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Week of Prayer for Christian Unity- May 12-19, 1991 

Hallelujah! 

Praise God 

An ecumenical group from the Federal Republic of Germany proposed the 1991 theme. In light 
of recent developments to re-unite East and West Germany this theme takes on special significance. 
The 1991 theme is the opening line of Psalm 117, the shortest of all psalms, which invites all 
of human ity to draw together in praise of the living God. 

All You Peoples! NOW is the time to order Daily Scripture and Prayer Guide leaflets. They are great to use through 
the week with your prayer groups, with RCIA, at daily Mass, in chaplaincies, at schools, hospitals 
and with praying organisations. Take a copy to each person on your sick round. 
Our Week-of-Prayer-Phone-Out (WOPPO) telephonists will be contacting you once again, however, 
leaflets etc. can be ordered through Ecumenical Resource and Learning Centre, 2nd Floor. 328 
Flinders Street, Melbourne, Telephone: 614 4920. 

World Council of Churches 
Assembly votes to reduce size 

of Vatican working group .. 
The Seventh Assembly yesterday voted to reduce the size 
of the vatican-WCC Joint Working Group (JWG) and to 
direct it to concentrate on obstacles that prevent a fuller 
WCC-Roman Catholic relat ionship. 

"Most of its original mandate has been fulfi lled, and Roman 
Catholic participation in the ecumenical movement has 
become a normal feature" , it notes, yet obstacles and 
difficulties remain. It is, the report says, time to review 
the purposes and operat ions of the JWG. 

The report projects a "newly-compo sed JWG ... to 
concentrate its attention on a substantive review of the 
relationships between the Roman Catholics and the WCC 
... in particular, to analyse more deeply the obstacles which 
have prevented the relationships from developing even more 
fully" . 

It suggests that JWG aim at "a common acknowledgement 
of the ecclesial character of the relationship which has grown 
between the RCC and the fellowship of churches in the 
wee, and suggest ways of giving more substant ive 
expression to it". 

The Assembly accepted recommendations tha t JWG 
membership be halved, from 12 to six (plus two staff 
members from each side). The group is to be given the 
primary task of " assessing afresh the basis and common 
ground shared by the RCC and the WCC, and developing 
new perspectives for giving shape to this relationship". 

This task, it said, will need to be placed in the context 
of the ongoing process of redefining the wee vision and 
self-understanding. 

The Assembly asked the group not to undertake any other 
major projects unt il it has reported on this task, allowing 
its parent bodies to 'agree on a new fram e-work for the 
relat ionship". 

This is to be completed before the next WCC assembly 
in seven or eight years. 

In debate on the report, most speakers emphasised the need 
for WCC-RC dialogue to be maintained or upgraded. 
Several urged that more be made of ecumenical relationships 
involving Roman Catholics at the local level. 

The assembly endorsed a move that JWG set up formal 
relationship with similar working groups in regional 
ecumenical organizations, and consult fully with the three 
dozen or so national councils of churches which include 
Roman Catholic membership. 

Invited to greet the Assembly on behalf of the Roman 
Catholic members of the Joint Working Group, English 
Bishop Alan Clark said "something has been happening, 
something has grown, and become rich with life". 

''We need to explore what it means to be in imperfect, limited 
communion ... We must push out our vision and discover 
what is the ecclesial reality" of WCC-RCC relationships," 
he said. 

Our E. V. passed 
on this symbol 
with the comment 
'to put bounce back 
into the ecumenical 
movement.' 

- David Busch 
Assembly Line, 20/2/91 



EIGHTEENTH ECUMENICAL SUMMER SCHOOL 
THEME: Come, Holy Spirit, Renew The Ecumenical Movement 

The above theme for the 18th Summer School at St. Mary's was to challenge and inspire our 
schoolers and theological students. The school was opened by Archbishop Rayner, and Archbishop 
Sir F. Little attended the Saturday evening lecture. 

