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Mount Waverley Inter-Church Council Challenges Pokies Goliath 

A few weeks before Christmas last year the Mount Waverley 
community discovered that a proposed "Family Restaurant 
and Entertainment Centre" to be located in a closed Safeway 
supermarket at the focal point of Hamilton Place was in fact 
to be a pub and I 00 pokies. From this point the Interchurch 
Council became the major player in opposing the 
development working in conjunction with the Chamber of 
Commerce and the Ratepayers ' Association . 

The extent of the opposition has been without precedent. 
Monash Council received over 4000 petitions and 1140 
opposing letters, the great bulk of the letters being 
individually worded responses. The proponents, who put out 
a glossy document in letterboxes, managed a mere 12 positive 
responses to Council. A public meeting arranged at short 
notice and held. on a Monday at 6.00 pm a couple of weeks 
before Christmas attracted 1400 people. After the Council 
rejected the proposal the proponents predictably appealed to 
the Administrative Appeals Tribunal. A further meeting prior 
to the start of this hearing filled the local Catholic Church 
with some 600 people attending. The hearing itself was 

chaotic at the start with the hearing room jammed with people 
and big attendances throughout the six day hearing. The 
president of the hearing acknowledged that the extent of 
community involvement in opposition was without precedent. 

Despite all this the AAT found for the appellant, reflecting the 
law which is heavily weighted in favour of gaming machines. 
However, we have not given up. We are continuing to lobby 
politicians and are holding another public meeting. 

This whole process has dragged on for ten months so far and 
at times we despair that it has inevitably eroded some of our 
other ICC activities. However it has brought the churches 
closer together and it has, I believe, put the churches in a 
favourable light as activists in the community. 

At a time when community control over its own affairs seems 
to be subject to constant erosion, I believe that ICC's can play 
a major role in recapturing this control. 

Allan Clausen, Secretary 

Dr Raiser of World Council of Churches at Rosebud 

Dr Raiser welcomes Archbishop Anastasios, primate of the 
A lbanian Orthodox Church into WCC membership. In 
Albania the Church had previously been outlawed for nearly 
50 years. 

In November this year, the Rev. Dr Konrad Raiser, the Gen
eral Secretary ofthe World Council of Churches (WCC) will 
be in Victoria as part of an official visit to Australia. 

Born in 193 8 in Magdeburg, Germany, he was ordained a 
pastor of the Evangelical (Lutheran) Church in 1964. Since 
then he has pursued further studies, taught in theological 
colleges and been a parish assistant pastor. 

His extensive involvement with the WCC began in 1969. 
He assumed leadership of the Council in January 1993 . 

During his time in Australia he will be meeting with Heads of 
Churches, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, and 
with local supporters of WCC work. He will also be 
discussing plans for the next WCC General Assembly to be 
held in Harare, Tanzania in 1998. 

Dr Raiser will be a special guest at the Victorian Council of 
Churches Annual General Meeting to be held at Rosebud on 
the weekend ofNovember 22-23 . He will be preaching at the 
Assembly's worship. All welcome. This will be an important 
opportunity to listen and speak with a person who is deeply 
involved with the Ecumenical Movement at a global level. 
Christians from many communities will be eager to speak 
with him. 



Christians, Jews and the Torah 

On August 18 over 120 persons listened with rapt attention to 
three speakers on the TORAH. Rabbi Philip Heilbrunn held 
his audience spellbound as he explained to a mixed audience 
what Torah means to the believing Jew. Although his topic 
was TORAH AND JUDAISM, he explained that his preferred 
title would have been TORAH IS JUDAISM and his 
unfolding of the all-pervading influence of the Torah was a 
delight to hear. He was followed by Rev. Prof. Frank 
Moloney, SB who spoke to us of JESUS AND TORAH. He 
captivated his audience by outlining the role of the four 
evangelists in the writing of the Gospels as we have them 
today and proceeded to develop convincingly his thesis that 
Jesus never denied the Torah, nor told his followers- all Jews 
- to abandon it. 

The third speaker of the day, Rev. Brendan Byrne, SJ, Rector 

of Jesuit Theological College, presented what was perhaps the 
most controversial paper of the day - PAUL AND THE 
TORAH. This excellent scholar outlined Christian 
scholarship of the last century or so to demonstrate the 
development of our understanding of the Pauline literature in 
the Christian Scriptures. He then showed clearly that, when 
Paul in his writings seems to be against the Torah, what he is 
really saying is that Torah observance was not required of 
those Gentiles who were being drawn into Christianity and 
whose big question was: If the Gentiles want to follow the 
teaching of Jesus the Jew, do they first have to become Jews
become circumcised, adopt all the prescriptions of the Torah? 
The answer to the Gentile dilemma as we find it in Paul is a 
clear NO! 

Sr Margaret Galvin 

Nostra-Aetate Celebration 

The Sub-Committee for Jewish-Christian Relations of the 
EAC invites you to celebrate the 30th Anniversary ofNostra
Aetate, the Vatican document on Jewish-Christian relations. 
The gathering will include presentations, a light meal and 
concluding ritual. 

