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HEADS OF CHURCHES 
For the best part of twenty years the Heads of Churches in 
Victoria have held regular meetings. These began under the 
initiative of the late Archbishop Frank Woods and for practi
cal reasons were Melbourne based. More recently the meet
ings have included all Heads of Churches over the whole of 
Victoria. They meet about three times a year, sometimes for 
prayer, sometimes for business. On a few occasions there 
have been full days of recollection I retreat. There is no for
mal business agenda - just whatever needs to be shared as 
matters of mutual concern to the State's Churches. More 
recently, the Victorian Council of Churches has provided sec
retarial assistance for the group. This is just another example 
of inter -church sharing! 

THE FUTURE OF THE AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES 

About five years ago the Australian Council of Churches 
(ACC) at its General Assembly issued an invitation to any 
Church which was not a member to enter in to dialogue with a 
view to becoming a member. The Catholic Church and the 
Lutheran Church in Australia responded and a series of meet
ings of a special committee has been held to determine how 
the invitation of the ACC can be accepted. The proposal, 
already accepted by the ACC, is that some time in 1994 (or 
maybe a little later if circumstances so waiTant) the ACC will 
cease to exist and will be replaced by a new body, probably to 
be known as the National Council of Churches in Australia 
(NCCA). Membership of this body will be open to the present 
members of the ACC and those other Churches that wish to 
join. 

This is an exciting time for the Australian Churches. As their 
member Churches move along the road to unity , all Councils 
of Churches need to review their Constitutions every so often . 
This has happened recently in Britain and in New Zealand. 
Now it is to happen in Australia. 

The question for us is: do we want the Catholic Church in 
Australia to be part of such a national body? In determining 
our answer, we need to remember that a Council is not a 
Church nor a replacement for a number of Churches. It allows 
the individual Churches to work together while maintaining 
their individuality. Co-operation of this sort can be a way of 
resolving eventually some of the differences we have. It is 
also a sign to those around us that we are serious in our efforts 
to gain unity. Catholics already share some of the national 
projects - eg Week of Prayer material, Study programmes, 
Faith and Order projects, to name a few. 

But membership comes at a price - Membership fees are nec
essary to maintain the secretaries and staff. The question we 
must answer is whether we are prepared to show our desire for 
unity by encouraging our people to contribute to the cost of 
membership. Other Australian Churches have done this for a 
number of years. Are we ready to do so now? The 
Melbourne Ecumenical Affairs Commission would like to 
hear your comments so that they can be passed on to the com
mittee working on this . A letter or a phone call to our office 
(03 662 1962) with your ideas will be appreciated. 

(Rev) Peter Kenny 
Episcopal Vicar, Ecumenical and Inter-Faith Affairs. 
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AN ECUMENICAL PARISH
TAKING US INTO THE 

FUTURE? 
During the month of June parishes throughout the Melbourne 
Diocese will be asked to discuss a document prepared by the 
Catholic Research and Pastoral Planning Office (C.R.O.P.P) 
entitled "TOMORROWS CHURCH ; PLANNING FOR 
LEADERSHIP." 

One of the implications of the document is that it may call for 
a re-structuring of Parishes to enable good leadership to con
tinue. 

The following is a report of a new development that is taking 
place in South Australia as a new local Estate moves towards 
forming an Ecumenical Parish -

"SEAFORD ECUMENICAL MISSION/CENTRE 
Seaford is a fast growing area thirty-five kilometres south of 
Adelaide. It already has a population of 11 ,000 people, and 
this will grow to 31,000 by the turn of the century. 

Representatives of the Christian churches have been meeting 
on a regular basis to consider their interests in the area and to 
work with governmental people in the provision of human 
services for these people. 

Eventually four churches decided to join together to form the 
SEAFORD ECUMENICAL MISSION. These are the 
Anglican, Uniting, Catholic and Churches of Christ. 

The overall purpose of the Mission is to provide a joint min
istry in enabling Christians -

(1) to work together in the Seaford/Moana area in proclaim
ing the Good News of Jesus Christ, in developing faith, wit
ness and service among its people, and in promoting a spirit 
and practice of community within and between the churches. 

