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The seventh General Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches, held in Canberra early in 1991, was a landmark 
event in the history of ecumenism in our nation, and many 
readers of this Bulletin will have fond memories of it. Less 
well known is the Ecumenics Course that immediately preced
ed the Assembly, and which was organised jointly by the 
WCC and the Australian and New Zealand Association of 
Theological Schools (ANZATS) . Taking advantage of the 
host of visitors attending the WCC Assembly, the course fea
tured first-class contributions from local and international 
experts. Now, thanks to. the efforts of Denise Sullivan, an 
executive member of the National Council of Churches in 
Australia and Executive Secretary of the Australian Catholic 
Bishops Committee for Ecumenical and Interfaith Relations, 
the papers used for the Ecumenics Course have now been 
made available to the reading public. 

Following a preface by D' Arcy Wood (who has served as both 
president of the Australian Council of Churches and the 
Uniting Church in Australia), and Denise Sullivan's brief 
introduction, the volume opens with the inaugural address by 
David McCaughey, entitled 'Redeem the Time because the 
Days are Evil'. McCaughey is one of Australia's true ecu
menical pioneers, his involvement in ecumenism even predat
ing the formation of the wee itself. 

Janet Crawford is an Anglican priest from New Zealand and a 
member of the Standing Committee of the WCC' s Faith and 
Order Commission. She contributed two papers. The first, 
'The Ecumenical Movement to 1948', provides valuable his
torical background to the formation of the WCC. The second, 
'Unity in Tension', is an overview of women's involvement in 
the ecumenical movement. 

The first of Janet Crawford's papers is supplemented by Paul 
Craw's 'The Ecumenical Movement in Historical Perspective: 
1948-1991 '. An American, Crow is the President of the 
Disciple of Christ's Council on Christian Unity and the author 
of Christian Unity: Matrix for Mission (1982). 

Michael Kinnamon is a minister of the Disciples of Christ in 
the USA and was until recently a staff member of the WCC 
Faith and Order Commission. He is well known for his influ
ential book, Truth and Community (1988) and was the editor 
of the official report on the 1991 WCC Assembly, Signs of the 
Spirit. His paper, 'Concepts of Christian Unity', examines the 
range of answers that can be given to the question, What is the 
goal of ecumenism? He also provides a second paper, which is 
historical overview of the key issues of Faith and Order from 
1925 to 1990. 

Paul Abrecht, a Baptist minister from the USA, has been a 
leading figure in wee and ecumenical circles for many years. 
His two papers concern contemporary ecumenical social 
thought, both presenting historical information and examining 
theological debates in this area. 

Charles Amjad-Ali, a priest of the Church of Pakistan, offers 
his thoughts 'Towards an Ecumenical Theology of Mission', 
and provocatively challenges Western presumptions about the 
modern ecumenical movement. T. V. Philip, an Indian lay the
ologian, examines issues of mission and evangelisation, espe
cially in the context of religious pluralism. Robin Boyd, a for
mer director of the Irish School of Ecumenics and an impor
tant ecumenical thinker in Australia, touches on related 
themes in his paper, 'The Way of Ecumenism in a World of 
Religious Pluralism'. 

Dr John Chryssavgis, a Australian deacon of the Greek 
Orthodox Church who has recently moved to the United 
States to teach theology, provides a revealing paper on the 
relationship between the Orthodox Church and the WCC. He 
focuses on a number of the key Orthodox figures involved and 
includes a number of important documents. Ian Brewarcl, 
author of 'A History of the Australian Churches' (1993), con
tributes an insightful chapter on the common criticism of the 
ecumenical movement and the wee in particular. 

Another well known Australian contributor, Michael Putney, 
recently made a bishop in the Archdiocese of Brisbane, pro
vides an introduction to the involvement of the Catholic 
Church in the ecumenical movement. As with Chryssavgis' 
paper, his focus on the contribution of leading individuals 
makes for stimulating reading. 

Jocelyn Armstrong and David Gill respectively tell the stories 
of the Conference of Churches in Aotearoa!New Zealand and 
the Australian Council of Churches (this material predates the 
establishment of the National Council of Churches in 
Australia). 

