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Ecumenism and Education 
The annual conference for RE co-ordinators at Catholic Secondary Colleges was held at Mannix College on May 16/ 
17 under the theme "Religious Education and Ecumenism" in the light of the World Council of Churches Assembly 
in Canberra. Around sixty teachers gathered to hear input from a range of speakers including Fr. Peter Cross, Rev. Robert 
Gribben and Ms Margaret Stewart (R.E. Dept. C E D). 

In his address Fr. Peter Cross began with the observation that in Catholic schools more attention is given to studying 
other faiths than to other Christian traditions. "Ecumenism", he said, "is a matter of the heart and begins with spiritual 
ecumenism". He voiced some of his concerns that some aspects of ecumenism do little to bring about unity. Praying 
together is very important, he said, but often it does not lead us to face some of the real questions. He suggested that 
what is needed is a "reconciliation of memories". In other words Christians need to have an accurate knowledge of 
what has gone on in history as often the real facts have been distorted. 

Teachers had the opportunity to participate in seminars covering a range of topics: 
** Recognition of the oriental rites 
**WCC - some issues for the Catholic Church 
**Learning to be Catholic ecumenists - a school program. 

Ms Christine O'Regan (Genezanno) and Anne Paul (EAC) facilitated the seminar on the school programme. Anne challenged 
the group to prepare our young people with the necessary facts regarding other traditions while they are at school. They 
are moving in a world that exposes them to people of many different traditions and faiths . "We are doing our children 
an injustice and furthering the scandal of division if we do not provide this information for them. They will develop 
an image of the Catholic Church that is narrow and centred on itself'. 

Christine presented a proposal for a program to support the new V C E Religious Education unit for year 12 students 
as presently there is no material available. It is important that if students choose to study another tradition they know 
that the necessary material would be available. Christine suggested regular seminars; speakers from other churches and 
also setting up data banks with easy access for students. The teachers responded enthusiastically to the proposal and 
offered many practical suggestions as to how this would best assist their work. 

At this workshop teachers were introduced to a recently released ecumenical (resource currently being used by teachers 
in NSW as a support document for their R E program called "Learning to be Catholic Ecumenists". It was written for 
teachers in Catholic Schools and provides an excellent easy to read coverage of topics related to ecumenism. This booklet 
can be purchased from the Ecumenical Affairs Commission office, cost $5. 

Come Holy Spirit, 
Renew the Whole Creation 

Reflections on the Canberra Assembly 

My impressions of the WCC Assembly in Canberra are 
conditioned to some extent by my position there as one 
of 23 RC delegated observers. Our role was to participate 
in worship and in meetings held by the section groups, as 
well as sitting in on the plenary sessions. 

For me, the most enlivening experience was the morning 
worship where the partial but very real unity of the churches 
became tangible in prayer, Scripture reading, reflection and 
song. The atmosphere of joy and vitality was contagious 
and provided a great start for each day. 

In the small group discussions and plenary sessions the 
presence of the Spirit was often not so clearly evident, partly 
because of the inevitable confusion associated with 
organizing an Assembly of over 800 delegates together with 
many observers, advisers and visitors. I had expressed 
interest in the sub-theme, "Spirit of Truth - set us free" 
and so found myself in one of its discussion groups- "Justice 
for women". Our task was, after several meetmgs, to come 
up with a statement and recommendations. This was very 
difficult in view of the great racial, cultural, religious and 
political diversity in the group. As one of its members, I 
felt enriched by listening to women from the Pacific region, 
from Africa and Asia, from Europe and Russia talking about 

attitudes to women in their own cultures, the way they often 
feel discriminated against, and their hopes for the future. 

