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The theme and text for 1993 (Bearing The Fruit 
Of The Spirit - Galatians 5:22-26) are based on 
texts initially chosen by an ecumenical group in 
Kinshasa, Zaire . They reveal the country's cur
rent religious experience. In spite of a rough 
ecumenical journey weathering the storms of 
religious suppression and forced mergers of 
Christian bodies, the republic 's recent political 
independence has leveled former antagonism, 
thereby opening ways to new forms of Christian 
life and mission. While the road ahead is long 
and hard, church leaders in Zaire acknowledge 
the presence of the Spirit in their struggles. 

The message of the ecclesial community of 
Zaire rings abroad: their experience has parallels 
in many parts of the world. This serves as a 
reminder that the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity is global - observed locally, regionally, 
nationally and internationally. Everyone and 
everywhere, Christians join in fellowship with 
the church in Zaire to pray for the fruit of the 
Holy Spirit so " ... that all may be one ... " 

Material for the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity is available from Ecumenical Resource & 
Learning Centre, Level 4, Causeway House, 306 
Little Collins St., Melbourne, 3000 

Telephone 650 4511 

SUittlttER SCHOO..C CE.C'FBRATES 
20TH AKKI UERSARY 

Over 110 enthusiastic participants tackled the theme "Christ and The Australian Culture" from February 5-7 at St. 
Mary's College. Highlight of the week-end was the celebratory Dinner to mark the occasion during which Summer 
Schoolers were pleased to acknowledge the work of Kevin Pethebridge. 

.._. __ ...... 

Archbishop Sir Frank Little said Kevin has contin
ued his personal commitment and was the only 
remaining member of the original organising 
group. During the "winter of Ecumenism", Kevin 
has never flagged and has been an inspiration to 
younger members. 

The presentation of a carved Madonna and Child 
was accepted graciously by Kevin, who said 
whilst he was unaware of the presentation and 
would not have wanted this accolade, he enjoyed 
it! Well done and thank-you, Kevin . 



SUMMER SCHOOL 1993 
- John N. Collins 

This twentieth gathering of the Summer School at St Mary's 
College brought back numbers who had not been present for 
some years, and they had to mingle with the old faithfuls who 
had hardly missed a session. There was a deal of talk about 
the old in attendance, climaxing in Barbara's challenge at the 
Sending Forth after Sunday lunch to get some young 
Christians back with us in 1994. 

Age did lend an authenticity to this twentieth encounter of 
people who by this time are all pretty easy friends; age spoke 
of sincerity, hope, determination. And yet it also left an air of 
sadness that these same friends had been growing old in an 
ecumenical journey whch did not seem to be bringing them 
any closer to its end. 

This makes brave people of those who are still willing to con
front the ultimate ecumenical question of Christ and the 
Australian Culture, seeking out "some spirit which escapes 
the learned doubt" at the very time they were weighing the 
failure of suburban Australia. In his depiction of the great 
Parabler exposing the roots of our human identity Frank 
Moloney showed how far we have to go to find ourselves as 
Christians, while in seeking for the roots of the divine Being
Intelligence-Bliss, Robin Boyd illustrated how deeply we need 
to be baptised in our cultures to take faith forward across gen
erations. 

Workshops explored cross-cultural experiences in Australia 
today, recognising that God the Spirit is at work in the world, 
which thereby "sets the agenda", asking for our discernment 
and demanding that our churches set aside their institutional 
power games. 

In the midst of our prayer I did ask what we were doing talk
ing to God about mysterious things going on "in the highest 
heavens". If our liturgy has not yet crossed the cultural fron
tier from pre-Copernican heavens to our windy cosmic spaces, 
how can we pretend to come to terms with the red hollow 
where lives Ankotarinja, whom we met on Friday night? Shall 
we forever be Nolan's Kelly-strangers in this land and time? 

Perhaps sensing frustrations likely to be aroused in the 
encounter with this year's theme, Davis McCaughey advised 
us, in his vigorous occasional address at the Celebration 
Dinner, to walk slowly, to enhance our moment if we can, and 
to eschew arrogance. He was roundly applauded. Even more 
so was Kevin Pethebridge on the reception of a presentation to 
mark his twenty years of work for the Summer School. 

