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AUTHORITY: DIRECTING US 
INTO THE NEW MILLENIUM 

Anglican and Catholic theologi
ans have pr oduced an agreed 
statement on Authority. 

Austra li an Catholic ecumenists, 
backed by our Bishops ha\'e decided 
on Au thority as the Centrepiece of the 
Biennial (every two yea rs) meeting in 
Melbourne in 2001 . Melbourne Ecu
men ical Affa irs and lnter-Fe1ith Com 
mission ha s begun remote prep<Ha
tions to host this gathering. 

Authority and its \'arious forms is 
exercising the minds and hearts of 
re li gious and community leaders 
througllou t Australia and the world as 
we usher in the Third Millenium after 
the birtb of Jesus Ch ri st. 

Authority is directing us into the 
thi rd millenium. We need to under
stand How and V\Thy, Vvhen and 
\1\lhere does authority direct our lives. 
How and Why, \Nhen and Where do 
we respond? Hm-v do we share 
authority, personall y, in family life, in 
church life, in our society? 

Fellow Christians and people of all 
faiths are en gaged in discerning the 
place of authority, the style of author
ity, the extent of authority which will 
lead us to a successful millenium in 
God's eves. 

We can begin d iscerning authority 
now. 

The Gift of Authority: 
Authority in the Church III 

The Angl ican Roman 
International Commission 

Cathol ic 
(ARCIC) 

has just released its long awa ited 
agreed statement on Authority. It is the 
work of fi ve years of dialogue, patient 
listening, study and p rayer. 

This statement builds on earlier 
ARCTC work on the very important 
issue of how authoritv is understood 
and exercised in the two communities. 
The surpr ising title, "The Gift of 
Authority" is m eant to help Anglicans 
and Roman Catholics understand that 
authority is God 's gift to the Church, 
to be received gratefullv. 

The central motif of the sta tem.ent is 
taken from St Paul's Second Letter to 
the Corinthi ans 1:10-20, God's "Yes" to 
humanity and our answering "Amen " 
to God, are both given in Jesus Christ. 
God 's gift of author ity to his Church is 
at the service of God's ''Yes" to his 
people and their "Amen ". 

Especially interesting is Chapter TV, 
"Agreement in the exercise of au thor
ity: Steps towards z>isiblc unity". 
Advances in agreement on authority 
a re listed , significant developments 

that have happened in both commu
nities are noted and issues now fa cing 
both Anglicans and Roman Catholics 
are aired . There is a call for greater 
joint collegial ity between Anglican 
and Roman Catholic bishops and a 
plea that the Universal Primacy of 
Peter is a gift to be shared. 

Au thoritv, particularly the authority 
of the Bishop of Rome, has been a key 
clement in the division between 
Anglicans and Roman Catholics. 
Authority continues to be a \'ita] issue 
both between the two communities 
and \•Vithin tl1em. It's a burning topic 
for society. 

The agreed statement on authority 
can be ordered nuw from the theologi
cal bookshops or found on the Home 
Page of the Anglican Communion at 
www.a11glicancommLmion org. Two 
\'ery good commentaries, one Roman 
Catholic, one Anglican, accompany 
the text of "the Gift of Authority". 

This is an irnportant document. Its 
implications are startling. Take up and 
read' 

- D.S. 

Fr Nabil Kachab 

N ext President of the Vic
torian Council of Churches is 
to be the Antiochian Ortho
dox Archmandrite, Fr Nabil 
Kachab, aged 40. Lebanese 
born, Fr Kacha b has been 
part of the vee for 15 years, 
an executive member for 2 
years, and is an active mem
ber of the Faith and Order 
Commission of the National 
Council of Churches in Aus
tralia. 

Fr Kachab has lived m 
Australia for 22 years and 
completed his studies for the 
Diaconate and Priesthood in 
Australia, after beginning in 
Lebanon. He will be com
missioned as President on 24 
July at the VCC Annual 
Meeting. 



