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HOW TO BE ECUMENICAL IN 1995 

Writing in the January, 1995, edition of "Priests & People", 
Adrian Hastings, former professor of theology at Leeds 
University, looks at the present situation of unity. He recalls 
the ecumenical movement from the Missionary Conference in 
Edinburgh of 1910 through the '60's to present day. We 
reprint the second half of this article in the hope it will help us 
to rethink and reset our ecumenical journey together. Full 
reprint is available from the E.A.C. Office. 

TRUTH 
What has stymied the ecumenical movement is not so much 
the intransigence of Rome (serious as that undoubtedly can 
be) but the failure of anyone to come up with a model which 
really does justice both to the need to realise Christian unity 
and the need to be adequately faithful to the huge and rich 
diversities of our history. Of course we must be willing, 
indeed happy, to drop a lot of historical baggage: much of it 
drearily restrictive, intolerant, caught in the thought forms and 
cultural presuppositions of the past. 

At times it is just a matter of the fog produced by one or other 
entanglement with nationalism. Yes, a lot should go, but by no 
means everything. How can we possibly bring together all that 
is best in Lutheranism and Calvinism and Anglicanism and 
Quakerism and Methodism and Gallicanism and High Roman 
Catholicism and so much else in a way that can do justice to 
the Christian experience of generations who have lived and 
prayed in all these traditions, and yet do justice too to the 
twentieth-century rediscovery of the demands of unity? We 
cannot put unity before truth, nor truth before unity. 

We have, so far as I can see, no present answer to such prob
lems and it would do no service to anyone for those most 
committed to ecumenism to pretend that we have. What we 
have been learning iu:natur!,!y. There was, and still is, a kind 
of ecumenism which !Nery immature and one-dimensional. 
What we must do is to set our faces against a sense of failure, 
and we can do that in two ways. The first is to recognise all 
that has been achieved. The second is to set ourselves attain
able goals within a context from which we cannot at present 
escape. 

What, then, have we achieved? Surely, so much as to be 
amazing when one remembers the state of things a short gen
eration ago. The supreme change is one in consciousness - not 
just a consciousness among theologians or other more or less 
professedly ecumenical people, but in a very considerable pro
portion of committed Catholics in their relationship to non
Catholics, and of non-Catholics in their attitude to Catholics 
(please forgive the necessarily inadequate terminology which 
is intended as no more than an intelligible shorthand). 

Where previously we drew the borders close in all matters 
religious and, just occasionally and adventurously, sallied out 
a little beyond them, now we share a sense of common 
belonging in so many different ways. Catholics were effec
tively excluded, largely because they had excluded them
selves, from all the theological departments in the British uni
versities. Now they are to be found everywhere. 

It is not just a matter of the opening of doors but of the alter
ation of minds, the way in which a shared religious culture of 
the believing mind has been built up. This is paralleled, of 
course, by the rediscovery of common worship. Where 

Catholic Mass and Protestant Communion seemed so deeply 
different, now it would be very hard for an outsider to tell 
whether the Eucharist in many a church in this country and 
elsewhere was Catholic or Protestant. Lex orandi, lex credendi 
- if we pray and celebrate the sacrament of the Lord's death 
and resunection in so strikingly similar a way, is it actually 
possible for us to believe very differently? I do not think so. 

The truth is that our institutional divisions, anomalous as they 
were, reflected in the past a true separation in faith and con
sciousness. Now they do not. The sharing of community 
largely exists. The failure to move forward institutionally to a 
comparable extent is what remains anomalous, but in the con
text of the one Church, as affirmed by the Nicene Creed, it is a 
greatly diminished anomaly. 

We are, then, faced with two things: on the one hand, this sea 
change in religious consciousness which has affected some 
people more than others but which has, most certainly, affect
ed laity as well as clergy, unprofessionally religious people as 
well as theologians, and which has in a way been both 
empowered and symbolised by the striking coming together of 
the vernacular liturgies of so many traditions; on the other, the 
clear inability of the Churches to find a way to unite accept
ably at institutional level (and even the actual undesirability of 
their doing so) in some kind of 'organic unity ' of the sort we 
have seen realised in South India and elsewhere. Given these 
two realities, what is there realistically open to us to do? The 
answer lies, I believe, in the field of intercommunion. 

