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SPRINGTIME 1999 USHERS IN THE 
ECUMENICAL JUBILEE YEAR 2000 

News of three interchurch 'dialogues' this Springtime give Catholics fresh hope of an ecumenical Jubilee year 2000 
and Third Millennium, with Lutheran, Anglican and Uniting church people in Australia. 

* The Lutheran-Catholic joint decla
ration on the doctrine of Justification 
was celebrated in Melbourne on 
Friday, November 5 at St Patrick's 
Cathedral (see page 3 this issue). 

* Anglican and Catholic 
celebrated the agreed 
entitled The Gift of 
Authority in the Church 

ecumenists 
statement 

Authority: 
Ill, at St 

John's Anglican parish, Toorak on 
Monday, November 8 (see page 4). 

* Uniting and Catholic churches will 
launch a report entitled Interchurch 
Marriages: Their Ecumenical Chal
lenge and Significance for our 
Churches on Tuesday, December 14, 
4.30pm at the Uniting Church Centre, 
130 Little Collins Street, Melbourne 
(see page 5). 

Thanks to the support of public 
relations officials of Lutheran, Uniting 
and Anglican churches in Melbourne, 
these three historic statements of 
dialogue are featured in this December 
edition of our Ecumenical Bulletin. 
They will colour our local church 
approaches to forgiveness of sin, to 
church authority, to the sacrament of 
marriage and to our ever-closer 
relationships with other churches. Our 
Commission office has fuller copies of 
these statements. They have 
far-reaching repercussions throughout 
Australia and the world . 

Holy Doors Are Opening 
The ecumenical Jubilee year has 

erupted for us, even before Pope 
John-Paul in Rome opens symbolically 

the Holy Door on December 24, or 
before the people of Latrobe Valley 
process together and gather to open a 
Holy Door at Sacred Heart Church, 
Morwell on December 22 (see page 2 
this issue) . 

Dialogue is a special word in our 
ecumenical and inter-church language. 
Our Ecumenical Commissions are 
involved in various dialogues, both 
internationally and in Australia, with 
fellow Christians and members of 
interfaith brethren. By generous hard 
thinking, praying and discussing, 
these dialogues spurt forth new in
sights, often at unexpected times and 
places. 

Springtime and the eve of the 
Jubilee Year 2000 is such an appropri
ate time. 

Interchurch Marriages and Ecumenical Dialogue 

Andrew Port and Louise Bonadeo 
are one couple the Uniting 
Church/Roman Catholic dia

logue may be aimed at. 
Andrew 34, is a committed member 

and elder at Tentplestowe Uniting 
Church while Louise, 33, comes from a 
devout Catholic fa mily. 

Mr Port says h e finds the general 
directions of the report "very affirm
ing" of their relationship. It reflects, he 
said, "the over all direction of Uniting 
Church liturgy and worship which the 
churches seem to have in common". 

Many of the directions outlined in 
the report, such as cooperation be
tween ministers and priests during a 
couple's preparation for marriage, 
actually took p lace in Andrew's and 
Louise's situation. 

According to Andrew, their mar
riage service was a wonderful ecu
n>enical experience, involving his ov.rn 

minister the Rev. Tom Rose, and that of 
Father Mae Larkin, who was the 
official celebrqnt. 

' 
"But it wasn't a token role for Tom,"' 

says Andrew. "It was really a fifty-fifty 
split in the service, which made both 
Louise and I very happy. 

"Many people after the service went 
out of their way to comment on how 
special it was with the genuine in
volvement of both clergymen. It 
reflected - as it should - the very clear 
and consistent message of God and 
Christ about the unity of us all in our 
faith". 

But what most pleased Andrew and 
Louise was the attitude of the two 
pastors. They spoke with both of them 
before the service, and there was 
genuine openness to the involvement 
of each other. 

This photo and stonJ kindly supplied by 
"Cross light", Uniting church in Victoria 
magazine. 

Louise and Andrew at their recel!t wedding. 



LATROBE VALLEY CHRISTIANS CELEBRATE JUBILEE 2000 
Once in a lifetilne! Preparing for Christmas and Jubilee 2000 

C
hristian Churches have re
sponded to an initiative taken 
by the Catholic community of 

Gippsland. Monthly meetings have 
gathered church representatives as 
they prepare for this great Jubilee year. 
The idea of Jubilee is an ancient 
biblical tradition "This fiftieth year you 
shall make sacred by proclaiming 
liberty in the land for all its inhabi
tants." Leviticus 25:10-12. The catch
phrases of Jubilee are Liberty, Restora
tion, Forgiveness, Freedom, Justice 
and Jubilation. 

