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ARCHBISHOP LITTLE: 
THANKYOU 

The Ecumenical Affairs Commission of the Catholic 
Archdiocese of Melbourne is now thirty years old. Most of 
those years have linked it with Archbishop Little. As Dean 
of St Patrick's Cathedral and later as an auxiliary Bishop of 
the Archdiocese he took and active interest in Ecumenism 
and hence in the work of our Commission. And for twenty 
two years, as Archbishop, he has been an enthusiastic leader 
in the ecumenical field. The various significant events in the 
life of our Commission reflect this interest, and it is suffi
cient to name a few such as the entry of the Archdiocese into 
Membership of the Victorian Council of Churches, the annu
al Summer School on Ecumenism, the service of welcome 
for the Archbishop of Canterbury in St Patrick's Cathedral 
and the setting up of the Unity Chapel. In addition, 
Archbishop Little has been a regular attender of Commission 
meetings or functions that have been specially arranged for 
educational or similar purposes. It was he who sought to 
have the Ecumenical segment of Pope John Paul II's visit to 
Australia held in Melbourne. 

He has also been involved in significant areas on a wider 
scene, such as a long serving member of the National 
Bishop's Commission for Ecumenical and Inter Faith 

Relations. He has often attended the many Synods or 
Assemblies or Anniversaries of other Churches and has 
always been present when visiting dignitaries of other 
churches are here. And credit for the setting up of the Heads 
of Churches meetings must go jointly to him and to his close 
friend the late Archbishop Frank Woods. 

The writer of the history of the Melbourne Ecumenical 
Commission, Sister Mary Lou Moorhead, made the com
ment that "perhaps the most notable success (of the 
Commission) is in the area of friendship". Archbishop Little 
has been the one who has fostered and maintained that 
friendship by the leadership he has given based on his own 
enthusiasm for the bringing about of unity of Christians. Our 
Commission thanks him for his interest, encouragement, 
prayers and guidance and we know that in retirement he will 
continue to encourage us. 

Thankyou, Archbishop Frank Little. 

(Rev) Peter Kenny 
Chairman 

ECUMENICAL AFFAIRS COMMISSION 
ARCHDIOCESE OF MELBOURNE. 

OUR UKRAINIAN EPARCHY 
JOINS THE V.C.C. 

At the recent Annual General Meeting of the Victorian 
Council of Churches, the application for membership from 
Bishop Peter Stasiuk on behalf of the Eparchy (Diocese) of 
Ss Peter and Paul in Melbourne of the Ukrainian Catholic 
Church was approved. 

The Eparchy does not come into membership as a separate 
church in its own right, but is received in the same way as 
the Eparchy of the Melkite Catholic Church, already a mem
ber. The Roman Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne, 
Diocese of Ballarat, the Melkite Catholic Eparchy and the 
Ukrainian Catholic Eparchy are to be listed as the one fami
ly. 

We thank Sr S Baragry, Mrs N Palmer, Fr M Crawford, and 
Mr T Tierney for the many years of faithful service as dele
gates to the V.C.C. We join with the V.C.C. Assembly in 
acknowledging the work of the following Roman Catholic 
members of V.C.C. Commissions who have completed their 
term of six years:- Sr Jacinta Rice (Living Faiths & 
Community Relations), Mrs Anne Paul and Mr Reid Dodson 
(Local Ecumenism), and Mrs Imelda Ridge (Churches in 
Solidarity With Women). 

The V.C.C. Annual Meeting ratified appointments to their 
Commissions, and Catholic representatives include:-

Commission on Faith and Order: Frs D Stanley and B 
Finnegan, Sr M Jenkins. 

Living Faiths & Community Relations: Ms Vicky Walker, 
Dr Fiona Hill, Mrs M Mooney. 

Local Ecumenism: Mr G Ripon 

Social Questions: Sr A McPhee, Mr J de Groot, Mrs P Smit 

Youth Commission: Mr G Dowsey, Ms K Fogarty 

Churches in Solidarity With Women: Srs M Fields, M 
Kennen, Dr C Mews 

The Gospel & Cultures: Dr L Nemer, Mrs C O'Callaghan, 
Mrs C Carvalho. 

Ecumenical Housing Unit: Mr G Carter 



FROM THE E.A.C. NEWSDESK ..... 
• Welcome home ... .. to Fr Peter Kenny, E.A.C. Chairman, 

after his holiday overseas, interesting to hear of his visit 
to the ecumenical Iona Community, Taize etc. 

