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A LOOK AT THE ECUMENICAL AFFAIRS COMMISSION 
It is a Wednesday evening. Fifteen people are sitting around 
a large table in a downstairs room across the road from 
St. Patrick's Cathedral. They spend a quarter of an hour 
in prayer and then begin a two hour meeting. 

It is November 1992 and it is the 243rd meeting of the 
Ecumenical Affairs Commission of the Catholic Archdi
ocese of Melbourne. This has been monthly procedure for 
twenty five years. Earlier meetings were in the former St. 
Patrick 's Cathedral presbytery during the afternoon and 
with most of the participants priests. Two or three were 
women. Later the meetings were in the evening and in the 
newer diocesan centre. Now the Commission's small office 
is the setting and 213 of those present are women. A few 
are Priests or Religious. Most are lay. They have been 
involved in other work during the day. 

WCAL INVOLVEMENT 
All are actively involved in their own parishes. This is one 
of the strengths of the Ecumenical Affairs Commission 
(EAC). When the EAC began shortly after the Second 
Vatican Council it did so in response to a request of the 
Archbishop. Today, while it is closely in touch with the 
Archbishop and enjoys his support, inspiration can be drawn 
from the parishes where its members are active. In fact, 
that is generally how the members are chosen. They are 
people who have become involved in Ecumenical happen
ings locally and from there have been recommended to the 
Commission. 

COMMON ACTION 
There is a lot that Christians can do together - prayer, 
combined Church services, discussion groups, study of bible 
and liturgy, visits to the sick and elderly, membership of 
Australian Church Women, Inter Church Councils , 
participation in education programmes such as those 

designed to help senior students and teachers come to know 
something of other Churches. 

EDUCATION 
Almost every meeting of the Commission has education 
on its agenda. Annually for twenty years the Commission 
has organized a Summer School. This is now done in 
conjunction with people from other Churches. The Summer 
School educates and encourages participants in their 
common search for Christian Unity. 

Some of the Commission's work is more specialized with 
participation in dialogue with other Churches and Faiths. 
The work of ARCIC (Anglican /Catholic), Jewish -
Catholic relations and many others find their origin in the 
work of our combined Commissions. 

PRAYER 
After twenty five years, the members of the Commission 
believe they can be thankful to God for so much that has 
been achieved. Bitterness has all but disappeared and 
Christians who once were afraid to look at each other can 
now talk and work together. However, the Commission 
knows that today on the part of many people there is 
hesitation and on the part of others there can be concern. 
The Commission's task is to help these people. Hence all 
meetings begin and end with prayer and the members 
participate in prayer days and retreats. When and how unity 
may come about is not known to us. But what is known 
from the gospel is that it is the will of Christ that "all 
may be one". 

So, the monthly meetings continue. Interested helpers will 
be welcome. 

(REV) PETER J. KENNY 
Episcopal Vicar 

Ecumenical & Inter-faith relations 

ECUMENICAL AFFAIRS COMMISSION I992 
Standing ( L to R) Rev. Fr. P. Kenny, Mrs. B. Fleming, Mrs. A. Paul, Mr. K. Pethebridge. 

