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International Year of the Family 1994 
INTER-CHURCH MARRIAGES: During 1994 focus will be on 
Marriage and the Family, and the importance of its role in society 
and the Church. Included in the Church's responsibility to mar
riage and the fami ly must be the care and concern for couples liv
ing in an Inter-Church maiTiage, i.e. where both partners are com
mitted to their Christian tradition . These couples have special 
needs related to their situation and have often been overlooked by 
the wider Church and local community . 
The new Ecumenical Directory includes a substantial section on 
Mixed Marriages between Christians, singling them out as poten
tial "builders of unity". This is a welcome progress from the earli
er document, and reflects the importance of inter-church mar
riages in the eyes of the official Church. 
Here in Melbourne several attempts have been made to address 
the needs of inter-ch urch co uples . Back in 1978 a group of 
Anglicans and Roman Catholics had several meetings to prepare a 
document that was subsequently presented to Bishops entitled 
"Recommendations for the Pastora l care of Christian Mi xed 
Marriages". Rec ently members of the E .A.C. and 
Anglican/Roman Catholic Working Group met with a group of 
Inter-Church couples, and the fol lowing are some of the com
ments that came out of that meeting -
**** "We happily worship in both our Churches, and are well 
received but we fee l we have received little support in making 
decisions concerning our faith". 
**** "We feel we are a gift to the Church in that we reflect the 
unity that Christ desires. It would be good therefore if the Church 
acknowledged and celebrated our presence in the community. 
'''*** "We think there is a lack of understanding about couples like 
us. For example I am an active member of the Uniting Church yet 
I received an inv itation from my partners pari sh to join the 
R.C.I.A. program". 
**** "The Parish Priest requested that our daughter be re-baptised 
prior to receiving First Communion". 
Couples also fe lt it was important for the Church to show interest 
in the non-Catholic partner, regardless of whether they are active 
church go-ers or not. It was agreed that while the Church needs to 
be aware and offer on-going support, the best support can come 
from the couples themselves. Having gone through the experience 
of li ving as an Inter-Church family they feel they have much to 
offer couples coming into marriage, and could provide a ready 
resource for the wider Church . 
In Brisbane a group of Anglican and Catholic couples have been 
meeting over the past two years to look at ways of supporting each 
other, and to provide a support to other couples . With the encour
agement of their Archbishop, they are presently looking at prepar
ing Guidelines of Inter-Church Couples. Mrs. Monica Sharwood 
(E.A.C. Brisbane), a member of the group, says that a key issue in 
their discussions has been the question of Inter-Communion, and 
the pain couples feel are not being not able to share the Eucharist 

together in their own Churches. They believe a special case can 
be made for Inter-Church couples who are already united in mar
riage . While permission is given for special occasions, this could 
be extended to a permanent arrangement. 
Here in Australia we can be encouraged by the work that has been 
going on overseas. In BRITAIN the Association for Inter-Church 
Families was formed in 1968, and is a flo urishing body with 14 
area groups meeting across the country. It is recogn ised and sup
ported by Church leaders. Through their conferences and journal 
(available at E.A.C. office), they put couples in touch with each 
other and provide an opportuni ty for couples to tell their story. 
Martin and Ruth Reardon, Secretaries to the Association , visited 
Australia earlier this year to spend time with Inter-church couples . 
In CANADA, two Anglican/Roman Catholic Dialogue Groups 
(ARC) served as the catalysts fo r establishing interest in the Inter
Church marriages. In 1986 the ARC Bishops Dialogue published 
a set of Guidelines and subsequent to th is, the National ARC 
Dialogue prepared a study paper - "Inter-Church Marri ages : 
Support and Catechesis". With these documents, the Bishops also 
encouraged the formation of groups of Anglican/RC couples. Fr. 
Tom Ryan, director of Canadian Centre for Ecumenism, has been 
instrumental in bringing couples together with the view of estab
lishing an association similar to A.A.I.F. (American Association 
for Inter-Church Families) . 
It would appear that there is no 'blueprint ' for Inter-Church mar
riages. Whi le some couples are happy to worship wi thin their 
own tradition and encourage their children to attend both 
Churches, some have made their decision to lean towards the one 
Church where they can worship together as a fam il y. 
At the 1992 bienn ial nat ion a l meeting of Ec um enica l 
Commissions, Key note Speaker, Fr. Cyri l T. Hall y said "The 
basic household of the Faith is the family. For such families evan
gel ising mis s ion will include the ec um eni cal dimen sion . 
Members of interchurch fam ilies because of the high level of shar
ing are eminently suitable for engaging in three of the four forms 
of dialogue, of life, of action and of religious experience. Some 
also are equipped to conduct the dialogue of theological exchange. 
(Dialogue and Proclamation)." 
The structures and resources for the pastoral care and support of 
the increasing number of Inter-Church families are now being 
considered by some Christian Churches here. One denomination 
has an associate membership wherein the recipient can participate 
with their spouse in all levels within the Church. One Melbourne 
couple shares the benefit of belonging to both Roman Catholic 
and an Uniting Church community:-

