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Diocese of Sandhurst 
COMMISSION RESTRUCTURE 

B ecause of the size of the diocese and the way the popu
lation centres are distributed, the work of the Sandhurst 
Diocesan Ecumenical Commission has always experi

enced constraints on its effectiveness. These constraints have 
been felt mainly in its ability to reach all areas . 

A decision to devise a new structure that would disperse the 
reach of the Commission to the parishes where the real ecu
menical work was seen to be taking place, was taken early in 
1996. A structural plan based on the three Deaneries was first 
approved by the Council of Priests and then given the go
ahead by Bishop Daly. 

The plan is a simple one. It seeks to set up a committee in each 
Deanery with the task of promoting ecumenical activity and 
understanding in its region. These committees will be over
seen by a small Diocesan Commission, answerable to the 
Bishop and strongly representative of the Deaneries. The 
Commission will also contain representatives of key diocesan 
pastoral agencies that have a direct interest in ecumenism. 

A document outlining all the final details has been drafted and 
is soon to be presented to the Bishop for his approval. This 
document is based closely on the terms of the Directory For 
the Application and Norms of Ecumenism (sections 41 to 
45) and spells out the tasks and responsibilities of the 
Commission and the Deanery committees. It also makes sug
gestions for meeting atTangements and for financial provision 
for the Commission's activities . One of the tasks of the newly 
formed Commission will be to guide the diocese into member
ship of the Victorian Council of Churches. 

Progress so far has seen the formation of a committee in the 
Goulbum Valley Deanery. An inaugural meeting is scheduled 

for Bendigo early in March. The North Eastern Deanery will 
be moving fairly soon, although a date is still to be decided. 
While it is expected that getting the whole scheme running 
will occupy the entire year, it offers hope for a more effective 
diocesan ecumenical influence in the future . 

TERTIARY CHAPLAINCY 
Bendigo campus of Latrobe University has been served by an 
ecumenical chaplaincy team drawn from the Anglican, Uniting 
and Catholic traditions. Sr. Mary Ryan and Sr. Val Dunn rep
resent the Catholic component of the team. 

The need for a strong chaplaincy presence at the university has 
frequently been spoken of by Sr. Mary. The inability of the 
cunent team to cope with all the needs they could see and the 
necessity for some form of extra help to maintain a full-time 
presence was clear to the whole team. 

Competent volunteers, prepared to spend a few hours a week 
was seen as a possible answer. Some of the newly graduated 
students from the Diploma of Pastoral Formation offered a 
ready source of Catholic recruits and the other churches were 
also able to find suitable volunteers. A program of training and 
orientation as a fully integrated ecumenical team has begun 
and Sr. Mary, who is the team co-ordinator is showing signs of 
great optimism about the plan. 

Developments will be watched with great interest, not least by 
the C.C.T.I. (Council For Chaplaincy Services in Tertiary 
Institutions) Meeting the social and spiritual needs of tertiary 
students offers an enormous challenge to the faith and values 
of a whole generation. 

(BILL LOMAS) 

Week of Prayer 

for Christian Unity 

1997 
I n 1997 the theme for the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is based on the words of St 

Paul to the young Christian community in Corinth, in which he speaks of the gift of recon
ciliation which has been received from Christ to be shared and proclaimed to the world. 

11th- 18th May 

We entreat you 011 behalf of Christ 

Be Reconciled to God 
2 Corinthians 5.15-20 

The Week of Prayer is observed in the northern hemisphere during January, and on the closing 
day, Pope John Paul II said "The Christian community is on the way towards reconciliation and 
full communion in faith, sacraments and ministry. Today relations between Christians are in 
fact more fraternal. We note that there is better knowledge of one another, more attentive 
respect and increasing co-operation in strengthening understanding and brotherhood . 
Nevertheless, there remain doctrinal and practical differences which impede full communion. 
Dialogue must therefore be intensified and the commitment to prayer be further developed." 19 
January, 1997. 

