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Ecumenism Today .... Fr. Peter Cross 
(Excerpts from an address given by Fr. Peter Cross to Catholic ecumenists at the Diocesan Centre on October 12, 1991) 

WHAT DO YOU MEAN BY ECUMENISM? 
In your parishes where you claim to be doing ecumenical things, maybe we don't stop and ask ourselves enough what 
that means. I suppose some would think it means all of us coming together into unity. But that sort of talk is rather 
vague, particularly when we know that the journey is still rather a long one. Even to say we are working toward the 
time when we can all share the Eucharist together. Our vision will be rather small if we don ' t see another couple of 
aspects that are possible. We have to ask ourselves WHY we are trying to come closer to our Christian brothers and 
sisters. As I see it the reasons is not just to be happy together - that's a very destructive attitude within Christianity. 
Christianity is not just a cosy little club where we can all be happy having cups of tea and getting to know each other. 

WHY? 
As I see it the reason we are trying to do any of these things is for the sake of the Gospel and of the Church. It was 
a very strong conviction at the beginning of this century among Protestants that the mission of the Church, the preaching 
of the gospel is suffering because of Christian division. That is what the Fathers of the Church were trying to say in 
the decree on Ecumenism - that the movement, led by the Holy Spirit, was not just about getting together but about 
doing something more effectively together, with God, in preaching the Gospel. 

WHAT GOES THIS MEAN TODAY IN AUSTRALIA? 
If we're lamenting our present situation why aren't we doing something about it. It believe we can only do something 
together in Australia today if we do it together as Christians. This is the same for every level - at your Parish, in 
your suburb, why does your Parish decide to do some things alone? And why don't they have much impact sometimes? 
Is it because you want to wave the Catholic banner? That's alright but it is not Christianity. It is not the Gospel. These 
are big questions we have to face - both as Christians and Australians. The time has come when if we are to have 
an impact on our Australian society we need more and more to be convinced that we will only do it effectively if we 
are doing it with our Christian brothers and sisters. 

Further to that the role of the Church as a sign of reconciliation in society is becoming more and more needed. Our 
divisions can't really allow us to speak of a word of reconciliation. How can Christians speak of reconciliation when 
in many parts of the world they are killing each other in the name of religion. 

Underpining all that is a view that the Catholic Church ha:, been developing their past twenty years of COMMUNION. 
Not just the Eucharist but the Communion we have with all those who believe in Christ and are baptized because we 
are all Christians. We talk of a real communion with all Christians that is not yet complete, an imperfect Communion. 
Perhaps it is important to look at the real part, not just the incomplete and say 'what are the bonds joining us together. ' 
If you look back over the past twenty years some of the relationships that have gradually been established have deepened 
that communion. Even if we cannot always see the growth it is there. 

Maybe we have to ponder more on Jesus' story of the seed growing in the ground, and realize that it is still growing 
because it is the Kingdom of God, and God is not thwarted in His attempts to bring growth, either in His creation 
or in His rather stumbling followers. 

(We thank Fr. Cross for this address, Mr. Jim Carroll for his talk on practical local ecumenism, and Executive Secretary, 
Mrs. Anne Paul, and helpers for a most informative afternoon enjoyed by some 70 Catholic ecumenists) 

The staff and members of the Ecumenical 
Affairs Com1nission 

wish all readers 



The Church in the World 
LUTHERAN SCANDINAVIAN PRIMATES JOIN THE 
HOLY FATHER IN HISTORIC CEREMONIES 
On Saturday, 5 October, the Holy Father was joined by 
the Lutheran Primates of Sweden and Finland and by the 
Catholic Bishops of those two countries for an ecumencial 
celebration of the First Vespers of the 27th Sunday in 
Ordinary Time. Commentators said this was the first time 
Catholic and Lutheran leaders have prayed together in St 
Peter's Basilica since the Protestant Reformation. 

Among the dignitaries present were King Carl Gustaf of 
Sweden, accompanied by Queen Silvia, and Mr Giulio 
Andreotti , Prime Minister of Italy. Mrs Danuta Walesa 
represented her husband, the President of Poland. Many 
Cardinals and Bishops were also in attendance. 

The Holy Father and the other celebrants entered the 
darkened basilica in procession accompanied by many of 
the Sisters of the Most Holy Saviour of St Birgitta, the order 
founded by the Swedish saint canonized in 1391 by Pope 
Boniface IX. Birgitta was one of the leading figures in 
encouraging the Popes to return to Rome from Avignon 
and it is quite significant that she was the first woman 
canonized in Rome after the Pope's definitive return. 