Seated ( L to R) Sr. M. Moorhead, Mrs. B. Lacy, Mrs. M. Williams, Sr. G. Smythe 
Absent: Fr. L. Thomas, Sr. M. Lotton, Dr. B. Johns, Mr. F. Hogan, Mrs. P. Ripon, Dr. M. Stephens, Mr. K. Mark. 
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TWENTIETH SUMMER SCHOOL IN ECUMENISM 
~k:darut~ 

~~~ 

FEBRUARY 5TH-7TH, 1993, 
ST. MARY'S COLLEGE 

within THE UNIVERSITY OF MELBOURNE 

CELEBRATION DINNER 
To mark the Twentieth Year of the Summer School, a Dinner 
will be held on Saturday 6th February at St. Mary's College. 
The Speaker will be Dr. Davis McCaughey, a pioneer of the 
Ecumenical Movement in Melbourne. 
Please note: Bookings must be made at the time of enrolment. 

THE SPEAKERS 
SR. MARGARET MANION, I.B.V.M. Professor of Fine Arts 
at the University of Melbourne. Former Deputy President 
of the National Gallery of Victoria and foundation member 
of Victorian Arts Centre Trust. Margaret's special interest 
is in Medieval Art and she has published widely in this 
field. 
SR. DEIDRE BROWNE. I.B.V.M. is a leading educator of 
Liturgical music in the Melbourne Diocese. She is a member 
of the planning committee for the National Liturgical Music 
Convention to be held in Melbourne in 1993 and a keynote 
speaker at that conference. 
SR. DEIDRE ROFE. I.B.V.M. is currently Provincial of the 
Loreto Institute. She has an Honours Degree in Arts from 
the University of Melbourne, her special interest being 
English Literature. Deidre has been Principal of girls 
Colleges in Sydney and Melbourne. 
REV. FRANK MOLONEY S.D.B. is a graduate from the 
Salesian Pontificial Biblical Institute and Oxford University. 
Has taught widely both in Australia and overseas and 
currently lectures at Clayton Theological College. He is 
the author of numerous books and biblical texts. 
REV. RODGER BASSHAM is a Uniting Church minister 
involved in pastoral ministry and teaching. He and his family 
have worked in Australia, the United States and Papua New 
Guinea. He has a continuing interest in Ecumenical and 
mission questions for Australia. 
REV. ROBIN BOYD spent twenty years in India where he 
was much involved in interpreting the Christian faith 
through the medium of Hindu culture. He has also lived 
in Scotland, England and Australia and returned to Ireland 
as Director of the Irish School of Ecumenics, 1980-87. He 
is parish minister at Wesley Uniting Church, Melbourne. 
REV. ROD HORSFIELD is a Uniting Church minister at 
present Director of Continuing Education for Ministry. His 
interests include doctrine, liturgy, poetry and preaching. 

He is a broken-down cross-country runner who finds solace 
in swimming. 
REV. ROBERT GRIBBEN is the General Secretary of the 
Victorian Council of Churches. He has taught Missiology 
and Ecumenics and Liturgical Studies in Britain, Switzer
land and Australia. He is the author of the official 
commentary on the liturgy of the Uniting Church. 

PROGRAMME 
Friday, Sth February 1993 
5.00 p.m. Registration at St. Mary's 
6.30 p.m. Evening Meal 
7.45 p.m. Introduction and Prayer 
8.00 p.m. Australian Culture: A Conversation 

Sr. Margaret Manion I.B. V.M. 
Sr. Deidre Browne I.B. V.M. 
Sr. Deidre Rofe I.B. V.M. 

8.45 p.m. Response: Rev. Ian Breward 
9.30 p.m. Prayer followed by Supper 
Saturday 6th February 1993 
8.00 a.m. Breakfast 
9.00 a.m. Prayer 
9.35 a.m. Scripture and the Australian Culture: 

10.10 a.m. 
11.00 a.m. 
11.30 a.m. 

12.15 p.m. 
1.00 p.m. 

2.30-4.30 p.m. 

Rev. Frank Moloney 
Response 
Morning Tea 
Living in the Global Village: What 
Difference for Australians? 
Rev. Rodger Bassham 
Response 
Lunch 
Workshops (Inc. Afternoon Tea) 

- Rev. Swee Ann Koh 
- Rev. Jim Houston 
-Rev. Larry Nemer S.V.D. 
- Mrs. Althea Dunn 
- Sr. Rita Rizzone 
-Mrs Nada Miocevic 

6.15 p.m. Drinks 
7.00 p.m. Celebration Dinner 
Sunday 7th February 1993 
9.45 a.m. Morning Tea 

10.00 a.m. Theology, Transforming, Culture: 

12.00 p.m. 
1.30 p.m. 

3.00 p.m. 
3.30 p.m. 

Selecting the Hyphen Rev. Robin 
Boyd 
Eucharist at Ormond College 
Lunch 
Sending Forth: Rev. Rod Horsfield 
Closing Prayer 
Afternoon Tea 

Tapes of the Keynote Speakers will be available 
the following weekend. 



ECUMENISM AND SPIRITUALITY 
THE 1992 PAUL WATTSON LECTURE 

By John J. Keane SA 

The Twentieth Century is a time when the struggle for 
the visible unity of the Church has become "a permanent 
lifegiving gift" for all Christians, said the Rev. Dr. Paul 
A. Crow Jr, President of the Council on Christian Unity 
of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Dr. Crow 
delivered the XIII Paul Wattson Lecture on Ecumenism 
at the University of San Francisco on January 27, 1992. 
"Yet, an irony appears in the last quarter of the ecumenical 
century," he observed. "Many observers believe the 
ecumenical movement has run out of gas and run into the 
sand. There is a massive apathy and we are living in what 