MELBOURNE CATHOLIC WOMAN, BARBARA LACY, ELECTED 
TO ASIAN CHURCH WOMEN'S CONFERENCE EXECUTIVE 

Barbara Lacv of Cheltenham 
Catholic pansh, and a ded1cated 
Melbourne ecumenist, was 

appointed to the Executive of the 
Asian Church \Vomen 's Conference at 
the 11th Assembly and Ruby Jubilee 
(1958-98) assembly in Chiang Mai, 
Thailand. Apart from being an Aus
tralian National representative, 
Barbara is a member of the Victorian 
Council of Churches and a former 
member of our Catholic Ecumenical 
Affairs Con1mission. 

The Thailand conference with its 
theme of Rejoice, Reclain1. Respond 
appointed Pakistan as Australia's 
prayer partner (1998-2002), sending 
Christmas greetings to women of 
Pakistan and promise of prayer sup
port in the curent political si tuation, 
from Australian church women. 
Cambodia was received into ACWC 
membership making 17 member 
countries. There \·Vere 63 delegates, S2 
observers and 19 guests a t the assem
bly. Catholic delegates included Marie 
McCann from Sydney and two relig
ious sisters from Netherl ands w ho are 
working against trafficking of Asian 
\vomen in the Netherlands. 

Other Australian Delegates 
Australian delega tes included Major 

Lynette Green (Salvation Arm y, 
Melbourne), Mrs Jea n Thomson (Unit
ing Church, Canberra), Major Joan 
Tong (Sa lvation Army, NSW) and 
Barbara Lacy, along wi th fi ve observ
ers from NSW. The ACWC represen
tatives are committed t·o work for 
mercy and justice, peace and recon
ci li ation and for greater education at 
all level s. Conference meetings are 
held in English, so Australian and 
New Zealand members are \'aiued by 
their Asian sisters. 

Dm'ing the Thai land conference 
participants visited churches in the 
Chaing Mai locality, such as the Baptist 
Bible College on the Laos border. 
Barbara noted how tl1e hill people of 
the area managed to share, smile and 
believe in God's providence although 
they and others in As ia live on very 
little. They believed the Westerners 
were very rich, despite our poverty of 
spirit, our addictions, the suicide rate 
and breakdown in relationships, she 
said. 

A meeting wi th Chiang Mai Bishop, 
Joseph Sangval, w ho had stud ied in 
Rome w ith Fr Peter Kenny, Episcopal 

Vicar for Ecumenism in Melbourne, 
was a highlight for Barbara. She was 
impressed by his care of his people, 
that he knew the names of pupils and 
teachers at the local Sacred Heart 
school (4000 pupils), and that he lived 
very simply at the parish centre. His 
four schools cater for 32,000 pupils. 

With Salvationist Lynette Green of 
Melbourne, Barbara enjoyed an Italian 
meal with the Bishop, attended a Mass 
at a hostel for young women con
ducted by Spanish nuns, \·vho prepare 
girls to become self-sufficient and to 
avoid prostitution for income. Barbara 
also visited the McKean Leprosy 
Rehabilitation Centre. 

She enjoyed Thailand, "land of the 
free", as a land that had never been 
colonized, whose first missionaries 
were Catholic priests, '"'hose cul ture is 
grounded in Buddhism mixed with 
some animism and now by Hindu and 
other Christian influences. The Church 
of Christ is the largest Protestant 
church and fraternal relationships are 
maintained throu ghout the Kingdom. 

To the Philippines 
and Indonesia 

In June, Barbara Lacy attended the 
ACWC executive meeting in Manila, 
Philippines led by president Ms Nancy 
Lin (Taiwan), secretary Rev Iluminada 
Domingo (Philippines) and others of 
the eight member execu tive. They 
tackled a very heavy agenda, includ-
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I 
I 

ing the mission statement wording, th e 
ACWC constitution and a promotional 
brochure. The program adopted for 
1998-2002 includes: 
1. Christian Education and Nurture, 
including lay development and em
powerment, devotional guide for daily 
living and literacy programs. 
2. Witness and Service, including 
net\·Vorking, relief and rehabilita tion, 
justice, peace and human rights 
resolutions and prayer rallies. 
3. Stewardship and Resource De\·cl
opment, genera ting funds and schola r
sh ip assistance to young women . 