Some ideas to assist planning NOW:- 1. A Week of Guided Prayer, Introduced to Australia by 
Fr Gerard Hughes S.J. , and very successful in local parishes. Information from E.A.C. Office. 
2. Focus on PENTECOST as an ecumenical event. Contact local churches for possible activi
ties , e.g. joint liturgy, visit another parish. 3. Binnap Workshop (Reconciliation) run by 
Catholic Aboriginal Ministry. Contact Sr Margaret Hill IBVM at the Ministry. 

Resources, including a computer disc for Liturgy and Daily Guide are available from 
Ecumenical Resource and Learning Centre, Level 4, Causeway House, 306 Lt Collins Street, 
Melbourne, 3000. Telephone 9650 4511. 



From the E.A.C. Newsdesk 

CONGRATULATIONS: 
..... to Mrs. Marie McCann, Catholic delegate to the N.S.W. 
Unit of Australian Church Women, who was awarded the 
OAM on Australia Day . 

..... to Interchurch Cable Television (ICTV) who won an 
award for the best investigation of social issues in its pro
gram "NEXUS" broadcast on Optus vision community 
channel, 'Local Vision' Channel 50. ICTV is an ecumenical 
Church venture, whose members include the Anglican 
Diocese of Melbourne, the Catholic Diocese of Melbourne 
and the Uniting Church, Synod of Victoria. 

WELCOME: 
... .. to Sr Trish Madigan O.P. who visited the EAC Office 
recently. Trish will soon be taking up a full time position 
with the Ecumenical Commission in Sydney following her 
return from 12 months study at the Irish School of 
Ecumenics. 

..... to Fr G Munoz S.S.S. who recently joined the Melbourne 
Ecumenical Affairs Commission. 

WORKING & PRAYING TOGETHER: 
..... Members of churches in Highett/Cheltenham visited 
Belgrave recently to listen to people who had suffered in the 
recent bush fires in the Dandenongs .... 

Mount Waverley/Chadstone Inter Church Council reports 
that fifteen local churches of all denominations joined with 
residents and shopkeepers and successfully opposed plans 
for a gambling complex for the Mount Waverley Hamilton 
Place shopping centre ... Fr Frank Moloney SDB visited 
Shepparton late February to speak to Anglican, Catholic 
and Uniting Church clergy on the Lectionary readings from 
the Gospel of Mark for this year. His visit also included a 
public lecture attended by approx. 160 local people ... mes-
sage - Jesus never fails His failing disciples ... At an 
Ecumenical Service in November to celebrate St Joan of 
Arc parish's 75th Anniversary, the Homily was delivered by 
Rev Terry Trewavas, of St Leonard's Uniting Church , 
Brighton. Fr. Michael McEntee, Brighton Parish Priest, 
reports of shared Lenten reflections, and an ecumenical 
Way of the Cross on Good Friday. 

.... Mrs Margaret Watson (UCA), World Day of Prayer State 
Committee member, visited St Brendan's Parish , 
Flemington, to speak at one of the weekly Lenten services 
recently .... Victorian Council of Churches held an 
Ecumenical Worship Service on Feb. 22 to mark the visit of 
His Holiness Karekin 1, Supreme Patriarch and Catholicos 
of all Armenians at Wesley Church, Melbourne. His 
Holiness said he was pleased this visit to his Armenian con
gregation included an ecumenical service. "We do not live 
in isolation, but share one gospel, one church. Inter-relative
ness is part of our world today." He noted "a great advance 
since 1987 with the Roman Catholic church joining the 
National Council of Churches. In the year 2001, the 
Armenian Church will celebrate its 1700th anniversary. Its 
young people will visit Armenia, not to dwell on the past, 
but be inspired by the witness of the past for the future. " 

Warrandyte/Park Orchards Interchurch Council reports a 
most successful Carols service attending by over 1000 in 
perfect weather. 

REST IN PEACE ..... REV SHANE O'CONNOR O'CARM 
We were saddened at the death of Shane O'Connor. He was 
actively involved in ecumenism through the South Port Inter
Church Council when he was Parish Priest of Middle Park. He 
developed close friendships with local ministers after welcom
ing them to meals I meetings in his home. The groups activi
ties included projects for the homeless and unemployed, and 
one of the programmes was "Meals for the Needy". Eternal 
rest grant unto him, 0 Lord. 