A further chapter reproduces an interview by Margaret Cody 
with three leading ecumenical figures, Jocelyn Armstrong, 
Jean Mayland and Jean Tillard OP. The concluding paper is 
Welsey Ariarajah's 'Our Ecumenical Future: The 1991 WCC 
General Assembly Agenda.' This is the paper most obviously 
related to the 1991 Assembly, although numerous others also 
contain some material directly related to it. However, on the 
whole, the material gathered for Living Ecumenism remains of 
interest, even five years after the Assembly. A number of the 
papers include bibliographies, the texts of key documents, and 
other helpful resources. 

Accessible and interesting publications about ecumenism are 
hard to come by , still more so those that make use of 
Australia's own talent in this field. These reasons alone should 
encourage readers to take up Living Ecumenism. Denise 
Sullivan deserves our thanks for what was no doubt a daunting 
task. Her efforts, and those of the contributors, have given us 
an excellent publication from which we can draw information, 
understanding and inspiration in the quest for Christian unity. 

Kevin Mark 



The first major ecumenical event since the 
inauguration of the National Council of 
Churches was held at two Melbourne 
University colleges from 19 to 24 January. 
Over 300 full and part-time participants 
from all over Australia and the Pacific 
region shared worship, song, fellowship and 
were inspired by our local and overseas 
speakers. 

A huge tent in the quadrangle at Newman 
College was the principal gathering place, 
and a appropriate symbol to the conference 
theme - "The Household of God: Living 
Under the Southern Cross". Some highlights 

OPENING 
The Wurundjeri, who for some 40,000 years 
lived around the area that was to become 
Melbourne, welcomed us on the banks of the 
Yarra, and we joined with them in dance, Mary Williams, David Gill, Bill Nicholson 
and listened to their stories. Pictured are Bill Nicholson, elder 
Wurundjeri spokesperson, welcoming Mrs Mary Williams, 

Catholic Co-Chairperson, and Rev David Gill, 
General Secretary of National Council of 
Churches in Australia. 

FELLOWSHIP 
Throughout the conference participants remained 
with the same 'table community', each table 
being named after a saint of modern or ancient 
time. After six days/nights of hearing the keynote 
speakers, Bible study leader, and sharing our 
thoughts and ideas, the Eucharist was a very mov
ing and touching communion between members 
of our table communities within the Household. 
Pictured are Rev. Lopini Fillse of Tonga sharing 
the Eucharist with Jenny O'Brien of Adelaide .. 

SATURDAY EVENING DEBATE 

Rev. Lapine Fillse (Tonga), Jenny O'Brien (Adelaide) 

"If the Household is God ' s, then men should run 
it" was debated by Thomas Aquinas (Peter 
Hansen), Mary Helen Woods, Tim Costello, 
Sophia (Coralie Ling), Colleen O'Reilly and Paul 
Collins. The archangel Saraqual (Svea Fraser) 
moderated the hilarious debate admirably despite 

Listen! I Stand 
at the Door and Knock 

REVELATION 3: 14-22 

1996 WEEK OF PRAYER 
FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 

19-26 May 1996 

The theme for Week of Prayer 1996 is most stimulating . .. are we listen
ing? Further, are we speaking to other listeners of the Christian truth, and 
seeking the will of God in the quest for unity? 

At "Household", Bishop David Silk, President, Victorian Council of 
Churches, said "What is next? Of course, what has been enjoyed and 
experienced must now be taken with us back to our worshipping commu
nities". 

Here is an opportunity for each and every one of us. 

Your Ecumenical Affairs Commission is providing additional material 
for use in parishes, watch for our mail-out. The Order of Service and 
daily Scripture and prayer guides will be available from Mrs Jean Hillier 
at ERLC, 9650 4511. 



NJOY HIS H()USEHOLD 

A table group at Household . .. 

