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1995 THE U.N. YEAR OF TOLERANCE 
- a year for ecumenical opportunity 

Whilst reflecting on 
Tolerance in personal, 
family and business rela
tionships, 1995 is a good 
time to review our 
thoughts on both personal 
and religious tolerance. Is 
Christ's prayer and mis
sion that "all will be one, 
so the world may believe" 

our mission, and is it a possibility today? Are we taking up the 
opportunities for religious tolerance, or are they in the "too 
hard" basket? 

Isn't it easier and safer to dialogue with Christians rather than 
greet and listen to the Moslem family who lives next door? 
Has the local Inter-Church Council made contact with the 
Moslem, Greek and Jewish communities in our local area? All 
these questions surfaced whilst listening to the reflection by 
Rev. David Sholz during the Ecumenical Service prior to the 
Assembly of the Victorian Council of Churches on March 9. 

The virtue of tolerance means we can embrace a multicultural 
or even a multimoral society. As His followers, we are called 
to gentleness, forebearance and tolerance. Tolerance is not a 
human initiative but Divine, a gift of God. The Year of 
Tolerance only has meaning if it leads us to explore the mind 
and heart of God. 

Following the business session, a panel comprised Dr. Stolz, 
Mr. John Ball and Sr. Jacinta Rice, C.S.B., presented further 
thoughts on Tolerance. Sr. Jacinta teaches English to people 
of Moslem faith in the Broadmeadows area, and said it was a 
challenge to learn not to dominate; to learn how others think 
and especially to learn about our own attitudes. 

John Ball gave his personal reflections of Tolerance as under
standing, respect for cultural identity, insight and good judge-

ment. John saw future discussions with the Ecumenical 
Migration Centre as an opportunity for V.C.C., together with 
greater opportunity for inter-faith contact. 

At E.A.C. level we have contact with Springvale Network of 
Faith Communities through Chairperson, Mrs. Margaret 
Mooney. Margaret is a parishioner of St. Anthony's, Noble 
Park. Here is yet another opportunity to learn; to broaden our 
vision; to practise the forebearance (Rom 15:vi) and gentle
ness (Phil. 4:v) mentioned by Dr. Stolz. 

The 2111/95 issue of The Catholic Leader contains an article 
entitled "When a Moslem marries a Catholic". Dr. Zekri 
Palushi of Albania, Adviser to the Prime Minister, Mr. 
Alexander Meski , speaks of his 13 year inter-faith marriage to 
Gjystina, who is a Roman Catholic. This family of three chil
dren by discussing the Bible and Koran found a lot of similari
ties and concluded that 'God' is one and common to both 
beliefs, whereas Jesus and Mohammed are His prophets. 

Dr. Palushi, a cardiologist said his family do not have any dif
ficulty at all in melding their faiths. All Albanian people have 
always been known for their exceptional religious tolerance, 
which is the result of their ancient culture, their respect for 
individuals rights and the harmony of their nation. 

Asked by the interviewer for a message about tolerance 
through his living as a Moslem/Catholic family, Dr. Palushi 
said ... 

"I would like to appeal to all denominations -
Moslem, Catholic, Orthodox or whatever other 
faith - that they study attentively and rationally 
their prophets. I am convinced that they will be 
amazed to find that the prophecies of each and all 
prophets are tolerance, harmony and peace to all 
the people. This would be the message of the foun
dationalists of whatever religion they may be." 

Herein lies the challenge and the opportunities! 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
In 1995 in Australia the Week of Prayer - an International 
observance - will coincide with an uniquely Australian obser
vance, the Week of Prayer for Reconciliation. Therefore, not 
only will this provide the churches in this country with the 
usual period of special prayer and thought and practical efforts 
for the unity of Christians, it also will provide an opportunity 
to reflect on the broader issues of reconciliation in this land. 
What is required for a just reconciliation to be accomplished? 
What are the root causes of the injustice suffered by 
Australian indigenous people. What can the churches do to 
facilitate the journey towards reconciliation in the wider com
munity? What are the implications for unity between the 
churches? 

To assist the people of your church to be aware of this signifi
cant item, the National Council of Churches in Australia is 
offering a number of resources for use during the Week ..... 

Posters ; an Order of service for ecumenical worship; daily 
Scripture and Prayer Guide and Resource Kits for parishes, 
schools and Sunday schools. 