There were some first-time participants, including four ladies from Bendigo and Fr. Connolly 
of Rochester among many others. We thank the following contributors for their impressions from 
the keynote addresses: -

Rev. Dr. Michael Kinnamon challenged me to embrace God, 
not the institutions that house God. If we are to be effective 
in ecumenism, we must be open in our faith and willing 
to share our differences because our belief is in the same 
God and the life we have through Christ by the Holy Spirit. 

We must let our passion for God show and be alive in all 
our doings. 

(Mrs. Brenda Strang, St. John's Anglican Church 
Toorak) 

"Search for True Reconciliation and Unity" was the theme 
of Rev. Ofilia Ortega's talk. She emphasized the word 
"Search" and the need for prayer and the Word of God 
in order to be able to experience true reconciliation and 
unity which can become possible in the power of the Holy 
Spirit. 
Rev. Ortega used the Scripture - Genesis Ch. 32-33 -
the meeting and reconciliation between Jacob and Esau 
- to illustrate the process and attitudes required for true 
reconciliation and unity. I personally found her teaching 
most enlightening and helpful. 

One particular invocation included in our dismissal prayer 
put Rev. Ortega's teaching in a nutshell - "Your Spirit 
Lord, is prayer, may it open our hearts to each other." 

(Mrs. Elaine Attard, Ringwood East) 

Rev. Hans Ucko (Sweden) on the subject "Dialogue is a 
real mission" made me rethink and renew my thoughts on 
dialogue. God is not limited to the perimeters of the Church, 
and we need an experience of others faiths in order to 
question. Is their way to salvation other than in the Christian 
way? 

Dialogue may be risky, I have to be prepared to sacrifice 
my ideas and concepts and let go. In dialogue I rediscover 
myself, and it may be difficult to define my own opinions. 

I thank Rev. Ucko for this challenge to me on my ecumenical 
walk. 

(Anon.) 

In his address "Liturgy and Ecumenism", Dr. Geoffrey 
Wainwright impressed me with his forthright and simple 
presentation of what could have become a complex subject. 
His clear understanding of where we will find "Unity" was 
conveyed to us in an equally clear manner. 

Despite our wish for early unity, he reminded us to wait 
upon the Lord and to renew our hearts, our minds and our 
efforts to be reconciled with one another. The primary source 
of renewal is worship and this renewal will be both 
trinitarian and traditional. It was indeed a privilege for me 
to have listened to Dr. Wainwright. 

(Mr. J Carroll, President, Reservoir Church Unity Group) 

The keynote speakers were all brought to Melbourne to 
the Summer School prior to their participation in the WCC 
Assembly in Canberra. The opening address was given by 
Dr Michael Kinnamon, a leading young American 

theologian who has since been nominated as President of 
the Disciples of Christ Church in the USA and Canada. 

Dr Kinnamon said the Ecumenical Movement was in great 
need of renewal, as were the churches who made it up. 
There was a danger that tolerance and co-operation had 
become ends in themselves 'whereas what we must seek 
is unity of the Body of Christ'. Drawing on the ship that 
is the symbol of the WCC, he said 'The problem is that 
we have settled down in the boat, enjoying the voyage, when 
we need the longing to arrive at, or even glimpse the harbour 
ahead.' 

'We need to recapture the "Holy dissatisfaction" that 
prevailed when the WCC first met at Amsterdam in 1948,' 
Dr Kinnamon said. He called for 'fresh, imaginative 
leadership' in the churches, for the churches themselves must 
help us feel the passion and urgency of ecumenism. The 
Ecumenical Movement would only be renewed when that 
passion became contagious. 

Dr Kinnamon said that as the amazing and unprecedented 
encounters of the past twenty years of patient dialogue gave 
evidence of moves towards unity, there was a danger that 
our churches would 'up the ante, raise the stakes and shift 
the agenda' and if that happened many people would turn 
away from ecumenism in cynicism and frustration. 