We do not have space to mention-

ARTISTS-IN-RESIDENCE ELECTIVES 

MARKET 

DAILY NEWSPAPER 

BOOKSHOP 

CHILDREN'S ART SHOW 

CONVERSATIONS (with our visitors) 

PUBLICITY 

ORGANISING COMMITTEE 
Since the first exploratory meeting in December 1993, 
and the first formal meeting in March 1994, a nucleus 
of twelve people nurtured and birthed this huge under
taking, and we thank them and their helpers for their 
willingness and commitment to God and His 
Household. 

Archbishop Aghan Baliozian, President NCCA, said, 
"His Household is strong with servants who are 
always in agreement and peace with each other". 

(Five videos of the Household will soon be available, 
four of the Keynote Speakers and the other an 

Anne & Stan Paul (Mt. Waverley), Jean McNaughton (Toorak), Sr Teresa 
Hyland (Coragulac), Blair Dixon (Werribee), Margaret Blair 

(Wodonga), Geoffrey Woodfield (Traralgon), David Tressier (Denmark, 
WA.), Patricia Potter (Parkville) 

overview of the entire "Household". Cost $10. ea. Order from 
Development Education, NCCA, Ptivate Bag 199, QVB PO, 
Sydney, 2000) 

Enquiries for cassettes from E.A.C Office 9662 1962. 

having trouble with her enormous wings and some 
of the debaters! 

Participants are pictured opposite. 

SUNDAY VISITS 
Our thanks to organisers and host congregations 
for the time spent in meeting and sharing worship, 
fellowship and in some cases a meal. Report from 
one group spoke of their attendance at a Baptism at 
the Greek Orthodox Church in Richmond, and hos
pitality of Fr. George and pari shioners who 
explained their rites, saints, and work with families 
in their congregation. 

WORSHIP 
The worship underpinned the activities of each 
day. Morning worship was planned to resonate 
with the Keynote Address, and evening prayer cel
ebrated variety within the Household. 

The Great Debate- Colleen O'Reilly, Coralie Ling, Svea Fraser, Mary Helen 
Woods, Peter Hansen, Tim Costello (part), Paul Collins was absent 

Resources Available from E.A.C. Office. 
We recommend the following recent publications: 
** Directory of the Ecumenical Movement ... 

(Eerdmans, WCC Publications) 

** 
~::* 

** 

For the Conversion of the Churches ... 
(Groupe des Dombes, WCC) 
"That They May All Be One" 
(John Paul II, St. Paul' s Books) 
Bringing Churches Together 
(Gideon Goosen, E. J. Dwyer) 

Six copies only for sale $5.50 ea 

Four copies, $12.00 ea 

** Directory for The Application of the Principles & Norms of Ecumenism 
(P.C.P.C.U., St. Paul's Books) Eight copies, $6.50 ea 

** Worshipping Ecumenically 
(Orders of Service, Per Harley, Ed.) 

• • • 

** Living Ecumenism, Christian Unity for a New Millennium, Denise C. Sullivan, Ed . .. . See review this issue 
(The Joint Board of Christian Education, Melbourne) 



Extracts from 'For the Conversion of the Churches' (Groupe Des Dombes, w.c.c.) 
218. Recent ecumenical research has made it possible to 

define more appropriately the differences that remain 
within the ecumenical consensus on our ecclesiologies. 
Has the moment not come to work together at discerning 
what is a legitimate difference compatible with unity and 
what is a divisive divergence that must be overcome? 
Each church would then take the decisions necessary to 
overcome? 

219. In the field of the doctrine of the faith, many dialogues, 
multilateral and bilateral, have been undertaken in the 
last twenty-five years. Even if they still need to be con
tinued, has not the time come not only to draw up a bal
ance-sheet on them but to bring them to a conclusion, 
that is, to raise their status, whenever possible, from that 
of documents of interconfessional commissions to the 
level of new expressions of the faith, which would be 
authoritative, even if still limited and incomplete, and to 
draw from them all the consequences for the life of the 
churches? 

220. The progress which has been made towards unity invited 
our churches not only to pursue resolutely the doctrinal 

dialogue in which they are already involved, but also to 
ask each other about the actual behaviour of Christian 
congregations. It is imperative to recognize that some 
gestures of reconciliation, the principle of which has 
been accepted in theory, have still not been put into prac
tice. Even where some elements of agreement have been 
achieved, they do not always give rise to the ecclesial 
and confessional behaviour that would be appropriate to 
them. 

