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Week of 
Prayer 
for Christian 
Unity 
1994 
15th-22nd May 
The Household of 
God: Called to be one 
in heart and soul 

ACTS 4:23-37 

The material presented for the "Prayer for Christian Unity 1994" was 
brought to its present form by an international group, some of whose 
members were appointed by the Pontifical Council for Promoting 
Christian Unity and some by the Faith and Order Commission of the 
World Council of Churches. 
They met in Dublin at Gort Muire, a retreat and conference centre run 
by the Cannelite f1iars. At their meeting the international group was 
joined by representatives of the local group which had prepared an 
initial draft. That group was composed by members appointed by the 
Irish Episcopal Conference and the Irish Council of Churches. 
The Week of Prayer for Christian Unity is celebrated mid-January in 
the northern hemisphere, and on January 16, Pope John Paul II told 
pilgrims in St. Peter's Square, to rediscover the need for the unity of 
the Church as "the family of God" and to pray for that unity during 
this year's Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (18-25 January). The 
1994 theme recalls how the Acts of the Apostles describes the early 
Church: "the whole group of believers was united heart and soul: no 
one claimed for his own use anything that he had, as everything they 
owned was held in common. The Apostles continued to testify to the 
resurrection with great power". 
This year the Week of Prayer will occur at a unique time for churches 
in Australia. Not only will it provide the usual eight days of special 
prayer and thought and practical efforts for the unity of Christians, it 
will begin a period of seven weeks concentrated preparation for the 
inauguration of the National Council of Churches in Australia on Jul y 
3. 
Some ideas for thi s special time:-
* Plan with the other churches in your locality to use the 

'Ecumenical Service for the Word of God ' during the Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity. 

* Distribute the 'Daily Scripture and Prayer Guide' leaflet to every 
member of the congregation on Sunday 15 May, and encourage 
them to use it in their personal or famil y devotions during the 
Week of Prayer. 

~· Pray for the National Council of Churches in Australia by using 
the Prayer Card at all public worship from 15 May, and by giving 
a Prayer Card to each member of the parish for personal use. 

* Inform patishioners by copying a sufficient number of the leaflets 
for distribution on each of the eight Sundays from 15 May to 3 
July. 

* Journey with other members of your own church and the other 
churches in your area on a weekly visitation throughout this peri
od for learning, reflection, prayer and fellowship together. 

* Include children in the programme for these weeks by using the 
primary and secondary lesso ns contained in the Kit for 
Schools/Sunday Schools. 

* Discuss in an ecumenical group issues about the Gospel in rela
tion to Australian culture and as a basis for unity an audio-cassette 
designed for use in one or two sessions. 

Order Forms will be included in the clergy mail, 
Further enquiries - Anne Paul E.A.C. Office, Ph 662 1962 

Jean Hillier E.R.L.C. Phone 650 4511 
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ALL READY FOR NEW 
ECUMENICAL BODY 

The National Council of Churches in Australia (NCCA), 
replacing the Australian Council of Churches (ACC), will be 
launched in Canberra in July this year. All is ready for this 
historic event which will see the Catholic Church as a mem
ber. 

The member churches will be the present 13 members of the 
ACC, and the Catholic Church. The Lutheran Church is in the 
process of making a decision about its membership. 

Representatives from the member churches will have a full 
day of prayer before the official inauguration in St. 
Christopher's Catholic Cathedral on Sunday, July 3, in the 
evening. St. Christopher's has been chosen as it is the largest 
church in Canbena. 

Following the inauguration ceremony, there will be a couple 
of days of meeting or Forum of the NCCA. 

What does being a member church mean for Catholics? 
We shall need to provide twelve delegates chosen from 
throughout Au stralia. They will meet regularly and be 
involved in some of the practical matters to be discussed by 
sub-committees. We shall need to contribute to the running 
costs of the Council, and that will mean several thousand dol
lars per annum from a diocese the size of Melbourne. 

Is it worth it? Unless we are actively involved in working 
with other churches for the Unity of Christians, it will be very 
hard to say that we are meeting the directives of Pope John 
Paul II to do all in our power to bring about unity. No church 
is asked to compromise on basic principles - that is why we 
are called a "COUNCIL OF CHURCHES". But we all bring 
to the Council the richness of our heritage. Hopefully Catholic 
people will take seriously their involvement in NCCA. 
Perhaps we could prepare for this by using the prayer printed 
below. 

Rev. Fr. P. J. Kenny, E.V. 
Ecumenical & Inter-Faith Relations. 



