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AN ECUMENICAL EXPERIENCE 
TOM TIERNEY 

Being involved in the ecumenical movement in the wake 
of the Second Vatican Council has been an exciting and 
rewarding experience. I have recently retired after 15 
years involvement with the Diocesan Ecumenical Affairs 
Commission and would like to share some of my thoughts 
of that period and also of the future of ecumenism. 

Through the influence of the then parish priest of 
Blackburn, Fr. Paul Ryan, I joined the local Inter-Church 
Council and was noticed by Dr. Basil Johns, who asked 
me to join the Education-Pastoral sub-committee of the 
Commission. After a short period of apprenticeship, I 
was invited by Archbishop Little to join the Ecumenical 
Affairs Commission. During his time as a member of 
the Commission, Basil must have been personally 
responsible for the involvement of dozens of Catholics 
in ecumenical activities. Thank-you, Basil. 

One of my earliest tasks after becoming Secretary of 
the Commission was to help prepare a survey which was 
sent to all parishes and to collate the results of the survey. 
We noted from the survey that involvement in ecumenism 
in a parish was very dependent on the attitude of the 
parish clergy. Another result of this survey was the 
establishment of a register of parish contact people. This 
needs to be continually reviewed. 

I have been privileged to attend a number of National 
Meetings of Commissions and hear at first hand the work 
of our bishops in the interests of ecumenism. However, 
I was disappointed that we have not taken up many of 
the suggestions that arose from the exchange of ideas 
at the Melbourne Meeting in 1988. 

Visits to Melbourne by International church leaders such 
as Dr. Basil Meeking, Fr. Ted Yarnold, Pope John-Paul, 
Archbishop Runcie and Cardinal Basil Hume were 
important ecumenical events that took place in my time. 
The Commission also organised regular information days 
both at the Diocesan Centre and at various parish 
locations. Lenten and Advent study programmes were 
also arranged and distributed throughout the Diocese. 

I believe that the most important work in ecumenism 
is carried on through bi-lateral dialogue at all levels. 
The issue of the "Final Report" of ARCIC was an exciting 
milestone in international dialogue, and I was pleased 
to hear that Fr. Peter Cross had been recently appointed 
to join ARCIC III. He has been a source of inspiration 
and encouragement to me during my time with the 
Commission. 

I have been a delegate to the Victorian Council of 
Churches since the Melbourne diocese joined and have 
recently been able to offer some professional service as 
Chairman of the Finance Committee. The Council 
through its various commissions does excellent work 

under the leadership of its current General Secretary, 
Rev. Robert Gribben. It has an extensive ecumenical 
library and has published worthwile books on Initiation, 
Communion and Marriage in Australian Churches. 

I have learnt that there are many different ways of 
worshipping our God and that a great number of our 
practices are bound to our national and social back
grounds. I have met many beautiful people through my 
attempt to understand other Christian religions. however, 
I recognise my lack of knowledge through my inability 
to spend enough time studying my own and other 
religions. 

Through my association with many church organisations, 
I have learnt that The Church is its people. Change will 
occur even if some people in positions of power resist 
change and want to revert to older practices which may 
have no biblical or early church basis. 

I want to thank the Archbishop and other members of 
the Commission for their friendly support over the years 
which has helped to make my membership such a 
rewarding experience. I pray that we will continue to 
see progress on the way to Christian Unity. 
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INTERNATIONAL DIALOGUE 

ECUMENISM ... .'about ecumenism - we are all 
burdened in our relationships with other churches and 
ecclesial bodies by theological controversy and past 
events. If we are serious about ecumenism we shall 
address both of these with some urgency. I make one 
point only about theological differences. It is imperative 
that we should . adopt the method which guided the 
Anglican-Roman Catholic Commission in its delibera
tions. I, for my part, would wish also to explore in more 
detail what Pope John XXIII meant when he stated at 
the opening of the Second Vatican Council, "the 
substance of the ancient deposit of faith is one thing, 
and the way in which it is presented is another." What 
we first seek is our common faith. It takes time and 
much patience to know the mind of the partner in dialogue 
and to discover a formulation of the common faith. It 
takes time and much patience to know the mind of the 
partner in dialogue and to discover a formulation of the 
common faith, not only acceptable to both parties, but 
consistent; too, with the teaching of the magisterium 
down the ages'. 