INTERCOMMUNION 
The Second Vatican Council quite clearly opened the way for 
this and Rome has since approved the sharing of communion 
in certain circumstances, even if rather restrictedly. Yet it is 
also true that the bishops in this country have not gone, in 
their guidance over this, nearly as far as they are actually 
allowed to do. The fact is that the sharing of eucharistic com
munion is pastorally of the greatest importance in many cir
cumstances, particularly in those of mixed, that is to say 
'inter-Church', marriage. But intercommunion is also impor
tant in itself as both reflecting and enacting the very nature of 
the Church. Sacraments of their nature effect what they sym
bolise. The sharing of communion is quite inappropriate 
where there is no common understanding of the sacrament and 
no real ongoing sharing of church life. But both these are now 
increasingly a reality crossing formal Church/ denominational 
borders. It would still not be helpful or meaningful to have an 
unlimited intercommunion but it is entirely in accordance with 
traditional Catholic theological principles and the explicit 
teaching of the Council to have some. The Decree on 
Ecumenism in article 8 makes it quite clear that intercommu
nion is acceptable in certain circumstances though it should 
not be used ' indiscriminately' . The Decree on Eastern 
Catholic Churches went further in affirming that intercommu
nion may at times be used preci se ly 'to promote further 
union'. ~ 

In the context of the early 1960s these were extraordinarily 
far-seeing and generous assertions. They have still not been 
followed up as they should have been. Indeed it is undeniable 
that church authority has at times tended to imply that they 
were not said at all. It may be by pressing at this point, by 
simply enlarging the central experience of being one Church .... 



through union at its sacramental centre, that we can in present 
circumstances best advance the enterprise of ecumenism. In 
essence this is not something dependent upon ministerial 
authority. Baptism involves a right to communion, one cannot 
recognise baptism but exclude its intrinsic ordering to the 
Eucharist. Those who share a common baptism and wish to 
worship together are, ipso facto, entitled and ready to share 
communion and should not be frightened from doing so. To 
deny this would be to deny the central dynamic of Catholic 
sacramental theology. Here more than anywhere the future of 
the ecumenical movement lies in the hands of the laity. 

TRUST CHRIST 
If we go forward in this way with seriousness and determina
tion, we will have no need to say that ecumenism has run out 
of steam. On the contrary, it will be advancing at the central 
core of its purpose, in the area of faith, liturgy and life. That is 
where the Church began, not in any lengthy agreement over 
doctrine. Doctrine grew out of the life of the community, as 

Working at Ecumenical 
Tolerance 

Following this article on Tolerance last issue, the writer 
decided it was time for her further education in the inter-faith 
area. A bus load including members from Mordialloc Inter
Church Council and an Anglican Missionary Group from St. 
Andrew's Hall, set off on 8 May on a tour of Places of 
Worship in the City of Greater Dandenong. 

These tours are organised by the City, and sponsored by the 
Faith Communities of Greater Dandenong (formerly 
Springvale). We visited the Islamic Centre in Noble Park 
which contains a Mosque, school and looks to the overall 
needs of its community. Next was Shiva Vishnu Temple at 
Can·um Downs , followed by the Resurrection Catholic 
Church. Finally after a visit to the Sri Lankan Buddist Vihara 
in Noble Park we returned to the City Offices for debriefing. 

Leader of our tour was Rev. Malcolm Homes, Minister of 
Springvale Uniting Parish. Malcolm was the first President of 
the Faith Communities and was nominated as 1995 Citizen of 
the Year for his work within this group. We learnt much about 
the faith and culture of these people of God. The work of the 
Faith Communities is an example to us all , and thanks be to 
God that we have the freedom to pray and work together to 
break down religious prejudice, not only in our Christian fam
ily, but in our now multi-faith nation. 

One insight given to us by Malcolm - tolerance could be pas
sive, static - we could 'tolerate' and do nothing more. As we 
find on our Christian ecumenical journey, we have to look 
further to the integrity of our 'neighbour' to see the goodness 
(God-ness) of that person attempting to live out their faith in a 
new strange land. Even the building of a worship place can be 
difficult. But should it? Australians are known for their "fair 
play", and perhaps we need to look at our attitudes and work 
towards acceptance. How did Jesus accept different people? 

Three further tours are scheduled for this year and dates are 
listed in our "Coming Events" column. The usual time alloca
tion is from lOam to 4pm, but this could vary. The program 
for each tour will indicate the itinerary and times. The itiner
ary usually takes in the Mosque, Hindu temple, a Buddist 
temple (there are several in the area), a western Christian or 
orthodox Christian church. 

All are requested to remove their shoes before entering the 
Hindu and Buddist Temples and the Mosque. Ladies entering 
the Mosque are asked to cover their heads and wear clothing 
which covers the arms and legs. Slacks are permitted. One 
hint - wear very thick socks! 

Please book direct to Joyce Rebeiro, Access and Equity 
Officer, City of Greater Dandenong, phone 9549 1105. 