some observers call 'the wintertime of ecumenism'. 
Enthusiasm has been chilled by demonic confessional 
loyalty or by equally demonic institutional survival. These 
keep the Church from moving ahead toward the full catholic 
vision given by Jesus Christ," he said. 
Dr. Crow pointed out that ecumenism has entered "a dark 
night of the soul" (St. John of the Cross) a moment in the 
spiritual life when intellectual exercises give way to a special 
experience of the heart. In the midst of the dark night, 
ecumenical work becomes "less our work and more of God's 
work." The crisis of the ecumenical movement is not brought 
about so much by a lack of funds or wise proposals, or 
enough people, but rather by a lack of spirituality in the 
Churches and in their members. "The dark night our 
thwarted progress comes from the loss of spirituality," he 
continued, and "the hope of the future will depend upon 
the reclaiming of spirituality." 
"Spirituality is lived discipleship in the midst of the world; 
it involves fully claiming life in the name of Jesus Christ. 
Spirituality is rooted in the Scriptures; nourished by prayer; 
centered in the Eucharist; and leads to suffering. If we are 
to discover and to embody this kind of ecumenical 
spirituality, then drastic changes are needed in the way 
churches and ecumenical institutions function. Most 
ecumenical institutions, meetings and strategies rarely place 
prayer at the center of their work. Until the hunger for 
God and the hunger to live together in the presence of 
God are the most authentic parts of our yearning, 
ecumenism will always seem to run in the sand," he said. 
Dr. Crow outlined six marks that should form a spirituality 
of ecumenism: 

1. Ecumenical spirit brings a deep pain and a sense of scandal 
about a divided Christianity as well as a resolve never to 
resign oneself to this division. When we lose the sense of 
scandal, we will have lost an empowering sense of 
spirituality. We do not stand in the presence of God as a 
part of the ecumenical journey. 

2. Silence and solitude through prayer and contemplation 
are needed, even in the midst of theological papers and 
frantic business arrangements. The Ecumenical Movement 
will advance more by keeping our eyes on God through 
contemplation and not on ourselves, as St. Teresa of Avila 
has advised. Often ecumenical conversations say: "How 
great our traditions are," rather than "How great God and 
the Church of God are!" 

3. The centrality of the Eucharist must be kept as the deepest 
expression of the unity of the Church. We should feel deep 
pain whenever we deny each other the Eucharist. Although 
in internat ional ecumenical circles the Eucharist is off the 
agenda; in local areas it is fiercely on the agenda and 
unofficially practised. 

4. Spiritual ecumenism will be served by the practice of 
Sacred Readings (lectio divina) on the unity of the Church. 
These Sacred Readings would be drawn from biblical texts 
and from classic documents on unity and reconciliation 
issued by the churches. As Sacred Readings become an 
established practice, vivid ecumenism will be fostered and 
revealed. Their purpose would not be to provide information 
for sermons, but rather to offer more opportunities to 

discover mutual insights about the triune God and the unity 
God gives. Every Christian involved in the ecumenical 
movement should set aside one hour a day, one day every 
month, and one week every year for prayer and retreat for 
the unity of the People of God. If serious, we will come 
to pray regularly, if not daily, for the unity of the Church. 
5. Expressions of authority, friendship and hospitality should 
be visible. Friendship brings trust even when there are 
nominal differences. Friends in Christ learn how to engage 
in honest dialogue without polemics and destructive 
language. Moreoever, they appreciate the gifts of the various 
churches. Unity begins with open trust and caring friendship. 
6. Engagement in the sufferings of the world through 
solidarity with the poor is a sign of an ecumenical 
spirituality. This engagement also implies to a certain extent 
an acceptance of criticism from within the churches 
themselves. When one is elected to leadership in a church, 
one must not hide his or her ecumenical credentials or 
commitment. "Those who yearn for the unity of the Church 
must both identify with the sufferings of the world and 
be ready to receive the hostility of the Church." 
Dr. Crow delivered his Wattson lecture before 450 listeners 
in the auditorium of the University of San Francisco. Earlier 
in the day he addressed a group of Bay Area church leaders 
and scholars at an informal seminar where he spoke of 
his personal pilgrimage in ecumenism and how often times 
ecumenical proposals are superficial extensions of the 
various egos of the churches and how they do not come 
