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INTER-CHURCH FAMILIES 
JEFF WILD 

It is said that, "Where the people lead eventually the leaders 
will follow." 

This has been seen time and again in the history of the Church 
and in secular states. It has been acknowledged that where two 
baptized Christians marry, " ... their union is a true sacrament 
and gives rise to a 'domestic Church'." 1 The Association of 
Interchurch Families, in Great Britian, has also picked up this 
idea: 

"Interchurch families are domestic churches; a domestic ver
sion of Local Ecumenical Partnerships, .. .Interchurch families 
and interchurch children bring together two churches in love, 
and as such they can be a sign to the churches on the way to 
unity ... "? 2 

We invite you to share part of our journey, and, in the spirit of 
George Kilcourse's reference to John's Gospel, to "come and 
see". 3 

Our journey has been blessed with joys and sorrows. We have 
faced issues of baptism, reception of Communion, rejection, 
acceptance, involvement in two communities, schooling. 
Great support was given by our Catholic friends who wanted 
to be present at my wife's ordination as a Uniting Church dea
con. Correspondingly, Uniting Church friends were present at 
our daughter' s First Communion. 

One of our most difficult times came when I was looking for a 
teaching job. In a Catholic Primary School in a rural area, the 
parish priest wouldn't consider me because my wife is a non-

Catholic. Fortunately, that was not an issue at two other 
schools where I applied. Neither was my Catholic status an 
issue for the Uniting Church organisation for which I worked 
for over five years. 

Our children have become quite familiar with belonging to 
two church families. The two young ones are often quite 
aware of the subtle differences in culture and ritual. They par
ticularly appreciate the opportunity to meet more people and 
learn more about another church. The second eldest has been a 
major contributor to the liturgy in her Catholic Secondary 
College. 

Our experience has often been one of acceptance and support 
at the parish or congregational level, yet rejection or at least 
barriers at the institutional level. Interchurch families, where 
people are trying to live an authentic Christian life, need par
ticular pastoral care. Most of all they need to be regarded not 
as a problem to be solved but as a prophetic sign. 

Jeff Wild is a member of the Ecumenical Affairs Commission 

1 "Anglican-Roman Catholic Marriages", p.7 

2 Association for Interchurch Families. "Called to be one", 
Interchurch Families. Vol.3 No. I., p.5. 

3 Kilcourse, George. "Interchurch Families as a Threat of 
Resurrection". Interchurch Families, Vol.3 No.2 p.l3. 

1996 

JANUARY 

For Your 1996 Diary ... 

19-24 The Household of God- Living Under the Southern Cross, St. Mary's & Newman Colleges, University of 
Melbourne. 

MARCH 
3 World Day of Prayer. Theme- God Calls Us To Respond. City Service, St. Francis Church, at 12:30 p.m. 
14 V.C.C. Assembly, venue to be advised. 

APRIL 
27 E.A.C. Information Day, 1.30-4.30 p.m. Special Focus- INTERCHURCH FAMILIES- OUR PASTORAL 

RESPONSIBILITY 
Venue to be advised. 

MAY 
19-26 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. Theme- "Listen! I Stand At The Door And Knock" (Rev. 3: 14-22) 

Recommended Viewing -ADD RELIGION AND STIR .... Sunday, December 17,10.50 p.m. 
Channel 2, Compass program. Produced by Albert Street Productions and the World Conference for 
Religion and Peace. 



A.D. 2000: What Pope John-Paul Says 
The year 2000 is "not merely .. . an anniversary in time", 
writes Pope John-Paul in the Apostolic Letter 'Tert io 
Millennia Adveniente'. 

"Since the publication of the very first document of my 
Pontificate, I have spoken explicitly of the Great Jubilee, sug
gesting that the time leading up to it be lived as a 'new 
Advent' ... In fact, preparing for the year 2000 has become as 
it were a hermeneutical key of my Pontificate ... " (Section 
23) 

An Extraordinary Consistory of Cardinals was called, June 
13-14, 1994, to discuss preparations for the year 2000. The 
Apostolic Letter which followed on November 10, 1994, to 
Bishops, Clergy and Lay Faithful, is very Ecumenical in spirit. 