"We feel we have been a living witness to the rea lity of ecu
menism in the Christian Churches of Melbourne. Our children 
have grown up with us on our faith journey. We have sustained 
through many difficult times by our Church communities and their 
priests/ministers". ANNE PAUL 

The official emblem chosen by the UN was des igned by Catherine Littassy-Roll ier, a well known Swiss arti st residing in Vienna. The 
design reflects the Family at the heart of Society. 
The des ign, a heart sheltered by a roof, linked by another heart, symbolises li fe and love in a home where, the art ist says, one finds 
warmth, caring, security, togetherness and tolerance. The open design indicates continuity with a hint of uncertainty. 
The symbol represents the complex ity of the family- at the heart of society. 



THE FIFTH WORLD CONFERENCE ON FAITH AND ORDER 
This year in August the Fifth World Conference on Faith and Order 
was held at Santiago De Compostela, Spain. Altogether there were 
about 400 participants at the Conference, thirty-two making up the 
Roman Catholic delegation. Of those, twelve belong to the Faith and 
Order Commission. Amongst the other churches represented were: 
Presbyterian, Churches of Christ, Methodist, Anglican, Evangelical , 
Eastern Orthodox, Oriental Orthodox, Lutheran, Baptist, Reformed, 
Waldensian, The China Christian Council , Episcopal and Uniting. 

At the last such Conference, which took place thirty years ago in 
Montreal, only five Roman Catholi cs attended as observers. The 
Roman Catholic Church is not a member of the World Council of 
Churches as such, but since 1968 it has had fu ll membership in Faith 
and Order. The Fifth World Conference was the first attended by 
Roman Catho li c delegates in this capac ity . T hroughout the 
Conference there were frequent expressions of appreciation of the 
Catholic presence there. The Conference discussion paper was -
"TOWARDS KOINONIA IN FAITH, LIFE AND WITNESS" . 

Some of the more significant recommendations :-

! . First, all the sections saw a need for Faith and Order to continue its 
work on ecclesiology- an interesting development, in light of the fact 
that the wee does not itself claim to be a church. 

2. Secondly, there was an overal l recommendation that Faith and 
Order promote study and work on ecumenical hermeneutics and 
methodology. The operative word here is "ecumenical", because 
usually in dialogue, the churches tend to work only ti·om within their 
own tradition's theological method and interpretation. 

3. A third important recommendation was that Faith and Order 
should explore ways in which the Gospel both critiques and affirms 
culture and context. This is important in the light of the significant 
shift towards contextual theology in many churches . 

A message at the conclusion of the Conference has been circulated, 
and we reprint item 10 (full message available from E.A.C. Office): -

10. Concrete challenges stand before the churches. in relation to 
faith, the churches must continue to explore how to confess our 
common faith in the context of the many cultures and religions, the 
many social and national conflicts in which we live. Such confession 
emphasizes the need for a deeper understanding of the church and its 
apostolic character in the light of the Holy Scriptures. In relation to 
life, the churches must dare concrete steps toward fuller koinonia, in 
particular doing all that is possible to achieve a common recognition 
of baptism, agreement on a common participation in the eucharist, 
and a mutually recognised mini stry . In re lation to witness, the 
churches must consider the implications of koinonia for a responsible 
care for creation, for a just sharing of the world's resources, for a spe
cial concern for the poor and outcast, and for a common and mutually 
respectful evangelism that invites everyone into communion with 
God in Christ. But beyond all particular challenges the churches and 
the ecumenical movement itself are called to the conversion to Christ 
that true koinonia in our time demands. 