Future representations at confer
ences and meetings by the executive 
secretary were approved and visita
tions by executive members included: 
Mrs Padma Ebenezer (Sri Lanb) and 
the executive secreta ry to visit Myan
mar (Burma), Mrs Barbara Lacy to 
work with Indonesian Rev Lily Danes 
who heads the \Nomens' desk at the 
Indonesia n Council of Chu rches. 
Barbara will attend a womens ' rallv 
and hopes to help se t up womens' 
co-operatives in regions. Other execu
tives will concentrate on preventing 
violence against women and youth 
leadersh ip training. 

Barbara Lacy said: "The first meeting 
of the executive followed the tradition 
of past committees. Its members are 
like-minded women prepared to work 
hard for all God's people of its ·17 
member nations". 

ECUMENISTS REST IN PEACE 
Cardinal Basil Hume who died on 17 June aged 76, was dubbed "My Cardina l" 

by Queen Elizabeth. She attended Vespers at his ca thedral. She chose him to 
become one of the 24 members of the Order of Merit. Most loyal to Pope John P<1ul 
2, Cardinal Hume \•vas said by one conservative English cabi net minister to have 
''made the Roman Catholic Church an accepted part of our Establishment". 

Born of a Scottish Protestant and distinguished physician father and the Cathol.ic 
daughter of a French army officer, Cardinal Hume appea led to English 
non-Catholics because of his apparent simplicity and anti-dogmatic manner. He 
'"'as available to his own clergy and Anglican clergy alike, receiving many Anglican 
clergy into the Catholic church . Although shocked by the Anglican General Synod 
vote to ordain women priests in 1992, he showed a fuller interest in peoples' social 
concerns than in the need to defend doctrine. 

Bishop Eugene H James Cuskelly, MSC, Brisbane 's Vicar for Ecumenism from 
1988 until his retirement in 1996, died on 21 March. Queensland Churches Together 
newsletter of S June, acknowledged his contribution as the first President of QCT, 
his open relationship w ith m embers of other churches, his down-to-earth w isdom, 
a man of deep personal spirituality and a wonderful ecumenical friend. 

"l believe, it is by way of heart even more than mind that we wi ll truly find our 
way", Bishop Cuskelly wrote, when outlining his personal ecumenical history 
w hich began in 1967 with Archbishop Guilford Young, through his 1970's 
experiences in Rome, to his place in Brisbane and ecumenical dialogue. 



ECUMENICAL PUBLIC FORUM 
GETS RESULTS 

M elbourne Catholic ecu
menists met at a public 
forum to recommend priori

ties for our Archdiocesan 
Commission for Ecumenism and 
Interfaith Relations. From this 
forum at Sacred Heart parish hall, 
Kew, the Commission has rE:viewed 
its programs for this year and the 
future. 

A gathering of about fifty people 
were stimu lated and encouraged by Fr 
Peter Cross' address, by the worship 
and by the small group discussions . 
The occasion fulfilled its aims of 
affirming those vvorking in ecumenism 
and providing a channel for them to 
recommend priorities to the 
Comn1ission. Subsequently, the 
Commission met to draw the findings 
together and to set priorities fo r its 
work into 2000. 

Tl1e main priorities were felr to be as 
follows: 

1. Education in ecumenism at the 
local level; 
2. Ecumenical spi rituality m1d 
worsh ip; 
3. Celebrating the Jubilee in an 
ecumenical way 

4. Inter-faith dialogue; 
S. Reconciliation with Aboriginal 
peoples; 
6. Practical ecumenism for the 
sake of Mission. 

To address these priorities the 
Commission has recognised the work 
that the Executive Secretary is already 
doing for numbers 1 and 3. Therefore 
task groups have been set up to advise 
and promote work in the other areas. 
Any interested people, whether they 
attended the Foru m or not, are invited 
to con tact the Exec. Sec. on 9926 5751 
to inform us as to their area of interest. 