It will be held at Santa Maria Centre, Northcote on Sunday, 
30th November 1997. Time: 5.30 - 9.00 pm. Further 
information phone Clare O'Callaghan on 9836 2571 or EAC 
office. 
All Welcome. 

Brian Sculley R I P : of East Thornbury Parish 

Brian Sculley died suddenly on the 24th of July, just five days 
after attending the Kevin Pethebridge Memorial Dinner at 
Xavier College. 

Brian was a "faith-filled" visionary. He had an inquiring mind 
and a deep sense of social justice that enabled him to address 
the challenging questions related to his faith and the future 
directions of the church. Brian's big heartedness embraced 
both Christian and non-Christian alike (see his article in the 
last EAC bulletin). 

His commitment to ecumemsm involved him m the 

Northcote/Thornbury Inter-Church Council where he 
represented his parish of Holy Spirit, East Thornbury. Brian 
had a deep pride in his parish and the clergy who served there 
over his many years. In later years his interest and concern 
included the needs and rights of the local aboriginal 
community at Thornbury. 

We give thanks for Brian 's jovial and gentle presence at our 
ecumenical gatherings over the years. Also for the witness he 
gave to ecumenism through his many and varied activities and 
to the generosity and vision through which he sought to bring 
about unity in all people. Rest in peace Brian Sculley. 
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Catholic, Islamic and Buddhist Speakers at Inter-Faith and Cultural 
Conference, Melbourne, Late July 

Cardinal Arinze, in his keynote address, acknowledged the 
fact of religious diversity in society, and yet affirmed that 
social cohesion is necessary. Certain elements contribute to 
social cohesion, mutual knowledge, acceptance, tolerance and 
collaboration, respect for religious freedom (Vat. II 
Declaration Religious Freedom, especially par 2). Also 
necessary is the building of trust and a desirable flexibility in 
inculturating religion. 

The role of Government is vital in promoting social harmony 
and protecting citizens' rights ( 1948 Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights). This involves respect for the common good. 
He indicated. that religious leaders have their role to play. 
Firstly, an inspirational role , showing by word and example 
that they accept others, respect their conscience and 
demonstrate a readiness to cooperate with them. Secondly, we 
should live by what most religions espouse, we, as Christians 
call 'the golden rule'. A further change to religious leaders is 
to encourage interreligious collaboration. 'Religion would 
evaporate into arid philosophy if it did not grapple with 
concrete situations which people face in their ordinary day
to-day living.' 

His closing remarks seem very timely for our nation: 'While 
a few people are enough to cause tension, confusion and 
destruction, the cooperation of all is needed in order to 
promote lasting development, justice and peace. There are 
problems and challenges which do not respect religious 
frontiers. There are development questions which no one 
religious community can solve single-handedly. These 
challenges are best faced when all believers, drawing from the 
highest ideals of their respective religions, work together to 
find adequate solutions.' 

'In the midst of a plurality of religions, it is possible for 
societies to live in harmony and, indeed, to become enriched. 
But this desirable result is not automatic. (It has to be worked 
at!) It requires the cooperation of all , and especially religious 

leaders and policy makers.' That this will be achieved is our 
hope and prayer. 

Dr Adamou Njoya, from Cameroon, member of the Islamic 
Conference and President of World Conference on Religion 
and Peace, outlined a global picture as we approach the year 
2000. He saw the new millennium as potentially one of peace 
and convergence, through a common commitment to moral 
and spiritual values, with more institutions (and religions!) 
looking to usher in that era. Religious diversity itself he saw 
as a manifestation of God. .. . It was Dr Njoya who 
spontaneously broke into his 'other' language (French), 
expressing a prayer of hope. 

From a theravada Buddhist perspective. 
Yen. Dr Mettanando Bhikkhu, adviser to World Conference 
on Religion and Peace, and to the United Nations, presented 
an approach to rights and responsibilities in a pluralistic 
world. He outlined the more conventional Buddhist 'passive 
response' to society's demands, arising from the principles of 
'impermanence' and 'karma' , and the logic of dependent 
causality which leads to non-involvement. He than put 
forward an alternative perspective, based on the 'Mangala 
sutta', or 'good omen.' This is not a new form of Buddhism, 
but a system of interpretation which shows the 
interconnection of the conventional teaching with practical 
application and response in daily life and society. Through the 
lens of ' Mangala Buddhism', the whole human society is seen 
as advancing into the future as it accumulates its 
'commonwealth' of morality. 

Margaret Mooney 

Melbourne Ecumenical Affairs Commission is facing these 
Inter-Faith questions, thanks to Australian Multicultural 
Foundation, the World Conference on Religion and Peace, 
and our local delegates Mrs Margaret Mooney (Noble Park) 
and Fr Gonzalo Munos (St Francis Church, Melbourne). 