During the Assembly, the Australian Aborigines were given 
a high profile and their art, music and dance featured 
frequently in Assembly activities. The injustice they have 
suffered and still suffer was central to one of the most 
challenging plenary sessions, but its best feature was the 
reconciliation offered by their bishop on behalf of the 
Aboriginal people. 
There were many opportunities to meet other participants 
at meals and walking to and from the fairly scattered venues. 
I was fortunate to meet a number of representatives of the 
major world religions who had been invited to the Assembly 
and whose insights regarding justice, peace and the integrity 
of creation enhanced our own Christian perceptions. The 
question of the relationship between Christianity and non
Christian cultures was never far away but it surfaced most 
forcibly in the choreographed theology of Professor Chung, 
whose Christian understanding is strongly influenced by 
the ancient religion of Korea. The result is in striking contrast 
to the western way of understanding revelation, christology 
and salvation. What does this say to us, I asked myself, 
about the evangelization of non-Christian cultures? 
Overall, attendance at the Assembly was, for me, a 
tremendously stimulating experience. Happily I have come 
to realize that it is not a closed event, but can be seen 
as only the beginning of a new phase in the churches' journey 
towards a more united and more authentic Christian way 
of life. Sr Margaret Jenkins, C S B. 



David Power's Visit 
To Melbourne 

Fr. David Power, a distinguished theologian and liturgist, 
is spending the month of July in Melbourne. David has been 
extensively involved in ecumenical dialogue in the United 
States. His recent contribution was a chapter in Dr. Geoffrey 
Wainwright's collection "Keeping the Faith". 

On Sunday July 21st he is conducting a seminar "Eucharist 
and Ecumenical Dialogue" at the Catholic Diocesan Centre 
Hall, 383 Albert Street, East Melbourne. (Entry into car 
park via Lansdowne Street). Registration Fee for this 
seminar is $15., payable by mail by 26/6/91. BYO lunch, 
tea/coffee provided. Time- 11 a.m.- 4 p.m. 

Fr. Power is an Oblate priest, born and educated in Ireland. 
He completed his doctoral studies in Rome and is currently 
a professor of Systematic Theology and th~ dire~tor <;>f the 
Liturgical Studtes program at the Cathohc Umverstty of 
America. He has written numerous articles and is author 
of"Unsearchable Riches: The Symbolic Nature of Liturgy"; 
"Gifts That Differ: Lay Ministries Established and 
U nestablished", and "The Sacrifice We Offer: The 
Tridentine Dogma and its Reinterpretation". 

David Power, a widely sought after lecturer in ~mer~c.a 
and Europe, is keenly aware of the present symbohc cnsts 
in liturgical celebration and of the critical issues related 
to the dialogue between liturgy, culture and society. 

The Australian Academy of Liturgy sponsored a lecture 
on John Wesley's understanding of liturgy in April this year. 
It is going to be published in the Australian Jo~rnal of 
Liturgy. We at the Academy are pleased to be mvolved 
in this gathering with Fr. Power. 

Fr. Joe Doolan, Chairman, 
Vic. Conference, Australian 
Academy of Liturgy. 

What's Happening at the local 
level. .. 

CITY OF MORDIALWC INTER-CHURCH COUNCIL: 
celebrated a service to mark the Week of Prayer for Chris
tian Unity on Ascension Day. Guest speaker was Sr. Perpe
tua Corrigan, C.S.B. who related her impressions of the 7th 
Assembly of the World Council of Churches. The Mentone 
Anglican, Roman Catholic and Uniting churches are join
ing in the discussion "Families matter". 

WEEK OF PRAYER FOR CHRISTIAN UNITY services 
were held at St. Martin of Tours church for the area which 
includes Macleod, Rosanna, West Heidelberg and the Mont 
Park & Bundoora psychiatric hospitals; St. Mary's church 
at Echuca hosted a service on Pentecost Sunday and the 
Oakleigh District Inter-Church Council held a service on 
16/5/91 at St. Giles Uniting Church, Murrumbeena. 

ECUMENICAL COUNCIL OF COLLINGWOOD is 
holding combined services on the fifth Sunday of the month. 
The next is on June 30th at Abbotsford Baptist and at St. 
Joseph's on September 29, both commencing at 7 p.m. 

TOORAK ECUMENICAL MOVEMENT- Rev. Fr. Frank 
Maloney, S.D.B., led the member congregations in Lenten 
studies of the Passion story as found in the synoptic Gospels. 
At the Palm Sunday Service Fr. Maloney preached on the 
Passion as told by John and gave a glimpse of the depths 
to be explored therein. 