In this spirit, the people of the 
Latrobe Valley (including towns of 
Traralgon, Churchill, Morwell, Moe 
and Newborough) will gather on 
December 22 at the Town Common at 
S.OOpm and led by Chr ist Crusaders 
motor cycle club will process through 
the general business district of Mar
well carrying banners and balloons. 
Christmas carols wi ll be sung vvith the 
aid of our local musicians and radio 
station . Members of local churches \viii 
join in as the parade proceeds to 
Sacred Heart Church where the Holy 
Door w ill be officially opened. 

The Holy Door In Rome Also 
In Ca tholic tradition , the Jubilee 

Year (every 50 years) is launched by 
the opening of the Holy Door in Rome. 
Holy Doors are associated with Right 
of Sanctuary - protection zmd safety; 
Restoration through redemption; Our 
pilgrimage to the Father through Jesus 
Christ; Jesus Christ as the door of 
salvation; the door to our hearts, to our 
home, to our church; Universal wel
coming; gathering in the New Jeru sa
lem. A double door at Sacred H eart 
has been designated as the Holy Door 
for our celebration. It vv ill be beautif
fully decorated and scaled beforehand 
and an official opening ritual with the 
assistance of our local aboriginal 
brothers an sisters wi ll take place. 

Inside the church (approx 7.00pm) a 
carefully planned ecumenical service 
will involve young and older Chris
tians from many denominations. 
Songs of Jubilee, unity, love, peace, joy 
and commitment will challenge and 
unite as ViC pray together, asking for 
forgiveness and renewal as we reflect 
upon God's Word. The special rituals 
and blessings - the inscribing of the 
holy door vvith blest chalk; the distri
bution of blest gu m leaves as given by 
the Gunai/Kurnai people as a sign of 
friendship; the sprinkling of blest 

water as a reminder of our baptism; 
the sharing of a sign ·of peace with 
each other; the lighting of all regional 
candles from the Diocesan candle 
(each region has been designated a 
colour of the rainbow - a sign of Hope 
- the Valley's colour is red); and the 
symbolic/ dramatic rein.forcment of the 
major themes of Jubilee after each 
scripture reading. 

Our final prayer of commitment will 
prepare us to go forward together into 
the new millennium, carrying the 

Spirit of Jesus Christ in our hearts and 
minds and preparing us to be wit
nesses to Him in everything that we 
do. All present will then proceed to the 
Town Common (approx 8.00pm) to 
share in a BBQ su pper. Our musicians 
w ill keep the spirit of joy and unity 
alive as we share each other's com
pany. All people are welcome. If you're 
passing through Monvell on Decem
ber 22, 1999 feel free to join us as we 
celebrate this very important event. 

Come Celebrate Jesus. 

SANDHURST JOINS THE VICTORIAN 
COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

November 13, 1999 marked a fresh 
beginning for ecumenism in the 
Diocese of Sandhurst. Ever since the 
Diocesan Commission For Ecumenism 
was formed by Bishop Daly in 1981, 
there has been intermittent discussion 
on the subject of membership of the 
Victorian Council of Churches. 

Informal talks recommenced with 
the General Secretary about three 
years ago, but there were internal 
decisions to be made before any 
formal application could be contem
plated. The Diocese was granted 
observer status and has regularly had 
at least one representative present at 
AGMs and Rural Conferences. In this 
way a feel for the way the Council 
operates and the personal acquain
tance of many of the existing members 
was able to be gainea. 

In the meantime, quite an amount of 
work has been done at home with an 
attempt to restructure the way the 
Diocesan Commission· operates. The 
far-flung nature of the diocese with its 
administrative core in Bendigo, at the 
centre of the sta te but rather isolated in 
one corner of the diocese itself, pre
sented serious problems for communi
cation, especially for getting represen
tatives together at meetings. A glance 
at a map of North-Eastern Victoria 
would quickly make the problem clear. 

Deaneries Become Central 
Another solution was sought. Each 

Deanery was to become the focus of 
grass roots ecumenism with represen
tatives in as many parishes as possible 
and a contact person with some 
organising duties in each Deanery. 
This plan was adopted and has been 
put into effect. So far, it seems to be 
·working better than the previous 

arrangement, though more effectively 
in some places than oth er s. There is a 
good deal still to be done. 