(L'Osservatore Romano 14 / 10191) 

DIMITRIOS I, ORTHODOX CHURCH LEADERS DIES 
IN TURKEY 
The Ecumenical Patriarch of Constantinople, Dimitrios I, 
died in Istanbul on October 2. Among those who attended 
his funeral services in Istanbul were World Council of 
Churches General Secretary, Emilio Castro. 

During his term as patriarchate, he accelerated the 
preparatory processes for a great and holy synod of the 
Orthodox Church, convening three pan-Orthodox confer
ences in Chambesy (Geneva) in 1976, 1982, and 1986. It 
was also during this period that bilateral theological 
dialogues began between the Eastern Orthodox churches 
and the Roman Catholic Church, the Oriental Orthodox 
churches and the Reformed and Lutheran churches. In 1987, 
after a series of official visits to Orthodox churches, he 
travelled to Rome, Canterbury and Geneva for official visits 
to Pope John Paul II, then-Archbishop of Canterbury, Robert 
Runcie and the World Council of Churches. 

In a message of condolence, Cast ro decribed Dimitrios not 
only as 'a great friend of the ecumenical cause and a great 
leader of the people of God', but also as a man of the 
people, loved, respected, followed by the Orthodox faithful 
all over the world. (Ecumenical Press Service 11-20/10/91) 

POPE AND DR. CASTRO IN UNITY DISCUSSIONS 
The general secretary of the World Council of Churches 
met Pope John Paul at his summer residence at Castel 
Gandolfo on 12 September to discuss ecumenical progress. 
It was Dr. Emilio Castro's second visi t to the Vatican -
on this occasion he was accompanied by Tudor Sabev, deputy 
general secretary, and Gunther Gassman, direction of the 
WC C's Faith and Order Commission. 

The Pope and Dr. Castro exchanged views on obstacles 
to Christian unity, the role of the Churches in the present 
crisis in Yugoslavia, the five-hundreth anniversary of 
Christianity in Latin America and the re-evangelisation 
of Europe. (The Tablet 28/9/91) 

Our Uniate Churches 
Most Australians are used to dividing the Christian world 
into two groups, Catholic and Protestant, as during the last 
century religious denominations in our country were 
represented only by these churches. Nevertheless by the 
close of the 19th century the religous diversity of Australia 
had been enriched by the arrival of members of the various 
Eastern Orthodox Churches, the majority of whom were 
Greeks. Along with these Orthodox, also arrived their fellow 
orientals, who while being of the same Byzar;tine Church 

tradition, were in full communion with the Bishop of Rome. 
One such group, the Melchites, who originate in the Near 
East, founded their first parish, St. Michael's in Sydney, more 
than a hundred years ago. The history of the Melchites 
is typical of all the Catholic Byzantine rite Churches. 

In calendar, ritual and custom Melchites are indistingui
shable from their Orthodox neighbours. The corporate union 
of this Arabic speaking section of the Patriarchate of 
Antioch with Rome took place in the 1920's. In Australia 
the Melchite Church now has its own bishop whose 
jurisdiction extends over New Zealand. 

The aftermath of the Second World War brought many 
Eastern rite Catholics from Europe to Australia, the largest 
in number of this group is the Ukrainians. Expatriate because 
of the policital situation in its homeland, this Church has 
grown in numbers and developed in organization over the 
last 40 years. The Ukrainians have their cathedral in 
Melbourne, but have Churches in all states and three 
convents of nuns. In the organizing of choirs, youth groups 
and similar societies, the Ukrainians are exemplary. 

The smallest Church of Byzantine Catholics is that of the 
Russians. Their history is recent and their numbers few. 
Founded in St. Petersborg about 1910, the Revolution a 
decade later destroyed them in the Soviet Union and sent 
most of their dozen priests in the Gulag. In Australia they 
have only one centre, in Kew. As a point of historical interest, 
the first Russian to become a Byzantine rite Catholic priest, 
Fr. A. Tolstoy, a distant cousin of the famous novelist, visited 
Australia briefly in 1894. 

Some other Byzantine Catholics migrated to Australia in 
the post War years, but they were too small in numbers 
to set up chapels or centres for their own worship. They 
are the Romanians, the Greeks and the Hungarians of the 
Eastern rite. It may come as a surprise that there are also 
Southern Italians of Byzantine rite present here, but they 
have been also totally absorbed in the Latin rite Church 
of Australia and have. in many cases, lost even the memory 
of their roots in the contemporary Byzantine dioceses of 
Calabria and Sicily. Unhappily this same pattern of 
absorbtion by the numerically stronger Latin Church has 
repeated itself among all the so called "uniates" since their 
migration here. 