We reproduce some selections here (A fuller version is avail
able at Melbourne Ecumenical Affairs office in the 199511 
edition of "Information Service" of the Pontifical Council for 
Promoting Christian Unity). 

"Christ is the Lord of time ... every year, every day and every 
moment are embraced by His Incarnation and Resurrection 
and thus become part of the 'fulness of time'. (Section 10) 

"Against this background, we can understand the custom of 
Jubilees, which began in the Old Testament and continue in 
the history of the Church . Jesus of Nazareth, going back one 
day to the synagogue of his home town, stood up ... to pro
claim the year of the Lord's favour" (Luke 4: 16-30 and 
Isaiah 61:1-2) (Section 11) 

UNITY OF CHRISTIANS TO INCREASE 
"Among the most fervent petitions which the Church makes to 
the Lord during this important time, as the eve of the new mil
lenium approaches, is that Unity among all Christians of the 
various confessions will increase until they reach full commu
nion. I pray that the Jubilee (A.D. 2000) will be a promising 
opportunity for fruitful cooperation in the many areas which 
unite us; these are unquestionably more numerous than those 
which divide us. It would thus be quite helpful if, with due 
respect for the programmes of the individual Churches and 
Communities, ecumenical agreements could be reached with 
regard to the preparation and celebration of the Jubilee. In this 
way the Jubilee will bear witness even more forcefully before 
the world that the disciples of Christ are fully resolved to 
reach full unity as soon as possible in the certainty that 'noth
ing is impossible with God' "(Section 16) 

"In the Church 's history every jubilee is prepared for by 
Divine Providence. This is true also of the Great Jubilee of the 
Year 2000. (Section 17) 

" ... The Second Vatican Council was a providential event 
whereby the Church began the more immediate preparation 
for the Jubilee of the Second Millenium. It was a Council ... 
open to the world" (Section 18) 

"The Council opened itself to Christians of other denomina
tions, to the followers of other religions and to all the people 
of our time. No Council had ever spoken so clearly about 
Christian unity .. . " (Section 19) 

PAPAL JOURNEYS AND ECUMENICAL 
RELATIONSHIPS 

"Papal journeys have become a regular occurrence, taking in 
the particular Churches in every continent and showing con
cern for the development of ecumenical relationships ... 

"It would be very significant if in the Year 2000 it were possi
ble to visit the places on the road taken by the People of God 
of the Old Covenant, starting from the places associated with 
Abraham and Moses, through Egypt and Mount Sinai, as far 
as Damascus, the city which witnessed the conversion of Saint 
Paul. (Section 24) 

"In preparing for the Year 2000, the individual Churches have 
their own role to play .. . how can we fail to mention the 

Eastern churches? ... the common patrimony of the whole of 
Christianity. The many jubilee celebrations in these Churches 
. . . recall the journey of Christ down the centuries, leading to 
the Great Jubilee at the end of the second millennium .. . 
(Section 25) 

"The Holy Door of the Jubilee of the Year 2000 should be 
sumbolically wider than those of previous Jubilees, because 
humanity ... will leave behind not just a century but a mille
nium ... the Church cannot cross the threshold of the new 
millennium . .. without encouraging her children to purify 
themselves, through repentance, of past errors ... (Section 33) 

"Among the sins which require a greater commitment to 
repentance and conversion should certainly be counted those 
which have been detrimental to the unity willed by God for 
His People . .. 

"In these last years of the millenium, the Church should 
invoke the Holy Spirit with ever greater insistence, imploring 
from Him the grace of Christian unity ... it can be said that 
the whole activity of the local Churches and of the Apostolic 
See has taken on an ecumenical dimension in recent years.j 

"Unity after all is a gift of the Holy Spi1it. We are asked to 
respond to this gift responsibility ... This then is one of the 
tasks of Christians as we make our way to the Year 2000. 
... the promotion of fitting ecumenical initiatives, so that we 
can celebrate the great Jubilee, if not completely united, at 
least much closer to overcoming the divisions of the second 
millennium ... an enormous effort is needed ... not only to 
continue along the path of dialogue on doctrinal matters, but 
above all to be more committed to prayer for Christian unity. 
(Section 34) 