(Copies of Statements From The Workshops and tapes of the 
Summer School addresses are available for borrowing from 
the EAC Office- phone 662 1962). 

ASIAN CHURCH WOMENS 
CONFERENCE 

STATEMENT 
To demonstrate God's love in all areas of life through pro
grammes of development, justice and witness, the ACWC 
Consultation on "Economic Injustice to Women" was held in 
the Federal Hotel, Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia from 9-13 
October, 1992. 

We 42 women representing 16 member countries and 
Cambodia were challenged anew as we met to study and 
reflect on the theme. This was done through working, biblical 
theological reflections, lectures, workshops, country reports 
and exposure to local situations. 

Having been made more aware of the difficult and dehumanis
ing situations in which people are forced to work, we affirm 
our oneness in Christ and solidarity with one another. 

We commit ourselves 

- to pray for justice and peace; 

- to be better informed of marginalised groups in our commu-
nity and identify with them 

- to help create opportunities for women to express their hurts 
and despair 

- to reinforce the importance of a loving, caring family and 
work for justice, peace and reconciliation 

- to lobby the *gov't and work with secular groups and NGO's 
improve the conditions and lifestyle of women 

- to educate women about their legal and moral rights 

- to disseminate information of groups and individuals who 
can be approached for assistance 

- to raise the consciousness of men regarding injustice to 
women 

We acknowledge the need for change in attitudes and are 
committed to take these recommendations to our churches for 
action. 

We Asian Church Women will strive to overcome the injus
tice in our society with the empowerment of Christ, our 
Saviour. 

*gov't = government 

(ACWC is a group of Christian women from Asian countries 
who work for the recognition and status of women in these 
areas. Australian Church Women is affiliated with and sup
ports their endeavours.) 

BOOK REVIEW by Kevin Mark 

Transforming Mission 
David J Bosch; Orbis Books, Maryknoll, NY; Paperback, 607 
pages, 1991,$44.95 
This major study was the chief volume referred to by Fr Cyril 
Hally in his opening address (reproduced in part elsewhere in this 
Bulletin) at the most recent National Meeting of Diocesan 
Commissions for Ecumenism, and was also referred to by a num
ber of the presenters at this year's Ecumenical Summer School, 
most notably Fr Larry Nemer SVD during his workshop on mis
sion. 
Bosch was a member of the Dutch Reformed Church and head of 
the Missiology Department at the University of South Africa 
before his tragic death in a car accident last year. In his review of 
Transforming Mission (see Australasian Catholic Record, April 
92), Fr Hally wrote that in my opinion he is the most outstandi.ng 
of contemporary missiologists as well as being a first class scnp
ture scholar and theologian'. 
In Transforming Mission Bosch undertakes a monumental exami
nation of the Christian tradition since the ministry of Jesus to see 
how Christians have understood the way God saves and what the 

human response to this should be. In part one he studies in detail 
the New Testament documents in terms of their understanding of 
mission, showing how each of the writers expresses the Gospel 
message in different forms according to their circumstances and 
audiences. In part two Bosch presents his analysis of the period 
that followed, discerning five distinct understandings (or para
digms) of mission in the two millennia to our period. They are the 
Eastern Church paradigm of the patristic period, the Medieval 
Roman Catholic paradigm, the Protestant Reformation paradigm, 
the paradigm that resulted from the Enlightenment, and the one 
emerging in our day, the Ecumenical paradigm. In the concluding 
part Bosch explains this Ecumenical paradigm from thirteen dif
ferent perspectives, such as mission as common witness, and mis
sion as the quest for justice. 
While lengthy and scholarly the volume is clearly written and 
accessible. It is a groundbreaking and enlightening analysis of a 
crucial, but often neglected, dimension of the ecumenical endeav
our, as well as an excellent example of the richness of scholarship 
undertaken in an ecumenical context. 
Kevin Mark is a book editor and reviewer, and a member of the 
Ecumenical Affairs Commission. · 



PEOPLE 
CONGRATULATIONS 

. to the Rev. Professor Robert A. Anderson (founding 
chairman of the Council of Christian and Jews (Vic.) Inc.) 
upon reception of the AM (Member of the Order of Australia) 
in the Australia Day Honours. Professor Anderson has been 
honoured for his service to theology, particularly in the field 
of Old Testament studies and to Jewish/Christian relations. 