(2) to be of service to the people of the wider community in 
their concerns and hopes, as part of a broader-based spirit 
and practice of community. 

In particular, the Mission is to work towards providing a 
multi-function Ecumenical Centre in the Seaford District 
Centre as a resource for achieving the overall purpose." 

In Brisbane a document called "Guidelines for Collaborative 
Local Ministry" is currently being presented to the Priests' 
Council. Discussion between the various Churches has 
already taken place concerning the setting up of an ecumenical 
Parish at Springfield, South of Brisbane. 

NOTE: 
Please pass on this issue to 

Assistants, fellow clergy, members 
of your community and 

parishioners. 
Thank You 

' -



CONCEPTS OF DIVISION 
AND UNITY IN THE 

ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT 
By Yacob Tesfai 

The question of "unity" is at the heart of the ecumenical 
movement, whether it be within the World Council of 
Churches (WCC) or other ecumenical organizations. The pre
occupation with unity presupposes that there is a division 
which need to be overcome. Even though one can say that 
there is an overall consensus on these affirmations, that is, that 
division and unity are the concerns of the ecumenical move
ment, there is no corresponding agreement on the definition of 
the nature of the division and consequently, the nature of the 
unity that is sought. 

My intention here is to explore a little more closely some of 
the differences in the perceptions and understandings of the 
nature of the division and unity as they are found in the ecu
menical movement. I am of the opinion that there are two 
views of the nature of the division and unity that need to be 
spelled out. 

For the sake of simplicity, I shall refer to the two views as 1. 
division and unity in doctrine, and 2. division and unity in life. 
One should hasten to add that these two views of division and 
unity have, in one form or another, a long history in the ecu
menical movement, even though their shape and proponents 
and the sharpness of their arguments change in the course of 
time. 

In recent years especially, these two tendencies have gained 
added significance and sharpness through a number of state
ments emerging especially out of the context of the Third 
W odd. They are both challenges to the understanding of the 
Christian faith because, ultimately, they go back to the under
standing of the Gospel itself. 

1. DIVISION AND UNITY IN DOCTRINE 
To the question, "What is the goal of the ecumenical move
ment?" has been given an unequivocal answer: the goal of 
the ecumenical movement is to bring the various Christian 
churches to unity through agreements on the Christian faith. 
The one current of the ecumenical movement which has 
applied itself diligently and continuously to this search for 
Christian Unity in terms of achieving doctrinal agreements 
among the various Christian confessions is the Faith and 
Order Movement. From its start, it has dedicated its efforts to 
the achievements of visible unity of the churches. It has done 
this through its discussions of the doctrinal issues that divided 
the Christian churches. Through the extensive dialogues that 
it has sponsored, it has tried to contribute to the eventual com
ing together of the churches. 

In general then, when there is talk of division in the ecumeni
cal movement, it usually refers to the division of the Church 
into a variety of churches or denominations. The divisions are 
understood to be based on differences on doctrinal issues 
which arose at one time or another during the history of the 
church. 

There is no need to enter into the discussion of the vexing 
question of the nature of the unity that is sought by the ecu
menical movement. According to this line of thinking, the 
unity of the churches will be achieved through painstaking 
and time-consuming discussions on the doctrinal issues that 
separate them. These discussions focus on such issues as bap
tism, eucharist, ministry, tradition and traditions, ecclesiology 
and other doctrinal issues that contribute to the separation of 
the churches. The idea is that, once these obstacles are 
removed, the way will be paved to the unity of the churches. 