221. Many words have been said and many documents writ
ten; but too often actions are slow to follow, and this sit
uation becomes worse as the years go on. May our con
gregations and communities have the courage to confront 
their practice with the convictions that have already been 
approved by the ecumenical movement. May they 
progress as their conversions progress and at the appro
priate time celebrate acts of reconciliation which will be 
symbols of the thresholds that have been crossed. In this 
way confessional conversion will serve ecclesial conver
sion and enable the church to give a credible witness to 
its conversion to Christ. 

The Week of Guided Prayer 
As a preparation for Advent 1995, the churches of East 
Bentleigh joined together to explore contemplative prayer. 
The churches involved were St Christopher's Anglican, St 
Peter's Catholic and Coatesville Uniting Church in Australia. 
About seventy people committed themselves to attend on a 
daily basis for a half hour meeting with their prayer guide and 
also to pray for half an hour daily. 

The week commenced with a short ecumenical service at St 
Peter's Catholic Church when people had the opportunity to 
meet their prayer guides for the first time and to anange with 
them mutually satisfactory times for their appointments. 
Coatesville Uniting Church made their facilities available by 
cancelling all other groups over the course of the week. 
Appointment started at 7am and ended around 9pm, thus pro
viding a great deal of flexibility for the participants. 

Father John Stewart of the Retreat House Cheltenham drew 
the many prayer guides from the Spiritual Direction Network. 
The initial concept for this activity came from the Revd Peter 
Danaher of St Christopher' s Anglican Church. He was sup
ported by the Revd Margaret Anne CHN [associate priest in 
the same Parish], the Revd Father Gordon Gebbie and the 
Revd Father John Petrulis of StPeter's and the Rev Steve 
Terrell of Coatesville U.C.A. 

Five varied written guides were provided to aid participants to 
find the style of meditative prayer that most suited them. For 
many people it was their first experience of such focused non
intercessory prayer and as the week progressed there was a 
sense of excitement amongst participants as they became 

aware of the new dimensions possible in their relationship 
with God. 

The physical needs of people were also catered for with 
refreshments being provided all day by teams from the partici
pating churches. The networking and friendships that started 
developing with people who would otherwise not have met 
may bring further ecumenical fruit to bear in our local com
munity. 

Young children also had a short time exploring their relation
ship with God along with their parents on Friday afternoon 
and they shared the drawings from that session with us at the 
final service. The week ended with a wonderful celebratory 
service at St Christopher's Anglican Church. It is hoped that 
we will meet together in other Prayer Retreats during the 
coming year and next Advent. 

None of us really knew what we were letting ourselves into, 
but overcoming our initial reticence we were greatly blessed 
by the experience. An important part of the whole week was 
the fact that the local priests and ministers also took part as 
participants along with the lay members of their churches. 
Their willingness to admit that they too needed to learn more 
about the art of prayer may well have had a great deal to do 
with the overall success of the "Week of Guided Prayer" in 
East Bentleigh. 

TRICIA SCOTT 

For further information please contact A. Paul at EAC Office. 

1996 Calendar . .. 
APRIL 
27 Forum- INTER-CHURCH COUPLES - A GIFT TO THE CHURCH AND A SIGN OF CHRISTIAN UNITY, 

1.30-4.30pm at Ecumenical Affairs Commission, 406 Albeit Street, East Melbourne 

JULY 
10 

27 

Tours of the Places of Worship, City of Greater Dandenong (including Springvale) Information/Bookings Joyce 
Rebeiro 9239 5105 and Margaret Mooney 9547 5190. Reminder, wear warm socks! 
VCC Annual General Meeting - Shelford Anglican Girls School, 3 Hood Street, Caulfield 

OCTOBER 
23 Annual Gathering of Inter-Faith Network, 7pm, venue to be advised 

NOVEMBER 
15-17 VCC Rural Conference 