SUB-COMMITTEE FOR CATHOLIC/JEWISH 
RELATIONS 

The calendar of events for 1997 comprises four bus tours to 
the Jewish Institutions of Melbourne. Departure is from the 
"Shalom" Centre for Christian/Jewish Relations , 179 Cotham 
Road, Kew, at 9.30 a.m. 

The tour includes a visit to the Holocaust Centre, the Beth 
Weizmann Community Centre, where lunch will be served, 
and the Melbourne Hebrew Congregation Synagogue. The 
visit to the Jewish Museum of Victoria is a morning tour only, 
and includes a visit to the neighbouring St Kilda Orthodox 
Synagogue. The dates are:- April 7, July 14, September 15 
and November 17. 

On Wednesday, May 7, we gather to pray as Christians and 
repent for our part in Jewish suffering that culminated in The 
Holocaust. The fourth Shoah Memorial Service will be held in 
the Newman College Chapel at Melbourne University at 8p.m. 

A day for Christian Jewish reflection and celebration of the 
Vatican II document "Nostra Aetate" is planned for October. 

Our monthly meetings will workshop the notion of Jubilee in 
Jewish understanding and in the Hebrew Scriptures to facili
tate our preparation for the Pope 's mandate to celebrate the 
Great Jubilee in the year 2000, the year of the new millenni
um. 

THE COUNCIL OF CHRISTIANS & JEWS 
Three lectures on Passover will be held from 5.30- 7p.m. on 

April 2- "Passover in the Hebrew Scriptures" (Rev. Prof. 
Howard Wallace) 

April 9- "Passover in post-Biblical Judaism" (Rabbi Bert 
Mond) 

April 16 - "Passover and The Last Supper" (The Rev. Anne 
Amos) 

Inquiries - Sr Mary Lotton nds, telephone 9817 3848 

We invite as many as possible to participate in these important 
events. 

Clare O'Callaghan .............. 
MANY FAITHS, ONE PEOPLE 

Tours of Places of Worship, City of Greater Dandenong, will 
take place on the following Wednesdays, 9.30a.m. - 3p.m. -
April 9, June 11 , July 30, September 10, October 29. For 
bookings, please contact Joyce Rebeiro 9239 5105. 
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start on Friday January 31, when a packed audience at in attendance. A major address situating the theme,__,~ 
the Copland Theatre, Melbourne University, heard the in the Australian context was given by Dr David 

keynote address by Elizabeth A. Johnson CSJ. Over five hun- Tacey of LaTrobe University, author of Edge of the Sacred. Dr 
dred attended this public lecture, at which the American the- Tacey also gave us a taste of his forthcoming book, which 
ologian spoke on 'Theology of Mother Earth: A Challenge to focuses on men's spirituality. Other highlights included a 
Spirituality'. revealing workshop of 'Spirituality and Australian Politics' by 
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Is: The Mystery of God in Feminist Theological Discourse, and sh?p presented by the ArchdiOcese s Abongmal Catholic 
we were in expert hands during her lecture. Her presentation Mmistry. 
built on her most recent publication, Women, Earth and Creator 
Spirit, arguing forcefully for the importance of a renewed theol
ogy and spirituality that reclaimed the truth that the whole 
world, and indeed the entire cosmos, is God's good creation. 
She used the image of the three-legged stool to recall the early 
Christian theologian's practice of saying that theology deals 
with the three major areas of God, humanity, and the natural 
world: if any of the trio are neglected, the other two are 
incomplete. 
The Summer School program, which had the theme 'Eruthing 
Spirituality: Contemporary Challenges to Faith', resumed on 

The Summer School is held each year at the end of January, 
and next yeru· will celebrate its twenty-fifth year. For further 
details, or to be added to the mailing list, contact the 
Ecumenical Affairs Commission, 406 Albert St, East 
Melbourne 3002, telephone (03) 9662 1962. 