from a willingness to let God shape the unity of the Church. 
The next lecture will be on January 25, 1993 and will feature 
Professor Michael von Bruck of the University of Munich, 
who will speak on the relationship between the Christian 
Churches and Non Christian religious traditions in veiw 
of the centenary of the World Parliament of Religions. 
(Ecumenical Trends, September, 1992) 

Thank you to readers who sent their annual subscrip
tions to help defray costs of printing and postage after 
our last issue. It is a pleasure to hear your comments, 
and we welcome any requests or letters to the Editors. 

LETTER TO THE ED. 
On a beautiful Sunday in August I was invited to an Inter
church Baptism in one of my neighbouring Catholic 
Churches. The father of the child was a Catholic and the 
mother from the Uniting Church, and there were many 
happy people from the local churches present. The ceremony 
of celebration and welcome began with a joyful singing 
of an Alleluia followed by everyone greeting each other 
with a sign of peace. Two readings were followed by a 
short homily - both the Priest and the Pastor taking equal 
parts. Prayers of intercession were read by the children from 
both families. After the sacrament was administered there 
was a touching moment when one of the Uniting Church 
Elders took the child around the congregation who greeted 
her with smiles and blessings. 
Finally the congregation was charged to " .. .live out your 
Baptism by maintaining a life of worship, witness and 
service in your communities, so that Hannah and all the 
children among you, may grow in the grace of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and the knowledge and love of God." To which 
we all responded, "With God's help, we will." 
This was a healing, joyful occasion truly celebrating "the 
sacramental bond of unity, indeed the foundation of 
communion among all Christians." (Vat. II Ad Totam 
Ecclesiam II:II) 
Thanks be to God Mrs. Pat Ripon 
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MEMBERSHIP OF TllF; COMMfSSION 

Today under the encoumgin g leadership of Fr. P. Kenny and Executive Secretary, I' 
Mrs. Anne Paul, the Commission continues its mandate to engage in dialogue, 
support and keep our Diocese informed of developments in ecumenism. 

Our Commission is represented on the ANGLfCANIROMAN CATJiouc 
WORKING GROUp by Mr. Kevin Pethebridge, Mr. Tom Hogan, Mrs. Mary Williams and Mrs. Anne Paul. 

A draft of an lntercommunion statement is being considered by Sr. Mary. 
Lou Moorhead, Dr. Basil Jones, Mrs. Anne E1vey and Fr. S. Rigo together 
with members of the IJNI11NG CliURCil!RoMAN CATIJOLic WORKING 
GROUP. 

Sr. Mary Lotton is our representative working in the Jewish/ Christian Dialogue 
party. 

AUSTRALIAN Cl!URCl! WOllfEN delegates on the Commission include Mrs. 
Betty Fleming and Mrs. Barbara Lacy. The Catholic Church sent observers in 1966, and became fuJI members from 1968 onwards. 

Working with the V.C.C. is Mrs. Pat Ripon, and Dr. Max Stephens and Sr. Gabrielle Smythe is involved in local ecumenism. 

Fr. Len Thomas is Co-Editor of this BULLETIN Which attempts to inform, 
support and encourage readers as we journey together along the Lord's path 
with the People of God. Please remember our Commission members in Your 
prayers. 
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New wee General Secretary Elected ... 
' ... SEIZED BY THE ECUMENICAL CALLING ... ' 

Excerpts from Konrad Raiser's acceptance speech to the WCC 
Central Committee, 25 August 1992: 
For the last almost 25 years my own life has been shaped 
profoundly by the ecumenical movement. I have been seized 
by the ecumenical calling and it has been like a second 
conversion. For me it is both a vision of renewal of the 
one church of Christ in witness and service, and the 
obligation to commit all my energies to the effort of bringing 
this vision alive. It was out of this sense of obligation to 
our common ecumenical calling that I agreed to stand as 
a candidate and have now accepted your invitation to serve 
the WCC once again; the Council remains for me the 
privileged instrument of the ecumenical movement and at 
the same time the clearest embodiment of this calling ... 

Any one of us comes to such responsibilities with certain 
gifts and weaknesses, with characteristics and convictions 
which will shape their way of acting. Thus, I am conscious 
of the fact that my German origin raises ambivalent feelings 
among some of you; without doubt, the recent history of 
my country, with its shameful and joyous moments, is 
intimately bound up with the development of the ecumenical 
movement. 

I cannot and will not hide either the fact that I come from 
a Lutheran, Protestant background. The more I have been 
drawn into the ecumenical movement, the more I have come 
to respect and be enriched by the Orthodox and Roman 