MARTYRS OF ALL CHURCHES ARE UNITED 
"Perhaps the most convincing form of ecumenism is the ecu
menism of the saints and of the martyrs. The communio sanc
torum speaks louder than the things which divide us. (Section 
37) 

Pope John-Paul declared in this Apostolic Letter a three-year 
preparation: 1997 dedicated to a study of Jesus Christ, with an 
emphasis on our Common Baptism; 1998 studies the Holy 
Spirit and the hope of deeper commitment to Christian unity 
and dialogue; 1999 emphasises God the Father and inteJTeli
gious dialogue in love, especially with Jewish and Muslim 
relationships (Sections 40-53 ). 

Finally, "the Sacred Jubilee can be fittingly reflected by a 
meeting of all Christians ... an event of great significance ... 
properly presented and carefully prepared, in an attitude of 
fraternal cooperation . . . " (Section 55) 

(Fr. Len Thomas) 



V.C.C. Confers in Warrnambool 
Seventy representatives of member churches enjoyed the hos
pitality of Warrnambool residents at the '96 Rural Conference 
of the Victorian Council of Churches from 10-12 N""',,., ,n,r 
Vice-President, the Revd Peter Kenny respond 
Welcome by Church and Civic leaders, and op 
Conference at the Uniting Church o Friday 
Business session was hosted by the pari 
ecumenical Service was held on 
Salvation Army Worship Centre 
Burke. 
Conference theme was "Tolerance", 
Rev. John Baldock, General 
Conference for Religion and 
addressed three areas: Religio 
Identity in a Religiously · 
Increasing Religious Div,r·<:it·(fl n 
lenged us to look at how the 
is changing, and said he was 
now to this change will 
community relations in this 
Churches in that emerging society. 
Following is a precis of John's address, and a copy of the full 
text can be obtained by phoning the E.A.C . Office on 9662 
1962 or calling at 406 Albert Street, East Melbourne. 
Religious identity is set to become a central concern for 
Australian society in the next fifty years . In a way not experi
enced for a century or more, religious affiliation will increas
ingly become a mark of distinction between individuals and 
sub-groupings and a pivotal issue on which to hang broader 
questions of access and equity in Australian society. 
The Implications of Living in a Religiously Plural Society 
What will promote this change? First, the Christian majority 
will become increasingly aware of the implications of living 
in a religiously plural society, and most particularly, a signifi
cant number will feel defensive that the privileges accumulat
ed to the Churches by being here first will now need to be 
shared more broadly. In this and in other ways as well, the 
assumption of Christian primacy will be questioned and a 
sense of declining status and influence reinforced for many 
within the Churches. 
Highlighting Inequities 
Second, as immigration and relatively higher birth rates 
among migrant families continue to add to the diversity of our 
communities, the ability of minority groups to assert them
selves and highlight inequities will increase. These groups 
will justifiably demand the same access to services and fund
ing shared by the major religious communities. Likewise, they 
will assume that their views on moral and social questions are 
just as important. As a consequence, as these groups negotiate 
a place in Australian society, issues of religion mixed with 
ethnicity are likely to be increasingly prominent within the 
political arena. 
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unlikely, however, that as certain 
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felt both locally and overseas. 
The Churches will Need to Accommodate Change 
That such factors will influence the character of Australian 
society is inevitable, though the extent and consequences of 
this change are as yet undetermined. The Churches will need 
to make accommodations, some will seem substantial, 
although perhaps more for certain symbolic value rather than 
as matters essential to Christian identity. It is likely, for exam
ple, that in the process of reviewing Australia's Constitution, 
there will be a strong push to remove the word 'God' from the 
Preamble, partly on the basis of the religious diversity that 
now exists in this society. And we should also expect that the 
use of the Lord's Prayer in opening parliaments will soon sub
side. Is this important? Are these the points on which to assert 
the interests of the Christian community? Those questions will 
need to be asked again and then again in the coming years. 
An Opportunity for the Churches 
But this change will also create opportunities for the 
Churches, although it is yet uncertain whether those opportu
nities will be seized· upon or perhaps even realised. For if reli
gious identity is to be a more significant factor in Australian 
society in the next fifty years, this creates the possibility as 
well that the Churches too will be able to reassert or reinvent 
themselves as a more potent force in the community. Being 
required to argue your position as against many others 
requires perhaps a stonger sense of purpose and identity than 
we currently always display. That would be one benefit. If 
evaluating public policies in order to accommodate a diversity 
of religious opinion and practice brings a revaluation of the 
provision of services to religious groups, then that too pro
vides an opportunity for Christians to reassert their own con
cerns and preferences. Moreover, if religious factors are given 
more credence in public life than is often the case now, then 
there is also the possibility that religious attitudes themselves 
will gain greater prominence in community debate. It will be, 
however, when groups speak in terms of common values and 
shared perceptions that that voice will be more resonant and 
effective. 
Conclusion 
Arising in large measure from the settlement experience, 
many migrant communities value their religious identity more 
intensely than those whose faith has never been brought into 
question in this country. As Australia changes to reflect more 
and more the impact of long-term immigration, it cannot 
therefore be assumed that the normally laissez faire attitude of 
Australians towards religion will predominate. Most likely, 
religious identity will gain a new significance in this society. 
It is important that as this change takes place, the Churches 
become involved in this examination of the role and place of 
religion in contemporary society. This will demand an 
engagement with the State and a range of diverse communities 
with whom it will be essential to discover a good measure of 
common interest and concern. 