It should be remembered that Eastern Christianity is not 
homogenous in its expression of faith . So far we have only 
mentioned those Churches whose traditions derive directly 
from the Byzantine or Greek tradition. The largest of the 
non-byzantine Churches in Australia is the Maronite 
Church, (in fact the largest group of Catholics after the 
Latins) but small communities of Armenians, Syrians, 
Chaldeans and Copts also exist. While the numbers of 
Maronites is reflected in the level of their organization, 
with an Archbishop and even their own schools in Sydney, 
they are also found in large numbers throughout the country. 
The other churches usually consist of one or two parishes. 
Rev. Fr. Peter Knowles, Op. 

EAC JOINT MEETING WITH ANGLICANS on Sep
tember 12th was attended by sixty people, including 
members of both the Anglican and Roman Catholic 
Commissions and representatives from local parishes. 
Bishop Cameron (Anglican, Sydney Diocese), an outgoing 
member of ARCIC 11, spoke of work done by Anglican/ 
Roman Catholic International Committee 11 and in 
particular its published document "Church As 
Communion." 

The three new Australian members of ARCIC - Rev. Peter 
Cross, Rev. Charles Sherlock and Rev. Brian Johnstone 
C.S.S.R. _,___ were also present and gave first hand reports 
on the recent meeting held in Paris. Fr. Cross spoke of 
some of the difficulties involved in international meetings 
and his disappointment at the lack of women represented 
on ARCIC. He also said that while the churches are in 
agreement on many areas such as justice and social concerns, 
in the area of morals and ethics, which is the particular 
focus for ARCIC 11, we have a long way to go. 



Around the Nation . 
PERTH ... The Victorian Chap
ter of the Australian Academy of 
Liturgy is currently preparing a 
paper for the Annual Conference 
in Perth next year. The Academy 
is an ecumenical body that gathers 
for a week each year and the 1992 

• • • • 

date is February 3-7. v 
The topic of next year's gathering is "Participation in 
Liturgy". The different states are given a topic to prepare, 
and the Victorian Chapter is exploring the Liturgy of the 
Word. Fr. Joe Doolan, Chairman, advises that this topic 
was chosen in virtue of the many Victorians who attended 
the Societas Liturgica gathering in Toronto in August. 
Should you like to attend the Conference, information may 
be gained from the Ecumenical Affairs Commission in 
Melbourne. 
MELBOURNE ... The theme of the 1992 World Day of 
Prayer is "Living Wisely With Creation" and was prepared 
by the women of Austria, Germany and Switzerland. Current 
President of the Victorian Committee is Mrs. Anne Reade, 
Roman Catholic, of Upper Pakenham, and an Australian , 
Mrs. Margaret Watson, U.C.A., of Melbourne, is a member 
of the Executive Committee representing the Pacific region. 
The next meeting of the International Committee will be 
held in Melbourne in 1995. 
In the Preston district, the World Day of Prayer committee 
has been renamed "The Preston Church Women 's Group" 
to encompass the ACW's services, World Day of Prayer 
and to allow for future development. The World Day of 
Prayer service is to be held at St. Raphael's, West Preston, 
on March 6. 
BRISBANE ... The Archdiocese of Brisbane will become 
a member of a new Queensland ecumenical body scheduled 
to start on the first Sunday of Advent, December 1. The 
new body will be called Queensland Churches Together 
and will replace the Queensland Ecumenical Council of 
Churches. It is the first time the Brisbane Archdiocese has 
been a member of a state ecumenical council, although 
it had observer status for more than ten years on QECC. 
BANYO Institute for the Study of Ecumenism 1991 course 
was attended by priests, deacons, religious and laity from 
most Australian states and from as far as the South Pacific 
nation of Kiribati. 
NEW SOUTH WALES . .. A Working Party, compri sing 
representatives of the Executive Committee of the 
Australian Council of Churches, The Australian Catholic 
Bishops' Conference and the Lutheran Church of Australia, 
has produced a proposal entitled 'Towards a New National 
Ecumenical Body.' At present this proposal is being 
examined in the light of comments received, and it is 
envi saged that a Constitution will be drawn up for 
consideration by churches interested in joining the proposed 
body. 
MELBOURNE .. . The country conference of the Victo
rian Council of Churches was held in Geelong from 8-10 
November and the theme was " Come Holy Spirit, guide 
our growth." 
Business was kept to a minimum and we were pleased to 
hear a short report by the General Secretary, Rev. Robert 
Gribben, who has recently visited Istanbul , Bulgaria, 
Romania, Thessaloniki, Mt. Athos, London, Oxford and 
Cambridge. Whilst in Istanbul, he attended the funeral of 
Demetrios I and said the new Patriarch of Constantinople, 
Bartholomew I, is expected to continue his predecessor's 
work of peace and reconciliat ion. We hope to hear of Mr. 
Gribben's visit to the mother churches of the five Orthodox 
churches. 
Part of the Saturday program included presentions by 
Geelong clergy and social welfare groups covering their 
work, and in particular of the counselling being offered 
in this time of economic recession and following the Pyramid 
collapse. The overall picture was of a community working 

together, and of a greater generosity and commitment by 
all. 