Catholic traditions. I believe in the promise of this process 
of mutual enrichment while at the same time I am convinced 
that there is a witness of critical importance which 
Protestantism should render in the ecumenical movement... 

The WCC is the fruit and inheritor of a vision of unity 
and renewal, of common witness and service, of sharing 
and solidarity. While at certain moments and in different 
times one of the dimensions of this vision has been 
particularly emphasized, it has always been my conviction 
that the basic ecumenical vision and calling is indivisible. 
It will be my effort to strengthen this sense of the oneness 
and inner coherence of the ecumenical movement, while 
respecting the integrity of its historical manifestations ... 

The WCC is a council of churches. It is a manifestation 
of the fact that after centuries of bitter division and defensive 
confessionalism that churches have accepted afresh their 
ecumenical calling. This gives to the WCC its institutional 
strength and integrity and its structural continuity. 
Therefore, the task of strengthening relationships among 
the churches and with the churches, and serving the needs 
has to be at the centre of the council's action. 

However, the WCC is more than a service agency and an 
instrument of interchurch relations. It is the unique role 
of the wee to keep alive the wholeness of the ecumenical 
vision and calling which transcends any of its institutional 
expressions. It will be my effort to help in liberating the 
wee from too much institutional and structural preoc
cupation, so that it might become again a source of 
inspiration, not by offering definitive answers and solutions 

but in struggling to ask the right questions, trusting in the 
power of God's Spirit who will lead us into all truth. 

The ecumenical movement which draws its inner dynamic 
from that basic vision is wider than the WCC. It is a reality 
of and among people who have been seized by the 
ecumenical calling. It is from the commitment and struggles 
of these women and men, young and old, ordained and 
laypersons, that the wee and all other institutional 
expressions of the ecumenical movement have drawn their 
vitality. These "indigenous" ecumenical energies among 
local people have brought about a new reality cutting across 
institutional separations. The WCC must address and 
struggle, together with its member churches, with the issues 
of overcoming the remaining doctrinal and institutional 
divisions among the churches. But it will be my effort to keep 
the wee responsive to the struggles and hopes of people 
who seek to embody and live out their ecumenical calling 
in their respective contexts. Cut off from their energies, 
the WCC would lose its sense of vitality and credibility .... 

Footnote: Konrad Raiser, professor of systematic theology 
and ecumenics in the Protestant theological faculty of the 
Ruhr-University, Bochum, Germany, was born 25 January, 
1938. An ordained minister in the Evangelical Church in 
Germany, Raiser studied theology in Tubingen, Bethel, 
Heidelberg and Zurich, and sociology and social psychology 
at Harvard University. He received the doctorate in theology 
from Tubingen in 1970. 

In 1969 he went to Geneva, where he served for four years 
as study secretary for the WCC's Commission on Faith 
and Order. In 1973 he was named Deputy General Secretary 
of the WCC and in 1983 became professor at Bochum and 
director of the ecumenical institute of the theological faculty 
there. (One World, October, 1992) 

*** Founding of British Council of Churches Celebrated: 
Celebrations to mark the 50th anniversary of the BCC were 
held in Waterloo, England on 24 September. The BCC was 
dissolved in 1990 to make way for the Council of Churches 
for Britain and Ireland (CCBI) which now includes in its 
membership the Roman Catholic Church and many more 
of the African and Afro-Caribbean churches. 

John Reardon, general secretary of the CCBI, told the 
gathering of former members of the BCC and staff including 
two former general secretaries that "ecumenism cannot ever 
be allowed to be an optional extra suitable for the 
enthusiasts. If it is not integral to our Christian discipleship 
then we are already on the wrong tack". (Ec. Press Service 
10.10.92) 
Bosniaherzegovina: The Catholic and Orthodox bishops and 
the Muslim mufti of Banja Luka, have issued a common 
statement calling for peace in the former Yugoslavia. The 
letter noted that the three have already engaged their own 
communities in prayers and other initiatives to try to break 
down tensions between their peoples. (Ec. Trends, 
September, 1992). 

*** 
The Staff and members of the 

ECUMENICAL AFFAIRS COMMISSION 

wish all readers 
a JOYFUL CHRISTMAS AND MANY 

BLESSINGS IN THE NEW YEAR 
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