"Faith" 

did also a developed episcopal and papal ministry. How unity 
will eventually come in these areas we cannot at present see. It 
may be better for us that we cannot. First things first. Hard as 
it is to escape the idea that doctrinal agreements and ministeri
al merging and the formal acceptance of a particular pattern 
of authority should precede sacramental unity and a shared life 
of prayer and faith, the truth may be that we will only finally 
approach unity after, not before, achieving experientially a 
breakthrough in the latter. Trust Christ in his sacrament to 
reshape his Church. Trust the 'sacrament of unity' to achieve 
what it claims to be. There may be no other way. If the appar
ent failure of alternative approaches has in fact cleared away, 
or is slowly clearing the way, for a communal pilgrimage in 
faith along the road both practicable and even theologically 
authentic, then the disappointments of the last two decades 
will prove in due course to have been worth while. We are far 
from the end but we are, perhaps, nearing the end of the 
beginning. 

Welcome to Minajalku Centre! 
Minajallm is a Christian centre for the Koori community 
of Melbourne. 

It is more than a church building. It is the place for meeting 
and for fellowship. 

It is owned by the indigenous people who are Christians, as a 
centre for worship and meetings. It is a place for the sharing 
of cultural and educational activities. 

It is intended primarily for the use of Koori people, and it is 
also open for non-Kooris to participate in the reconciliation 
process to which the centre is committed. Minajalku is a place 
where the healing of past hurts is experienced by the people 
who first occupied this land. 

Minajalku means "coming together". The Minajalku Centre is 
a former Uniting Church property , in Rossmoyne St, 
Thornbury, handed over to the Uniting Aboriginal and 
Is lander Christian Congress for the ministry amongst 
Aboriginal people in Victoria. It is an ecumenical venture in 
partnership. Five major Christian churches are involved. The 
Aboriginal Evangelical Church , the Anglican Diocese of 
Melbourne, the Catholic Koori Ministry, the Salvation Army 
and the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian Congress 
are working together. 

The groups are offering programs which use the facilities of 
the Centre. The Aboriginal Evangelical Church has regular 
Sunday evening worship service and fellowship, midweek 
youth programs and a clothes distribution centre. 

The premises have been used by the Ilbijirri Black Theatre 
group. 

The centre is being offered to Galiamble to conduct drug and 
alcohol programs. There is a building development program 
in place. 

Parenting skills wi ll be offering through the Victorian 
Aboriginal Child Care Agency (VACCA). 

The centre is endeavouring to provide services to the indige
nous community of the metropolitan area. Churches, individu
als and community groups are invited to support the 
Minajalku Centre financially or with prayer or with hands on 
work. 

Phone Vince Ross 052 296 553, Pastor Neville Lilley 03 9890 
2615 or Vicky Walker 03 9480 3849. 

(Our Ecumenical Affairs Commission met with Vicki Walker 
and Douglas Smith at this Centre last month. We learnt much 
of the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry. The purpose of the joint 
meeting was to give support to the A.C.M . in their 
Ecumenical endeavours.) 
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Book Reviews 
KEVIN MARK 

Yves Cougar 
Aidan Nichols OP; published by Geoffrey Chapman; paper
back, 224 pages, 1989, $29.00 

This volume in the 'Outstanding Christian Thinkers Series' is 
a study of one of the leading Catholic theologians of this cen
tury, the French Dominican friar Yves Congar. Congar has 
been a major contributor to Catholic theology of ecumenism. 
Although his work has not always been appreciated by the 
magisterium, Congar was recently made a cardinal by Pope 
John Paul II. 

The study begins with an overview of Congar' s life and work, 
and subsequent chapters examine his fundamental theology, 
including his understanding of Tradition and the development 
of doctrine; his ecclesiology, including his influential theology 
of the laity; and his theology of the Holy Spirit, on which 
Congar has written an important three-volume study. 

Congar's ecumenical vision is central to his life and thought, 
and two chapters of the book are specifically devoted to his 
contribution to ecumenism. The first presents the general prin
ciples of Congar's thinking on ecumenism, both before and 
after Vatican II. The second specifically relates to the relation
ship of the Catholic Church to Anglicans, Lutherans and the 
Orthodox. 

Concluding chapters examine Congar as a Church reformer 
and as an historian of theology. Nichols, who teaches dogmat
ic and ecumenical theology at the Pontifical University of St 
Thomas in Rome (the Angelicum), has produced an expert 
and substantial yet accessible guide to the thinking of a signif
icant contributor to the modern Church. 