(Extract from Cardinal Hume's address to a meeting of 
all the European Bishops, November, 1991. Salesian 
Bulletin, June, 1992) 

25 YEARS OF BILATERIALS .. .. Pope John Paul II has 
expressed hope for a deepening of official ecumenical 
dialogue between the Roman Catholic Church and 
Methodists. He made the comment in a March 26 
audience at the Vatican with the World Methodist 
council's President Donald English and general secretary 
Joe Hale and international Methodist-Catholic dialogue 
co-moderator Geoffrey Wainright. 

Over the past 25 years, five phases of official Methodist
Roman Catholic dialogue have covered a range of moral, 
spiritual, theological and ecclesiological issues. The path 
to agreement on matters of faith is slow and sometimes 
difficult, the pontiff said, but the goal of restoring visible 
unity among Christians remains. 

During an April 24 Vatican audience with international 
Lutheran leaders, led by Lutheran World Federation 

president Gottfried Brakemeier and general secretary 
Gunnar Staalsett, the pope called contacts between the 
Lutheran and Catholic traditions "encouraging". 
Ecumenical theological dialogue is "a source of mutual 
enrichment", according to John Paul II, adding that 
Christian unity cannot be attained "by camouflaging our 
differences nor by seeking the lowest common denom
inator". International Lutheran-Roman Catholic dia
logues began in 1967. A third series, focussing on 
ecclesiology, was initiated in 1986. 

(Extract from "One World", June, 1992). 

ORTHODOX .... Pope John Paul has assured an Orthodox 
delegation from the Ecumenical Patriarch of Constan
tinople, Bartholomew I, of the commitment of the Church 
of Rome to strengthen "the dialogue of charity", 
particularly in those areas where there have been 
difficulties between the two Churches. The Orthodox 
delegation was led by metropolitan Iakovos, Archbishop 
of the Greek Orthodox archdioceses of North and South 
America. 

(The Tablet 11.7.92) 

VATICAN - A Vatican hosted meeting of Christians 
and Muslims has called for more to be done to fight 
the exploitation of women. The conference on "Women 
in Society according to Islam and Christianity" said that 
women deserve support in their role as mothers, and that 
they should receive fair treatment in all areas of 
employment. 

(Kairos 16.8.92) 

CHINA - The Asian Regional group, made up of 
representatives of ecumenical bodies in the region 
supporting agencies from outside and the wee, met in 
Nanjing in mid-April, the first WCC-related consultation 
in China for more than forty years. 

(One World July 1992) 

AMERICA - As early as 1974, Virginia's Lutherans, 
Episcopalians and Roman Catholics were coming 
together in Hampton VA, experiencing the fresh breezes 
of the Second Vatican Council. "A Call into Covenant" 
presented by judicatory leaders was part of the LARC 
Conference in Lynchburg VA, November 16-17, 1990. 

(Ecumenical Trends July 1992) 

ISRAEL - and the Holy See have agreed to establish 
official relations. A joint permanent working commission 
will negotiate about matters of common concern, it was 
announced from the Vatican on July 29. 

(The Tablet) 

SCOTLAND .... Action of Churches Together in Scotland 
(ACTS), the ecumenical instrument which came into 
being in 1990, brought together some 300 members of 
its nine member Churches for its first Scottish Christian 
gathering, held at St. Andrew's College, Bearsden in 
Glasgow. Members of the Church of Scotland, The Roman 
Catholic Church in Scotland, the Episcopal Church in 
Scotland, The Methodist Church, the United Free Church 
of Scotland, the Congregational Church, the Churches 
of Christ (URC), the Religious Society of Friends and 
the Salvation Army were invited to step out on the next 
leg of their pilgrimage together. It was felt to be a 
considerable achievement, considering the sectarian 
history of Christian life in Scotland. 

(The Tablet 11.7.92) 



THE AUSTRALIAN SCENE .... 
VICTORIAN 
COUNCIL OF 
CHURCHES: The 
Annual General 
Meeting was held on 
July 25, and Lieut.
Colonel Kenneth 
Spikin was re-elected 
as President for the 
coming year. Vice
Presidents include 
Mrs. Carole Anderson 
(Uniting Church), Fr. 

Stelios Menis (Greek Orthodox), Bishop John Stewart 
(Anglican), and Fr. Peter Kenny, E.V. (Roman Catholic). 
The Revd. Robert W. Gribben was re-elected as General 
Secretary. 

We welcome the following new Catholic members to 
the V C C - Commission for Local Ecumenism - Sr. 
Margaret Galvin (Balwyn) and Mr. Joe Ragnanese of 
Coburg, and Churches in Solidarity with Women - Sr. 
Sue Baragry. 