(We thank Sr. Margaret Jenkins fo r providing the above information, 
and a full transcript of her address to the E.A.C. Information Meeting 
is available at the E.A.C. Office, Editor). 

TWENTY-FIRST ECUMENICAL SUMMER SCHOOL 
FEBRUARY 4TH-6TH, 1994 ST. MARY'S COlLEGE WITHIN THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE 

TOMORROW'S CHURCH 

THE HEART OF THE MATTER 
What does the future hold for the church in Australia? What is "the 
heart of the matter" with regard to the church's identity and mission? 
A church historian has written, "The fault of much pietism is that it 
sought to save souls apart fro m the world. The fault of much liberal
ism is that it sought to save the world apart from 
dichotomy needs to be addressed if the church is titt¢.!1:p~ier::tl:\·e )()'(, 
Biblical imperative of its mission . 

Can the church recover its confidence in the gospel; Ul~WJ~{t he 
viction that the gospel is true and that believing itg~ .. fJ~1~~t~ 
difference at the centre of one's personal life and s 
ties? _,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, 

What is an appropriate spirituality for our time tl~~~t·}g~~t %~~~JJle 
ple to be rightly related to their Creator? 

The twenty-first Summer School in Ecumenism w··· '1'H''·tJrovme ooooJrC','':'''''''' 
tunities to address these issues in a stimulating eii1hliihiciiJI s~~ttinfti/ t 
The presence of Fr. Gerard Hughes and Mrs 
Britain as keynote speakers and workshop ve us an 
experienced leadershi p team in relating spirituality to the issues of 
j ustice and responsibi lity. John Collins has recently published a book 
on ministry for tomorrow's church and will be our third keynote 
speaker. The Saturday afternoon workshops provide participants 
with the opportunity to work in small groups relating their learning 
to their particular situation in ministry. 

Worship , fellowship and frank engagement are hallmarks of the 
Summer school which celebrates 21 years as a respected leader in 
Melbourne's ecumenical conversations . 

The Summer School in Ecumenism helps Christians to appreciate the 
riches of · tradition and discover that we can still laugh 
and break praise of God. 
Joi n us! 

SPEAKERS 

Y, a member, with Fr. G. Hughes, of an 
worki ng on spirituality based on the 

. As well as being a valued teacher, 
retreats and training others to do the same. 

OLLINS, author of Diakonia : Re-in terpreting the 
Ancient Sources and Are All Christians Ministers?, which are both 
creating comment in Australia and overseas. A fam ily man and reli
gious educator, John is deeply committed to ecumenism and the ecu
menical possibilities in our churches . REV. DAVID WOOD is the 
Moderator of this years Summer schooL He is Parish Priest of St. 
John the Divine Anglican Parish in Croydon. He has had a long asso
ciation with Summer Schools. A liturgist, artist and the author of "Is 
God a Boy's Name?" David is a member of both the Anglican 
Ec umenica l Commi ssio n and the Angl ican/ Roma n Catholic 
Working Group in Melbourne. 

APPLICATION FORM 
Name .... ... ..... .. .............. .......... .... ......... ..... ..... ....... ...... .. ......... ....... .... . . 

Address ............. ... ... ... ................ .......... .. ... ................... ..... ... ......... .. ... . 

P/Code .... .............. ...... .... Telephone: ...... .. ... ...... ...... ... ........ ... ....... .. ... . 

Denomination: ............... . 

PLEASE ENROL ME: (PLEASE TICK CATEGORY) 

D As a Resident $145.00 

D An a Non-Resident $60.00 

D Concession (On Application) 
(For non-residents, meals will be available at St. Mmys, but must be 
booked at time of enrolment) 

D 
D 
D 

Saturday Lunch $ 10.00 

Saturday Dinner $ 15 .00 

Sunday Lunch $ 10.00 
All participants in the Summer School will be provided with the 
Friday evening meal at no extra cost. 
I enclose herewith 

Deposit $10.00 
or Full payment $ ...... ... .... .. ............ .. ... .... .. .. . .. 

Please make cheques payable to 
SUMMER SCHOOL IN ECUMENISM 
Ecumenical Affairs Commission 
406 Albert St, East Melbourne 3002 



THE ECUMENICAL AFFAIRS COMMISSION - A REVIEW 
The "Yesteryear" and "Today" of the E.A.C. was featured in 
our Silver Anniversary edition . Twelve months later we 
update this information. 