~!Household- of God 
It is not too late to enrol for this exciting event. Daily tickets ($60.) 
will include the full program and all meals. Alternately parishes can 
purchase a 2/5 day ticket to share between a group. 
Thanks to the generous response from parishes, a group from the 
Tonga Council of Churches will attend. 
The Child Art Exhibition will bring together children's insights into 

the Household of God from as far away as Daly River. You are welcome to come and view this exhibition which will be displayed 
in the Newman College cloisters during the Conference. 
The Saturday market will offer a variety of stalls featuring sculpture aboriginal handicrafts etc. from groups and individuals. The 
Conference Bookshop will carry books from the speakers as well as a wide range of resources for local ecumenists. 
Some of the forty-five electives are filling very quickly, so make sure you nominate the electives you wish to attend. A major fea
ture will be involvement of the Artists-in-Residence. They will lead electives, interact with the participants and will involve them
selves in the prayer and worship. 
PLEASE SPREAD THE WORD ! ! ... . ENROL TODAY .... BRING YOUR FRIENDS .... BORROW THE VIDEO FROM 
THE HOUSEHOLD OFFICE, 2A CHAPEL STREET, ST. KILDA, 3182. Enquiries- Mary Williams, (03) 9525 0822. 

THAT THEY MAY ALL BE ONE 
(Ut Unum Sint) by John Paul II, St Pauls, 117 pages, $5.95. 

Pope John Paul II's encyclical letter, Ut Unum Sint (translated 
'That they may all be one ' ), is dated 25 May 1995, the solem
nity of the Lord's Ascension. It is the Pope's personal and 
passionate appeal for renewed ecumenical endeavours. 
In presenting the encyclical at a Vatican press conference, 
Cardinal Edward Cassidy, the Australian-born president of the 
Council for the Promotion of Christian Unity, noted that it 
was addressed not only to the Catholic bishops, clergy and 
laity, but also to 'brothers and sisters of other Churches and 
church communities'. 
The Pope's vision of ecumenism is clearly rooted in the 
Second Vatican Council, while being given a sense of urgency 
by his ambitious plans for a revitalised Christian witness by 
the year 2000, the dawn of the third millennium since Christ's 
birth. The Pope has also been shaped by his many ecumenical 
experiences, numerous of which are recalled in the pages of 
this encyclical. The priority he has given to ecumenism in his 
own actions as well as this talks and other teachings are 
patently demonstrated. 
Chapter I presents 'The Catholic Church's Commitment to 
Ecumenism'. The famous text from the Vatican II degree on 
ecumenism is recalled, which states that the Church of Christ 
'subsists in the Catholic Church' (n.lO). The Pope acknowl
edges that Catholics and other Christians have been obstacles 
to making God' s plan discernible, and that some non-Catholic 
communities have at times more effectively emphasised cer
tain features of the Christian mystery. 
The importance for ecumenism of personal and communal 
conversion is emphasised, as is the pride of place that should 
be given to prayer. 
In this chapter, the Pope also writes that 'it is absolutely clear 