Such an understanding of the division and unity is deeply 
embedded in and characterizes the ecumenical movement. As 
the latest WCC Assembly in Canberra demonstrated, there are 
bodies in the ecumenical movement that still argue vehement
ly in defense of this approach. For example, the Orthodox 

participants argued strongly that the goal of the wee is " . . . 
to be an instrument aiming at the restoration of Christian unity 
.. " They argue that the raison d'etre of the ecumenical move
ment is to search for visible unity in the confession of the one 
Christian faith. If such a line is not followed by the ecumeni
cal movement, they contend, it has given up its original goal. 
In that event, they would find it necessary to reconsider their 
membership in the Council. There are still others who are of 
the opinion that any effort which turns the World Council 
from pursuing the search for unity through doctrinal discus
sions ultimately betrays the goal of the movement. They 
lament the WCC's alleged concentration on issues which 
favour other than these concerns. 

2. DIVISIONS AND UNITY IN LIFE 
A number of ecumenical groups in the Third World have 
expressed themselves very strongly on the questions of divi
sion and unity of the Church. It is interesting to note, howev
er, that their understanding of the two concepts are different 
from those that are advocated by the "mainline" ecumenical 
movement. In a sense, this is not surprising when one takes 
into consideration the conclusions of leading theologians of 
the Third World regarding confessional differences. After 
reviewing several meetings of the Ecumenical Association of 
Third World Theologians (EATWOT), Virginia Fabella 
writes: 

"It is astonishing but true that in all of EA TWOT' s intense 
discussions, confessional divisions have surfaced ... Dogmas 
and doctrines that separate denominations have never been a 
root of disagreement among EATWOT theologians." 

As a consequence, their understanding of division begins with 
the recognition of the division of humanity. It affirms that the 
division of the Church has to do with the division of humani
ty. The two are intimately tied together. The division of 
humanity, which is also found and reflected in the Church, 
cannot be left aside in the definition of the division and dis
unity of the Church. In other words, the Church is implicated 
in the division of humankind. And unless this fact is recoo
nized, these voices contend, concentration on the disunity ~f 
the Church only becomes unrealistic. 

This understanding of division begins from the analysis of the 
concrete political and economic situation that obtains in the 
world. In so doing. it does not ignore the confessional divi
sion of the churches. But this takes a secondary place. The 
tragedy of the division of Christianity is not its division on the 
basis of confession. The real division of the churches consists 
in the fact that they belong to what Jose Miguez Bonino refers 
to as "the system of domination." The division of the church
es is exacerbated by the fact that there are churches that sup
port, sustain and benefit from "this system of domination" and 
others which suffer under it. This is the case even though 
both the benefactors and the sufferers claim to adhere to the 
same Christian faith. 

The division which is being talked about is one that does not 
have to do with differences of denominations; it cuts across 
them. People belonging to the same denominations are divid
ed. 

This division is dangerous and threatening. It pits not only 
people in general but Christians in particular against one 
another. 

The division is intimately related to the situation in the world. 
It is especially elated to the relationship of the "Chri stian" 
West to the rest of the world. It has also to do with the rela
tionship of the churches to this history. This history is one of 
colonialism, racism, exploitation and oppression. The sad 
aspect of it is that, this manner of relating to the world contin
ues. The world is divided into those who benefit from oppres
sive structures - be they economic, political or social - and 
those who are oppressed by it. The churches are not innocent 
in this division. On the contrary, they are fully implicated in 
it. 

Unity of the churches is not found on the level of confessions. 
It does not issue from agreeing on what we believe in terms 