.. .. . also Sr MaryLou Moorhead, who is now winging her 
way to Butan to take up her appointment to the Jesuit 
Refugee Program. 

Welcome also to Mr David Shinnick of Adelaide, 
recently in Melbourne for a meeting, and we were 
pleased to learn Seaford Ecumenical Mission had 
opened and Services were held on Sunday, August 4. 
E.A.C. Commission Members will visit Seaford dming 
biennial National Meeting of Diocesan Ecumenical 
Commissions in Adelaide early October. 

o Well done .. .. . to Mr Bill Lomas of Sandhurst Diocese, Fr 
Denis Stanley and Ms Vicky Walker representing the 
Archdiocese at the second National Forum of the 
National Council of Churches in Australia. See report 
this issue. 

Congratulations too to Fr Peter Cross, P.P. Frankston, 
and member of A.R.C.I.C. who has been appointed 
Episcopal Vicar for the Southern Region. 

• The Victorian Council of Christian Education recent
ly celebrated 125 years of educational ministry affirmed 
by the following churches: The Anglican Church, The 
Baptist Union, The Churches of Christ, The 
Presbyterian Church, The Roman Catholic Church, The 
Salvation Army, The Uniting Church, and the Lutheran 
Church, as an Observer. Heads of Churches including 
our Emeritus Archbishop Sir Frank Little, attended a 
Service of Thanksgiving at Wesley Uniting Church on 
August 25 . Preacher, Bishop Andrew Curnow, spoke of 
the work of the Council and said that Christian educa
tion is at the heart of handing on the living tradition of 
our Faith. 

o Take a bow .... . Catholic representatives to VCC - 100% 
response to the VCC Annual General Meeting. 

o Cardinal Edward Cassidy, President of the Council for 
the Promotion of Cluistian Unity (Rome), has been holi
daying in Sydney, and was also present at the Mass of 
Reception for Archbishop G Pell recently. Together with 
E.A.C. Chairman, Fr P Kenny, he obviously enjoyed 
meeting and greeting the Heads of Churches and 
Ecumenical guests present on that evening. 

• OVERSEAS .. ... A new ecumenical institute for liturgy 
and mission is to open this month at Sarum College, 
Sailsbury, Wiltshire. Its first principal will be a Catholic 
Priest, Fr Christopher Walsh, of Shrewsbury diocese. 
The institute will offer courses in liturgy for all denomi
nations, and the staff of four will also travel to parishes 
to give advice and instructions. 

• A Joint Meeting of the Anglican and Roman Catholic 
Ecumenical Commissions was held at the E.A.C. Office 
in June. Rev D Stanley (E.A .C.) reported that 
AUSTARC met twice yearly at C.T.C. Clayton with six 
members of each church plus two A.R.C.I.C. representa
tives. Topics (both theological and practical) have 
included - 1. Ordained Ministry; 2. Commentary on 
Directory for Ecumenism; 3. Inter-Church Families; 4. 
Saints and the role of Mary; and 5. Prayer Day for 
Anglicans and Catholics. Bishop Stewart (Anglican) 

commented that AUSTRAC gathered in an atmosphere 
of firm friendship and understanding enabling a frank 
level of discussion. The constant pressure is dissemina
tion of information to the wider Church. A visit of the 
Archbishop of Canterbury to join with Melbourne 
Anglicans for their 150th Celebration is planned for July 
next year. 

o Brisbane ..... The Southern Queensland Theological 
Library was launched at the Downs Gallery, 
Toowoomba, by Christian Leaders and the President of 
the Queensland Jewish Board of Deputies. The project 
was initiated in July 1995 by the retired Anglican 
Bishop of Canberra-Goldbum, Dr Cecil Wanen, and has 
become incorporated, gained tax deductibility and 
secured housing at the Toowoomba City Library. 
Notable donations were from writer Monis West, books 
from a London publisher, and a collection of volumes of 
Jewish learning by the Jewish Board of Deputies 
President, Mr Laurie Rosenblum. Initially 1000 books 
will be housed in the library and the organisers ' aim is 
to keep the collection up to date. 

o Inter-Church Councils ..... Our Office welcomes min
utes/reports of your Council , and can recommend Fr 
Gonzalo Munoz s.s.s. as an interesting speaker follow
ing his recent course at the Irish School of Ecumenics. 
He can be contacted at St Francis'. 

squash indifference, 

squash criticism, 

squash gossip. 