These resources are available 
from the EAC Office, 

406 Albert St, 
East Melbourne, 3002 
or telephone 
(03) 662 1962 

28 May- 4 June 1995 

KOINONIA: 
Communion in God and with 
one another 

John 15.1-17 

This graphic depicts the painting presented by the 
Aboriginal and Islander people at the National 
Council of Churches in Australia inauguration 



Ecumenical Affairs Commission 
- Archdiocese of Melbourne 

FAREWELL: (BUT CERTAINLY NOT 
GOODBYE) 

* E.A.C.: Appreciation for their work and 
commitment was expressed at an end-of
year function for retiring members - Sr. M. 
Lotton, Sr. M. L. Moorhead, Sr. Gabrielle 
Smyth, Frank Hogan and Kevin Mark. 
Membership of the Commission now com
prises - Rev Peter Kenny (Chair), Mrs. 
Betty Fleming, St. Margaret Galvin, Dr. 
Basil Johns, Mrs. Barbara Lacy , Mrs . 
Margaret Mooney, Mrs. Anne Paul, Rev 
Denis Stanley, Dr. Max Stephens, Rev 
Len Thomas, Mrs. Mary Williams, and 
Observers - Mr. Gary Cuthell, Mrs. Clare 
O'Callaghan and Mr. Jeff Wild. 

Mrs. Pat Brock (Office) was also farewelled at a Morning 
Tea in December after 17 years involvement in the day-to
day running of the Commission. Pat's background knowl
edge of the Commission will be sadly missed. 

* Dr Robin Boyd recently retired from Wesley Church, 
Melbourne, and we thank Robin for his past support and 
look forward to his continuing involvement on the ecu
menical scene. 

* The Victorian Council of Churches and friends gathered to 
pay tribute to Revd Robert Gribben, retiring General 
Secretary, on December 21 last. On behalf of the Heads of 

* 

Churches , Archbishop Frank Little 
acknowledged Robert's contribution as 
Secretary, and commented the faces of 
Christian denominations were smiling on 
Robert for his sharing of faith, respect 
and sensitivity to all. 

Mr David Shinnick recently 
retired from the Ecumenical Commission 
of the Archdiocese of Adelaide, and 
friends, including our Anne Paul 
(E.A.C.) and Fr. John Lanigan of 
Melbourne, assembled to acknowledge 
David's work in ecumenism over many 
years. David was one of the pioneers of 

Seaford (S.A.) Ecumenical Centre, and an 
active member of the Roman Catholic Working Group 
preparing for our membership of the N.C.C.A. 

CONGRATULATIONS .... to Mrs. Mary Williams (E.A.C.) 
who graduates with B. Theol. from Y.T.U. on March 31. 
Mary is Co-Chairperson with Rev. Eric Smith of the 
"Household of God" Ecumenical Gathering to be held in 
January, 1996, more next issue. 

WELCOME HOME to Co-Editor, Fr. Len Thomas who 
recently travelled to Antarctica with Fr. Barry King. Is 
there an article for our Bulletin in the offing? Hope you 
both have thawed out! 

Treasures lead Ecumenical Summer School 
BY MORNA STURROCK 

The Annual Ecumenical Summer School at Melbourne 
University is one of the church's best kept secrets. The 22nd 
summer school took place over February 3-5 at St Mary 's 
College, with the theme 'Treasures Old and New". 

Over a hundred regulars from the three mainstream traditions -
Anglican, Roman Catholic and Uniting Church - were there, 
with a sprinkling of newcomers including a leading Baptist 
pastor. 

The summer school in 1996 will have a national profile, for it 
will be incorporated in a national ecumenical conference, 
"Living Under the Southern Cross II". This will be the second 
such gathering following the World Council of Churches 
Assembly in Canberra in 1991. So, watch out for further 
details of the conference, with its theme "The Household of 
God", to be held in January 19-24, 1996. 

Meanwhile, back to Treasures Old, but mostly New. 

There was Dr Mark Coleridge, master of the Catholic 
Theological College, Clayton, a Lukan scholar giving a spell
binding oration on St Paul. He reminded us of "that shocker of 
a conununity at Corinth" where Christ came to see them. "If 
you want access to the real, living Jesus, the only place is in 
that raggle··taggle called the church", he said. 

There was the Irish-born ecumenist Dr Robin Boyd, recently 
retired from Wesley Church in the heart of Melbourne City, 
asking, and giving answers to the question "What's right with 
the Church?" Deploring secular Victoria's casino-led recov
ery, he used a timely description of gambling, as "the sale of 

hope to those who have lost it, by people who despise them". 
By contrast, where else but the church did one find commit
ment to goodness? The church was organised, it was national 
and it had a staying power nourished by its life in Word and 
Sacrament. 