The World Scene 
BOMBAY: The World Methodist Council, meeting here in 
December, awarded its annual peace prize to Elias Chacour, a 
Melkite priest known for his work in favour of reconciliation 
between Israelis and Palestinians. Chacour is the founder of the 
College of Ibillim, near Nazareth , which has 1500 students and 
a faculty of Christians, Jews and Muslims. Chacour is the first 
Catholic to receive the award, instituted in 1977. Among earlier 
recipients were Anwar Sadat, Jimmy Carter and Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 
(Ecumenical Press Service, 1-15/1/94) 

JERUSALEM: was chosen for the signing of the "Fundamental 
Agreement" between the Holy See and the State of Israel on 
December 30, 1993. The agreement, Gerard O ' Connell writes, 
opened the way for the establishment of full diplomatic rela
tions between the two, and paves the way for the full legal 
recognition of the Catholic Church in Israel. Although the ques
tion of the status of Jerusalem is not addressed, 
is another milestone on the road to 
(The Tablet 8/1194) 

In Australia, the news of the agreement which 
Israel diplomatic relations has been we:lCCJmea~,as 
act of justice and responsibility" by the 
Christians and Jews. The council has 
communities as its national presidents: '-P'""'''~"'LL.u 
(Catholic) Archbishop Keith Rayner allll"':'1/-~rehb<ifs.h,~:'>-a. 
Stylianos (Greek Orthodox), Rec. Dr 
Church), Rabbi Raymond Apple and P•li!db'..!.+,.:k.V:M»·¥"'~·\"4"~ 
community) . 

Rabbi Raymond Apple, Chairman of 
Christians and Jews said in Sydney: 
Catholic Church has developed an ·'""'''"""'·"''!EFJ 
ship with the Jewish people and created a '-"<!.~H'<"'" .. ..V' 
understanding of Judaism among Catholic 
Jay people. 

This new agreement is a logical outcome of that movement 
long expected by both Catholics and Jews." 
(The Catholic Weekly, 511/94) 

MUNICH: Ecumenism is alive and well among European 
youth!! Eighty thousand (80,000) youngish backpackers of 
Europe ushered in 1994 with four days of ecumenical prayer, 
song and sharing at the annual "Taize on Tour" in Munich, 
December 28 to January 1, 1994. 

Our Bulletin co-editor, Fr. Len Thomas, joined in with 18-58 
year olds from Catholic, Protestant and Orthodox churches who 
took buses and trains from Lithuania, Poland, Ireland, France, 
Slav countries, and all parts of German y. 

Taize is the young people's ecumenical centre in France. Each 
year between Christmas and New Year, it switches to a large 

European city and attracts crowds as big as an Australian 
Football League Grand Final. This year it was Munich. 

Melbourne has Taize groups at Donvale Carmelite monastery, 
Malvern, Fern Tree Gully , Bundoora, Camberwell and Toorak, 
plus in Anglican Youth Ministry Catholic parishes, and at St. 
John 's Anglican parishes, Bentleigh. 

At Munich which has 175 Catholic parishes, and many 
Lutheran, Orthodox and various protestant communities, the 
80,000 youngish people were housed in private homes, schools, 
parish halls and religious communities. 

Many parishes took as many as 300 boarders for the 4 days. 

program: At 9 am daily, each local parish held an ecumeni
multi-language prayer time, followed at 10 am by spiritual 

"'"'"'u''"'c'"" in language groups. 

in an "English-language" group with sever
between 18 and 24, some Germans , 

ans, two Polish , and himself as the only person 
as a mother tongue. 

the students who seemed multi-lingual, 
meAn·ouo. often descended into French, because of 

ve been the only Aussie at Taize on 

F\!J'i'l""~·tt!,~+l•I'F"'ilr?'~M~i'tr'irl-~r,PP·rlv underground railway, and hun
,000 into a central bare, muddy park-

i'a.~:~~~~~~~y~~i:!~2~-type lunch and tea, and the Taize 
~r hundred metres to a series of halls, 

or Exhibition buildings, for shared 
chants and reflective song. 

in Australia use Taize chants, because they 
reflective, and they attract communal singing. 

e prayer theme at Munich and for 1994 is: " Whoever 
toward God goes from one beginning to another." 

Taize hopes to have an Anzac Day weekend, April 24-26, in 
Sydney this year, led by the New South Wales Ecumenical 
Council and hopefully with some overseas Taize monks attend
ing. 

There are almost 100 full-time Taize monks, living a commit
ted celibate life, to help share the month-by-month youth
directed prayer programs through the year. Taize has been 
going 30 years, under the leadership of Brother Roger. 