of the understanding of the Gospel, the Gospel that presuppos
es that Christians and the churches stand on the side of the 
poor and the oppressed in the society and in their struggle for 
justice. 
In continuing to deal with the traditional theological and con
fessional preoccupations, the ecumenical movement has not 
yet addressed "the basic disunity and scandal afflicting 
humankind itself." The movement will have addressed the 
real issue of unity only in a Christian way with the oppression 
of the poor. The division that is the most striking and scan
dalous is the division between the poor and the opulent, 
between the oppressed and the oppressors. This in itself is 
sin, a fundamental sin." 
Unity will be achieved only when the churches together begin 
to address this "fundamental scandal." This is the primary 
scandal to which the churches have to turn their attention. 
Whenever the churches avoid doing so and concentrate 
instead on achieving unity in the formulation of the faith, they 
are concealing the real problem and dealing instead with sec
ondary issues. 
On the positive side, there are signs that the ecumenical move
ment as a whole is becoming increasingly aware of these dif
ferent understandings of division and unity and is trying to 
bring them together. 
Some already see that the attempt to concentrate only on 
church unity will no longer be enough. For the near future, 
these tensions in the definition of division and unity will be 
with us in the ecumenical movement. One cannot deny that 
overcoming confessional differences is imperative because it 
also contributes to and is part of the division of humankind. 
Confessional differences are part and parcel of the division of 
humanity and have often played a decisive role in the latter's 
fragmentation. They have been, and still are, in some cases, 
causes for war and bloodshed. Therefore, an ecumenical 
movement that aims at the unity of the churches from the con
fessional perspective does contribute positively to the lives of 
the churches. At the same time, any ecumenical activity 
which confines itself only to the church's divisions on confes
sional bases risks the danger of becoming parochial. It will 
tend to ignore the real challenges of the world in which it lives 
and the faith which inspires it in the first place. On this ten
sion hangs the challenge of defining the future direction of the 
ecumenical movement. 
(Professor Yacob Tesfai is associated with the Lutheran 
World Federation's Institute for Ecumenical Research in 
Strasbourg, France.) 
These are extracts from Professor Tesfai's complete paper, 
published in Ecumenical Trends, February 1993. 

Guest Columnist: 

Mrs Joan Stott 
(Uniting Church in Australia) 

The Uniting Church in Australia maintains world-level 
involvement and membership with the three denominations 
which came together in 1977 to form the UCA. One of the 
denominational bodies, the autonomous World Federation of 
Methodist Women (WFMW) has taken as a particular empha
sis the issue of ECUMENISM. 

At the Geneva Executive meetings last year it was agreed that 
the following ECUMENICAL ACTION STATEMENTS be 
published in the International Newsletter, and that all Area 
Presidents do all they can to promote ecumenism in their 
"Areas". 

l . ECUMENICAL OUTREACH LOCALLY: 

WHENEVER POSSIBLE - SPEAK of the things we share 
ecumenically such as -

personal spiritual growth; 
social action; 
the Ecumenical Decade of Churches on Solidarity with 
Women; 
work on women's issues from a christian perspective and, 
networking locally and beyond. 

LOOK for and make linkages through involvement in com
mon concerns. 

WHENEVER POSSIBLE: WORK, WORSHIP AND PRAY 
TOGETHER. 

2. ECUMENICAL OUTREACH IN YOUR WFMW AREA 
CGeoe:raphic Region) 

RESEARCH denominational links and ecumenical work and 
notify your Area President, who will report the Area (region
al) findings to the World Officers. Area Presidents are to 
invite ecumenical representatives to the Area Seminar. This 
to be arranged through the Area or national office. 

3. ECUMENICAL OUTREACH WORLDWIDE 

CREATE links and encourage understanding of the work and 
outreach of the WFMW, through the distribution of the 
WFMW Handbook to other world ecumenical bodies. 

HELP build friendly relationships by using the WFMW 
Directory to introduce WFMW World Officers, Area 
Presidents, Vice Presidents and Newsletter Editor to the mem
bers of other ecumenical bodies. 

ENCOURAGE understanding among women of the WFMW 
in he Methodist, United and Uniting Churches in the on-going 
journey of WFMW as it considers the proposed new title 
"World Federation of Methodist and Uniting Women". This 
change is proposed by the WFMW Executive in order to 
encourage the world dimension of Christian women; to retain 
out roots but recognise the movement of the Holy Spirit; to be 
inclusive in all areas of the world; to enable the journey to 
continue for all Christian women. 

As part of my work as WFMW Area President, I visit the 
Units in the South Pacific and in Australia. 

At a recent visit to Sale in Victoria, I spoke about the outreach 
of the WFMW, both at a denominational level, but also 
emphasised our call to ecumenical outreach at local, regional 
world level. 