... to our own Executive Chairman, Rev. Fr. P. Kenny, who 
has celebrated the 30th anniversary of his ordination to the 
priesthood. Father and his fellow ordinands, from Africa, 
Thailand, China, Switzerland, Canada, India and the United 
States, studied together at the Propaganda Fide College in 
Rome~ and gathered in Perth recently for a week of celebra
tions. 

APPOINTMENT: Bishop Patrick Powers, Secretary of the 
Catholic Bishops' Committee for Ecumenical and Inter-Faith 
Relations, advises that Miss Denise Sullivan has been appoint
ed to this Committee as Executive Secretary. Part of Denise's 
responsibilities will be to liaise with the Diocesan 
Commissions. We promise Denise every support as she takes 
up this position. 

Denise succeeds Sr. Lenore Sharry NDS who served the 
Church so well in this position for a number of years. Thank
you Sister Lenore! 

CENTRE FOR KOORI MINISTRY OPENS ... On 
November 29, this Centre opened at the former Uniting 
church property in Rossmoyne Street, Thornbury. It is the co
operative venture of four major Christian churches and organi
sations namely, the Anglican Diocese of Melbourne, the 
Aboriginal Catholic Ministry, the Uniting Aboriginal and 
Islander Christian congress, and the Aboriginal Evangelical 
Fellowship. 

Vince Ross, chairperson of the Management Committee says: 
"The four organisations plan to use the centre for Sunday wor
ship occasions by different groups, ecumenical services, and a 
range of weekday activities including youth Black Theatre, 
and homework supervision. 

Representing the Aboriginal Catholic Ministry is Ms Vicki 
Walker, Co-ordinator, who together with Rev. Fr. Len 
Thomas launched Project Compassion at the Centre, 493 St. 
Georges Rd., Thornbury, on Ash Wednesday. 

We also report that the Narana Creations and Koori 
Information Centre at 41 Yarra Street, Geelong, 3220, opened 
in August. 

OBITUARIES: 

ARCHBISHOP SIR FRANK WOODS ... 1907-1992 
We join with many Christians in remembering the great ecu
menical contribution made by Archbishop Woods. During his 
time as Archbishop of Melbourne - 1957 - 1977 - he estab
lished close relations with the 
churches of Melbourne. Sir ~ 
Frank supported our Summer 
Schools up until his illness, • 
and continued to share his 
vision of ecumenism until his 
reward of eternal life. 

SIR GEORGE REID ... 
1903-1993 

We remember Sir George for 
his contribution to State 
Government, but more particu
larly as a keen ecumenist in his 
local area. Sir George, together 
with Lady Dorothy, was an 
enthusiastic supporter of our 
Summer Schools. 
Give them eternal rest, 0 
Lord, and may your light 
shine on them for ever. 

1993 

March 31 

April18-23 

Apri128 

CALENDAR 
Meeting of Ecumenical Affairs Commission 

National Liturgical Music Convention, World 
Congress Centre - telephone enquiries 885 
7785 

Symposium "THE LORD'S SUPPER" chaired 
by Rabbi S. Link 8 p.m. at Genazzano Convent, 
Cotham Road, Kew. Cost $5- Kosher Super. 

May 5 Meeting of Ecumenical Affairs Commission 

May 6, 13, 20 TWILIGHT LECTURE SERIES - "THE 
GOSPELS & THE JEWS" 

Speakers: Dorothy Lee-Pollard, Paul Forgasz, 
Anthony Kenny. 