He also deplored the incredibly selfish individualism of 
twentieth century culture where 'freelance Christians' were 
having their own private search for meaning. Christianity 
for a consumer society was a weak-kneed commitment to 
non-commitment. 

It was a memorable and encouraging weekend and as usual 
the Summer School sent us all forth committed anew to 
the Ecumenical Movement. It was a salutary lesson to have 
internationally renowned figures remind us that though we 
must think globally, we must act locally. 

We hope that future Summer Schools in Ecumenism can 
also become part of the theology students' study programme, 
so that as they graduate they may take into their ministries 
the ecumenical vision they find there. 

Lastly, we must express our gratitude to the organisers of 
the Summer School who do so much unacknowledged work 
behind the scenes: What would we do without people like 
Kevin Pethebridge and Mary Williams and their committee? 

(Mrs. Morna Sturrock, Moderator of the 18th Summer 
School) 
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A joint program of the Australian Council 
of Churches and Australian Catholic 
Relief. 

A week to live simply so that all may simply live 



Melbourne Catholics at WCC 
Assembly 

_ About 40 Catholics from Mel
,,~ bourne attended the Assembly, and 

- together with 200 Catholics from 
around the world met the 25 

__ ~/ Vatican-appointed delegates for 
--~~ discussion. 

~ Our Melbourne participants report 
they enjoyed meeting 

fellow Christians from different countries, creeds and 
cultures. Some went to the session entitled "Differently 
Abled", and gained great comfort and strength for their 
hospital visitation ministry. 

The Visitor's program was excellent, and offered many rich 
inputs on varied topics. Worship was a highlight in the huge 
tent each morning. The diversity enriched all- from Greek 
Orthodox practices to Korean drama. 

The exhibitions, displays, press conferences and book stalls 
in Canberra provided much information. The co-operation 
of and hospitality by the Canberra churches was invaluable 
and greatly appreciated by all attending. 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

** 

HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE W.C.C. ASSEMBLY 

The China Christian Council was welcomed as the 
317th member of the World Council of Churches. 
Bishop K.H. Ting, president of the Council and two 
of his colleagues - Han Wen-Zao, director of the 
Amity Foundation, and Shen Yi-Fan, one of two new 
post-denominational bishops in the Chinese Protestant 
church - were the first Chinese Christ ians to come 
to a WCC Assembly in 43 years. 

Former WCC general secretary, Philip Potter, was 
asked what personal qualities were needed for people 
working for the CounciL The first need, he said, was 
for the person to have " a few loose screws - being 
open to the Spirit". The second was for a sense of 
humour, which is "a challenge to the deviL He never 
laughs, he just grimaces." 
The third quality: "You have to have a death wish 
- not that we have the cross put on us, but we go 
out and take it up and follow Christ to the end." 

A 1200 page alphabetical Dictionary of the Ecumen
ical Movement has almost been completed by WCC 
Publications. After four years of work, it is hoped 
to release the dictionary at Pentecost 1991. 

Anglican archbishop-elect of Canterbury, Dr. George 
Carey, spoke to Assembly Visitors on February 14th 
of his own early pilgrimage, and of the enriching effect 
of his contact with the many traditions of Christianity. 
Dr. Carey will be enthroned on April 19. 

Six denominations were added to the membership of 
the World Council of Churches. The three new full 
members are the Philippine (Anglican) Episcopal 
Church, Free Pentecostal Mission Church of Chile, 
and Dutch Reformed Mission Church (NGSK) in South 
Africa. The three new 'associate members' are the 
Bolivian Evangelical Lutheran Church, Baptist 
Association of El Salvador, and Salvadorean Lutheran 
Synod. 

Among the delegates at the seventh Assembly was 
His Holiness Pope Shenouda IlL He is the first Coptic 
Pope to attend a WCC Assembly. In the Coptic church, 
Pope Shenouda has been a torch bearer of ecumenism 
since he became the patriarch in 1971. 

The Assembly Comes to 
Melbourne!! 