To assist with communication, a 
modest attempt at a bulletin was 
begun early in 1999. So far, two edi 
tions have been produced. The main 
problem has been to obtain material 
about activi ties and plans for ecu meni
cal events from the Deaneries in order 
to share it. Providing notice of impor
tant dates and of events outside the 
diocese has been an area that holds 
promise of development, though 
getting an effective system of distribu 
tion still remains a challenge. 

A fairly long and thorough process 
of consultation vvithin the Diocese was 
also needed. This went on over il 

couple of years until it was clear that 
membership was widely acceptable. 
Having it taken up with enthusiasm 
by any but committed ecumen ists vvas 
alwys going to be more than could be 
hoped for. Continued optimism with 
not a little sustained enthusiasm and 
determination inspires a significant 
body of people in all parts of the 
Diocese as we enter this new phase of 
membership of the Victorian Council 
of Churches. 

Not only is there resolve to win new 
converts to the cause of ccu mcnism 
within the diocese but there is strong 
in tention to make a real contribution to 
the cause of Christian co-operation 
through this new association. The 
advantages of regular contact with 
other Christians in a systematic \-vay 
offers the promise of developing a 
growing awareness of the extent to 
w hich we are already one and may 
continue to grow ever closer. 

-Bill Lomas, Sandhurst 



FROM REFORMATION TO 1999 

T he Lutheran-Catholic dialogue which was celebrated in Melbourne on 
November 5, was signed in Augsburg on October 31, the anniversary of the 
Reformation. 

In "The Lutheran" of October 25, Dr Mark Worthing, a Lutheran lecturer 
and Bishop Putney, Catholic auxiliary bishop of Brisbane, reflect on this "majot 
step forward in ecumenical relations". 

Dr Worthing writes: 
"For many, news of the agreement 

comes as something of a surprise. The 
document itself, hm·vever, is the result 
of discussions between the two 
churches that have been going on for 
over twenty yea rs. 

"Following Vatican fl, important 
national dialogues between Lutherans 
and Roman Catholics began in North 
America, Europe zmd other regions, 
including Australia. Many of these 
dialogu es took up the question of 
justification. What they found was a 
surprising level of agreement on this 
important doctrine. As a result the 
Lutheran Vvorld Fcdeation and the 
Roman Catholic Church call~d to
gether an international dialogue team 
to study the doctrine of justification. 
The product of this effort is the Joint 
Declaration. 

"This agreement is important for a 
number of reasons. From the Lutheran 
perspective it is the first theological 
statement agreed to by Lutherans as 
an intern a tiona I comnmnion since the 
Formula of Concord in 1580. The 
doctrine of justification, which is 
chiefly about the forgiveness of sins, is 
at the heart of Lutheran theology and 
was a crucial point of contention at the 
time of the Reformation. Agreement 
on this doctrine, thecfore, will be 
welcomed by most Lutherans. Yet 
many are undestandably aprhensive. 

The Declaration's Meaning 

both sides are convinced these con
demnations do not apply to the teach
ing of the other church as stated in the 
joint declaration. 

A question many might ask is: 'Who 
has changed their view on this doc
trine?' A better question may well be? 
'Why has it taken so long for both 
traditions to realise they were not as 
far apart as they thought?' 

"At the time of the Reformation 
there were theologians on both sides 
who felt that basic agreement did exist 
on the doctrine of justification. In 1541 

one of the first dialogues between 
Roman Catholics and Lutherans 
occurred when Luther's colleague 
Phillip Melanchthon and the Roman 
Catholic theologians, Johannes Eck 
and Gasparo Contarini, among others, 
engaged in a series of theological 
discussions in Regensberg. They sur
prised those assembled by reaching 
agreement on the doctrine of justifica
tion. 

"After nearly 500 years we are only 
now picking up where the Reforma
tion era dialogue on this important 
article of faith left off. The Lutheran 
tradition began as, and at its heart 
remains, a reforming movement 
within the whole church. For Lutheran 
Christians, therefore, despite glitches 
along the way and some lingering 
reservations, this development can 
only be welcom.ed with great joy and 
thanksgiving. 

"In view of this it must be said 
pla in ly what the agreement does not 
mean. Tt does not mc<ln th<lt Lutherans 
and Roman Catholics arc now to 
reunite. It does not mean that Luther
ans and Roman Catholics agree com
pletely on the doctrine of justification. 
There are still important <Heas where 
the emphasis or interpretation \'aries. 
It does not mean that various talks do 
not need to take place on such matters 
as Mary and the saints . 