A GREAT AWAKENING - An estimated 5,000 people 
attended the Aussie Awakening Easter Festival in Yarra 
Junction. Backed by some twelve congregations, the 
celebration aimed to ask Aussies to find more relevant 
symbols for Easter than eggs and rabbits. 

GREENSBOROUGH INTER-CHURCH COUNCIL 
The Chant: 'Jesus remember me when You come into Your 
Kingdom' was sung between stations by almost 300 people 
who joined the Way of the Cross procession through the 
streets of Greensborough on Good Friday. 

Church members from seven Denominations were involved 
in Bible Readings, prayer and singing to commemorate 
events leading up to the crucifixion of Jesus. A donkey, 
led by a soldier in World War I uniform was in our midst 
depicting the sacrifice of Simpson as a symbol of One who 
lay down His life for His friends. 

Churches taking part were Anglican, Apostolic, Baptist, 
Catholic, Churches of Christ, Lutheran and Uniting. 

Ecumenism and International 
Questions in Melbourne 

The first Mother's Day Ecumenical service for "the 
Disappeared" was held this year, on Sunday May 12, at 
3 pm, at Wesley Chruch, Lonsdale Street, Melbourne. 

The Ceylon (Sri Lanka) Tamil Association of Victoria and 
the Uniting Chruch in Australia convened it. Songs were 
led by 4 choirs: Tamil Catholic choir, Tamil Youth Choir, 
Uniting Church Choir, and Tamil Christian Choir. 

Messages were delivered by clergymen Rev. Dick Wootton, 
Fr. Len Thomas and Rev. John Selvaratnam and by political 
leaders Senator Sid Spindler, and Senator Richard Alston, 
plus mothers of Sri Lankan families. 

Amnesty International Youth Group performed a play 
entitled Women at the Front Line, in honor of mothers who 
had lost family members and their own freedom in Sri Lanka. 

Several Cambodian public servants with church (Quakers) 
and Australian Government Aid support did a crash course 
in English at RMIT and were given times to dialogue with 
Catholic, Anglican, Uniting and other church representa
tives during their Melbourne stay in March. 

* * * Both Australian Catholic Relief and World Christian Action, 
through their combined arm called Force 10, have offered 
parishes and schools and individual Christians two programs 
of awareness Simply Sharing Week during May, and One 
World Week with the theme this year of 'Peacemaking' for 
August 11-18. Catholics will receive details from A.C.R. 
offices in Sydney and Melbourne (18 Brunswick Street, 
Fitzroy). 

* * * The Gulf War - a day of theological reflection - will 
give Christians of all denominations a chance to listen to 
and express views. 

Catholics are most welcome to join with Australian Council 
of Church leaders (Rev) Roger Featherston and Ceasar 
D'Mello, VCC leaders (Rev) Stewart Reid and John Timmer, 
and United Churchman (Rev) Wes Campbell, along with 
others. Time 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. Thursday, June 13, at St. 
Stephen's Anglican Church, 360 Church Street, Richmond. 
BYO lunch, cost $10.00 ($5.00 concession). 

A young soldier of Protestant faith was in emergent 
need of a chaplain. Since the Protestant chaplain was 
on leave, the Catholic chaplain went to see the boy. 
The soldier was somewhat anxious and apprehensive 
and said, "Father, I appreciate your coming to see me, 
but I want you to understand that I am a Protestant. 
I hope you won't try to change my faith. " With a gentle 
smile, the Catholic chaplain replied, "My son, I don't 
want to change your faith. I want your faith to change 
you. " 