Four rows of turnips: 
turn up for meetings, 

turn up with a smile, 

turn up with a friend, 

turn up and offer to help. 

Five r ows of lettuce: 



SECOND FORUM OF N.C.C.A. HELD IN BRISBANE 
The Fomm held at Grace College from 12-16 July attracted 
approximately 180 participants comprising Heads of 
Churches, Delegates of Member Churches, Delegates of 
State Ecumenical Bodies, Observers from non member 
Churches, NCCA Commissions and Networks, Ecumenical 
Organisations and special Guests. Catholic members of 
N.C.C.A. Executive include Cardinal E Clancy (Sydney), 
Sr Elizabeth Morris R.S.J. (Adelaide), Mrs Elizabeth 
Harrington (B1isbane) and Ms Denise Sullivan (Canberra). 

The agenda addressed many matters - reports and recom
mendations being high priority. An Indigenous Conference 
of Churches has been set up to act in full partnership with 
the N.C.C.A. An independent, ecumenical council would 
give the chance for self determination - which is "very rare 
for Aboriginal people". said Br Graeme Mundine. A Social 
Justice Network and Women and Gender Relationships 
Network were also set up. 

At worship at the Forum, the mantle, used at the 1994 
Service of Inauguration in Canberra, "covered" the congre
gation, and formed and arch for the entrance and departure. 
The Fomm concluded with Archbishop Keith Rayner and 
Cardinal Edward Clancy having their feet washed by two 
Aboriginal Christian Leaders, a visual reminder of our 
unity in Christ. The Revd Wali Fejo, Principal of 
Nungalinya College, and Revd Graham Paulson, 
Administrator of the Aboriginal Baptist Council, then had 
their feet washed in turn at the concluding service. 

We quote a message from NCCA President Archbishop 
Aghan Baliozian (Armenian Apostolic Church) .. ....... "The 

THEMES FOR 1997: 
7/3/97 

World Day of Prayer 
"Like a Seed Which 
Grows into a Tree" 

11/5/97- 18/5/97 
Week of Pray€r 

for Christian Unity 
"We entreat you 

en behalf of Christ. 
be reconciled to God" 

(2 Cor 5 :20) 
"' 

AVAILABLE FROM 
E.A.C. OFFICE: 

Contact Anne Paul (9662 1962) to arrange borrowing. 

Videos- **Household of God Conference Melbourne 1996 
** "Coming Together" studies in Christian Unity, 
Grace College, Queensland, July, 1996 (prior to NCCA 
Forum) comprising -

* History of Ecumenism 

* Principles and Approaches 
* Inter-Church Dialogue 
* Ecumenism the Wider Picture. 

Speakers include Bishop Michael Putney and Rev Robin Boyd. 

flame of the Spirit of unity experienced here can be very 
fragile, like a candle in the wind," he said. How should we 
respond? 

"Let us lower our voices so we can hear the only true 
voice of the Church, Jesus Christ. Let us lower our 
heads so we can perceive the only true head of the 
Church, Jesus Christ." 

1. Archbishop MarT Aphrem Aboodi (Syrian Orthodox Church) 
2. Mr Robert Leane (Churches of Christ) 
3. Archbishop Keith Rayner (Anglican) 
4. Brother Graeme Mundine (RC) 
5. Major Graham Harris (Salvation Army) 
6. Cardinal Edward Clancy (RC) 
7. Ms Jill Tabart (UCA) 
8. The Revd Wali Fejo (UCA) 
9. Ms Vicky Walker (RC) 
10. Archbishop Aghan Baliozian (Annenian Apostolic Church) 
11. Bishop Arthur Malcom (Anglican) 
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RADICAL CHOICES will be this 
year's One World Kit on Poverty. 

It is available from: 

National Council of Churches 

in Australia 

Private Bag 199, QVB Post Office 

SYDNEY NSW 2000 

Individual copies are free; 
multiple copies $2 each. 



TWENTY-FOURTH ANNUAL 
ECUMENICAL SUMMER SCHOOL 

JANUARY 31st- FEBRUARY 2nd 1997 
The 1997 Ecumenical Summer School, to be held at St 
Mary's College, University of Melbourne, has the theme 
"EARTHING SPIRITUALITY: Contemporary Challenges 
to Faith". 