"LOCAL CO-OPERATION IN AUSTRALIA" was the 
subject of a presentation by Rev. Roger Brown, Churches 
of Christ, South Australia, to the V C C on June 16, 
1992. 

In our Metropolitan area, the four co-operating 
congregations mentioned include Kensington Joint 
Congregation, Toorak Ecumenical Movement, Wantirna 
Co-operating Churches and Warranwood/Croydon Joint 
Parish. The rural sector has fifteen known co-operating 
parishes. 

At the State level, South Australia has seven metropolitan 
and eight in the rural area, whilst NSW, Tasmania, ACT 
have two, and NT and Queensland have one each. These 
co-operating congregations, churches or parishes may 
have convenants, agreements or process towards united 
worship or witness. 

The main participants in these parishes are Uniting 
Church in Australia, Anglican, Baptist, Churches of 
Christ, though encouragingly, the Catholic Church is also 
involved in two South Australian co-operating parishes, 
said Rev. Brown. 

TAKE NOTE: 
New address for - Victorian Council of Churches 

Australian Council of Churches and 
World Christian Action ... ... . 

Fourth Floor, Causeway House, 
306 Little Collins Street, 
MELBOURNE VIC 3000 

TELEPHONE Nos. Victorian Council of Churches -
650 4511 -Fax No. 650 8383 
ACC & WCA - 650 6811 

* * * 
AUSTRALIAN COUNCIL OF CHURCHES: It was 
hoped the Roman Catholic and Lutheran churches would 
be full members by the time of the 1994 conference, 
said the Rev. Ian Allsop of Melbourne, new president 
of the A C C after its biennial conference in Melbourne. 

"It's exciting that the Australian Churches are getting 
their act together so that they can enter into national 
debates with a united voice" Mr. Allsop said. 

Work has begun towards setting up national and 
Queensland ecumenical YOUTH FORUMS which will 
allow Church young people to act together on common 
issues. A youth task force, commissioned at the A C 
C's 1990 conference presented its report which found 
that, in the main, ecumenism among youth was based 
around particular co-operative youth projects. 

It was agreed to support A C C youth involvement in 
the Ecumenical Global Gathering of Youth and Students 
in Sao Paulo, Brazil, next year. For the first time Catholics 
will be involved. 

(Catholic Leader 15 .7.92) 

* * * 
COMMISSION TO CELEBRATE 25TH ANNIVER
SARY: The Ecumenical Affairs Commission of the 
Catholic Archdiocese of Melbourne was set up by 
Archbishop Knox shortly after the conclusion of the 
Second Vatican Council. Its first meeting was held on 
7th December, 1967 with the late Bishop Moran as 
Chairman. 

Since then the Commission has met regularly and recently 
held its 240th meeting. The current members of the 
commission are planning a suitable celebration of this 
significant event late in November. You will be advised 
shortly. 

ECUMENICAL SUMMER SCHOOL: Plans are under
way for the 1993 Summer School in Ecumenism to be 
held at St. Mary's College from January 29th - 31st, 
1993. Theme: "CHRIST AND THE AUSTRALIAN 
CULTURE". As it will be the 20th Summer School, 
a celebratory dinner will be included in the weekend. 
More details next issue. 

COMMON BAPTISM CERTIFICATE: is now available 
for families celebrating Baptism in Anglican, Lutheran, 
Uniting, Catholic and Churches of Christ. It is an 
excellent record and acknowledgement of the baptism 
agreement between the churches, and cost is $1. from 
the Liturgical Centre, 406 Albert Street, East Melbourne, 
3002. 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY: 
Reports have been received from some twenty-six I C 
C's, Minister's fraternals and lay ecumenical groups in 
the metropolitan area. Approx. 2,400 Christians took part 
in activities including combined services, special Prayers 
of the Faithful, daily scripture guides and a Day of 
Recollection etc. The 1993 theme will be taken from 
Gal. 5: 22-23 "Bearing the fruit of the Spirit". 

WORLD DAY OF PRAYER 5.3.93: Theme "God's 
People - Instruments of Healing". 

AUSTRALIAN CHURCH WOMEN: Many thanks to 
Sr. Jessie McDonell S G S for her enthusiastic 
representation on the Victorian Unit. Sister's resignation 
was accepted with regret recently. We welcome new 
delegate, Sr, Columba O'Callaghan. Catholic members 
of the Victorian Executive include Mrs. Carmel Blanton 
of Middle Park (Vice-President), Mrs. Betty Fleming of 
West Preston (Treasurer) and Mrs. Joan Maher (Publicity) 
of Cheltenham. 