KEVIN MARK 
(reprinted with permission from Kairos) 

N.B. Tapes of keynote address by Elizabeth A Johnson and 
other presentations are available by phoning Steven Seker on 
(03) 9705 1044. 

Called to One Hope - the Gospel in Diverse Cultures 

T he original theme was "Gospel and Cultures". Later 
another theme, "the Hope in the Gospel" , was added to 
the original theme. The Conference aimed to understand 

better the way in which the gospel challenges all human cul
tures and how culture can give us a clearer understanding of 
the gospel. Interaction between gospel and cultures was dis
cussed from the four angles: Authentic witness within each 
culture, Gospel and identity in community, Local congrega
tions in pluralistic societies, One gospel - diverse expressions. 

Through the discussion, the relationship between the gospel 
and culture was redefined: "The gospel neither becomes cap
tive to a culture nor becomes alienated from it, but each chal
len ges and illuminates the other". (See the Conference 
Message, Document 12). 

There were several points emphasised by this Conference: 

• We need to constantly seek the insight of the Holy Spirit in 
helping us to better discern where the gospel challenges, 
endorses or transforms a particular culture. 

• The biblical witness is our starting point and reference for 
mission and gives us the sense of our own identity. 

• We respect expression of the gospel by each culture - espe
cially when indigenous people try hard to make connections 
between their spirituality and Christian faith. 

• Equal participation and self-expression of oppressed/margin
alised/discriminated people including youth and women in 
the life of their community. 

• Local congregations are called to be places of hope, provid
ing spaces of safety and trust to different people, thus mani
festing the inclusive love of God. 

• Catholicity of a church is enhanced by the quality of the rela
tionship between it and churches of other traditions and cul
tures. Competitiveness and aggressive evangelism are ways 
to undermine Christian mission. 

In general, expression of the gospel by individual culture espe
cially by indigenous people was encouraged. Also the diversi
ty in enculturation of the gospel in particular cultures was very 
much emphasised. 

One thing I felt was missed out from this conference is "the 
unity" in diversity. There are many mono-ethnic countries. For 
those countries, the diversity in the expressions of the gospel 
must be encouraged and respected. But can we apply the same 
emphasis to the communities in multiracial countries, such as 
Canada, Great Britain, France, Germany, Netherlands, New 
Zealand, USA or Australia? At present these multiracial coun
tries are struggling with many individual cultural value sys
tems existing in one community. The conference talked about 
human dignity and the equal participation of oppressed and 
marginalised people including migrants and refugees. "The 
unity" factor- a balanced, harmonious and sharing community 
with people of differnt traditions, cultures and faiths was not 
adequately dealt with in this conference. 

I believe the multicultural church is a foretaste of the ultimate 
church. The early church was multicultural, Jesus was con
stantly working within multicultural communities, and the 
church of Revelation 7:9 is multicultural. Since World War II, 
some western countries have been accepting a number of 
migrants and refugees. This has made those economically sta
ble western countries of Christian tradition multiracial, multi
cultural and multireligious. Accordingly the churches in those 
countries are becoming multicultural churches serving the plu
ralistic community. This is not a simple transitional phenome
non. I hope the issue of "the unity" in a multicultural com
munity being harmonious life with people of different cul
tures in one community will be one of the next major tasks 
the Commission on World Mission and Evangelism will deal 
with. 



International News 

Recent months have seen three significant ecu
menical meetings take place in Rome. 

In December 1996, His Holiness Pope John Paul II 
was visited by George Carey, Archbishop of 
Canterbury and Primate of the Anglican Communion. 

It appears to some, that the fruitful theological dialogue 
between Anglicans and Roman Catholics initiated in 1970, 
has slowed down almost to a halt. In particular, because of 
developments such as the ordination of women in parts of the 
Anglican Communion to the Presbyterate and the Episcopate. 

The common declaration, signed by the Pope and the 
Archbishop, acknowledges these difficulties, but affirms the 
work of the international dialogue group, ARCIC. They 
encourage greater analysis, reflection and response of all the 
ARCIC documents written so far and support the present work 
of Arcic on the teaching authority of the Church - a crucial 
issue. 