The Ecumenical Summer School is a unique event in the life 
of the Church in Australia. It provides an opportunity for 
people to be formed and resourced from the Spirit filled 
adventure into Christian Unity. One of its great strengths is 
that it is offered primarily to local ecumenists. 

The experience of the weekend- of common prayer, of chal
lenging theological input, of creative andinteractive work
shops, of time for conversation and conviviality- is permeat
ed by the friendship and hospitality that forms the basis of 
our common endeavours. 

The Keynote Speakers for the '97 Summer School include 
Elizabeth A Johnson CSJ Professor of Theology, Fordham 
University, USA. Elizabeth is a very significant Roman 

Catholic Theologian and teacher whose book, "She Who Is; 
The Mystery of God in Feminist Theological Discourse" is 
considered to be one of the best works of feminist theology 
to date. Her cmcial question, "What is the right way to speak 
about God?" leads to a concern not only for the flourishing 
of humanity, but also for the wellbeing of the whole world. 
Her keynote address "Theology of Mother Earth: A 
Challenge to Spirituality" will set the scene for the weekend. 

Other speakers, who will explore this theme from their expe
rience, are Christable Chamarette, member of the Greens 
Party and former Senator in Federal Parliament, who brings 
a life-long commitment to social justice to her reflection, 
and Dr David Tacey from the School of English at La Trobe 
University. His exploration of the topic will earth it into our 
particular reality here in Australia. 

The Friday evening lecture is open to the public at a cost of 
$15. Further details are available from the E.A.C. Office, 
phone 9662 1962. Registration form available soon. 

BOOK 
REVIEW 

The HarperCollins Dictionary of Religion, Jonathan Z 
Smith, editor HarperSanFrancisco, hardcover, 1184 

pages, $69.95 
The HarperCollins Dictionary of Religion is the latest addi
tion to that publisher's first class library of religious refer
ence works that include, Harper's Bible Dictionary, 
Harper's Bible Commentary and most recently, The 
HarperCollins Encyclopedia of Catholicism, edited by 
Richard McBrien. It consists principally of 3200 entries, 
ranging from single paragraph definitions to articles of sev
eral pages, that present the major world religions, the reli
gions of traditional peoples, extinct religions of antiquity, 
and the new religious movements of our own times. 
For each of the major world religions and other key topics 
there is a feature article (eleven in all) that provides an 
extensive overview of the subject, and which incorporates 
maps, charts and other diagrams. These eleven major topics 
are Religions of Antiquity, Buddhism, Chinese Religion, 
Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, Japanese Religion, Judaism, 
New Religions, The Study of Religion, and Religions of 
Traditional Peoples. For each of these topics there are addi
tional articles that examine in specific detail related topics, 
most commonly 'art and architecture', 'authoritative texts 
and their interpretation', 'festal cycle', 'life cycle' and 
'thought and ethics'. These articles allow the reader to 

examine the religions from a range of perspectives and to 
make comparisons among them. This is also an example of 
the careful planning that has gone into the book. 
The 327 writers who contributed to the book are members 
or affiliates for the respected American Academy of 
Religion, and a small number of Australians are included 
among them, notably Deborah Bird Rose and Kennetth 
Maddock. There is no specific article on (Australian) 
Aboriginal Religion; rather it is incorporated in the lengthy 
'Australian and Pacific Traditional Religions'. There is also 
an article on 'The Dreaming' and the entry 'Australia, new 
religions' is a rather surprising account of the diverse reli
gious groups that have arisen, and continue to arise, in 
Aboriginal Communities since white settlement and the 
encounter with Christianity. 
This is an authoritative volume, well illustrated with black 
and white photographs, timelines, family-tree diagrams and 
the like. It will be much appreciated by ecumenists interest
ed or engaged in interfaith and is useful both for checking 
definitions of particular terms and for undertaking more 
detailed study of particular religions or other themes. The 
volume also includes entries on the major Christian 
Churches and leading Christian figures. However, it would 
have been good for the book to have included guides to fur
ther reading, and in my opinion it is printed on rather poor 
quality paper. Thankfully any budgetary constraints did not 
impact on the quality of the text itself and its arrangement, 
and the book is good value considering its size and scope. 

Kevin Mark 
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