A. Roman Catholic Response to the 
Signing of the Joint Declaration 

"\Vhat the document docs claim is 
that we agree on enough points that 
essential agreement exists on the 
doctrine of forgiveness of sins through 
Jesus Christ. Tt docs mean that future 
discussions can proceed upon a firm 
biblical and theological foundation. It 
does mean that, after examining the 
errors rejected by the Lutheran con
fessions and by the Council of Trent 
concerning the doctrine of justification, 

Bishop PutHey writes iu 'The Lutherall": 

"Over the past thirty-five years 
Roman Catholics have marvelled at 
the advances made in ecumenical 
dialogues. In Australia, their attention 
has probably been captured most of all 
by the reports of the Anglican/Roman 
Catholic International Commision 
(ARCIC) or by the Baptism, Eucharist, 
Ministry document of the Commission 
on Faith and Order meeting in Lima, 
1983. 

"However, I would like to suggest 
that the signing of the Joint Declara
tion in Augsburg on October 31 could 
be considered as the greatest ecumeni
cal achievement of the past thirty 

years. It is truly a sign of the gracious
ness of God drawing scattered Chris
tians back into the unity that Christ 
wills for his church. 

"Because the doctrine of justification 
is the fundmental issue of the Refor
mation, the signing of a joint declara
tion on this doctrine 1 oca tes a 11 future 
collaboration between our two com
munions in a new context. Because it 
marks the resolution, to a large degree, 
of this most fundmental issue dividing 
us, it will reframe all further theologi
cal dialogue between us. With this 
signing a new phase in the ecumenical 
movement will begin because this is 

- contiHucrl 011 page 6 



Anglicans and Roman Catholics 
and the Gift of Authority 

Searching for the m eaning of words 
can be enligh tening. The word "ecu
menism" comes from the Greek word 
"oikos", which mean s a house or 
better still, a household. Ecumenism is 
about the way we organise the "oikos 
tau theou" - the household of the 
church". 

In every famil y household how 
decisions are made and who has the 
fin a 1 sav are often contrm'ersial. We 
know tl~a t every household needs the 
gift of authority to organise itself, run 
smoothly, achieve its aims and give 
everyone their just part in decision 
making. 

S t John's Anglican Parish church in 
Toorak was the venu e on the Novem
ber 8 joint meeting of the Anglican and 
Roman Catholic Melbourne Diocesan 
Ecumenica l Affairs Commissions. The 
topic under discussion was the new 
ARCIC document, "The Gift of 
Authority: Authority in tliC Church 
III". Charles Sherlock, a member of 
ARClC, led an enthu siastic presenta
tion on the agreed s tatement. 

The statement build s on work from 
ARCIC's prev ious documents on 
uthority and offers a further sta tement 
on how the gift of authority, rightly 
exercised, enables the Chu rch to 
continue in obedience to the Holy 

Ju ly 3, 1994 is a land mark dav in the 
his tory of ecumenism in Australia. The 
Na tional Council or Ch urches in /~ ustra

lia (NCCA) was inaugurated on this day, 
and one of its foculding members was_ 
the Roma n Catholic Church of /\ ustralia. 

Today, the Catholic Church alongside 
other churches, is an active participant in 
the life and decisions of the NCCA w ith 

,Archbishop John Bathersby of Brisbane 
as its President. Other Ca tholic repersen
tatives are making a significnt contribu
tion to the discussions taking place in the 
NCCA Commissions which focus on 
important aspects or life in ,-\ustralia, 
and the world at large. 

This is as it should be. To quote from 
Pope John Paul ll's encyclical 'Ut Unum 
Sint': 
"Re/atiolls between Christians nrc not 
ai111ed merehj at 111/ltual knowledge, 
co1nln011 pra;Jer and dialogue. They .. . 
cnll for every possible forlll of practical 
cooperntioll... as we ll as tlw t of wit
nessi1lg to the Gospel message. Coop
eration amoug all Cl1ristians vividly 
expresses that bond wl1ich already 
1111ites thc111, and it se ts in clearer relief 

Spirit, who keeps it faithful in the 
service of the Gospel for the salvation 
of the world. 