Documentary History of Faith and Order 1963- 1993 
Edited by GUnther Gassmann; World Council of Churches; 
paperback, 335 pages, 1993, approx. $22.40 

Remarkably, three decades passed between the fourth and fifth 
world conferences on Faith and Order (Montreal 1963 and 
Santiago de Compostela 1993), yet this period has been one of 
major achievement and work by the World Council of 
Churches' Commission on Faith and Order. Also, it was dur
ing this period that the Catholic Church became a full partici
pant in the Commission ' s work. 

This volume presents a handy collection of the key documents 
produced by Faith and Order between 1963 and 1993 and pro-

News from National Council 
of Churches ..... . 

The Council's new Faith and Unity Commission has been 
appointed. Sister Margaret Jenkins chairs it. An NCCA Youth 
Network has been established. Both are Melbourne based .... 
Leaders of the social justice agencies of member churches are 
considering the implications of the NCCA ' s formation as they 
tackle their work together. Calling themselves the Ecumenical 
Social Justice Forum and chaired by Associate Professor 
Michael Horsburgh, their first task is to advise on how the 
churches should gear up for the observance of the year 
2000 .... 
Now Geneva has come good with a publication that collects a 
range of such material in an accessible form. WORSHIP
PING ECUMENICALLY edited by Sweden ' s Per Harling, 
contains not only useful liturgical building blocks but also 
some very wise advice on the thrills and spills of intercultural 
worship and the discipline of liturgical leadership. The 
NCCA's Literature Secretary, Nancy Bloxsom, would be 
delighted to let you have a copy for $17.50, postage included. 
(NCCA's ECUMENICAL FRIENDS Newsletter, Easter 
1995) 

vides introductions that place the texts in their historical con
texts and draw out the links between them. 

The topics examined by Faith and Order during this time were 
wide-ranging, a fact reflected in the material gathered in this 
volume. Issues explored include the eucharist and intercom
munion, church councils and conciliarity, the filioque clause, 
ordained ministry, racism in theology, the ecumenical move
ment and church law, the notion of koinonia, the ordination of 
women, the relationship between scripture and tradition , and 
the church and the Jews. 

Prepared by the director of the WCC's Faith and Order secre
tariat, this is an important ecumenical reference work as well 
as a unique guide to a period of great ecumenical advance and 
creativity. 

Kevin Mark is a Catholic delegate to the Victorian Council of 
Churches and publisher for Harper Collins Religious. 

Coming Events 
JUNE 
13 11th Annual General Meeting Council of Christians 

& Jews Victoria Inc. Speaker- Rev. Dr. D. Stolz 
President, Lutheran Church. Time - 8p.m. Venue -
Genazzano Convent, Cotham Road, Kew. Kosher 
Supper. 

27 Commi ssioning of the Revd Hamish Christie
Johnston as General Secretary of the V.C.C. 
Service 6.45 p.m. at St. Francis ' Church, cnr. 
Lonsdale and Elizabeth Sts., Melbourne, Preacher -
Archbishop Stylianos, Greek Archbishop of 
Australia. All Welcome. Light refreshments to be 
served, please r.s.v.p. to V.C.C. Office, 9650 4511 

28 Tour of the Places of Worship in City of Greater 
Dandenong, contact Joyce Rebeiro 9549 1105. 

JULY 
17 Ecumenical Educational Lecture Series 1995, 

VCCE Offices, NUNGALINYA COLLEGE & 
CRAFTS 6-Sp.m. Bookings Gail or Joan 9529 
4377 by 617/95 . 

29 Victorian Council of Churches Annual General 
Meeting. 

AUGUST 
17 Launch by Sir John Young - Guidelines produced 

by Council of Christians and Jews for Christian 
clergy and teachers - in their use of the New 
Testament with reference to the New Testament's 
presentation of Jews and Judaism. 

21 - 25 Australian Church Women National Conference at 
Corpus Christi Seminary, Clayton. All welcome to 
attend Ecumenical Service in the Chapel, 8 p.m., 
Tuesday, 22/8/95. Supper will be served . 
Conference theme - "Jesus, Women and The 
World". 

OCTOBER 
25 Service to commemorate 30th Anniversary of 

Nostre Aetate, details later. 
30 Tour of the Places of Worship in City of Greater 

Dandenong. 

NOVEMBER 
10-12 Victorian Council of Churches Country 

Conference, Warrnambool. 
29 Tour of the Places of Worship in City of Greater 

Dandenong. 
1996 
JANUARY 
19- 24 "The Household of God - Living Under the 

Southern Cross". 

~~ 



Welcome to "The Household of God"! 
A gathering on the banks of Melbourne's Yarra River, the 
summer sun filtering through strands of old river gums, will 
mark the opening celebration of the National Council of 
Churches in Australia (NCCA) first major conference since its 
formation in July last year. 