The Commission continues to meet monthly and a Forward 
Planning Committee was established at the November meet
ing. Its purpose includes to update the Commission's man
date, membership, plan its program and facilitate ecumenical 
involvement of parishes. 

Ecumenism is not an optional extra. In Pope John Paul II's 
greeting to the Fifth World Conference on Faith & Order held 
3-4 August at Santiago de Compostela he re-iterated the posi
tion of the Roman Catholic Church:-

"On the occasion of the Fifth World Conference on Faith 
and Order meeting, I extend warm greetings to all the par
ticipants and offer the assurance of my prayers that the 
Holy Spirit will guide and direct your deliberations on the 
significant theme "Towards 
Ko inonia in Faith , Life and 
Witness" . 

I take this opportunity to 
express once again my regard 
for the Commission's patient 
dedication to the work of over
coming the divisions among 
Christians, for this discord - as 
the Fathers of the Second 
Vatican Council pointed out -
"openly contradicts the will of 
Chri st, provides a stumbling 
block to the world, and inflicts 
damage on the most holy cause 
of proclaiming the Good News 
to every creature" (U ni tatis 
Redintegratio, I). I wish like
wise to reaffirm the commit
ment of the Catholic Church to 
promoting Christian Unity, so 
that the prayer of Jesus "that all 
may be one" (John 17 :20) may 
be realized in accordance with 
his providential design for his 
flock. " 

Following is a summary of news 
from our working groups:-

JEWISH/C HRISTIAN DIA
LOGUE: Sr. M. Lotton reports of 
continued interest and attendance 
at the three tours of the Jewish 
Institutions; and involvement with 
the Council of Christians and Jews 
on a state, National and International 
level. One significant event for 1993 was an evening to 
acknowledge the signing of the Peace Accord between Israel 
and the P.L.O. in Washington on September 13. 
Approximately 200 people attended this evening, held on 
16111/93 , and a Muslim, Jew and a Christian presented a 
response. 

UNITING CHURCH/ROMAN CATHOLIC WORKING 
GROUP: Currently this group has two papers nearing com
pletion; one on "The Church Ministry" has been undergoing 
revisions in the light of recent changes in the Uniting Church. 
It sets out an interesting historical perspective to ordained 
ministry, and should be a useful introduction to the style of 
ministry found in our two churches. A second paper on 
"Eucharistic Hospitality" has been reviewed by both 
Commissions, and comes at an apposite time with the publica
tion of the new Ecumenical Directory from our Political 
Council for Promoting Christian Unity. Dr. B. Johns would 
welcome suggestions from readers of topics of pastoral con
cern to our Churches - but asks that you add reasons support
ing your topic areas . 

ANGLICAN/ROMAN CATHOLIC COMMISSIONS met 
recently at St. Paul's. Dr. Charles Sherlock (Ang.) presented a 
report on the recent A.R.C.I.C. meeting in Venice. A. Paul 
reports a celebration of 1994 as Year of the Family is being 
prepared for Inter-Church families . 

EDUCATION IN SCHOOLS: We have continued to pro
vide speakers/material for secondary students studying 
Ecumenism or Religion and Society (V .C.E.) . At the July 
Inter-Faith Day held at the Diocesan Centre, 300 students lis
tened to speakers from Is lam, Buddhist, Judaic and Hindu 
faiths. The students were enthusiastic and questioned speakers 
at length. The program for 1994 is now being planned. 

AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN: The Archdiocese is 
represented at State level by Mrs. Carmel Blanton (President
Elect), Mrs . Joan Maher (Secretary), Mrs. Betty Fleming 
(Treasurer), Mrs. Doreen Bellin, Mrs. Candida Carvalho, Mrs. 

Barbara Lacy, Mrs . Nan Mills, Mrs. 
Mo lly Brown and Sr . Columba 
O'Callaghan. Mrs. M. Dixon is an 
associate Member, and Mrs . 
Berna Foster a "Friend of 
A.C.W." Catholic representative 
on the '93/95 National Executive 
is Mrs. B. Lacy (Min. Sec.) 

VICTORIAN COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES: The Catholic 
Church provides strong represen
tation on the Commissions of this 
Council, and E .A.C. Executive 
Chairman, Rev. Fr. Peter Kenny, 
is one of four Vice-Presidents. 