WONTHAGGI: Combined Christian Worship services 
are held on second Sunday in the month followed by 
supper. Denominations include Anglican, Baptist, Roman 
Catholic, Salvation Army and Uniting Church. Donations 
of groceries are collected on this evening and distributed 
by the Salvation Army and St. Vincent de Paul Society. 



TOURISM IN THAILAND: 
WHO BENEFITS? 

An ecumenical group of fifteen church representatives, 
including five Catholics from Melbourne and Sydney, has 
recently returned from a two week long study tour of 
Thailand. This was undertaken as part of the Australian 
Catholic Relief and Australian Council of Churches' ONE 
WORLD WEEK which this year focuses on Tourism 
in the Third World. 

The tour group met with Buddhist organisations and 
church personnel, e.g. Catholic Council for Thailand 
development. A highlight of the tour was a meeting with 
the Australian Ambassador to Thailand with whom we 
tested some of our impressions and conclusions of our 
tour from an Australian perspective, including an 
initiative of the German government. Germany has 
recently passed legislation under which it can prosecute 
German tourists for sex crimes against children in 
overseas places such as Thailand. Should there not be 
a similar piece of legislation enacted in Australia for 
Australian offenders outside Australia? This will be 
pursued by some members of the tour group. 

ONE WORLD WEEK events may be carried out anytime 
until October. Materials and suggestion for reflection 
and activities are available from Australian Catholic 
Relief, 18 Brunswick Street, Fitzroy, or World Christian 
Action (ACC). 

COMING EVENTS 
INSTITUTE FOR SPIRITUAL STUDIES: Topic "Jesus 
took women seriously, does the Church?" will be held 
on Saturday, October 17, 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. - at St. 
James the Less, Mount Eliza. Cost $10. BYO lunch. 
Conductors Rev. Fr. Peter Cross, Dr. Dorothy Cerutty, 
and the Revd Lydia Saunders. 

TOURS OF FAITH CENTRE: Another tour of local 
centres is scheduled for Saturday, September 12. The bus 
will depart from St. Paul's Cathedral at 9.30 a.m. 
returning at 4 p.m. Details and bookings: Rev. Kim 
Cruikshank on 397 8375 or Anne Paul 662 1962. 

VCC COUNTRY CONFERENCE - 6-8 November 
1992 at Ballarat 

PILGRIMAGE: On November 1 - Feast of All Saints, 
a pilgrimage will be held to celebrate the following 
Christian women of Fitzroy. Tribute will be paid to Mary 
Bercham Daly (founder of St. Vincent's Hospital); Mary 
McKillop (birthplace in Fitzroy); Annie Todd (active 
member Scots-Presbyterian, founder Fitzroy Kinder
garten); Ursula Frame (founder Convent of Mercy). 

Following the walk to each of these venues, pilgrims 
will gather for refreshments etc. at a local venue. 
Enquiries: Anne Paul - E A C Office. 

· A dear old Quaker lady, distinguished for her 
youthful appearance, was once asked what she 
used to preserve her charms. She replied sweetly, 
"/ use for the lips, truth; for the voice, prayer; 
for the eyes, pity; for the hands, kindness; for the 
figure, uprightness, and, for the heart, love." 

Ecumenical prayer cycle-1992 
Week 37: 6-12 September - Belize, Guatemala, 
Honduras, Mexia 
Week 38: 13-19 September - costa Rica, El Salvador, 
nicaragua, Panama 
Week 39: 20-26 September - Colombia, Ecuador, 
Vennezuela 

Week 40: 27 September to 3 October- Burkina Faso, 
Chad, Mah Mauritania, Niger 

Week 41: 4-10 October - Cameroon, Cental African 
Republic 
Week 42: 11-17 October - Congo, Equitorial Guinea, 
Gabon, Sao Tome and Principe 

Week 43: 18-24 October- Burundi, Rwanda, Zaire 

Week 44: 25-31 October - Germany 
Week 45: 1-7 November - Austria, Liechtenstein, 
Switzerland 
Week 46: 8-14 November- Italy, Malta 

Week 47: 15-21 November- Bangladesh, Butan, Nepal 
Week 48: 22-28 November- Afghanistan, Pakistan 
Week 49: 29 November to 5 December - India, Sri 
Lanka 

Week 50: 6- 12 December - Angola, Mozambique 
Week 51: 13-19 December - Botswana, Zimbabwe 
Week 52: 20-26 December - Lesotho, Namibia, South 
Africa, Swaziland 

(One World- December '91) 
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