Tt seeks to clarify how the exercise 
and acceptance of authority in the 
Church is inseparable from the re
sponse of believers to the Gospel, how 
it is related to the dynamic interaction 
of Scripture and Tradition, and how it 
is expressed and experienced in the 
communion of the churches and the 
collegiality of the bishops. 

In the light of this, it makes son1e 
startling insights into the univesal 
primacy of the Bishop of Rome. 

The controlling theme of the state
ment is taken from St Paul's words 
about Jesus Christ as both the "Yes" of 
God to humanity and the "Amen" of 
humanity to God. (2 Corinthians 
·1 :18-20). 

God 's will is to bring all people into 
communion with himself within a 
transformed creation. In Jesus Christ, 
God not only affirms that purpose but 
also secures the outcome, demonstrat
ing God's everl astin g "Yes" to us. 

In the faithful obedience of Jesus to 
the Father, Christians recognise the 
perfect response of hum anity, the 
perfect "amen " to God and to God's 
purpose. in, with, and through Christ, 

the features of Christ the Servant. Tlzis 
cooperatio11 based 011 our C011WI011 faith 
is uot only filled •with frt'!temal com
llllllli01l but is a manifestation of Christ 
hiuz?_e /f" 

Ecumenism, obviously, can be imple
mented in va rious ways and at various 
levels. One well establishe'CI instrument 
which expresses deeply the ethos of 
chu rches collaborating in a divided 
world is the annual giving programme of 
the NCCA, namely, the Christmas Bowl, 
run by the Commission for Christian 
\A/orld Service. Celebrating its fiftieth 
anniversary this year, it represents 
cutting edge ecumenism - churches 
working together, churches coming 
togethe1~ enfleshing the true meaning of 
the Birth of Christ in so many communi
ties because we believe in Christ to
gether. 

Churches Acting Together 
The Christmas Bowl is presen t in 

twenty+ countries and in Australia is 
more than a humanitarian Aid agency. It 
is churches acting together, through 
concern, solidarity, prayer, action, 

by the power of the Holy Spirit, we 
speak our "Amen" to God and God's 
purpose for us. 

The life of the Christian, and the life 
of the community of the Church, is 
lived \vithin the orbit of God 's "Yes" to 
us and our attempt, through the grace 
of the Holy Spirit, to say "Amen" to 
God. The ministry of authority in the 
Church is to help the Omrch and the 
world to hear God's "Yes" and to 
en able a response to be made to it. 

The \•.rhole sta tement is carefully 
written, each section building on the 
other. The final chapter, ''Agreement in 
the Exercise of Authority: Steps To
wards Visible Unity", has attracted 
much attention, but cannot be read 
except in relation to the rest of the 
document. Read and ponder it 01 11 is 
my advice' 

Charl es Sherlock left the joint 
meeting w ith a creative suggestion, in 
line with the final paragraphs of, "The 
G ift of Authoritv", that as an act of 
shared authority now, Archbishop 
George Pell might chair a session of 
the Anglican Diocesan Synod! Gasps 
of disbelief all around, but on second 
thoughts ... 

Find yourself a copy of ''The Gift of 
Authori ty". You can order a copy from 
a bookseller. The thoughtfu l title is an 
introduction to a very thoughtful and 
exciting work on how we migh t 
together order the houshold of God. 

Denis Stanley, EAC 

advocacy and through sharing our 
resources. 

There are myriad ways available to the 
parish to support the Christmas Bow l. A 
focus on the Christmas Bowl ca n be had 
any time of the year: during Advent, at 
Christmas Day /Eve services. on the 
Feas t of Christ the King, in winter as 
'Christmas Bowl in July' for instance. 
(Fo r suggestions, contact the State 
ecumenical body). 

The Christmas Bowl may ha ve Protes
tant origins. Its assistance, hov,•ever, 
benefits the Catholic Church as we ll in 
severa l places. 

Incorporating the Christmas Bowl in 
the life of the parish does not mean 
displacing other work being done. It 
onlv means that creative ways are 
fou~d to ensure that concern and 
support for churches working together 
in Christ's name become one of the 
esential expressions of an enriched 
parish life. 