The primates declaration takes on a certain urgency when they 
both underline the significance of the coming celebration of 
the Millennium; 

"We encourage Anglican and Catholics, with all their 
Christian brothers and sisters, to pray, celebrate and witness 
together in the Year 2000. We make this call in a spirit of 
humility, recognizing that credible witness will only be fully 
given when Anglicans and Catholics, with all their Christian 
brothers and sisters, have achieved that full, visible unity that 
corresponds to Christ's prayer, "that they all may be one ... 
so that the world may believe" (John 17:21) 11 Dec. 1996" 

Also in December and later in January, the Pope received two 
of the leaders of the Armenian Apostolic Church, His 
Holiness Karekin I Sarkissian, Patriarch (who visited 

Australia in February) and Catholics of all Armenians 
and Aram I Keshishian, Catholicos of Cilicia. The 
ancient Oriental Orthodox Community has a Bishop 
and several Parishes in Australia. 

Our dialogue with this community is especially signifi
cant because they did not formally accept the teaching of 

the council of Chalcedon (451 ad) which asserted that Christ 
is one person in two natures , undivided and unconfused. 
Today, however, it is widely recognized that the 
Christological differences are only verbal, and that both par
ties profess the same faith in Christ using different formulas. 

The common declaration signed by the Pope and the 
Catholicos, Aram I Keshishian, alluded to theological dia
logue that has revealed this unity of faith in Christ despite dif
ferent theological language used to describe this faith; 

"For two millenniums, unity of faith in Jesus Christ, God's 
gift, was maintained as essential, despite Christological and 
ecclesiological controversies which were frequently based on 
historical, political or sociocultural factors." 

This communion of faith, already affirmed in recent decades 
by their predecessors during their meetings, was solemly reaf
firmed recently at the meeting of His Holiness John Paul II 
with His Holiness Catholicos Karekin I, on 5 Feb, 1997. 

Sometimes you hear people complain that ecumenism from 
the "grassroots" needs to lead the work of the "Higher Ups" 
who are cautiously dragging their feet. Not so. Very encourag
ing initiatives are happening among the "Higher Ups". The 
truth, of course, is that all levels, all people, need to bend their 
differing talents to work together for the sake of the unity of 
Christ's Church 

(FR. DENIS STANLEY) 

Jubilee 2000 - The Third Millennium 

I n preparation for the year of Great Jubilee, Bishop Michael 
Putney (Brisbane), the National Convenor for the Bishops' 
Conference, stresses that the ecumenical dimension of both 

the preparation and the celebration were a dominant feature of 
the Rome planning meeting which he attended. The Pope has 
directed us to ensure that the major celebration in any place in 
the Year 2000 itself would be a Pan-Christian or Ecumenical 
one, even though each Church will have its own way of cele
brating as well. 

It is also important that we dialogue with other Churches now 
so that we can prepare together. The religious dimension 
should also inelude dialogue with other faiths. For example, 
we have much to learn about the Jewish understanding of 
Jubilee. It is also of vital importance that as Christians we 
show a united front to any civic or government bodies that are 
preparing events for the year, and work with them when 
appropriate. 

Here in the Melbourne Archdiocese, little formal planning has 
taken place as yet, although several meetings chaired by 
Bishop Connors have had discussion on possible strategies for 
the Archdiocese during the next three years. Presently a com
mittee is being set up that will include Fr Charles Portelli and 
Bishop Connors as well as representatives from other Church 
bodies including the Ecumenical Commission. 

For parishes who may be focussing on Jesus during 1997, an 
excellent resource is available. Prepared by the Perth 
Archdiocese, it is titled "The Year of Jesus", and presents 
seven Scripture pmtraits of Jesus for reflection and discussion 
(Small groups etc.) It is an A4 coloured booklet. Price $3 or 
$2.50 bulk. 

Contact: Catholic Church Office, Victoria Square, Perth, 
6000, phone (09) 325 9177. 
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