Rose Hall, Mount Scopus College, 245 
Burwood Highway, Burwood, at 5.15 p.m. 
Cost $15 p.p. for series, or $30 to enrol 3 peo
ple. Details Sr. Mary Lotton on 817 3848 

May 10 Ecumenical Lecture Series 1993 

Jointly sponsored by the Victorian Council of 
Christian Education and the Local Ecumenism 
Commission of the VCC. Cost $10per lecture 
6pm-7 .30pm. Contact VCCE on 529 4377 

May 23-30 WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN 
UNITY 

June 4-6 VCC Youth Commission-

June 13 

July 4 

July 24 

July 31 

Sept. 9 

Sept. 30-

Oct3 

Ecumenical Environment Camp, details 
Rowena Allen VCC Office. 

Ecumenical service - theme -"Mental Health -
a Challenge to our faith?" 

3 p.m. at St. Ignatius' Church, Richmond. 

(arranged by The Schizophrenia Fellowship of 
Vic. Inc.) 

Ecumenical Lecture Series 1993 

Victorian Council of Churches' Assembly 

Ecumenical Affairs Commission INFORMA
TION DAY . . . (for details see our June 
issue) 

Ecumenical Lecture Series 1993 

The Third Ecumenical Christian Feminist 
Conference 

(enqui1ies Anne Paul EAC Office) 

VISITS TO SYNAGOGUES 

Temple Beth Israel- 24 Apr. 17 July 13 Nov. 

St. Kilda Hebrew Congregation- 20 Mar. 12 June 9 Oct. 

North Eastern Jewish War Memorial centre- May, Aug, Dec. 

Arrangements to attend MUST be made through Sr. Mary 
Lotton, nds, at the Shalom Centre, 179 Cotham Road, Kew. 
Tel: 817 3848. 
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NATIONAL MEETING OF DIOCESAN COMMISSIONS FOR 
ECUMENISM HELD IN TASMANIA 

St. John Fisher College, Hobart, was the venue for the Ninth 
National Meeting of Australian Diocesan Ecumenical 
Commissions from 4-6 December, 1992. Dioceses represented 
included Hobart, Sandhurst, Ballarat, Melbourne, Sydney, 
Maitland, Parramatta, Canberra, Bathurst, Brisbane, Adelaide 
and Perth. 

On Friday evening Archbishop Eric D'Arcy of Hobart wel
comed the 68 participants and 50 visitors to the public session. 
Columban priest from the Pacific Institute Sydney, Dr. Cyril 
T. Hally, spoke on the meeting theme - Evangelisation: 
Setting An Australian Agenda. 

Fr. Hally's lengthy and absorbing address traced the history of 
the Catholic evangelising mission, and we reprint a short 
extract: 

"The basic household of the faith is the family. For such 
families evangelising mission will include the ecumenical 
dimension. Members of interchurch families because of 
the high level of sharing are eminently suitable for engag
ing in three of tlie four forms of dialogue, of life, of 
action, and of religiou s experience. Some also are 
equipped to conduct the dialogue of theological exchange. 

If we wish to set an Australian agenda I suggest we 
encourage individual families and groups of families to 
engage in reflection/action as agents of evangelisation. 
The Holy Spirit is the principal agent of evangelisation. 
Precisely as domestic church such families are "temples" 
of the Holy Spirit. We need to be much more attentive to 
the sensus fidelium. 

Such an agenda includes , but goes beyond, the pastoral 
care of "mixed" marriages as recommended by the May 
1971 Report of the Joint Working Group of the Australian 
Council of Churches and the Australian Catholic Bishops 
Conference. The domestic churches within the household 
of the faith could be genuine signs and instruments of inti
mate union with God and of solidarity among the diverse 
multicultural, multifaith Australians." 

WORKSHOPS 
Workshops included one facilitated by Sr. Elizabeth Morris 
from Adelaide wherein participants worked through three 
aspects of Evangelisation: 

• What is already happening in our Dioceses? 
• What are we hoping to achieve? 
• Strategies for the future. 

The afternoon workshops included -
• Future Directions; Development of Local Ecumenism. 
• Future Directions: Effective Ecumenism- How, Where, 

Why of Dialogues 
• Re-assessing Long/Short Term vision of Ecumenism within 

the Australian church both at State/National levels. 

*** 
Participants joined parishioners of the Sandy Bay parish for 
their Vigil Mass at 6 p.m. Archbishop D'Arcy was principal 
celebrant and gave the homily . 