Titled "The Household of God - living under the Southern 
Cross" the conference will open to the sounds of Aboriginal 
music , a smoke ceremony and sharing traditional foods. 
Prayer and singing will unite Christians from most denomina
tions around Australia, the Pacific and Asia. 

The conference itself will be ' housed' within the spacious 
grounds of Newman and StMary's colleges, Melbourne 
University and will run from 19-24 January 1996. 

The NCCA is the home of Australia's ecumenical movement 
and comprises the Catholic Church, as well as twelve other 
denominations , including Anglican, Un iting Church, 
Orthodox and Church of Christ. 

Over five days the "Household of God" conference will allow 
lay and ordained Christians to face the hard hitting questions 
that challenge the church as it moves into the twenty-first cen
tury. 

Probing with such questions as, "what will be the major issues 
we as Christians in this part of the world must face in order to 
be effective and relevant", and "what are the distinctive fea
tures of the Christian faith which will impact upon and sustain 
a world in transition", will top the agenda. 

A central feature will be to combine ecumenical worship with 
the arts, theology and prayer. 

At the heart of The Household of God conference site will be a 
huge tent in which a vmiety of worship services will take place. 

Daily Bible studies will be led by Indonesian theologian Dr. 
Marianne Katoppo a social activist who has written an Asian 
women's theology , and who is active in the advocacy for 
women forced into sexual service by occupying Japanese sol
diers during World War II, known as 'comfort women'. 

Keynote speakers include Father Tony Kelly, Redemptorist 
priest, poet and author; Reverend Dhalnganda Garrawurra, tra
ditional aboriginal man and Uniting Church minister and lec
turer; and Lise Meo (Fiji), head of the South Pacific 
Association of Theological Schools Women's Programme. 

Reflecting the diversity and breadth of the conference, Rabbi 
Betsy Torop of Melbourne and Brother Ghislaine of the Taize 
community will also be leading some of the forty plus elec
tives and workshops. 

A Children's Programme, resident artists, musicians and a 
World Series Debate are all included in the schedule of events. 

The Household of God will open with a traditional aboriginal 
welcome on the banks of the Yarra River and will involve 
singing, prayer and native Australian 'tucker'. 

The conference is for all Christians, lay and ordained, who 
want to make a contribution to an Australian understanding of 
faith and who find themselves within 'the household of God '. 

To assist planning of accommodation, it would be appreciated 
if deposit and booking could be made by 31/10/95. 

Further information from Household of God, Causeway 
House, 306 Little Collins Street, Melbourne, Victoria, 3000. 
Telephone (03) 9650 4511 or facsimile (03) 9650 8383. 

------------------------------------~--REGISTRATION FORM 
Please complete both registration forms and return to: 

Household of God- L.U.S.C. 
Causeway House 4th Floor 
306 Little Collins St., Melbourne 3000 

NAME/S ........... ....... ..... ......... ......... ... .............. ...... ......... ................... ... . 

CHILDREN/ AGES ......................... ................................................... .. 
(as it will appear on name tag. No titles will be used. Please underline 
surname) 

DENOMINATION 

ADDRESS ....... ..... ............... ............ ......... .. ...... ...... ... ... .. ............ ... ..... . . 

....... ...... ...... ..... .. ....... ................. ... ......... ..... .. ... P/C ............ ..... .. ... ......... . 

TELEPHONE ........ ......... .............. ........... ..... .... .. ....... .. ... .. .... .... .. ..... .... . . 

MEDICAL 
Please indicate any medical condition or disability that may require 
special consideration 

DIETARY REQUIREMENTS .................. .. ..... ................................... .. 

REGISTRATION AND ACCOMMODATION 

(When making your booking please note that Live-In fees have 
been kept to a minimum to encourage participants to fully enjoy the 
experience of living in "The Household of God") 

Fees 

Live-In (5 days) 

Live-Out (5 days) 

Week End Only (Fri-Sun) 

Live-In 

Live-Out 

$425 

$300 

$200 

$135 

Day Rate $60 (please mark days) 

(19th) (20th) (21st) (22nd) (23rd) (24th) 

Children (under 12) Half Price 

Early-Bird Registrations (before 3117 /95) 

Live-In (5 days) 

Live-Out (5 days) 

$395 

$275 

(Non refundable) Deposit $50 _____ _ 

or Total ------

PLEASE NOTE THE ABOVE PRICES INCLUDE: 

I . Registration Fee 
2. All Meals 
3. Morning and afternoon tea 

Concession (inc. Family) available on request 

Cheques payable to: Household of God- L.U.S .C. 

Cancellation Fee $30 
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