Faith and Order's many 
contributions 

The Commission on Faith and Order (CFO) of the World 
Council of Churches (WCC) consists of 120 theologians 
(Orthodox, Anglican, Protestant and Catholic) who represent 
the member Churches of the WCC. Twelve F & 0 
commissioners are Catholic theologians who take part as 
full voting participants even though the Catholic Church is 
not a member of the WCC. The aim of the CFO is "to 
call the Churches to the goal of visible unity in one faith 
and one Eucharistic fellowship, expressed in worship and in 
common life in Christ, in order that the world may believe" 
(By-Laws, 2). 
An important way in which it does this is through theological 
stu~y of questions of f~ith, order and worship, study of fac~ors 
whtch affect the umty of the Church, the ecumemcal 
movement and many other activities, all of which are intended 
to keep prominently before the wee "the obligation to work 
for unity" (By-Laws, 2 b). 
Faith and Order is perhaps best known for its important 
agenda of theological studtes for which the CFO is directly 
responsible. The Commission meets in Plenary only every 
three or four years, but the studies are in process continuously 
through specific consultations and other meetings. During 
the 1980s, the F&O study on Baptism, Eucharist and Ministry 
(BEM) was well known throughout the Christian World, as 
many Churches and Ecclesial Communities expressed 
officially their views on this document. Two other important 
studies went on at the same time, one entitled "Towards 
a Common Expression of the Apostolic Faith Today". This 
study is not intended to rewnte the Apostolic faith in 
contemporary terms. Rather it concentrates on developing 
a common explication of that faith as expressed in the Nicene
Constantinopolitan Creed (381). A third study on "The Unity 
of the Church and the Renewal of the Human Community" 
includes a significant statement about asl?ects of the Church 
and in this framework discusses the relatwnship of the unity 
of the Church and renewal of humankind in relation to two 
issues: (1) the search for justice, and (2) the community of 
women and men. Reports of the fruit of work during the 
decade of the Apostolic Faith and Unity/Renewal studies, 
will be published by Faith and Order very soon. The CFO 
will then determine how to continue the studies in the 1990s. 
A major study now on the agenda for the 1990s is a new 
project on "Ecumenical Perspectives on Ecclesiology". This 
will build on the ecumenical work already done, but also 
concentrate on specific aspects of ecclesiology which require 
further work. It will aim to produce, some time in the 1990s, 
a convergence document on ecclesiology not much longer 
than the BEM text. 
Besides these studies for which it is directly responsible, the 
CFO also pursues the goal of visible unity by facilitating 
studies in other settings as well, sometimes in partnership 
with the Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity 
(PCPCU). Within the framework, for examrle, and at the 
request of the Joint Working Group (JWG) o the WCC and 
the Roman Catholic Church, CFO and PCPCU collaborated 
to develop two study documents of ecumenical significance 
which have now been received by the JWG and published 
a'> appendices to its Sixth Report. One, entitled "The Church: 
Local and Universalo", seeks to explore the balance between 
these two expressions of the Church, and the way in which 
various Christian communions approach them. The second, 
entitled "The Notion of Hierarchy of Truths: An Ecumenical 
Interpretation", offers perhaps the first common ecumenical 
study seeking to understand and interpret the intention of 
the Second Vatican Council in speakmg of a "hierarchy" 
of truths ( Unitatis Redintegratio, 11). 
Another setting in which F&O has served the goal of visible 
unity is that of the "Forum for Bilateral Consultations", 
sponsored occasionally by the Conference of Secretaries of 
Christian World Communions, which is an informal gathering 
of secretaries, or general secretaries, or the equivalent, of 
World Christian Families (such as the Lutheran World 
Federation, Anglican Consultative Council, Ecumenical 
Patriarchate, etc. The Catholic Church is represented by the 
PCPCU, whose Secretary attends). At the request and 