Dr. Jill Tabart, Vice-President of the Tasmanian Council of 
Churches , and National Moderator-elect of the Uniting 
Church in Australia gave an engaging dinner address. 
Speaking of her personal ecumenical pilgrimage over 15 years 
since the formation of the Uniting Church in Australia, Jill has 
come to understand and appreciate why other churches have 
THEIR distinctiveness . 

Jill spoke of four experiences through which she had grown in 
faith and understanding of church in recent times. The first 
was the 1992 WCC Assembly in Canberra when Professor 
Chung "challenged me to think more carefully about what is 
the core of my faith, what is the heart of the gospel, separate 

from the cultural wrappings in which it has been conveyed to 
me. 

Secondly, after a week in New Caledonia I learnt that 
Christianity came to the Kanaks, not through white western 
culture, but by means of an intrepid Polynesian in an outrigger 
canoe from Raratonga in the Cook Isles. I glimpsed the star
tling revelation that perhaps the gospel can only be received, 
in the fullness of its liberating power, as it addresses the spe
cific cultural and personal and communal situation. Perhaps 
there is no one formula for transmitting the good news of the 
love and forgiveness that our God offers in Jesus Christ. 

Thirdly, following the opening of Shalom Christian College 
an innovative model for Aboriginal education and leadership 
training - and since I have had opportunities to work with the 
people of the Uniting Aboriginal and Islander Christian 
Congress, I have been humbled by the deep spirituality of our 
Aboriginal leaders, and the richness of their faith arising out 
of thousands of years of cultural spiritual connectedness with 
God and God's creation. 

Lastly in our group studies on the theme "Come Holy Spirit" 
in preparation for the WCC Assembly, the most important dis
covery for me was - we need to be ministered to, by each 
other, in order that we might be whole. When we are channels 
for healing and wholeness within Christ's church, the message 
we proclaim in Christ's name becomes good news that is cred
ible in a world crying out for the hope, the peace, the joy, the 
freedom that Jesus Christ brings." 

NATIONAL & INTERNATIONAL DIALOGUE 
National Lutheran/Catholic Dialogue - was presented by 
Fr. Denis Edwards of Adelaide, who reported a very success
ful dialogue held at grass roots level in the Baros sa Valley, 
S.A. 

Austarc - Archbishop Little has advised that the Australian 
Catholic Bishops Conference appointed the following 
Melbourne-based dialogue group: Bishop Patrick Power (Co
Chairman); Fr. Dennis Edwards (Adelaide); Fr. Richard 
Lennan (Maitland); Fr. Stephen Bohan (Sandhurst); Sr. 
Margaret Jenkins C.S.B.; Fr. Dennis Stanley (Melbourne) and 
Fr. Peter Cross (Consultant). 

ARCIC - A joint report of the meeting held from 28/8/92-
6/9/92, at St. George's Hall, Windsor, U.K. was forwarded by 
the two Australian members, Rev. Fr. Peter Cross and Rev. 
Charles Sherlock. This meeting covered the Vatican response 
to ARCIC; the new Scripture and Tradition statement; and 
document on Ethics is being drafted for the 1993 meeting in 
Venice. One of ARCIC's briefs is to look at church-dividing 
issues and try to point a way forward. 

International Catholic/Methodist Dialogue - Archbishop 
John Bathersby of Brisbane reported that current dialogue was 
on Church and Ministry, and the major issues included Mary; 
the Saints and the Petrine office. The Archbishop commented 
on the importance to see churches working together in this day 
and age. 

*** 
It was resolved to pass on the following resolution to the 
Bishops Conference meeting in December, 1992. A final deci
sion would be made at the July 1993 meeting .. . 

"That this National Meeting of Members of Diocesan 
Commissions for Ecumenism assembled at Hobart on 6/12/92 
commends to the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference the 
proposal for the formation of the NATIONAL COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES IN AUSTRALIA. We assure the conference of 
our whole-hearted support for this initiative ." 

A full summary of proceedings of the 9th National meeting
may be borrowed from the EAC Office. 