Since Melbourne is hosting the 
Conference of Diocesan Ecumenical 
Agencies in 2001, we need to start 
preparations. The Broad topic will be 
on Authority, following the ARCIC 
statement. Vve wou ld welcome any 
assistance that could be provid ed, as 
many volunteers are required to make 
an event like this sucessful. This wiD 
be an opporttmity to showcase ecu
menism at work in Melbourne, so all 
id eas, suggestions for activities wi ll be 
much appreciated. 

- fe[fWild (for the Co111mission) 

Fro1n Past Ecu1nenical Bulletins, Melbourne 

AUGUST 1973: 
Holy Year 1975: "What's it all about?" 

The announcement of the coming Holy Year has been greeted by the 
Catholic wor ld more perhaps by a certain embarrasment than any lack of 
appreciation rather like early attitudes to the recent Eucharistic 
Congress . There is Zl certain crying need for vision and the ability to 
grasp th e potential of the opportunity which 1975 offers to the christian 
vmrld . .. he used the term "a bold adventure" and indeed if grasped the 
opportunity can be a particularly suitable means of meeting expectations 
raised bv Vatican 2. To live a bold adventure means moving dormant 
energies: reawakening hidden capacities, raising the tone of existence 
and action ... Grace is a gift, but it ca lls for acceptance and response. 

(ED· This all sounds Like Jubilee 2000, do you think?) 

NOVEMBER, 1986: 
1986 Na tional Conference of Diocesan Commissions for Ecumenism in 

Brisbane: Eighty members of diocesan commissions for ecumenism 
didn 't need to go to Brisbane to know that ecumenism is alive and we ll 
in Australia. But everyone who attended would admit that this biennial 
conference is a chance to rekindle enthusiasm and to gain a broader 
perspective of the work of the Spirit in bringing christian churches 
together in this country. 

(ED: So we look fonuard to the next conference, in Melbourne 2001). 

AROUND 
MELBOURNE 

CHURCHES AND 
SUBURBS 

The Ukrainian Catholic Church is 
celebrating its 50th anniversary in 
Australia, with its Byzantine rite, its 
care of Ukraine immigrants since 
World War 2 and a year-long series of 
events and ongoing programs. A 
Caritas office, a Religious Education 
Centre, and a Centacare program were 
launched on 10 July and a two month 
exhibition of religious art and artefacts 
111 co-operation with the North Mel
bourne Ukra inian Museum hi gh ligh ts 
the richness of the Ukrainian Catholic 
tradition. 
Information: Tel: 9328 2566, Fax: 9328 
4459, 
E-mail:u kreparc@ozemail.com .au. 

In Doncaster, St Gregory's Cathol ic 
Church and the Pilgrim Uniting 
Church have publicly declared their 
commitment to a "visible unity". They 
have signed a Covenant at a combined 
landmark service. 

Fr Mick Sheehy (Catholic) and Rev 
Mark Dunn (Uniting) were supported 
in the signing by Peter Whiting (Presi
dent of St Gregory's parish council) 
and Ian Jungwirth (Chairperson of the 
Pilgrim Uniting congrega tion). ''lt is, 
after all, the same Doncaster and the 
same wider community that the two 
churches regard as their jurisdiction,'' 
said Rev Dunn. Further information: 
Rev Mark Dunn, Tel: 9848 3599. 

Moreland's Inter-Church Christian 
Council became a multi-faith gather
ing, includ in g Islamic and other faiths, 
in the presence of newly-elected city 
council iors and the mayor of More
land, Andrew Rowe, on Pentecost 
Sunday. Fr Michael Casey, parish 
priest of St Ambrose's Catholic church 
welcomed faith and community 
leaders at Brunswick Town Hall. 
Prayers were led by Barbara Spencer, a 
Uniting church chaplain, Fr Kurien of 
Malan kara Orthodox Syrian commtl
nitv, and Sheik Isse Musse from the 
So1~ali mosque. Pan Englander of the 
Sathya Sai Baba organisation ex
plained by story the essence of good 
leadership, and Ms Tan Le, youn g 
Australian of the year 1998 and a 
Buddhist, spoke on democracy and 
ci tizenship. 
-Reports from" Vic Unity" June 1999, of 

the Victorian Council ofC/wrches. 