Caesar D'Mello 

Executive Officer 

Clzristiau World Servicc/NCCA (Vic) 



Report on Interchurch Marriages released 

After nearly J decade of dia
logue, the Catholic and Uniting 
churches have released a report, 

which has been accepted at national 
level, by both churches. The document 
marks a profound change in attitude. 
No longer do the churches put pres
sure on their members to try to convert 
their partner. Instead , the report sees, 
" ... members of interchurch marriages 
and families ... as the human face and 
the cu tting edge of ecumenism 
Rather than the churches having to 
forgive the fam.ilies, it is a case 
of," .. . asking them to forgive the 
church" Such an approach may not ye t 
be able to solve all the difficulti es and 
the pain of separation, but goes a 
considerable way tow<:~rds pastoral 
care of interchurch families and to
wards accepting their experience as 
shm·ving " ... in less formal ways some 
of the principles and possibilities of 
church unity. .. " 

After a definition and description of 
the "Ph enomenon of Interchurch 
marriage" the report covers mutually 
agreed understandings and differences 
on Marriage, belonging, Baptism, 
Eucharistic hospit<:~l i ty, <:~nd p<:~ s toral 

care. The finJl section points to areas 

needing further development. 
By exploring the \•vays the two 

traditions use the concept of "cove
nant", strong affirmation could be 
given to each one's commitment to 
christian marriage. This is expresses 
as: "Much of what Roman Catholics 
endeavour to say ·when they ca ll a 
marriage a sacrament is already in
tended by members of the Uniting 
Church when they speak of marriage 
as a covenant, and of the centrality of 
God's grace in christian marriage". 
Suggestion for Interchurch Families 

The posibilities for, and difficulties 
of, belonging to both churches is 
examined . While there is som e scope 
for involvement in each other's church, 
this has limitations. The call to Chris
tian unity is seen as a quest towards, 
" .. . compl ete recognition of the one 
church of Jesus Christ in each other ... " 
Until such a situation exists, it is 
necessary to initiate ne\·V members into 
one church or the other. Many sugges
tions are provided as to how inter
church families could faith fu lly do 
this. 

The capacity to receive communion 
in each others' churches is of grea t 
concern to interchurch couples, united 

as they are by baptism and marriage . 
The report acknow led ges that this is <:1 

sensitive issue and that the opportuni
ties to share communion arc limited. 
In a Catholic church the Euchmist may 
be received by non-Catholics under 
certain conditions, in exceptional 
circumstances. \!\Then the desire for 
reception becomes more frequent, joint 
pastoral care by ministers of both 
churches is urged. "The pain of these 
people in their need for the Eucharist 
calls for recognition, and challenges 
both churches to do further work 
towards overcoming obstacles." 

One of the main aims of the publi
ca tion is to assist interchurch families 
themselves. The participants in the 
dialogu e express their admiration for 
such families and urges recognition 
and celebration of their presence in the 
churches. To further this <:~im , <:~s " 
member of an interchurch family, I 
invite you to attend the local launch of 
this report, to be held a t th e Uniting 
Church Centre, 130 Little Collins 
Stree t, Melbourne, at 4.30pm on Tues
day, December 14. 

Jeff Wild 
(£xecutivl' Secret-a ry of tire CoJHJHis;;ioH <llld 

lllllrried 1-o Marg ie Oa/11, tllllillislcr iHIIrl' 
LIHiti11g Clrurcll! 

Australian Church Women say "Faith Works" 
The bienn ial Conference of Austra- \ attended a Civic Reception Clt the I Commision, Clttended. She is the 

!ian Church Wom en was held recently Brisbane City Hall w here they met the Australi an represen tati ve to the Asia n 
in Brisbane. All s ta tes and the Austra- Lord Mayor and Councillors. Mrs Church Womens Conlerence. 

lian Capital Territ-ory were repre
sented. The theme of the Conference 
was "Faith Works" and was made 
evident through Devotions, Bibl e 
Studies and prayerful reflections. 

The officia l gues t and keynote 
speaker was Dr Esther Byu, a n<:~tive of 
Myanmarr, now resident in Thailand. 
Dr Byu is the Executive Secretary of 
the International Committee for the 
Fell owship of the Least Coin. 

In her address Dr Byu spoke of the 
need for faith and how faith had 
assisted in the formation of the Fel
lm.vship of the Leas t Coin bv Shanti 
Solomon fourty-three yea rs ago. Shanti 
dreamed of a world wide organisation 
of prayer and the setting aside of the 
sm allest coin to asist in this work. 

The conference delegates partici
pated in an Ecumenica l Service at 
Albert Street Unitin g Church, Bris
bane. The Clddress was presented by 
Rev Jenny Tymms vv ho spoke on the 
need for faith in todays world. 