Summer School Is About Worship and Unity 

The 25th Ecumenical Summer School (Jan 30 to Feb 1), with 
Worshipping Towards Unity as its theme, has visiting 
speakers from Philadelphia. Dr Gail Ramshaw, scholar of 
Liturgical language and Professor of Religion at La Salle 
University, has written Christ in Sacred Speech (Fortress 
Press 1985) and God Beyond Gender (Augsberg Fortress 
Press 1995). 

Rev. Dr Gordon Lathrop, Professor of Practical Theology and 
Chaplain at the Lutheran Theological Seminary in 
Philadelphia is author of Holy Things: A Liturgical Theology 
(Fortress Press 1993) and writes in the WCC publication, So 
We Believe, So We Pray (1996). 

Workshops will focus on use of space, symbol, music and art 
in Worship. Application forms from EAC office. 

Australian Church Women 

Recently retired co-editor of the Ecumenical Bulletin, 
Barbara Lacy from Cheltenham Parish, has not let the grass 
grow under her feet. She was recently appointed as a 
Victorian National Representative to Australian Church 

Women, as well as one of the ACW delegates to the 
forthcoming Asian Church Women's Conference to be held in 
Chang Mai, Thailand in November 1998 (40th Anniversary 
Conference). 



An Ecumenical Pilgrimage 

On May 11, four people left Melbourne for Europe on what 
would become an exciting encounter with many ecumenical 
groups and occasions. Margy Dahl and Jeff Wild, 
accompanied by their youngest two daughters Freya, 11 and 
Kari, 7 were on route to Trondheim, third largest City in 
Norway, to join the celebrations marking one thousand years 
of Christianity in Norway. However, it was to take ten weeks 
to get there. 

On the way they stopped for one week each at Iona and Taize. 
They, also had very special ecumenical times in Oslo, 
Kirkwall, Dunblane, Pilsdon and London. At Iona, a mystical 
and misty island off the west coast of Scotland, they joined 
about 120 people in a celebration of Columba Week. This 
marked the 1400th anniversary of the death of Columba, a 
famous monk, missionary and king-maker of the sixth 
century. Gathered for this week of worship, prayer, study, 
pilgrimage and fellowship were people from the Churches of 
England, Scotland and Ireland, the Roman Catholic Church, 
the Uniting Church in Australia, and a Japanese Church. They 
left with a strong awareness of the presence of God in nature 
and the attentiveness of the Iona Community. 

The week at Taize is usually attended by about 3000 people 
mostly between eighteen and thirty, though some provision is 
made for families and older single people. The intention is to 
experience a week of meditative prayer, study, work and 
fellowship in a spirit of unity with people of many different 

Around the Synods 

The Lutheran Church of Australia voted at Synod on October 
2 to join the National Council of Churches of Australia. 
National President, Dr Lance Steicke said: "We are more 
enriched and much better equipped to take our place 
alongside other Chri stian churches in our mission to the 
Australian community." This 12th General Synod addressed 
women 's ordination, the place of aborigines, sexual abuse and 
use of the new Australian Hymn Book. 

The Uniting Church 
of Australia at its 8th 
Assembly, July 1997, 
accepted to engage in 
on-going dialogue 
with the Jewish 
Community. 

ECUlVIENICAL BULLETIN 

Your further help would be appreciated in passing on the 
Ecumenical Bulletin to assistant priests, pastoral associates 
members of your community or anyone interested in 
ecumenism. 

Thanking you 

The Editors 
Ecumenical Bulletin 
PO Box 146 
EAST MELBOURNE 3002 

cultures and parts of the Christian church. The variety of 
languages and viewpoints makes for a rich and fascinating 
time. 

The family arrived in Trondheim in time for the celebrations 
of St Olaf's day and the four 'Norwegian Church Days' . 
Because of the significance ofTrondheim to Christianity in 
Norway and as a pilgrimage centre for much of Britain and 
northern Europe, the services, seminars, concerts, displays 
and celebrations were attended by people from all the 
populated continents. There were Lutherans from USA, 
Greenland, Iceland and the Faroes, Catholic bishops from the 
Sudan and Rome, clergy and laity from Argentina and 
Guatemala, Britain, France, Denmark, Germany and Russia, 
and one family from Australia. The celebrations were 
conducted in a wonderful spirit of cooperation, excellent 
organisation, dedication and a high standard of culture. 

In all of these places children were not only acknowledged 
but given a prominent place. The family returned from their 
memorable trip with many mementos and addresses. Most 
importantly, they have gained a strong sense that God is doing 
many exciting things and bringing Christians together to 
serve and worship in ways that honour their diversity and 
enhance their unity. 

Jeff Wild, EAC 

Worshipping 
Toward Unity 

Twenty-Fifth Ecumenical Summer School 

StMary s College, University of Melbourne 

Friday, January 30 to Sunday, Februmy 1, 1998 

Keynote addresses 
Dr Gail Ram shaw Professor of Relig ion, La Salle 
University, Philadelphia 

Rev Dr Gordon Lathrop Professor of Practical 
Theology (Liturgy), Lutheran Theological Seminary, 
Philadelphia 

Workshops Worship 
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