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The WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY 1992 takes up two themes from Matthew 18:16-20: Jesus' call 
to "go .... and make disciples of all nations", and his assurance that in this mission he will "be with" his followers " always, 
to the close of the age". This call and assurance come from the crucified and risen Christ. Here in this culminating 
scene of Matthew's gospel Christ commissions his followers - including Christians and the Church today - to share 
with others the new life which they have received from him. 

Yet Christ's call is a challenge to all the churches and directs them towards mission even as they seek greater visible 
unity in their faith, life and work; this despite the continuing divided state of the churches, each with their own priorities, 
organizations, plans and projects for mission. Thus Christ's call to mission effectively challenges the churches to strive 
to embody their words and aspirations about unity in concrete common witness and service, "that the world may believe" 
(John 17:21). 

In the life they lead and in all that they do, the churches today must repond together to the mission that has been entrusted 
to them. 

Week of Prayer 
for Christian Unity 

1992 
3 1st May · 7th June 

'Remember. I om with you 
always ... Go therefore' 

Ma tthew 28: 19- 20 

- They are called to give together a vital and dynamic witness to the Gospel of Jesus Christ 
in a world that is not always receptive to this message. 

- They are called, in a world that is struggling in its search for peace and justice, to put 
forward God's plan for reconciliation and unity of all. 

- They are called to offer together a universal vision of the new life in Christ in full respect 
for local culture in all its diversity. 

- They are called to promote together those means of communication that will secure true 
information. 

- They are called to reflect critically upon their mission activities which sometimes can 
be aimed more at the growth of an institution than at the deepening of faith. A consequence 
of this can be that divisions among Christians are aggravated. 

- They are called to move together beyond their own frontiers to help build together the 
one Body of Christ in unity. 

The material for the 1992 program is based on a draft text prepared by an ecumenical group, sponsored by the "Consultation 
of Christian Churches in Belgium". The joint international group reviewed the draft in its meeting (October 1990) at 
the conference centre Ter Fonteine, attached to the Benedictine Abbey "Sint Godelieve", in Bruges. The members of 
the joint international group were the guests of the Ecumenical Commission of the Belgium Episcopal Conference. 

SOME KEY DATES IN THE HISTORY OF PRAYER FOR 
UNITY AND THE WEEK OF PRAYER 
ca. 1740 
Scotland 

1820 
James Haldane 
Stewart 

1840 
Ignatius 
Spencer 

1867 
Lambeth 

1894 
Pope Leo XIII 

1908 
Paul Wattson 

In Scotland we find a pentecostal 
movement with North American 
links, whose revivalist message 
included prayers for and with all 
churches. 

The Rev. James Haldane Stewart 
publishes "Hints for the General 
Union of Christians for the Outpour
ing of the Spirit". 

The Rev. Ignatius Spencer, a convert 
to Roman Catholicism, suggests a 
"Union of Prayer for Unity". 

The First Lambeth Conference of 
Anglican Bishops emphasizes prayer 
for unity in the Preamble of its 
Resolutions. 

Pope Leo XIII encourages the prac
tice of a Prayer Octave for Unity in 
the context of Pentecost. 

The observal)ce of the "Church Unity 
Octave" initiated by the Rev. Paul 
Wattson. 

1926 
Faith and 
Order 

1935 
Paul Couturier 

1958 
"Unite chretienne" 

1964 
Vatican II 

1966 
Faith and 
Order and 
Unity 
Secretariat 

The Faith and Order movement 
begins publishing "Suggestions for an 
Octave of Prayer for Christian 
Unity". 
Abbe Paul Couturier of France 
advocates the "Universal Week of 
Prayer for Christian Unity" on the 
inclusive basis of prayer for "the 
unity Christ wills by the means he 
wills". 
"Unite Chretienne" (Lyon, France) 
and the Faith and Order Commission 
of the World Council of Churches 
begin co-operative preparation of 
materials for the Week of Prayer. 
The " Decree on Ecumenism" of 
Vatican II emphasizes that prayer is 
the soul of the ecumenical movement 
and encourages observance of the 
Week of Prayer. 
The Faith and Order Commission of 
the World Council of Churches 
and the Secretariat (now Pontifical 
Council) for Promoting Christian 
Unity begin official joint preparation 
of the Week of Prayer texts. 



The Institute For Spiritual 
Studies 

INTRODUCTION TO 1992 
The Institute for Spiritual Studies has grown considerably 
in membership and participants in 1991. The widening range 
of seminars, lectures and occasions of reflection have found 
great support from people of varied backgrounds. The 
influence of the Institute's progr'ammes has reached not only 
metropolitan Melbourne but throughout Victoria and even 
interstate. 