I was questioned within the meeting, and also later in private 
conversation, about ecumenical bodies such as Australian 
Church Women (ACW) and World day of Prayer (WDP) . 
There appeared to be great interest and enthusiasm for the 
work of these organisations, but there was lack of understand
ing about setting up local groups. 

Information and "How To" material would be very helpful in 
such circumstances, or promotional visits from the 
state/regional officers. What can WE do to encourage ecu
menism in our own localities? 

(Written by Joan Stott of Geelong, WFMW South Pacific 
Area President and Editor of the WFMW World International 
Newsletter, "The Tree of Life.") 

Book Reviews 
KEVIN MARK 

Bringing Churches Together: An introduction to ecu
menism 

Gideon Goosen; E J Dwyer, Newtown; Paperback, 192 pages, 
1992, $19.95 

I'm hesitant to review this book as I copyedited it for the pub
lisher, but that said this is such a unique and important work 
that I thought it best to make readers of the Bulletin aware of 
its publication as soon as possible. 

If you, like me, have ever tried to find written material on ecu
menism, you'll know that apart from the burst of books on 
ecumenism that appeared shortly after Vatican II, writings on 
the subject are generally limited either to pamphlets and brief 
booklets, or to rather technical tomes and journal articles. 
This makes the arrival of an up-to-date and substantial intro
duction to ecumenism, from a Catholic perspective and by an 
Australian author, very welcome indeed. 



Gideon Goosen holds doctorates in philosophy and theology 
and is associate professor in theology and religious education 
at the Australian Catholic University, Sydney. He is also, I 
read, a member of an inter-church prayer group and involved 
in other inter-church activities. 

He begins by considering the 'heart of the matter': the theo
logical aspect of ecumenism, including the central require
ments of genuine dialogue and listening in ecumenical conver
sations. The following chapter presents a brief history of ecu
menism, including the initial uneasiness of the Catholic 
church to the developing ecumenical movement and its 'U
turn' at Vatican II. 

Chapter three is a clear and illuminating account of what can 
be a confusing subject: the churches of the East, their oricrins 
and the East-West schism. Two of the appendices pro~ide 
further information about the Oriental Orthodox churches and 
the Eastern rites of the Catholic Church in convenient sum
maries. 

The Reformation, the formation and the leadership of the 
Protestant churches , and the relationships between these 
churches and the Roman Catholic Church are treated in chap
ter four. An appendix provides brief biographies of the 
Reformation leaders. 

Chapter five looks candidly at a number of issues beina debat
ed in the ecumenical movement today, such as the eL~charist, 
intercommunion, ministry, authority and models of unity. The 
issue of the ordination of women, for example, is discussed 
openly and fairly, showing not only that it may be a barrier to 
growing unity between communions, but how excluding from 
such ministry may threaten a deeper unity within churches. 

The following chapter is an up-to-date survey of the dialogues 
that are taking place today between churches around the 
world, and how ecumenists are working to overcome the rifts 
caused by the East-West schism and the Reformation. This 
chapter will be a welcome antidote to those who believe that 
the ecumenical movement is stalled or has had its day. 

The final chapter provides practical suggestions for individu
als and groups wishing to be part of the ecumenical endeav
our. In addition, at the end of each chapter the author has pro
vided questions for discussion and an appendix has creative 
ideas for further ecumenical learning. The book is clearly 
suitable for group or personal study. 

It is illustrated throughout with helpful maps, graphs, lists and 
pie-charts, as well as a selection of cartoons. A number of 
lists for further reading on a variety of subjects are included, 
along with a glossary and an index. 

It is a pleasure to be able to recommend Bringing Churches 
Together as a thorough, readable and stimulating introduction 
to a crucial dimension of contemporary Catholic life, thereby 
filling the great gap that has existed for such a book for too 
many years. 