At the Friday evening session, Rev. Dr. Robin Boyd, U.C.A., 
introduced the theme tracing the migration of peoples, and 
of the introduction of their cultures and creeds to our land. 
Dr. Boyd was the preacher at the closing Ecumenical Service 
and posed the question - 'Are the cultures coming together 
for our healing? .. . the leaves of the tree'. He urged us 
to dialogue in our communities, and reminded us that 
comparative religion is surpassed by shared spirituality. 

Our Episcopal Vicar, Rev. P. Kenny, and some members 
of the Ecumenical Affairs Commission attended and it was 
pleasing to work, study and pray with our Christian Church. 

'We Being Many, Are One 
in Christ' 

The national conference of Australian Church Women was 
held at Collaroy, N.S.W., from September 9-13. The above 
theme, relating to Paul's Jetter to the Romans, Chapter 12, 
was a challenge to our Christian women participating from 
around the nation and including three visitors from New 
Zealand, and Rachel Sobana from India, the 1991 Winifred 
Kiek Scholar. 

The Opening Service was attended by 120 people and 
ecumenical guests include Archbishop Abooti of the Syrian 
Orthodox Church and Mr. Ed. Walker, President of the 
N.S.W Ecumenical Council. Archbishop Abooti asked 
Australian Church Women to write to the Australian 
Government requesting them to provide overseas aid to 
the women and children of Iraq who are suffering as a 
result of the Gulf War. Our Conference agreed to this 
suggestion and the National Secretary is to write to the 
Prime Minister urging him " to facilitate the sending of 
necessary goods and medicine by working through agencies, 
i.e. Red Cross, already in place to accelerate delivery of 
such aid." 

The Bible Study leaders and seminar speakers represented 
the participating denominations, and we were greatly 
enriched by their insights into the theme "We being many, 
are one in Christ." There were eleven business sessions with 
reports from state units and the denominations represented. 
It was pleasing to read the report of the Lutheran Women 
of Australia. 

Whilst the business sessions are heavy at times, the national 
conference is a time for ACW to review and renew our 
aims, and certainly the friendships we made cross the 
boundaries of creed and race. Conference agreed that the 
state and territory units endeavour to involve Aboriginal 
and ethnic church women's groups as members of our units. 
Our 1987 Winifred Kiek Scholar, Stella Min, of Myanmar 
(Burma) was unable to take up her scholarship, so 
Conference has given $5,000 to the Myanmar Ecumenical 
Women's Council for the running of seminars and leadership 
training or scholarships. Funds of $2,500 have also been 
made available for a scholarship for a Christian aboriginal 
woman. 

On the 12th of September we enjoyed a Civic Reception 
at the Town Hall where we were presented individually 
to the Lord Mayor, Ald. Jeremy Bingham, who extended 
a warm welcome to the City of Sydney and commended 
ACW on their aims and activities. The Australian 
Broadcasting Commission recorded part of the reception 
on evening television, and we were pleased to be able to 
give witness as Christian women to the wider community. 
That evening we had a fun concert with each state unit 
presenting an item. 

The closing Worship Service was held in the Chapel and 
outgoing National Executive handed over their badges of 
office to Tasmania, the incoming National Executive. The 
Victorian Unit has accepted the position of National 
Executive for 1993 /95, and at present our Nominations 
Committee is busy encouraging 'volunteers' for this 
committee. Barbara Lacy 



Australian Council of Churches 
The Editor, 
"Ecumenical Bulletin", 
P.O. Box 146, 
EAST MELBOURNE, Vic. 3002 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

6th November, 1991 

Australia faces a changed situation for those seeking refugee 
status after their arrival here. It tests our biblical notion 
of refuge with a practical, creative response, which I 
challenge your readers to consider. 

Traditionally a refugee resettlement country, choosing 
people from overseas, Australia is increasingly a country 
of first asylum, with people arriving here, seeking protection 
from persecution. This year the number of such on-shore 
refugee claimants has reached 23,000, a huge jump over 
recent years, with a resulting backlog in government 
processing of such applicants. This has partly come about 
through 1989 changes in Federal Government policy, almost 
eliminating the ability of visitors to claim residence on 
humanitarian grounds by abolishing all humanitarian 
categories except refugee status. (The large increase in 
claims by Chinese students is the other factor). 