Yes, ecumenism is alive and well among many European 
youth. 

(Fr) Len Thomas 

Book Reviews 
DATES AND MEANINGS OF RELIGIOUS AND OTHER 

FESTIVALS 

John G Walshe & Shrikala Warrier; 2nd edition; Foulsham 
Educational, London; paperback, 104 pages, 1993, $16.95 

This is a very useful, non-technical guide to the feas ts of the major 
world religions. Part one explains the calendars of the various reli
gions: the Western calendar, Baha 'i, Buddhist, Chinese, Hindu , 
Jewish, Muslim and that of the Eastern Orthodox Church. Part two 
consists of brief introductions to the beliefs and origins of the major 
religions. Part three, the most lengthy section of the book, provides a 
description of each of the religious festivals that occur in each month 
of the year. Part four is a series of calendars for the years 1993 to 
1997 that show the dates on which that festivals occur in these years. 
The 'Index of Festivals" indicates the religion of each festival and 
refers the reader to the details of the festival given in the body of the 
volume. A detailed general index is also included. The authors are to 
be commended for this unique reference work. It is an excellent tool 
for promoting interfaith awareness in our multi-cultural and multi
faith society. 

The above book is distributed in Australia by Capricorn Link. 

NEW DIRECTIONS IN MISSION AND EVANGELIZATION 
1; BASIC DOCUMENTS 1974-1991 

Edited by James A Scherer & Stephen B Bevans SVD; Orbis Books, 
Maryknoll, New York; paperback, 354 pages, 1992,$29.95 

This volume gathers extracts from key Christian documents of recent 
decades on issues such as evangelization, dialogue with other reli
gions, salvation, and conversion to Christianity. The documents are 
grouped in four sections: Conciliar Ecumenical Statements (chiefly 
from World Council of Churches meetings, and including a text from 
the WCC Assembly held in Canberra); Roman Catholic Statement 
(from Paul VI's Evangelii Nuntiandi (1975) through to the full text 
of the important Dialogue and Proclamation, produced jointly by the 
Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue and the Congregation 
for the Evangelization of Peoples in 1991); Eastern orthodox and 
Oriental Church Statements; and Evangelical Protestant Statements. 
The editors introduce each of the texts, and provide an overview of 
the issues in their lengthy introduction. 

Kevin Mark is Religious Publisher for Collins Dove and a member 
of the Ecumenical Affairs Commission. 



Churches Together for Marriage 
Interchurch and mixed couples 
would be helped by seeing the 
churches working together in 
marriage preparation and sup
port. If the churches could 
come together for marriage, 
they would both be supporting 
interchurch families and fulfill-
ing a mission which is of great 

urgency today. This is the conclusion which the Group for 
Local Unity of Churches Together in England reached in its 
report which is due to be published in 1994, the International 
Year of the Family. 

Starting from the other end, beginning not from a concern for 
Christian unity but for the survival of marriage, a similar plea 
for the churches to get together for marriage preparation and 
support has recently been made in the United States (see 
Man·iage Savers, by Michael McManus, Zondervan, 1993). In 
some parts of the United States local churches have covenant
ed together in a Community Marriage Policy , agreeing on 
minimum standards for the preparation and support of mar
riages celebrated in church - any church in the area. They have 
drawn on the best experience right across the denominations, 
and agreed to use it together, in a common policy. 

(From January issue, Journal of the Association of Interchurch 
Families, London) . 

Letter to the Editors 
Editors, 

I attended the 21st Ecumenical Summer School held at St. 
Mary's College on 4th - 6th February. It was my twentieth 
Summer School and I think, one of the best, if not the best. 
The theme of the School 'Tomonow's Church- The Heart of 
the Matter' was addressed by two of the speakers, Rev . Fr. 
Gerard Hughes, SJ. and Mrs. Isobel Gregory in a delightful 
and down-to-earth fashion. Both Fr. Hughes and Mrs. Gregory 
seemed to me to wear their spirituality and inner peace like a 
garment which you felt you wanted to share. It truly was a 
wonderful expression of how our journey through life could 
be; a journey where you travel light and discard irrelevant 
things and keep your goal clear in sight. 

Dr. John Collins gave us an informative talk on 'Ministry ' 
which was academic and challenging. 