Suddenly the Week of Prayer for 
Christian Unity was on us, and past 
us, at Holy Name parish, East Preston. 
What would Fr Tony Cleary, a pioneer 
ecumenist of Melbourne Archdiocese 
and first parish priest of Holy Name, 
say of our Ecmnenical effort during 
May 1999? 

Ascension Sunday, first day of 'The 
vVeek' was also our celebration of 60 
years of the parish school, and 25 years 
since the ordination of our current 
parish priest, Fr John O'Shea. A 
packed church for 10.30 am Mass, 
open day at the school, a display of its 
history, a shared lunch for visitors and 
pioneer families in the crowded hall. It 
was all go-go. It v,ras all Catholic. It 
didn't seem to be ecumenical on this 
first day of "the week". 

By late Sunday evening in the quiet 
priest residence, I realised suddenly 
that this was Week of Prayer. I didn 't 
have the leafle ts. There were no ecu-

. menical services planned. No pulpit 
swapping. No moments of prayer or 
discussion with the Anglicans, the 
Baptists, or others. With Fr Cleary 25 
years ago I would have had a busy 
week praying with and for people of 
other ch urches. We used to begin on 
Ascension Thursday vv ith prayer for 
the Anglicans, next day for th e Bap
tists, then the Churches of Christ, and 
so on day by day through the alpha
bet, with Roman catholics on Friday, 
Salvation Army on Saturday. Then I•Ve 
inserted the Uniting church into 
Pentecost Sunday when the East 
Preston Congregationalists and Pres
byterians dramatically merged with 
the Methodists. 

This year we did none of this. 
Someone sid 'Ecumenism is dead '. But 
what really happened? 

The Spirit is 
with us 

After the 10.30 am Mass l found 
myself surrou nd ed by severa l people 
from Hol y Name Alcohol Recovery 
Centre. They were very happy to join 
the celebration, to be welcom ed, to be 
recognised, to enjoy the parish and 
school display. I realised that I did not 
know their church backgrounds. I 
knew them by name, by their work in 
this community. We are united in our 
concern for people. 

Ecumenism is about Unity. It is also 
about reaching out to people of other 
faith backgrounds. It's about li s tening 

to them , sharing life with them also, 
as well as with our familiar Catholic 
parish friends. All this happened on 
Ascension Sunday at Holy Name. 

There were others coming out of 
church, ·walking together to the hall, 
Non-Catholic people walked with 
their Catholic partners or neighbours, 
or people who had not seen the school 
and parish in earlier days. They did 
not have to be Catholic. 

Maybe the traditional structures of 
Ecumenism, the combined services, 
the printed prayers, the concerns 
about 'vVhat do I call him?' and '\tv'here 
w ill his wife sit?' - all these busy 
moments and concerns were absent. 
But the Spirit of Ecumenism was fully 
present. Fr Cleary would have been 
pleased. 

Another Unity Challenge 
But another dimension has occurred. 

Frightened refugees from I<osovo, after 
the long flight to Australi a to lodgings at 
Puckapunyal have been shopping in 
Melbourne's outer northern suburbs, at 
Campbellfield and Seymour. Soon they 
will be at Northland shopping centre, on 
our parish border. Mostly they are 
Moslem. How will we as church wel
come them, share with them, unite with 
them? What would Fr Cleary do? What 
does the spirit say? Are we ready to 
listen and to act? 

A mature-age pastoral care shtdent, of 
Catholic background, faced the question 
recently as he took leave of a Moslem 
patient. "May Allah bless you," he said 
with some trepidation. It vvas his first 
shaky attempt at a Moslem greeting. His 
inter-church chaplaincy committee peers 
were proud of him. One small step for a 
Christian. 