We have been well served by many outstanding speakers 
and leaders of seminars and other events. We have also 
sought to gather information about the spiritual needs of 
adult Christians in our planning as well as to seek for more 
challenging and prophetic experiences of our faith. 

Our 1992 programme promises 
a stimulating and exciting 
basket of activities which 
should extend the spiritual 
experience and insights of all 
who are able to take part. We 
are expecting to be visited by 
Dom Bede Griffiths, Dom Lau
rence Freeman, Jon Sobrino SJ 
from El Salvador as well as 
many local Australians of keen 
spiritual insight and scholar
ship. A look through the pro-
gramme will reveal some well 

known and loved speakers for the Institute alongside some 
first-timers for us. 

One of the great joys of 'growing up' as an Institute for 
Spiritual Studies is the development of branch activities. 
We are now no longer limited to metropolitan Melbourne 
and the Mornington Peninsula, but have a number of exciting 
activities in Geelong and Bendigo. Please note that, like 
the Melbourne and Mornington programmes, these regional 
programmes are not just for people of their own area -
all may attend. 

Our new logo above, features the tree as a dominant symbol 
of life. The life it symbolises is a warts and all, whole life 
view. Living as we do with a vast and beautiful elm tree 
in StPeter's churchyard, we are all well aware of the darker 
side of an invasive and knotted root system. The Keys of 
St Peter lie across the tree, representing the link with the 
parish in the foundation and history of the ISS. The keys 
also give us the prospect of unlocking ideas and concepts. 
All this stands overwhelming the darkness behind. 

To return to the somewhat more mundane. We have not 
increased our fees for seven or eight years, despite the 
increase in costs. It would be helpful if people seeking 
information or registering for seminars and courses could 
include a stamped addressed envelope. Please book for all 
events: this is essential for catering purposes and for the 
preparation of handouts. Concessions can be negotiated for 
full-time students, pensioners, and those without paid 
employment. 

Canon David Farrer, Vicar of St. Peter's, Eastern Hill, 
Director of the Institute for Spiritual Studies. 

Lecturers include Prof. Max Charlesworth (Ethics); Sr. 
Anneliese Reinhard M.S.C. (Letting Go); Fr. Michael Casey, 
Tarrawarra (The Silence of God); Sr. Mary-Anne Confoy 
(Faith); Barry Jones (Change); Dom Laurence Freeman (In 
Chaos); Fr. Philip Huggins (Spiritual Direction); and Fr. Peter 
Hill (Russian Orthodox Easter). 

Enquiries: 
Institute for Spiritual Studies 
4 71 Albert Street 
EAST MELBOURNE, VIC 3002 
Telephone: (03) 662 2170 

Nineteenth Ecumenical 
Summer School 1992 

The 19th Summer School in Ecumenism held at St. Mary's 
College on February 1-2 took for its theme "What difference 
does a Woman make". Over 100 people gathered to 
experience a weekend of listening, discerning, sharing and 
prayer together. From the comments we heard both during 
and after the weekend, it was obviously a rich and rewarding 
experience for those who attended. 

Mrs. Mary Williams was Moderator for the Summer School, 
and in her summing up address at the conclusion of the 
weekend, she said the following .. .. 

SUMMING UP ADDRESS 
Mary Williams 

NINETEENTH ECUMENICAL SUMMER SCHOOL 1992 
What Difference Does A Woman Make? 

We have spent a weekend asking the question "What 
difference does a woman make?" 

We have looked at the question in the light of Scripture, 
and there discovered Jesus neither standing in judgement 
nor sitting to teach the young accused woman. But a 
vulnerable Jesus, freeing the woman from the judgements 
of legalism and authoritarianism and inviting her into the 
freedom and responsibility of discipleship. 

Can we allow ourselves to receive that same invitation? 
Do we have the freedom of spirit to extend that offer of 
new life to our children, to the bewildered and hurt people 
who came into our lives? 

Are we prepared to become as vulnerable as Jesus did, as 
Anne Amos and Clem Taplin did, in order to receive and 
then to offer the grace of renewal, healing and new life? 

We have held the question up to the light of Pastoral Practice 
as Angela Ryan defined it - everything that is neither 
scriptural nor liturgical! What difference does a woman 
make? In many instances we don 't know because women 
aren't there. But what difference will a woman make if 
we could have women and men interacting together at all 
levels of church life? 

One big difference a woman can make, Linda Walter told 
and showed us, is to heal the primary split between body 
and spirit. 

"God is at home with us. 
It is we who are abroad." 

Are we ecumenists prepared to discover and examine our 
own interior disunity? 