A person applying for refugee status is no longer eligible 
for social security or Medicare benefits, may or may not 
be granted a work permit, and cannot attend English classes. 
I write on behalf of a number of Victorian non-government 
agencies that are working to change government policy and 
also support these people in their immediate need. 

Through the Christmas Bowl Appeal the Australian Council 
of Churches has long supported refugee ministry. As a small, 
interim measure, church people can assist with medical 
services (doctors, dentists, nurses), accommodation or work, 
through a resource list I am helping compile. Confidentiality 
is assured and some parishes and people have already 
responded. Contact me at the Australian Council of 
Churches, Melbourne, Phone 614 4920. 

Yours faithfully, 
John Ball 
Refugee and Migrant Services 

*** 
An engaged couple of different religious faiths decided to 
visit each other's churches. The boy visited the Catholic 
church and the girl faithfully explained the ritual and 
symbols to him. When the girl visited the Protestant church 
the boy explained things to her. Suddenly she saw the 
minsiter put his watch on the pulpit so she nudged the lad 
and asked the meaning of that. 'Honey', he replied, "that 
doesn't mean a darn thing!' 

Editor's note: 'If you find any mistakes, please consider that 
they appear for the benfit of these readers who always look 
for them. We try to print something for everybody.' 

Journey 
Begun 

Destination 
Unsighted 

The Ecumenical Movement in the Roman Catholic Church 
Archdiocese of Melbourne 1960-1990 

MARY LEONORA MOORHEAD 
Introduced by Bishop John Stewart 
Journey begun, destination unsighted is the fruit of ten years 
of reflection and of work within the ecumenical movement. 

What Difference Does a Woman 
Make? 

SUMMER SCHOOL IN ECUMENISM 
MELBOURNE 1992 
Friday, 31st January 8.00 p.m .......................................... . 
Reverend Anne Amos 
Biblical Studies 
....................................... Saturday 1st February 9.30 a.m. 

Sr. Angela Ryan C.S.B. 
Pastoral Matters 

Saturday 1st February 11.25 a.m ...................................... . 
Reverend Coralie Ling 
Liturgy 
.. ............. ........................................ Saturday 1st February 

Workshops: Drawing 
Writing 

Dance 
Ecumenical Update 

Aboriginal Spirituality 
Sunday 2nd February A.M ............................................... . 
Eucharist: Trinity Chapel 
............ .................................... Sunday 2nd February P.M. 

BOOKINGS 
Anne Paul, 
E.A.C . Office, 
P.O. Box 146, East Melbourne, 3002. 
Telephone: 662 1962 

Sending Forth 

Living Under the Southern 
Cross 

The initiative for this venture arose out of the enthusiasm 
expressed by the hundreds of Australians who attended the 
Visitor's Programme of the Seventh Assembly of the World 
Council of Churches in Canberra, 1991. 

The Australian Council of Churches appointed a Board to 
oversee the organisation of a national ecumenical gathering 
with the following aims: 

• to provide an opportunity for the impetus which comes 
from a broader perspective on the life and mission of 
the church through a national ecumenical gathering; 

B to provide an opportunity for the international exchange 
of ideas and concepts. 

• to encourage the contribution of the strengths and skills 
of the lay people in the church; 

II to build on the experience of the recent WCC Assembly 
in maintaining interest in the relationship between local 
and global issues in the areas of justice and peace; 

• and to encourage an ongoing interest in the global 
ecumenical movement. 

University of Western Sydney 
Hawkesbury Campus, Richmond N.S.W. 
19th-24th January, 1993 

"To Act Justly, Love Tenderly, Walk Humbly" 
A Programme of the Australian Council of Churches 

The book discusses the levels of acceptance of the 
ecumenical movement with the church of the diocese, the 
unique contribution the Catholic Church can make towards 
Christian unity and the attitude of the other Christian 
churches toward Catholic involvement. This book clarifies 
where and how the journey toward ecumenism was begun 
and in what direction it is travelling. 

Sister Mary Leonora Moorhead is a member of the Society 
of the Sacred Heart. She is a Christian educator with 
experience working in Australia, New Zealand, America 
and Japan and was General Secretary of the Victorian 
Council of Churches from 1982-1988. 

This book was launched on 25 I 1 119 1 and is available from bookstores or Ecumenical Resource and Learning Centre, 2nd Floor, 3 28 Flinders Street, Melbourne, 
Telephone: 614 4920. 
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