Meals at these Summer Schools have always been good but 
this weekend they were superb, starting off with an elaborate 
21st birthday cake which seemed to grow. Dinner on Saturday 

Ecumenism in the Life of 
Christians 

25. Because ecumenism with all its human and moral require
ments is rooted so profoundly in the mysterious working out of 
the providence of the Father, through the Son and in the Spirit, 
it reaches into the depths of Christian spirituality. It calls for 
that "change of heart and holiness of life, along with public 
and private prayer for the unity of Christians," that the Decree 
on Ecumenism of the Second Vatican Council calls 'spiritual 
ecumenism,' and regards as "the soul of the ecumenical move
ment." Those who identify deeply with Christ must identify 
with his prayer, and especially with his prayer for unity; those 
who Jive in the Spirit must let themselves be transformed by 
the love that, for the sake of unity, "bears all things, believes 
all things, hopes all things, endures all things;" those whose 
Jives are marked by repentance will be especially sensitive to 
the sinfulness of divisions and will pray for forgiveness and 
conversion. Those who seek holiness will be able to recognize 
its fruits also outside the visible boundaries of their own 
Church. They will be Jed to know, truly, God as the one who 
alone is able to gather all into unity because he is the Father of 
all. 

From DIRECTORY FOR THE APPLICATION OF THE 
PRINCIPLES & NORMS OF ECUMENISM 

(Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity) 
Available from the EAC Office at $6 per copy 

evening was rounded off with a very entertaining talk by Rt. 
Rev. John Stewart. 

The prayers which were arranged and conducted by Sr. 
Loretta Brennan and Mrs. Jo Mcleay added to the enjoyment 
of the weekend as did the light hearted and happy approach by 
the Moderator Rev. David Wood. 

All in all it was a very well organised weekend and one to 
remember. Thank you to all concerned. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mrs. Norma Palmer 

Note: The Summer School was attended by over 150 partici
pants from Anglican, Baptist, Uniting Church and Roman 
Catholic communities. It can be concluded that spirituality is 
a vital issue for Christians, an area of our Jives where a thirst 
for direction is evident. 

Eds. 

SUBSCRIPTIONS 
ARE NOW 

DUE 
Herewith my $5.00 p.a. minimum subscription 

to assist with printing and postage, 

Name: .. .. .... .... ... ..... ......... ................... .......... ............... ......... . 

Address: ........... ... ... ... ..... .. ..... ..... .... ....... ........ ........ ........ ... ... . 

....... .. ..... ...... ... .... ... ... ... ... ... .... .. ... ...... ... .... Postcode .. ........ .... . 

Thank you 

(Editors, P.O. Box 146, East Melbourne, 3002) 



KNOWING GOD WITHOUT INSISTING ON A MONOPOLY 
(An e~ited version of a paper presented by Hans Ucko, 
Execut1ve Secretary of the World Council of Churches Office 
on Inter-religious Relations. 
Rev. Hans Ucko was one of the keynote speakers at the 18th 
Ecumenical Summer School in 1991) 
It seems as if the claim on monopoly easily becomes a com
panion of religious people. Religious language is more than 
often liable to insist on a monopoly on God, the Eternal, the 
Absolute, the Truth, the Way, the Ultimate or whatever name 
is given to the letters G 0 D. It is not uncommon that religious 
people insist on having a monopoly on God in spite of the 
very names they give God, names that say that the Ultimate 
Reality is overwhelming, endless, inexhaustible, boundless 
infinite, unlimited. ' 
Claiming monopoly on God is not a laughing matter or an 
object for ridicule. We have throughout church history seen 
how the absolute language of the Church made life difficult 
for those who were not Christians. Both Jews and Muslims 
remember all too well the days of the ghetto and the days of 
the crusades. And religious monopoly-language is alive and 
well. Waco, Texas, and Jonestown, Guyana, will remain dis
mal and terri~le memorials of claims for religious monopoly 
on the other side of mainstream Christianity. Other faiths also 
knov.: of a monopoly-language that is a threat to peaceful 
coexistence and fellowship. Religious monopoly-language 
kmdles wars and conflicts. There are many political conflicts, 
where religwus language is used to boost the conflict. 
Cardinal John Newman is reported to have said: "0 how we 
hate another for the love of God". It sounds extremely frank, 
but there IS unfortunately some truth in the statement. The 
claims may differ. There are religious traditions which are 
quite blunt and straightforward: "There is no other way than 
the one we proclaim. There is no other salvation than the one 
we administer". 
There are those who say equally forthrightly: "It is the will of 
God that everyone submits to the way we prescribe, because 
we have inherited the truth" . There are religious traditions, 
which may seem willing to allow and permit religious plurali
ty, although all the time knowing and holdino it in front of the 
other: "In the end they will all see that we "'have always fol
lowed the truth and that our way was after all the right one". 
There are parallels between our adoration and the monopoliz
mg of our expenence of God as the only one valid. Adoration 
and proclamation need to be kept together and never separated 
from each other. Religious language is fitting in prayer, in 
hymns, in a liturgy or in a jubilant doxology. It is in fact here 
that exclusive statements really belong and are not turned into 
a language of monopoly. When our asse1tions, proclamations, 
pronouncements are lifted up as expressions of our adoration 
of God and in our worship, and become part of a confession to 
and praise of God, then there is no limit to what can be said 
sung, prayed or chanted. Everyone will understand that thes~ 
pronouncements and assertions flow from the heart of some
one in love with God, someone who has been healed, someone 
who has been saved, someone who has been led out of the val
ley of deep darkness. It is only here that one can fully under
stand the boundlessness and limitlessness in the relationship 
between God and human beings. 
Wilfred Cantwell Smith, former missionary and professor of 