Do we really want to allow the change of our own hearts 
to happen which the Vatican 2 "Decree on Ecumenism" 
teaches is fundamental to an authentic ecumenism? 

Are we prepared to risk having our hearts softened and 
changed by the God within us who is Life Giver, Pain Bearer, 
Love Maker? 

Coralie Ling is a woman who is "there" ministering in Word 
and Sacrament. She studies ahead, teaching us the difference 
a woman can make in the public worship of the church 
expressing God's inclusivity by being attentive to language, 
imagery symbolism feminist theology, and general 
ambience. 

And there are ministers of Word and Sacrament in all our 
communities, alert to the need for liturgy to be re-ordered, 
so that it reflects the experience and vitality of faith bubbling 
up from the grass roots. 

Terry Callagahan heartened me with his encouragement 
to learn to trust the truth of our feelings, and that in all 
of us there is a deep and profound resonance with the Source 
of Life. 

In the workshops we risked moving from our heads to our 
hearts and guts, as the six speakers had already done. Some 
of us took small frightened steps to express our own 



responses in either drawing, writing, collage or movement. 
Some were a bit more confident - but we did take the 
risk. 

I don't know how best to sum up Joyce Smith's presentation 
to us on Aboriginal Spirituality, except to reiterate what 
Pope John Paul2 said in his address to the Aboriginal people 
when he visited the Northern Territory - ... . "Until the 
Church learns to accept the gifts of the aboriginal people 
it will not be the church that God intends". 

There was so much information in the Ecumenical update 
segment, and so much infectious enthusiasm to understand 
more about the W.C.C. issues, and those of the Australian 
Council of Churches and local commissions that I think 
we should plan two days, one early in the year and one 
later, to discuss issues presented by Ian Allsop, Fr. Peter 
Cross, Joan Benson and the trio from the Collingwood I. C. C.. 

Our prayer together at the Summer School grounds our 
theologising. We are all very grateful to Rev. Dr. Helen 
Gronowski for preparing and leading our prayer; for the 
time, thought and sensitivity she gave to her chaplaincy 
role. 

We now send each other out, affirmed by our friendship, 
and our commitment to Jesus' prayer " ... that all may be 
one, as the Father and I are one ... ". 

(Tapes of the Summer School addresses are available for 
borrowing from the Ecumenical Affairs Commission Office.) 

WHAT DIFFERENCE DOES A WOMAN MAKE! 
Rev. Anne Amos (Scripture) 
Sr. Angela Ryan (Pastoral) 
Rev. Coralie Ling (Liturgical) 

Following are the impressions of Sr. Margaret Galvin, R.S.C . 
of the keynote address presented by Rev. Anne Amos ... . 

Rev. Anne Amos used superbly, John's inspirational story 
"The Woman Taken in Adultery" (John 7:53-8:11) to situate 
us in the topic of 1992's Ecumenical Summer School "What 
Difference Does a Woman Make?" 

We were inserted into a Gospel scene, which highlights 
dramatically, the mind and heart of Jesus imaging His 
Father's all-consuming love and impels us to plunge into 
the depths of His Father's divine compassion, which 
overturns all our human concepts of righteousness and 
morality. By such witness, He enables us to be the 
instruments that call forth others from darkness to light. 

Through this Scriptural passage, we were truly encouraged 
to continue our search to know to what Kyrie is calling 
us in truth, in identity and in sharing His Mission. 

Anne helped us to encounter this woman and to identify 
with her, in her abasement and transformation. Jesus 
approaches her with a respect akin to reverence. It is through 
the hope engendered by the gift of prophecy, the awareness 
of God working in our lives, through the gift of our 
femininity, that we are able to acknowledge, though we 
are the "clay of His Hands", that we are indeed called to 
divinity. 

Margaret Galvin R.S.C. 

The Church in the World 
AMERICA: More than 2,000 women from every state and 
several foreign countries gathered in St. Louis November 
10-14 for a Jubilee anniversary celebration of Church 
Women United (CWU) that emphasized the role of women 
in meeting social challenges in today's world. 

As they gathered for the final event of the Jubilee Assembly, 
members of CWU were called to claim the future. Helen 
Pearson noted that "our children are the real Jubilee test" 

and said that "we are challenged to stop talking like church 
folk and act like the church." 
CWU brings together Protestant, Orthodox, Roman 
Catholic and other Christian women across a broad 
spectrum of traditions, races, ages and economic and ethnic 
backgrounds. It serves as an advocacy and service agency 
through a national office as well as 52 regional offices 
and 1.750 local units throughout the U.S. 