Morag Fraser, editor of Eureka Street, and the poet Kevin Hart 
shared the rostrum for a consideration of Christian Hope. 
"Hope", said Morag Fraser, "is not an option, but an "impera
tive" , and she canvassed, "the possibility of possibility". 
Kevin Hart, Professor of Comparative Literature at Monash 
University, contrasted Christian hope with modern technolo
gy's "Internet" - "an endless round of options with nothing 
beyond those interminable choices". 

Then there was Elizabeth Smith, Anglican priest just returned 
from completing her doctorate in liturgical theology at 
Berkley, California, speaking on "Worshippers Today and 
How to Count Them". She had a nice description of ecu
menists as "bridge people who know and love their own 
church but are willing to go exploring". Elizabeth also gave a 
robust and challenging sermon in the closing eucharist at 
Trinity College chapel, where the Revd Christine Simes, chap
lain for the conference presided. 

Where else, one has to ask, could one find such a variety of 
treasures in the Australian Church, in a single weekend? It's 
time the secret about the Ecumenical Summer School was 
shouted from the steeples. 

(Church Scene, 17 /2/95) 



VALE 

Lenore and Kevin 

5/1/95 24/11/94 

Sr Lenore Sharry NDS and Mr. Kevin Pethebridge were long-time ecumenists and greatly respected by the Ecumenical Affairs 

Commissions and churches in Australia for their commitment and service in the work towards Christian Unity. 

Sr Lenore worked untiringly to educate Christians about their 
Jewish roots, and sought to redress attitudes of prejudice and 
heal those relationships. 

A member of the early E.A.C. Melbourne, Lenore was invalu
able on the N.C.C.A. Working Group, and also served as 
Secretary of the Australian Bishop's Committee for 
Ecumenism. 

At the Vigil Service on 8/1/95, Sr M Dacy NDS said "Lenore 
was a woman of peace in the fullest sense of the word - living 
out the qualities of the Hebrew word "Shalom" which not 
only means peace, but also wholeness, plenitude, complete
ness." 

On this evening Mr. Bernie Boas (Member of the L.B.C. 
Synagogue) commented that "Lenore was able to be a faithful 
and observant religious, an intelligent woman, a sound mem
ber of the Roman Catholic community, and yet she could 
completely accept those of us who had a different faith. She 
showed us that following one flag does not mean hating those 
who follow a different flag" . 

Sr Trudy Nabuurs NDS recalls her last conversation with 
Lenore after Christmas, "I mentioned to her how she had been 
such an inspiration to us all, and how much we would miss 
her, but now we would rely on her to intercede for us, and to 
continue with the work in a different way - she replied "Yes, I 
think I will be able to" she paused, and in a stronger voice full 
of faith said: No, I know I will be able to". 

Kevin Pethebridge' s involvement with the ecumenical work 
in our Archdiocese goes back to the year of the Eucharistic 
Congress; and membership of the E.A.C. is recorded in min
utes dated June 5, 1973. 

Mary Williams, in a tribute to Kevin at the 22nd Summer 
School, commented that "the Summer School has remained 
on the ecumenical agenda, due to the grace of God, and to the 
vision and commitment of Kevin Pethebridge. 

Kevin and Rev. Eunice Smith attended the first Summer 
School "Ecumenical Encounter", organised by the Roman 
Catholic Ecumenical Commission and they continued the 
encounter at every subsequent summer school! 

In 1993 we celebrated the 20th Summer School. After the 
Saturday evening dinner Kevin's commitment to the ecumeni
cal movement was publicly acknowledged. Archbishop Little 
spoke appreciatively on behalf of the Church in Melbourne 
and presented Kevin with an elegant carved statue of the 
Madonna and Child. 

Kevin attended every Ecumenical Commission; Victorian 
Council of Churches; Summer School and "Household of God 
as well as his own parish council meeting until late in October 
- listening, following the discussions, conunenting and mak
ing notes. His last ecumenical gathering was an afternoon 
with Roman Catholic ecumenists discussing the new 
Ecumenical Directory. 

Kevin was a natural ecumenist. A man of faith who loved and 
lived the Gospel, and wanted its treasures to be shared by the 
whole Christian community 'so that the world may believe'." 

May they rest in peace 



A NEW DOCUMENT FROM ARCIC II 
Life in Christ: Morals, Communion and the Church 

This new document begins with a sentence that, on reflection, 
I'm sure you would agree with. 