INTRODUCING THE WORLD COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES 

Martin van Elderen, 2nd edition: World Council of Churches, 
Geneva; Paperback, 188 pages, 1992, $15.00 

This excellent volume provides a history and overview of the 
World Council of Churches, and in the process raises and 
explores many of the key issues of the ecumenical movement. 
In this way it also serves as a good introduction to ecumenism 
itself. The author, who is editor of the WCC monthly maga
zine One World, squarely faces and discusses common criti
cisms made of the Council, conecting misunderstandings but 
also honestly reveals areas of on-going difference of opinion. 
The relationship between the Council and the Catholic Church 
is discussed at various points. 

The book is illustrated throughout with black-and-white pho
tographs and includes a full listing of member churches. It 
was first published in 1990, but make sure you read the 
revised 1992 edition as it includes details of the wee 

Assembly held in Canberra in 1991, the restructurina of the 
council that followed, and a helpful annotated bibliogr~phy. 
Kevin Mark is a book editor and reviewer, and a member of 
the Ecumenical Affairs Commission. 

BOOK LAUNCH of "Bringing Churches Together - an 
Introduction to Ecumenism" by Gideon Goosen (reviewed 
above) will be held at the Victorian Council of Churches 
Office at ll.a.m. on June 11. Copies of this book can be 
obtained from the E.A.C. office at a discount price of $14. 
(Normally $20.) . 

COMING EVENTS ... 
VICTORIAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES : 

Annual General Meeting - is to be held on Saturday, 24th 
July at St. Christopher's Anglican church, 6 Mackie Road, 
East Bentleigh, 9.30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Ecumenical Education Lecture Series Time - 6.00- 7.30 
p.m. 3rd Lecture- Wednesday, July 14. 

Speaker - Mrs. Margaret Waterhouse, Anglican Dept. of 
Community Care A New Partnership? (International Year 
of the World's Indigenous Peoples). 

4th Lecture - Thursday, September 9. 
Speaker- Revd. Dr. Denham Grierson, Director V.C.C.E. 

Can Ecumenism Survive in a Post-Modern Age? 
Venue - Victorian Council of Christian Education, 2A 

Chapel St., St. Kilda. 

AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES : 
One World Week (15-22 August) - we have another signifi

cant opportunity to work towards reconciliation with and 
justice for Aboriginal people. Details - Jean Hellier, Ph. 
(03) 650 6811. 

INSTITUTE FOR SPIRITUAL STUDIES: 
Remaining seminars of the 1993 programme inc! ude -
John Cassian- July 17- Lecturer, Rev. Dr. David Walker 
Iconology- September 4- Lecturer, Rev. Alan Cole 
Taize Worship - September 11 - Lecturer, Br. Daryl 

Moresco 
Thomas Merton - October 30 - Lecturer, Fr. Michael Casey. 
For further information, please contact the Institute direct on 

(03) 662 2170, 471 Albert Street, East Melbourne, 3002. 

COUNCIL FOR CHRISTIANS & JEWS : 
Lecture "Righteous Gentiles" in conjunction with B ' nai 

B'rith, B' nai B'rith House, 99 Hotham Street, East St 
Kilda, at 8 p.m. Cost $5. Kosher Supper, on 28/6/93 . 
For further information - phone Sr. Mary Lotton - 817 
3848. 

INTERDENOMINATIONAL CHAPEL OPENED AT 
MTBULLER. 

ON Saturday 1 May, the inter-denominational chapel 
at Mt Buller was blessed and opened by Archbishop 
Frank Little in conjunction with D.W.McMonigle, the 
Anglican Dean of Wangaratta, and John Billington, the 
former Moderator of the Uniting Church of Victoria. 

It was a splendid day in which, finally, the first permanent 
place to worship and glorify God was established in the 
Victorian snowfields. 

The Church was built by the "Alpini", ex-members of the 
elite mountain troops from the Italian Alps with the sup
port of the Grollo family and the Italian community. 

It was edifying that some 3,000 Alpini, friends and sup
porters, including the Italian ambassador from Canberra, 
came from all over Australia for the occasion. 

Appropriately the first Mass in the new Church was cele
brated in Italian. 

As reported in KAIROS 16-23 May 1993(per Chris 
Zorden). 
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