CAULFIELD: 
On a sunny Saturday, February 16, 400 Christians braved 
a chilly wind at Caulfield Racecourse to meet visitors from 
the WCC Assembly in Canberra. Guests included His 
Excellency Archbishop Edward Cassidy, President of the 
Pontifical Council for Promoting Christian Unity; Dr. Paul 
A. Crow, Jnr., Churches of Christ, U.S.A.; and Dr. Pauline 
Webb recently retired head of Religious Broadcasts for the 
BBC, Methodist Church U.K. 

A worship rite was held and president of the liturgy was 
The Right Revd. John Stewart, President of the Victorian 
Council of Churches. Mark's Gospel Ch. 1: 12-15 was 
proclaimed in Latin by The Rev. Fr. Geoff Baron; English 
by The Rev. Robert Gribben and Indonesian by Fr. Romaulds 
Pitan S.V.D. 

In his homily Dr. Crow commented on the venue and despite 
living in Kentucky this was his first visit to a racecourse. 
We are here with God and have been drawn together by 
a common faith in Jesus Christ and Triume God, he said. 

With 300 churches coming together in common faith for 
prayer and caring, we are a sign to a world in agony and 
pain; a sign for wholeness, healing and meaning. We need 
not fear, in Jesus Christ we know the Saviour, and through 
the Holy Spirit we shall find life in its fulness . 

TOORAK: 

The Anglican /Roman Catholic Joint Working Group 
arranged an evening with His Excellency, Archbishop 
Edward Cassidy, at St. John's Anglican Church, Toorak. 
Approximately 50 very interested Christians attended, and 
Dr. Max Stephens reports: -

'It was memorable to hear from the senior Roman Catholic 
observer to the Assembly of WCC, and an opportunity to 
share local developments and issues with him. Introduced 
by Archdeacon Phillip Newman, the Archbishop reaffirmed 
the commitment of the Roman Catholic Church to 
ecumenism. He referred to developments in ecumenical 
contact and discussions with all major Christian churches 
and made special mention of ongoing work with the 
Anglican communion following ARCIC statements. 

The Archbishop was asked to talk about his own background 
leading up to his present position; to elaborate on the vision 
of the Roman Catholic church for ecumenistn; to comment 
on the position of inter-communion and' other issues. 
Archbishop Cassidy referred to his earlier experience as 
a priest in the Wagga Diocese and of his appointments in 
the diplomatic service of the Holy See in Asia, Europe and 
South America. On ecumenism he commented that some 
would say that we have now covered the easy slopes in 
our journey. The path ahead may be more difficult and 
not so clearly laid out. But - there can be no turning back 
and we will need to place ourselves in the hands of the 
Holy Spirit. "Tonight was an opportunity to move away 
from a top down view of ecumenism, and hear what is 
happening in the local churches as well", the Archbishop 
said.' 
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Weaver Spirit 
This prayer was written for the 
Assembly at the Worship Workshop, 
Melbourne. 

Spirit of love, who moves within 
creation drawing the threads to 
colour and design: life into life, you 
knit our true salvation: 

Come, work with us, and weave us into one. Though we 
have frayed the fabric of your making, tearing away from 
all that you intend, yet, to be whole, humanity is aching 
- Come, work with us and weave us into one. Great loom 
of God, where history is woven, you are the frame that 
holds us to the truth, Christ is the theme, the pattern you 
have given Come, work with us and weave us into one. 