INFORMATION DAY 
30/11/93: was attended by over 
80 interested ecumenists. Input of 
the new Ecumenical Directory; 
information of the new National 
Council of Churches in Australia; 
and addresses by Rev . Fr. Peter 
Cross and Sr. Margaret Jenkins 
provided much up-to-date infor
mation for those present. Our 
thanks to Mr. Stan Paul for his 
welcome assistance, and to 
Executive Secretary, Anne Paul 
for her organisation of this after
noon. Thank-you to the speakers, 
we are most fortunate to receive 
the first-hand experiences of our 
R.C. international representatives. 

HEADS OF CHURCHES: At times 
we bemoan the lack of response by the Church to social situa
tions. Last month we saw a joint Church/judiciary statement 
on the Mabo case in the Press; an ecumenical statement on 
social welfare services, and input by Churches at the Victorian 
Community Summit. We hope for greater inter-church co
operation and combined action. 

NATIONAL ECUMENICAL COMMISSIONS: Greetings 
from our Melbourne Commission have been extended to Fr. 
T. Southerwood and the newly constituted Tasmanian 
Ecumenical Commission on the occasion of their first meet
ing . . .. The next National meeting of E. A. C.'s will take place 
in Sydney in September, '94. Mgr. Kevin McDonald, formerly 
a staff member of P.C.P.C.U., stationed in England, will be 
Keynote Speaker. 

We thank readers for their support of the Commission, and 
ask for continuance of your prayers for unity as we plan the 
1994 program . Our Execut ive Secretary would welcome 
input, suggestions and assistance in any of the above areas. 



International Dialogue 
THAILAND: A meeting was held in late September with 
twenty-one Asian Protestant and Catholic participants in the 
first "Asian Ecumenical Committee" (AEC) . It is hoped to 
develop more concrete structures to promote Christian Unity 
and enhance the Church 's mi ss ion in Asia, reports Hong 
Kong based "Asia Focus". 

VENICE: As a result of the August/September meeting of 
A.R.C.I.C., a statement "Moral Life" is to be published this 
month in England. The theme of the recent meeting was 
"Li fe in Christ : Morals, Communion and the Church". 
Australian members, Rev. Fr. P. Cross and Dr. Charle s 
Sherlock report steps for ward include common witness, 
some concepts of moral law, and further reflection on moral 
issues. 

AUSTRALIA: The U.C./Catholic National Dialogue group 
met in Brisbane recently. Members include - Rev. Professor 
James Haire, Rev. Professor Han Spykerboer, the Rev. Dr. 
Ian Gillman, the Rev. David Rankin, and Rev. Professor 
Bruce Upham, Arc hbishop John Bathersby, Bishop Jim 
Cuskelly, MSC, Frs. Tom Elich, Bill O'Shea, Tom Boland 
and Michael Putney, and Justice Alan Demack. 

SRI LANKA: CHRISTIANS AND BUDDHISTS WORK 
TOGETHER FOR PEACE: Working for peace and justice in 

Sri Lanka is a costly process, says Anglican priest, Dr. 
Rienzie Perera. "You can face persecution, marginalisation, 
or you can even disappear." 

Sri Lanka 's bitter civil war involving the struggle by Tamil 
people for their own separate state was still going on, he said, 
affecting the whole nation. The Anglican Church was now 
taking a lead on this controversial issue, seeking to work as 
advocates between the rebel leaders and the government. 
Although Christians are only seven per cent of the popula
tion, they embrace Tamils and Sinhalese . This gives the 
church a unique and privileged position. 
(Christian Conference of Asia "News", August, 1993) 

HONG KONG: Ecumenical co-operation and Asian solidar
ity were the themes of a meeting of representatives of 
Christian and alternative news/feature services, held in Hong 
Kong in August. It was the first time the Directors/Editors of 
five alternative and Christian press services formally met to 
work out strategies for closer co-operation in the region. 

Represented at the workshop were: Asian Ecumenical News 
Service (AENS, Hong Kong), Inter Press Service (IPS, 
Man ila), Philippine News & Features (PNF, Manila), and 
Union of Catholic Asian News (UCAN, Hong Kong). 
(Christian Conference of Asia "News", August, 1993) 

The cross of our Lord protect those who belong to Jesus and strengthen 
your hearts in faith to Christ in hardship and in ease, in life and in death, 
now and forever. 

Blessing given by Simon, a Bishop of Iran, at the time of his martyrdom in 
339AD 
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