(Ecumenical Trends Nov. '91) 
VALLETTA: A WORLD interfaith conference in October 
ended with an emotional procession in which 200 Jewish, 
Muslim and Christian clergy marched through the Maltese 
capital. Thousands lined the streets of the city and applauded 
the marchers, at the close of the fifth such conference, 
sponsored annually by the Italian Catholic Community of 
St. Egidio. 
(Christian Jewish Scene, Dec. '91 published by the NSW 

Council of Christ ians and Jews) 
BRITAIN: "Churches Together" is becoming a reality wi.th 
clergy exchanging pulpits and congregations meeting for 
joint services to mark the Week of Prayer for Christian 
Unity. 
Milton Keynes, as a new town, has acquired something of 
a reputation for leading the way in inter-denominational 
initiatives. The newly-completed, cathedral-sized, ecumen
ical city church of Christ the Cornerstone held its first 
service recently. The official opening will be held on March 
13 in the presence of the Queen and of all four presidents 
of Churches Together in England, when Cardinal Hume 
will preach. (The Tablet 18 /1192) 
AUSTRALIA: At a meeting held by telephone link recently, 
the Australian Council of Christians and Jews (ACCJ) was 
officially inaugurated. The Hon. William Kaye, chairman 
of the Council of Christians and Jews (Victoria), was 
unanimously elected charman of the newly formed Federal 
body's executive committee. 
The ACCJ brings together the Victorian Council of 
Christians and Jews, established in 1985, and its more 
recently established New South Wales counterpart. Both 
organisations have been active in promoting interfaith 
dialogue and providing educational and cultural pro
grammes to foster mutual understanding and respect. The 
new body plans to encourage an involvement of persons 
interested in the field of Christian-Jewish dialogue in other 
Australian states, the Northern Territory and the A.C.T. 
His Excellency, The Rev Dr Davis McCaughey, Governor 
of Victoria, and former Governor General of Australia, Sir 
Zelman Cowen, were invited to serve as Patrons of the 
Council. 
Convenor of the meeting and chairman of the NSW Council, 
Rabbi Raymond Apple, and former chairman of the 
Victorian Council, the Rev Professor Robert Anderson, were 
responsible for drawing up a Constitution for the National 
Body. 

~~s 
~ I!APPilNJNG? 

(KAIROS 19 /1192) 

May 3 Visit ofDali Lama- 3 p.m. 
Multi-Faith Service. 

May 4 6 p.m. Reception at Tennis 
Centre. (Watch daily papers 
for more details). 

June 25 Melbourne 1992 Course in 
-July 10 Ecumenism at Trinity Col-

lege, Royal Parade, Park
ville, Vic. 3052. Accredited by the Melbourne College 
of Divinity for B.Theol. and M.Min. Degrees. Not only 
for students but also for any interested local ecumenists. 
Enquiries: The Revd Dr John Wright (03) 349 0123, Sr 
Mary Lenora Moorhead (03) 885 4473, The Revd 
Graeme Chapman (03) 790 1000. 

July 25 Victorian Council of Churches Annual 
General Meeting (venue to be advised) 

Dec 4-6 The National Meeting of Diocesan Com
missions to be held in Hobart. 



Ecumenism is often 
Underground, But alive and 

well. 
In a hospital bed, a prison cell, or a psychiatric ward, and 
in a hundred other situations in busy Melbourne, the needy 
patient, prisoner, or client prefers to approach Faith as he 
or she has learnt it- that is, DENOMINATIONALLY. 

The Chaplain or Pastoral Care person leaves the running 
to the person in need- but with an underlying ECUMEN
ICAL AWARENESS. 

Many hospitals and Institutions have Chaplaincy teams, 
working together in a broad way, but recognising the 
denominational task to be performed. 

Chaplain's Advisory Committees, such as those which advise 
large hospital Boards, or Prison authorities, or the Victorian 
Director of Psychiatric hospitals, are unheralded, unsung, 
hidden. 

They are ECUMENISM UNDERGROUND, helping to 
direct, or shape, both Government or Church authorities. 

To borrow a phrase from world Justice, Development and 
Peace thinkers, chaplains and Pastoral Care people need 
to THINK GLOBALLY AND ACT LOCALLY, or to THINK 
ECUMENICALLY AND ACT DENOMINATIONALLY. 

There are exceptions. Most Institutions have Ecumenical 
Services, often a Christmas Carols service, or a Good Friday 
event. Ecumenical funeral services are common enough. 

But a person in a bed or cell, speaking more intimately 
with the Christian visitor, is most likely to want the style 
of PRAYER which was inherited before these MORE 
ECUMENICAL TIMES. 

