ecumenical 
initiatives taken both nationally and 
internationally. The dioceses of 
Australia have the oppurtunity to build 
on that progress by particioating in the 
12th National Meeting of Catholic 
dicesan Commissions for Ecumenism 
and Interfaith Relations. The meeting 
will be hosted by Melbourne from 5th -
7th October this year. Each National 
Meeting is a valuable oppurtunity for 
dialogue, sharing of practical ideas and 
resources, and the further education of 
members of various diocesan 
Commissions. 
The theme chosen by the host 
Commission is Authority at the Service of 
Unity which will be both interesting 
and stimulating. We are looking 
forward to the contribution of His 
Eminence Cardinal Cassidy as the 
keynote speaker. Also we are planning 
contributions from representatives of 
biliteral dialogues and speakers on the 
themefrom other faiths. 

Your Input Needed 
ECUMENICAL BULLETIN needs a 
new name, because we are now the 
Ecumenican and Interfaith Commission 
(EIC), not simply Ecumenical Affairs 
Commission (EAC). How can we fit the 
Interfaith bit into a chatty bulletin title? 
Suggestions please. 
Our Bulletin, whatever it's name, 
arrives three times a year. We encour-
age readers to send us a donation ($10) 
to help cover our costs. 
New subscribers' and any changed 
addresses, are welcome every time. 



DIARY DATES: 2001 
(For your prayerful support, networking and possible attendance) 

Monday, 7th May 
Victorian Multi-Faith celebration at 
Exhibition Buildings 12-l.lSpm. 

Saturday, 19th May 
VCC Local Ecumenism Commission 
Conference at Swanston St Church of 
Christ, lOam. Register on 9650 4511. 

Sunday 20th May, 7.30pm. 
The Rabbi Ronald Lubofskyu 
Memorial Oration at Melbourne 
Concert halt Vic Arts Centre by Rabbi 
David Rosen, President of The 
International Council of Christians 

If undeliverable return to: 
"ECUMENICAL BULLETIN" 

and Jews, on "Racial and Religious 
Tolerance in the Global Village". 
Reservations 9817 3848. 

Monday 21st-Tuesday 22nd May 
Multi-Faith conference on Reconcilia-
tion and Justice, at Geelong Confer-
ence Centre (Tel: 94164262). 

Sunday 27th May-Sunday 3rd June 
·Week of Prayer for Christian Unity& 
Reconciliation. Leaflets: 96504511. 

Sunday 3rdJune -10th June 
Simply Sharing Week. 

PO BOX 146, EAST MELBOU~E 3002 
Registered by Autralia Post 
Print Post PP 381667/00474 . 

MS MAUREEN LO'
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World Day of Prayer 
Friday, March 2nd, 2001 

Theme: "Informed Prayer, Prayerful 
Action" 

The service came from the islands 
of Samoa in the Pacific Ocean. These 
form one of the smallest nations in the 
world comprising two main islands 
and eight smaller. The capital and 
centre of government is A pia. 

Christianity is one of the most 
important aspects of Samoan culture 
and is reflected in the island's motto 
"Samoa is founded on God". 

Men, women and children 
gathered together in over 180 
countries on this day to join in a 
service. 

The City Service was held in St 

.. ··-

John's Southgate (Lutheran Church), 
City Road Sth Melb at l .OOpm. 

The speaker was Janet Wood, Lay 
Preacher and refugee worker, 
member of the Uniting Church in 
Australia. 

The StJohn Vianney World Day of 
Prayer Service for Parkdale and 
Mentone Churches came alive with 
Samoan culture with the assistance of 
Sr Enrica (Broadmeadows Salesian 
community), 2 of the Samoan Novice 
Sisters as well as members of the 
Samoan community from St Peter's 
Clayton, including Matai (High-
Talking Chief) John Tui Amato. 
Speaker was Samoan Catechist Mrs 
Imeleta Lemalu. Primary and 

Wednesday 13th June 
ACW Thanksgiving service at Church 
of Christ, Swanston St Melbourne. 

Friday6thJuly-10thJuly 
National Council of . Churches of 
Australia Forum at St Hilda's College, 
Melb Uni, including Sunday 8th July: 
Liturgical celebration for public. 

Saturday 28th July 
Victorian Council of Churches AGM 
atSt John'sAnglicanChurch, Toorak. 

Sunday 26th August 
Refugee Sunday. 

Tuesday 28th Augu~t - Friday 7th 
September 
World Conference Against Racism. 

SURF A~ ...... 
MAIJ f A 

Secondary Schools/Principals 
attended. 

Some of the Secondary students 
were drafted to carry special candles 
as part of the Samoan tradition of 
processing in with the Word and then 
held these either side of the lectern for 
the Readers. The Primary students 
from StJohn Vianney had prepared a 
Taize chant response to the Prayers of 
Intercession. 

We experienced the Talofa (Sa-
moan welcome) with MPs, dignitaries 
and Parish Priest Fr John Walshe each 
presented with a Lai. A number of 
people from local churches were last 
seen heading for the travel agent to 
reorganise their winter holiday 
destinations. 
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