P<:~rticipants m the Conference 

Barbara lacy, a former member of 
Melbourne's Ecumenical Affairs 

' 
I 

The next Austra li an Conference wi ll 
be in Adelaide in 2001. 

Mrs Baruara Lacy, Dr Esther Byu all({ Major Lyll('fte GrecH at the recent coufercucc of 

A rtstraliau Clzurch Women . 



FOR YOUR BUSY DIARY 
Tuesday, 14th December Melbourne 
launch of the report Inte1·chutch 
matriages: Their Ecumenical Challenge 
and Significance for out Chutches. This 
is from the Catholic/ Uniting Church 
dialogue 4.30pm at 130 Little Collins 
St, Melbourne. 

Saturday, 1st January, 2000, Welcom
ing the Dawn a multi-faith event at the 
Treasury Gardens, 5.00-6.00am. 

Friday-Sunday, 28-30th January. 
Sounding the Jubilee Ecumenical 
Summer School at Queen's College, 
Parkville. Details from Anne Paul 9802 
6351 or Jeff Wi ld . 

Monday, 1st May, Service of Com
memoration of the Holocaust at St 
Patrick's Cathedral8.00pm .. 

If undeliverable return to: 
"ECUMENICAL BULLETIN" 
PO BOX 146, EAST MELBOURNE 3002 
Registered by Autralia Post 
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Mondays, 8th May - 19th June, (exc. 
12th) Ecumenical Issues in Pastoral 
Cate a course conducted through the 
Catholic Pastoral Formation Centre. 
7.45 - 9.45 pm, for six Mondays. The 
cost is $70 and registrations to 9412 
3340. Book early to avoid the risk of 
cancellation of the course. 

Sunday, 4th June - Sunday 11th June. 
Pilgrimage to the Heart and Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity. 

Sunday, 11th June, 2.00pm Service for 
Collaboration among Religions, St 
Patrick's Cathedral. 

Sunday, 2nd July, St Patrick's Cathe
dral, 2.00pm, Ecumenical Service on 
Reconciliation with Aboriginal peo
ples. 

What are you doing about: 
Ecumenical Lenten studies in the Jubilee 
Year? Hope Jot a New Millennium has been 
prepared by the South Australian Council 
of Churches. It provides for five wonderful 
sessions, sharing with sisters and brothers 
of other Christian traditions, reflecting and 
pray ing on the significance of the Jubilee 
for Austalians. Copies are available from 
the Victorian Council of Churches, Tel: 
9650 4511 . 

National Conference for Diocesan Ecu
menical Affairs Commissions, 2001? This 
event is to be hosted by M.elbourne, for 
representatives of the dio~eses of the w hole 
of Australia . Many opportunities exist for 
you to contribute in a variety of ways, 
whatever your abilities. Please contact Jeff 
Wild at the Commission so h e doesn 't have 
to contact you. 
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A Roman Catholic Response to the Signing of the Joint Declaration 
:continued from page 3 international dialogues to be even begun to meet in ecumenical bodies, 
the first occasion on which the Roman both on a national and state level, that more open to recognise the gosp el or 
Catholic church will actually sign an the apostolic faith in the teachings of Roman Catholics have begun to realise 
official doctrinal accord wi th another their dialogue partner. Who knows to how many of the things they really 
western Christian commu nion . Finally value tl1ey sl1are w1' th Lutl1era11S w hat this new openness will lead? ' · 
it impacts on all other ecum enical "My hope is that the celebrations 

"Australian Roman Catholics have dialogues. around the country for the signing of 
tended to see Lutherans as the most There ate still many docttinal issues the joint Declaration in Augsburg w ill 
d ifferent to themselves, often because separating Lutherans and Roman lead our two communions to a deeper 

Catholics, in ·the area of sacraments they did not know them, and because awareness of what we have in com-
and ministry, and especially concern- they associate the Reformation, and mon, and encourage us even more to 
ing the papacy. Howevet all of these therefore all significant differences, take further and bolder steps to grm·v 
Ougl1t 11ow to be S een differently. w ith Martin Luther. This perception . d d. thr h d' 1 t 

JJ ' m un erstan 1ng oug 1a ogue, o 
"Each divis ive issue must be looked has never been well-founded, and it is work together, to pray together, and 

at anew in the light of the joint decla- only in recent years when Australian tor espond to the grace of God which 
Roman Catholics and Lutherans have ration. This should challenge local and impels us to even greater unity. 
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