There is a popular and widespread belief that the Anglican and 
Roman Catholic Communions are divided most sharply by 
their moral teaching. (1) 

Don't most people think that Anglicans and Roman Catholics 
are sharply divided over such sensitive issues as artificial con
traception and maniage after divorce? 

This new ARCIC document is well worth reading because it is 
the first major agreed statement between two Christian 
Communities that studies the implications of each others 
moral theology for unity . Because as the earlier ARCIC docu
ment, "Church as Conununion", said, also constitutive of life 
in conununion is acceptance of the same basic moral values, 
the sharing of the same vision of humanity created in the 
image of God and recreated in Christ. (44) 

What does this document say? Briefly, it first of all outlines 
from scripture and our common reflection on scripture, the 
depth of the shared vision and the common heritage we do 
have in common. This is a beautifully written section on the 
statement. 

It then looks at how, from the break at the Reformation, each 
community developed its own distinctive way of doing moral 
theology. Such things as the influence of the laity, the moral 
formation of the two communities members, the exercise of 
authmity and moral judgement. 

The statement then moved on to detail some particular areas 
of agreement and disagreement. Human sexuality, marriage 
and the family, marriage after divorce and contraception are 
examined. The topics of abortion and homosexuality are 
briefly touched on. 

Finally it looks at how the agreement and disagreement on 
moral teaching affects the level communion that exists 
between the two conununities for good or ill. They draw this 
realistic, but hopeful, conclusion ..... . 

"Working together, however, has convinced us that the dis
agreements on moral matters, which at present exist between 
us, need not constitute an insuperable barrier to progress 
toward fuller conununion. Painful and perplexing as they are, 

FIRST WITNESSES: is a 
Lenten Study written and 
prepared by a team of people 
representing five Christian 
denominations. Each study 
focuses on a passage of scripture and invites us to 
participate in the proclamation of the Resurrection. 
Cost $5., available from Jean Hillier, E.R.L.C. 
Phone (03) 650 4511. 

they do reveal a fundamental divergence in our understanding 
of the moral implications of the Gospel. ( 101 )" 

This is an interesting and important document, inviting us to 
reflect and study on the implications of what it means to live 
in Christ, in communion through him with God, in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, in one co nun unity of faith and witness. 

Life in Christ: An agreed statement by the second Anglican -
Roman Catholic Intemational Commission. 

Catholic Truth Society/Church House Publishing, London 
1994. It 's available from the Catholic Bookshop , 322 
Lonsdale St. or Ridley College Bookshop, 106 The Avenue, 
Parkville, $8.50. 

Rev. Fr. D. Stanley 

APRIL 
Coming Events 

4 Ecumenical Educational Lecture Series 1995, 
VCCE Offices, An Orthodox Easter in Jerusalem 
6.00-8.00pm 
Middle Eastern refreshments will be served, cost 
$7.00 
Bookings - Gail or Joan 529 4377 by 30/3/95 

5 Meeting of Ecumenical Affairs Commission 

9 Order of St. Luke Healing Service, 2.30pm 
Uniting Church, Hotham & Inkerman Sts. E. St. 
Kilda 
Speaker: Rev. Dr. Barry Brown 

27 A Shoah Memorial Service - 50 years after the lib
eration of Auschwitz 8pm. Newman University 
College Chapel. 

MAY 
Inter-Faith Seminar for V.C.E. Students, Diocesan 
Centre. Date to be confirmed. 

20 Ecumenical Educational Lecture Series 1995, venue 
detail s later, Newton Daddow - Fair Share 
Programme Sam for breakfast. 
Bookings- Gail or Joan 529 4377 by 16/5/95 

28 to 
JUNE 4 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

27 

JULY 
17 

29 

Theme - Koinonia: Communion in God with one 
another 

Commissioning of the Revd Hamish Christie 
Johnston as General Secretary of the VCC 6pm, 
Venue to be advised. 

Ecumenical Educational Lecture Series 1995, 
VCCE Offices, Nungalinya College and Drafts 
6.00-S.OOpm 
Bookings- Gail or Joan 529 4377 by 617/95 

Victorian Council of Churches Annual General 
Meeting 

NOVEMBER 
10-12 Victorian Council of Churches Country 

Conference, Warmambool. 
1996 
JANUARY 
19-24 "The Household of God - Living Under the 

Southern Cross" at St. Mary's and Newman 
Colleges, University of Melbourne. 