comparative ?istory of reli~i~n at Harvard University, illus
trates how differently Chnstlans heard his stories from his 
~issionary experience: "In mid-century many of us missionar
Ies ... _returned to the West and reported that from our experi
ence 1t was crystal _clear that many Muslims, Hindus, and 
Sikhs, ... richly participate in the grace of God and in his 
bounty ... Many Christians at home were hesitant to credit the 
joyous report, so firmly were the old doctrines entrenched and 
so closely was it felt that only by those doctrines could salva
tion be ensured." 
Interreligious dialogue is probably the only alternative to 
religious chauvinism and monopolizing.Throuoh interreli
gious dialogue we discover the other and realize that he or sh~ 
trans_mits a religious experience, which is strong enough not to 
be d1scarded a pnori by any facile interpretation of what the 
religion of the other is . We realize that the other also has a 
relation to his or her community and our common environ
ment. We may, through inteneligious dialogue, discover how 
':"le ~s people of various religious traditions find ways of min
Istenng to the world, towards the mending of creation. Our 
world today needs in all its interdependency global answers to 
~lo~al threats. ~here i~ no particular Christian peace or Jewish 
JUStice or Muslim environmental policy. And even if there are 
p~rticular confessional _responses to the threats of the global 
VIllage, we need to realize that that which we can do together, 
we should not do separately. We live today next door to each 
other in the whole world. This fact should now compel us to 
come together with our religious traditions, not to unite, not to 
merge, not to blend, ~ut affirming our differences, committing 
ourselves to a new attitude to the other. 
Int~rreligious dialogue means meeting the other as other, of 
facmg the unknown, realizing that there is more to the 
Ultimate Reality than I can ever fathom. The other is in his or 
he~ otherness a guarantee that religious pilgrimage is not capi
talized _o~ expr?priated by anyone. An important lesson in 
mterreh_gwus d1alogue IS therefore that the other provides a 
possibility for me to grow in my own faith and vice versa. 
Tolerance, therefore, does not suffice any more. We need 
esteem for the other. We must be able to be beyond. We need 
today a the_ol~gy of the other. I am looking forward to the day 
when Chnst1ans wil l thank God that there are Muslims 
Muslims thank God for revealing Godself to the Jews, and 
Jews thank God for the Christian way to God. It is only then 
that convenants between people of various faiths can be useful 
tools for reconciliation and peace. 
The World Council of Churches, when laying the foundation 
for what h~s. become one of its most important programmes, 
the mteneligwus dwlogue, called it "a spiritual adventure of 
the churches". Our works will not heal unless we come 
together as Jews, Christians, Muslims, Hindus, Buddhists and 
to~ether seek the good humankind. We may not be able to 
bnng about healing, but it is witness of reconciliation when 
people of various faiths, committed to their religious traditions 
seek each other for the good of the whole oikoumene the 
whole inhabited world. It is a witness of a new spirit ;nd a 
new commitment among people of faith. (EPS). 
(Ecumenical Press Service 21-30111/93) 

(We would welcome comments from readers on this paper. .. 
Eds) 

March 10 

March 16 

V.C.C. assembly (evening) Enquiries- 650 4511 

May9 

May 15-22 

July 1-5 

C.W.F._ Project '94, Koori Fashion Parade, Blackman Hall, Hawthorn Institute of 
EducatiOn. Proceeds - Fred Hollows Foundation. Enquiries - 808 4907 

Ecumenical Education Lecture Series 1994 - Mr. Caesar D' Mello - Who is my 
ne1ghbour? The Church & Development Aid. Venue V.C.C Office. Enquiries -
650 4511 

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity. 

Inauguration - NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES IN AUSTRALIA. 
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