that ecumenism ... is not just some sort of "appendix" which is 
added to the Church's traditional activity. Rather, ecumenism 
is an organic part of her life and work, and consequently must 
pervade all that she is and does; it must be like the fruit borne 
by a healthy and flourishing tree which grows to its full 
stature' (n.20). 
Chapter 2 examines 'The Fruits of Dialogue ' . The Pope 
rejoices that we now see other Christians as 'brothers and sis
ters' rather than 'enemies', and that even the term 'separated 
brethren' has been replaced with terms that better capture the 
deep communion we share. The importance of the oneness of 
our baptism is noted. Another fruit of ecumenism is 'solidarity 
in the service of humanity ' (n.43). Other developments noted 
are ecumenical translations of the Bible, convergence in wor
ship, and ' a burning desire to join in celebrating the one 
Eucharist of the Lord' (n.45). 

The Pope particularly focuses his attention on relationships 
with the Eastern Churches, giving his view that 'the Church 
must breathe with her two lungs! ' (n.54), noting the signifi
cance of the expression 'Sister Churches' (nn.55-7) and that 
full communion between East and West is the goal. 
There is less detail about ecumenical developments with the 
Western churches . Even the Anglican-Roman Catholic 
International Commission is not explicitly mentioned. 
However, many, including current co-chairman, Bishop 
Cormac Murphy O'Connor, see an endorsement of ARCIC's 
methodology in the encyclical. For instance: 

' ... ecumenical dialogue, which prompts the parties 
involved to question each other, to understand each other 
and to explain their positions to each other, makes surpris
ing discoveries possible. Intolerant polemics and controver
sies have made incompatible assertions out of what was 
really the result of two different ways of looking at the 
same reality. Nowadays we need to find the formula which, 
by capturing the reality in its entirety, will enable us to 
move beyond partial readings and eliminate false interpre
tations' (n.38). 

The section of the encyclical that has attracted the most atten
tion is found in the final chapter. This concerns the 'ministry 
of unity of the Bishop of Rome' . While holding that the role 
of Bishop of Rome is crucial for attaining the unity of 
Christians, the Pope acknowledges the difficulties this causes 
most other Christians, 'whose memory is marked by certain 
painful recollections' (n .88) 
The Pope advocates a concerted effort to look at how the min
istry of the Bishop of Rome can best serve Christian unity and 
offers the following ground-breaking invitation: 

'This is an immense task, which we cannot refuse and 
which I cannot carry out by myself. Could not the real but 
imperfect communion existing between us persuade Church 
leaders and their theologians to engage with me in a patient 
and fraternal dialogue on this subject, a dialogue in which, 
leaving useless controversies behind, we could listen to one 
another, keeping before us only the will of Christ for his 
Church .. .' (n.96). 

Space has allowed me only to touch on the contents of John 
Paul II ' s Ut Unum Sint. The encyclical is essential reading for 
all concerned about ecumenism (which the Pope makes clear 
should be all the faithful) , and those actively working for 
Christian unity will find it a real source of encouragement and 
a basis for fruitful reflection and discussion. 

KEVIN MARK 

VATICAN CITY ... Vatican and Muslim representatives have established a joint liaison committee to explore their 
respective positions on religious and social issues. The move is aimed at "PROMOTING MUTUAL UNDERSTANDING AND 
COLLABORATION, STRENGTHENING RELIGIOUS VALUES AND OFFERING A DISTINCT CONTRIBUTION 
TOWARD PEACE AND JUSTICE". (Islamo-Christian Silsilah Bulletin Vol. 8) 