Another Christian chaplain felt edgy 
in a ward where the manager was of an 
Indian sub-continent faith, perhaps 
Hindu. They spoke rarely. There was 
uneasiness on both sides when Christian 
prayers or symbols were sought by 
patien ts. One day, without thinking 
much, the chaplain walked past the 
manager, joined his hands, raised them 
to eye level and said 'Namaste', <m 
Indian greeting which means 'I worship 
the God in you '. The manager beamed, 
opened his eyes wide in surprise, and 
blurted out a rep ly. 

Ecumenism for Christians must now 
go hand in hand with Inter-Faith recog
nition, accep tance, greetings, welcomes, 
listening. The Week of Prayer is ou r 
thermometer time for checking if 1ve 
have Christ's Spirit. How will we check 
our Inter-Faith commitment, sha ring 
what Va tican Council 2 ca lled the seeds 
of the \!\lord in other communities? 

The Holy Spirit will be with us always, 
so wi ll the spirit of pioneers like Fr Tony 
Cleary. Ecumenism is not dead. 

-L.T. 

LOCAL ECUMENIST ILL 

Your prayers are invited for the Rev. Hamish 

Christie-Johnson, General Secretary of the Victorian 
Council of Churches. Hamish has had to go on extended 

sick leave from a very busy round of duties . 

The Ecumenical Affairs Commission wishes him God's 

comforting presence and blessing for a speedy recovery 
and guidance on what the future may hold. 

We pray also for the staff who are continuing the vital 

work of the vee in his absence. 



Victorian Unit of Australian 
Church Women 

On May 31 Catholic members 
organised the Annual Quiet 
Day at the UCA Chapel, 

Melbourne. Approximately 20 
ladies attended, and Mrs Carmel 
Blanton and Mrs Barbara Papworth 
led the prayer and reflections . 

Earlier in the year Fr Peter Kenny, 
and Executive Secretary of EAC, Jeff 
Wi ld , met with the ladies at the Dioce
san Centre. It vvas a very pleasant 
get-to-know-you luncheon as well as a 
plmming session for the year 2000, and 
their involvement and assistance when 
a Catholic, Barbara Lacy, will be the 
Victorian President. 

At the Annual General Meeting held 
on 18 June, the following ladies were 
installed as th e 1999/ 2000 Executive 
Committee: 

President !\1rs Shirlev Wallis 
(Churches of Christ), President-Elect 
Mrs Barbara Lacy (Catholic) , Imm Past 
President Miss Pat Franklin. (Angli
can), Secretary TBA Minute Secretary 
Mrs Elizabeth Kinrade (UCA), Treas
urer Mrs Margaret \!Vatson (UCA). 
Convenors: 

Special Days Mrs Nan Mills (Catho
lic) , Fellowship/Leas t Coin Mrs Lola 
Adam (Churches of Christ), Publicity 
Mrs Joan Maher (Ca tholic) , Social 
Justice Ms Jean Crewther (UCA), 

Winifred Kiek S'ship Mrs Barbara Lacy 
(Catholic). 
Elected Members: 

Lt Col Isabel Macintyre (Salvation 
Army), Mrs Lorna English (Anglican), 
Mrs Ruth Knuckey (Salvation Army), 
Mrs Fran Moss (UCA), Mrs Beth 
Skilbeck (Baptist) 
Representatives: 

National Council of Women Mrs 
Carmel Blanton (Catholic), Ms Jean 
Crewther (UCA), Victorian Council 
Churches Lt Col Isabel Macintyre 
(Salvation Army), World Day of Prayer 
Mrs Joan Maher (Catholic). 

NATIONAL ECECUTIVE 
Preparations are in hand for the 
National Conference to be held at 
Grace Co llege, Brisbane, from 27 
September - 1 October. The theme for 
the past ti·VO years has been "Faith 
Works". Keynote Speaker will be Dr 
Esther Byu, Executive Secretary of the 
International Committee of Fellowship 
of the Least Coin. The Ecumenical 
Service will be held at the Albert Street 
Uniting Church, and Guest Speaker 
will be Rev Jenny Tymms, Uniting 
Church Queensland Synod Mission 
Consultant. 