Ecumenical prayer cycle 
-1991 

Week 11: 10-16 March 
Belgium, Luxembourg, The Netherlands 
Week 12: 17-23 March 
France, Portugal, Spain 

Week 13: 24-30 March 
Djibouti, Ethiopia, Somalia 
Week 14: 31 March to 6 April 
Sudan, Uganda 
Week 15: 7-13 April 
Kenya, Tanzania 
Week 16: 14-20 April 
Madagascar, Malawi, Zambia 

Week 17: 21-27 April 
Brazil 
Week 18: 28 April to 4 May 
Argentina, Paraguay, Uruguay 
Week 19: 15-11 May 
Bolivia, Chile, Peru 

Week 20: 12-18 May 
Czechoslovakia, Poland 
Week 21: 19-25 May 
Albania, Bulgaria, Yugoslavia 
Week 22: 26 May to 1 June 
Hungary, Romania 
Week 23: 2-8 June 
Mongolia, Union of Soviet Socialist Republics 

Week 24: 9-15 June 
Liberia, Sierra Leone 
(December 1990- ONE WORLD) 

Report from the E.A.C. 
Sub-Committee for Jewish

Christian Relations 
During 1990 the EAC Sub-Committee for Jewish-Christian 
Relations met on a monthly basis on the whole and organised 
five events for the year. 

The year began aq.d finished with an organised Tour to 
Jewish Institutions and it was the November Tour which 
we feel indicated tbe growing interest among the Catholic 
parishioners of the Melbourne Archdiocese in Judaism and 
our Jewish neigh]Jours. Well before the due date for 
responses to be in we had to refuse quite a number of possible 
participants due to the limit to 60 and now we have begun 
a waiting list for the next Tour. The participants come from 
a variety of parishes and the many people wishing to join 
the Tour speak of their Jewish friends or an interest they 

have had for quite a time and want to follow it up and 
others see the need for better understanding. 

These Tours visit the Holocaust Centre in Elsternwick, the 
Beth Weizmann Centre in St Kilda Road, and the Synagogue 
of the Melbourne Hebrew Congregation on the corner of 
St. Kilda and Toorak Roads. The day begins around 9.15 
am and concludes at 4 pm and the cost is $7. These Tours 
are opportunities to meet members of our Jewish 
communities, to hear of the important aspects of their lives 
and deepen our understanding and appreciation. 

The other events of the year included an In-Service for 
secondary teachers which around 50 attended; the public 
lecture of Dr Eugene Fisher of "Jesus the Faithful Jew" 
was held at the Camberwell Civic Centre. This public lecture 
was a joint effort with the Victorian Council of Churches 
Working Group on Jewish-Christian Relations and proved 
to be a very successful night with over 200 people in 
attendance. 

The one event which was necessary to cancel due to lack 
of support was a Seminar organized in collaboration with 
the Catholic Pastoral Formation Centre under the title of 
"Catholics and Jews - Face to Face". We are grateful 
for the CPFC co-operation and involvement and look 
forward to working with them again in the future. 

SR. MARY LOTTON 

FROM THE EDITORS. 
What an encouraging start to 1991 - the Summer School, 
the WCC Assembly and especially the visit to Victoria of 
some of the most inspiring and dedicated speakers known 
in our Christian church today. 

Don't sigh - yes, it's on again - another year of faith 
and hope - turn ing up to meet ings, study groups and those 
'extras'. More importantly we can use the knowledge gained 
to promote Our Lord's direction to Christian Unity- 'that 
all may be one'. 

THANK YOU - to all our readers who answered our plea 
for a $5. minimum subscription to the Bulletin. We 
encourage our new readers to assist in defraying the costs 
of printing and postage as we extend our mailing list in 
our outreach to support our ecumenists. 

Grateful thanks for our contributors to this issue, and we 
would be pleased to receive your articles - 'good news' 
which may be of interest to our readers. 

® 
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Your financial and literary contribu
t ions are required by May 22 for the 
June issue to: -

Rev Fr. Len Thomas 

The Editors, 
Ecumenical Bulletin, 
P.O. Box 146, 
EAST MELBOURNE. 3002 
Thank you Mrs. Barbara Lacy 
PLEASE PASS ON THIS COPY TO FELLOW CLERGY 

NEXT ISSUE: 

** 

** 

AND PARISHIONERS. 

Report from Uniting/Catholic 
Working Group. 
MDre of the WCC Assembly 
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