direction of the Conference, the F&O Secretariat organizes 
the forum . Five forums have been held thus far (1978, 1979, 
1980, 1985, 1990) and they explore themes developing in 
the international dialogues between the different Christian 
World Communions. The most recent forum, held in Budapest 
in October 1990, focused on the question of the coherence 
of ecclesiology in the dialogues. For example: Is a particular 
World Communion consistent in what it says about 
ecclesiology in dialogues with different churches? The forum 
highlighted various aspects of onvergence in ecclesiology in 
dialogues, while exploring also the ecumenical significance 
of the dialogue and methodological issues and problems 
experienced therein. Faith and Order will publish a booklet 
summarizing the findings of the Budapest meeting. 
According to its By-Laws, F&O has other functions besides 
theological studies. One of these is to promote prayer for 
unity. An important way in which this is done 1s through 
a joint project, undertaken annually between F&O and 
PCPCU in cooperation each year with a local group in a 
different country, of developing materials to be used during 
the Week of Prayer for Christian Unity (18-25 January, but 
at other times as well). Since spiritual ecumenism, including 
prayer, "should be regarded as the soul of the whole 
ecumenical movement" (Unitatis Redintegratio 8), promoting 
prayer for unity may in fact be the most significant 
contribution the Commission makes. 
From "L'Osservatore Romano" 412191. John A. Radano 

The Church In The World 
CATHOLICS & LUTHERANS TO HONOUR ST BRIDGET 
To celebrate the 600th anniversary of the canonisation in 
1391 of St. Bridget, a Catholic-Lutheran ecumenical service 
in St. Peter's Basilica has been planned for October, a Vatican 
spokesman has stated. St. Bridget, a Swedish noblewoman, 
died in Rome in 1373 on her way home from a pilgrimage 
to the Holy Land: she is venerated by both the Catholic and 
Lutheran Churches. "The Tablet" 20/4/91 
ECUMENICAL ENCOUNTER IN SPAIN 
A fifth ecumenical meeting between Europe's Protestant and 
Catholic Churches is to take_ place at Santiago de Compostela 
in Spain in Nov~mber this year. The decision was taken at 
the regular meeting of the joint committee of the Conference 
of European Churches (CEC) and the Council of European 
Catholic Bishops' Conferences (C CEE) held in March near 
Geneva. · 
The last such ecumenical encounter was held in Erfurt, in 
the former German Democratic Republic, in 1988. The 
coming one will bring together some 40 part icipants from 
each side for discussion of the theme" At Thy Word -Mission 
and Evangelism in Europe today". 
The joint meeting near Geneva was chaired jointly by the 
chairman of the CCEE, Cardinal Carlo Martini, Archbishop 
of Milan, the vice-president of the CEC, Dean John Arnold 
of Durham. One of the subjects under discussion was the 
future of dialogue following the Gulf war. lt was felt that 
co-operation with the Middle East Council of Churches 
should be reinforced and that the Jews should be included 
in the dialogue. In considering the new situation in Europe 
there was discussion oin the Eastern-rite Catholic churches 
and the tensions which had come to the surface between 
them and Orthodox communities. "The Tablet" 13/4/91 
POPE URGES CZECHOSWVAK UNITY 
Pope John Paul emphasised the value of national unity when 
he spoke in Rome to pilgrims from Czechoslovakia. 
Addressing them in Slovakian, he adjured them to form a 
'strict, harmonious and fraternal union in which the gifts 
of each of your peoples from Bohemia, Moravia and Slovakia 
will be treasured." 
He told them that the Church had given "soul" to the long 
and tenacious opposition to Communism, and urged the 
people of the country to resist the danger of allowing their 
morality to be determined by their circumstances. "There 
is nothing more dangerous", he said, "than for a nation to 
fall asleep". 
Since the fall of the Communist government in 1989, Czech 
and Slovak bishops have taken different positions on the 
nationalist issue, with Slovak bishops insisting that their 
nation has the right to independence. "The Tablet" 4/5/91 



COMING EVENTS .... 
1991 TURNING POINT. ... 3-6 /10/91 -A National Forum 
will be held to celebrate the centenary of Pope Leo XIII's 
Rerum Novarum and 100 years of Catholic social teaching. 
The forum will be held in Adelaide, and details are available 
from the EAC office. 

BANYO INSTITUTE FOR THE 
STUDY OF ECUMENISM 

The Institute was established in 1987 by the Commission 
for Ecumenism of the Archdiocese of Brisbane. It was 
designated to educate Catholics about the Ecumenical 
Movement and about the Catholic Church's teachings 
concerning Christian unity. It is essentially a course of 
lectures in four broad areas. The Institute has been offered 
every other year. For the first two Institutes the lecturers 
were all Catholic. In 1991 the lecturers will be representative 
of a number of churches. 