-B.L 

NATlONAL COUNClL 
OF CHURCHES 
fN AUSTRALIA 

SIMPLY 
SHARING 

OUR 
WORLD 

Caritas 
Australia 

Simply Sharing Week is a program of our Christian churches 
working together for world development. It is designed by Force 
Ten. It challenges us all to think, pray, act and even to party on 
for '"'orld justice. We can "do" the Simply Sharing Week at any 
time, either as a group, or privately. 

Force Ten supplies facts for us to think about, such as, we 
Australians belong to the rich 25 % of the world's population . We 
are given prayer helps and suggestions on how to act. We are 
challenged to enjoy new ways of partying that will help the less 
fortunate people. 

For full details ring 02 9299 2215, or fax Force Ten on 02 9262 
4514, or ring Melbourne office of Caritas. 

ITEMS FROM 
THE PAPERS 

AND MAGAZINES 

Three St Kilda churches were regis
tered on the Register of the National 
Estate, Australia's premier heritage list 
on 25 May, 1999. They are Sacred 
Heart (Catholic), All Saints (Anglican) 
and the former Free Presbyterian 
church. Other Victorian churches 
entered are Bible Chris tian church 
Fitzroy and Trinity College chapel 
Parkville. 

- "B risbane Lender" 6 June 

---
Brisbane's second Cathedrals vveek 

attrac ted 20,000 to the city's two 
ca thedrals and eight inner city 
churches . Eighty-six events featured 
5000 involved presenters in a wide 
range of liturgy, music and dance, 
school orchestras, Opera Queensland, 
ballet, Queensland Philharmonic 
Orchestra, uni versity and conservato
rium musicians, a lantern parade, 
stree t theatre and ethnic presentations. 

Tales of inspiring women were 
related by Queensland Storytelling 
Guild in the refurbished St Stephen's 
chapel which has a shrine to Austrn
lia's first saint, Blessed Mary McKil lop. 
The life of Hildegard of Bingen was 
d irected by Jim Vil e, the Cathed rals 
Week artistic direc tor. Three perform
ances of this play were booked out by 
1600 people. 

- "Brisbane Lender" 6 June 

-
An Anglican community in Sussex, 

England has decided to hand over St 
Julian 's Community in Coolham, \'\lest 
Sussex . to the Catholic diocese of 
Arundel and Brighton as a gift. St 
Julian 's has b _en a centre for spiritual 
reflection and renewal since 1949. 
Despite lack of new members, the 
Anglican community decided against 
sellin g up the 40 bedroom property, set 
in 20 acres of grounds, with its own 
chapel. 

- "The Tablet" 29 Mny 

THANKS to readers who sent a 
donation to continue support for 
our Ecumenical Bulletin. New 
readers are welcome. Changes 
of address information also 
prevent waste. 



FOR YOUR BUSY DIARY 
Sunday, 11th July: Evening Prayer for 
the Feast of St Benedict, 7.30pm at Santa 
Maria Centre, 7 Wardrop Grove, 
Northcote. For enquiries, phone 9481 
0560. 

Thursday, 22nd July: Wrestling witlz 
Angels: The Poetic VVorld of Gwen Har
wood, 7.30-9.30pm at StPeter 's, Eas tern 
Hill, Melbourne. Conducted by Philip 
Harvey, Lyn McCredden, Greg Kratz
mann. Cost is S'J5 and enquiries to 
phone 9662 2170. 

Saturday, 24th July: Victorian Council 
of Churches' Annual General Meeting 
at Salvation Army Church, Nelson Rd, 
Box Hill. 

Saturday, 24th July: Toscthn V.Jith God 
- youth even t, 7.30pm at Melbourne 

If undeliverable retu rn to: 
"ECUMENICAL BULLETIN" 
PO BOX 146, EAST MELBOURN E 3002 
Registere d by Autra lia Post 
Print Post PP 381667/00474 

Park. Features the music of Geoff 
Bullock and preaching of Michael 
Frost. Tickets $9.50, from Baptist 
Union of Victoria. 