And there is still a long way to go before Churches together 
do formulate appropriate prayers, or personal and public 
LITURGY FORMATS, which can be applied ecumenically. 

We still stumble over the Lord's Prayer when we have to 
decide whether to finish with 'AMEN', or go on to 'FOR 
THINE IS THE KINGDOM .. .' 

Yet it is true that the prayer of most religious people is 
now including the words of Taize, or Gibran the Prophet 
or Indian Jesuit De Mello (especially when a client is 
searching for Spiritual comfort, but has baulked at the 
thought of Church or even of Jesus Christ). 

How many of us have been instructed- "We want a Service, 
but don't mention Church'. 

ECUMENISM presents us with a diverse mixture of spiritual 
writers and songsters, and readings which fit the bill, and 
which carry us beyond the confines of our own special 
denominational upbringing. 

A word to the non-Chaplain or non-Pastoral Care minister: 

Ordinary Parish people with little time to spare, or with 
little talent or call to Ministry, can make a big impact on 
the experts above, by simple Ecumenical insights. 

Take Housing for Homeless or Disabled people. Parishes 
and official agencies and institutions need to be involved 
in decisions about care of people locally. 
Here is a great opportunity for local Churches to work 
together. How? 
a) A combined Churches census to find out how many such 
needy people live locally, and could do with a visit or a 
support from local Christians. 
Numbers may be small, perhaps 5 or 10, but they could 
also be large, with 50 to 100, if your suburb contains 
institutions which have people to be "integrated" into 
society. 
(b) Any Ecumenical collection could help outfit such a local 
plan. 
(c) Local hospital visitation or gaol visiting, could be 'sussed 
out' by a local Ecumenical ad-hoc committee. 

(d) Church services at the district hospital or gaol could 
be backed up, either occasionally or regularly, by the Church 
of Christ youth choir, the St. Vincent de Paul regional 
conference or Salvation Army corps (e.g. to provide some 
Christmas presents to patients or prisoners). The ministers 
fraternal, or inter-church council could, and does, plan such 
works. 

Ecumenism is alive and well, because we know that a lot 
of this Christian service does occur. It's often very local, 
and often very much part of the local tradition. 

So it is unheralded. It is underground. And it is Ecumenical. 
Join the Underground. 

Rev. Fr. L. Thomas 

Thank-You Sister Clare 
Sr Mary Clare Forbes, Mercy sister from Ballarat East, 
passed away on February 14. Sr Clare, well known in Ballarat 
and Victoria for her work in education, was a co-founder 
of Aquinas College and vice-president from 1974-80. 

Of recent years Sister was actually involved in the area 
of ecumenism with the Ecumenism Commission of Ballarat, 
Ballarat Council of Churches and the Victorian Council 
of Churches. A regular attender at most Victorian Council 
of Churches meetings, Sister was well respected for her 
enthusiastic, energetic participation and contribution to 
ecumenism. 

"The life and death of each of us has its influence on others" 
-St. Paul. 

News from our Inter-Church 
Councils 

DEEPDENE 

BUR WOOD 

COBURG 

MALVERN 

OAKLEIGH 

ST. KILDA 

MORDIALLOC 

CHELTENHAM 

ROSANNA, 
MACLEOD 
& W. HEIDELBERG 

A series of five Lenten studies 
commence on March 9. 
plans are in hand for a Service to 
mark the Week of Prayer for Chris
tian Unity at 7 p.m. on May 31 at 
St. Michael 's Anglican Church. 
The 17th Annual General Meeting is 
to be held on 513192 at the Sydney 
Road Uniting Church Hall. 
Support for the Ecumenical Cha
plaincy at Monash: Caulfield Cam
pus is continuing. 
Members visited; St. Giles Uniting 
Church, Murrumbeena on Sunday, 
2312192, and plans are in hand for 
the Prayer Breakfast to be held at 
Sacred Heart Church Hall on 12 /9/ 
92, at 8 a.m. 
arranged a Heritage Tour of historic 
churches during the local Festival 
Day in February. 
Members marched in the municipal 
Australia Day celebrations, and are 
now planning a very colourful tent 
for the Community Festival Day in 
March. Theme will be focused on the 
"Easter '92" message 
The Cheltenham Ministers' Fraternal 
holds ecumenical services on the 5th 
Sunday. The last service was held at 
Our Lady of the Assumption parish 
on 29/12/91 and attended by 200 
people. 
Anglican, Catholic and Uniting 
churches began ecumenical study 
groups on March 15 during Lent and 
Eastertide, arranged by Sr. Janice 
Gleeson, Macleod parish pastoral 
assistant. 
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