Father Michael Putney is the Institute's Director. He is the 
Vice Rector of Pius XII Seminary, and a leading Catholic 
theologian. He teaches the unit on the Catholic Principles 
of Ecumenism. The Catholic Church's teaching about the 
meaning of Church, which was an understanding adopted 
by the bishops at the Vatican Council in the 1960's, is the 
basic theological underpinning of the Institute's course. 

It is now universally accepted that if we are to understand 
why the churches are divided we need to know why the 
churches divided in the first place. This year we have a 
panel of lectureres from different church traditions to teach 
the unit on the history of Christian divisions. 

Father Orm Rush: Diversity in the Early Church 
Father Christopher Hanlon: The Split Between East and 

West 
Father Neil Byrne: The Reformation and Trent. 
Rev. Professor Bruce Upham:The Radical Reform 
Canon James Warner: The Reformation in England 

The first three are Catholic scholars. Professor Upham is 
a minister in the Uniting Church and Canon Warner is 
an Anglican priest historian. 

In recent decades there have been dramatic changes in the 
relationships between churches. One new development has 
been the series of discussions between churches about the 
doctrines which still divide them. Another panel, represen
tative of a variety of church traditions will lecture on the 
present relationship between their churches and the Catholic 
Church. 

Rev. Paul Renner, President of the Lutheran Church 
of Australian Queensland District. 

Rev. Professor James Haire, Lecturer in New Testament 
Studies at the Uniting Church's Theological College. 

Rev. David Parker, Dean of the Bible College of 
Queensland, a minister in the Baptist Church. 

Rev. Doctor Don Edwards, Dean ofSt Francis' Anglican 
Theological College. 

Father Michael Putney will give the concluding lecture in 
this unit on the relationship of the Catholic Church with 
other churches today. 

Marist Brother Eric Blumenthal, who is the Executive 
Officer of the Archdiocesan Commision for Ecumenism, 
lectures on the practice of Ecumenism. This unit looks at 
the structures which churches have established to facilitate 
the Ecumenical Movement, local ecumenical activities, the 
pastoral care of inter-church marriage, spiritual ecumenism, 
the response to the fundamentalist churches etc. 

Program details are as follows, and the fee for each unit 
is $55.00. Enrolment forms are available from the EAC 
office, and must be forwarded to the Brisbane Archdiocesan 
Commission for Ecumenism by 31 July, 1991. 

Week 1: Monday 2 September - Friday 6 September 

Unit 1: 

Unit 2: 

Week 2: 

Unit 3: 

Unit 4: 

History of Christian Divisions (9 .30 am - 12 
noon) 
Catholic Principles of Ecumenism (7.00 pm 
- 9.30 pm) 

Monday 9 September- Friday 13 September 

The Practice of Ecumenism (9.30 am - 12 
noon) 
Relations with other Churches (7.00 pm -
9.30 pm) 

Ecumenical prayer 
Cycle- 1991 

Week 24: 9-15 June 
Liberia, Sierra Leone 
Week 25: 16-22 June 
Cape Verde, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Senega4 The Gambia 
Week 26: 23-29 June 
Benin, Chana, Ivory Coast, Togo 
Week 27: 30 June to 6 July 
Nige1ia 
Week 28: 7-13 July 
Kampuchea, Laos, Vietnam 
Week 29: 14-20 July 
Burma, Thailand 
Week 30: 21-27 July 
Indonesia 
Week 31: 28 July to 3 August 
United States of America 
Week 32: 4-10 August 
Canada 
Week 33: 11-17 August 
Australia, New Zealand 
Week 34: 18-24 August 
The Pacific Islands 
Week 35: 25-31 August 
The Islands of the Indian Ocean 
Week 36: 1-7 September 
The Caribbean Islands, French Guyana, Guyana, 
Suriname 
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