Sunday, 25th July: Together With God, 
6.30pm at Melbourne Park. Sponsored 
by the Baptist Union of Victoria for the 
Victorian Christian Community as part 
of the preparation for the Baptist 
World Congress, Jan 5-9, 2000. 

Tuesday, 3rd August: Pilgrimage: John 
Bunyan, 7.30-9.30pm at St Peter's, 
Eastern Hill . Conducted by Rev Prof 
Robert Gribben and cos ts 515. 

Tuesday, 17th August: Bus tour of 
syn agogues and mu seums, organised 
by the Sub-committee fo r Jewish-

Catholic Relations. For d e tails phone 
the Shalom Centre on 9817 3848. 
Wednesday, 15th Sept: Input sess ion 
on inter-faith dialogue including the 
Rev Dani el Madi gan SJ, spea ker on 
Islamic Studies. 7.30pm, 383 Albert St, 
East Melbourne. For further details, 
phone Jeff Wild on 9926 5751. 
Sunday, 24th October: Nostra Acta te 
gathering at Santa Maria Centre, 
Northcote, 5.30-9.00pm, includes light 
meal. This is the annual symposium 
on Cath olic-Je\·vish relations. This 
year's theme is on responding to the 
changes facing families . 
Friday-Sunday, 28th-30th Jan, 2000: 
Ecum_enical Summer School at Queen 's 
College, Parkvi ll e. Detai ls: Anne Pau l 
9802 6351 or Jeff VVild . 
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Some recent ecumenical books to keep you up to date 
A rea l yet impe1ject commw1ion: The 
1996 and 1997 Halifax-Porta/lectures, 
Strathfield: St Paul's Publications, 
1998.517.95. 

This book gothers between two 
covers the 1.996-97 Halifax-Por tal 
lecture series held in Svdn ev. It's an 
exciting initiati\'e, which.migl;t well be 
considered in other Austra lian cities. 

Issues covered inc lude, Patrick 
O'Farrell on sec tari anism 's legacy, 
Margaret Rodgers on women 's minis
try, Bishop Robinson (RC) J nd Bishop 
Cameron (Anglican) on the sta te of 
th eir churches toda y, Dorothy 
McRae-McMahon on the Uniting 
Church and Denise Sulli van on the life 
and times of Lord H<llifax and Abbe 
Portal- grea t servants of unity. 

I 
Christian Unity: An ecumenical \ 

l 
second spring? Michael Hurley SJ. 
Dublin: Veritas, 1998. 

This work by a veteran Iri sh ecu
menist is a coliection of old , updated 
and new papers divided into three 
main topics; Ecumenical Vision, 
Ecumenical Issues and Ecumenical 
Initia tives. Although dealing w ith a 
nu mber of Irish issues of ecumenism, 
the Ji\'ely personal, story telling style, 
especially in the third section, is 
en gaging and encouragin g. His article 
on "Ecumenical Tithing" is both pro
phetic and practical. 
Introduction to Ecwnenism. Jeffrev 
Gros, Eamon McManus and Ani'1 
Riggs New York: Paulist Press, 1998. 
542.50. 

PRODUCTION: KAIROS PUBLICATIONS TELEPHONE: 9926 5761 

This is, as the ti tle suggests, a general 
inb·oducti on to ecumenis m wri tten from 
a Roman Ca tholic perspective. It is an 
American work although genera l 
enough to serve an Australian reader, 
especially with Gideon Goosen's work, 
Bri11gi11g Clmrclzes Together. Newto n, 
NSW: E J Dwyer, 1993, a1so beside yo u. 

Chapter headings include, H istory of 
Ecu menisnc, Catholic Ecumenica l 
Documentation, Theology of Ecumen
ism, Ecumenical Principles, Ecumenical 
Forma tion, Reception o f In ter-Church 
Dia logues, the \A,Iorld Council of 
Churches and a su rvev of curren t 
rela tions between the Roman Catholic 
and other major Christian communities . 
The chapter on Evangelica l and Pente
cos tal communities is especially interest
ing. It conc ludes with a chapter on 
practical ecumenical issues. Recom
mended. 


