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What are you doing on Sunday December 9th? 
It is the 2nd Sunday of Advent and about two weeks before Christmas. Most of us will be busy, 
but not too busy, I hope, to join other Christians around Australia in praying for the success of the 
7th ASSEMBLY of the WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES, to be held in Canberra from 6- 20 
February 1991. COME HOLY SPIRIT, the theme of the Assembly, could well be the prayer of all 
of us that day. 
Why should we be interested in the WCC Assembly? The Catholic church is not a member of the 
WCC. But it IS a member of the important FAITH & ORDER Commission of the WCC and we 
are familiar with some of the material of that Commission such as the discussion book Baptism, 
Eucharist & Ministry. 

Some 5000 Christians from every country of the world are expected in Canberra in February, 1000 of them delegates . A 
delegation of 24 from the Vatican will attend as observers. Thanks to a generous gift from the Federal Government there 
should be extensive media coverage. We should be able to join with the delegates as they discuss ways of bringing Christians 
together. 
For the present we can remember the words of Pope John Paul II , in Melbourne in November 1986: 
"The world desperately needs the full communion of ONE CHURCH, herself a SIGN AND BEARER of the Triune God's 
work of uniting the human family''. 
May our interest in the WCC Assembly show that we are taking seriously that directive of the Pope. 

** 

** 
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** 
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Pass on the Good Newso .. 
Christ Church (Anglican) and the Moonee Ponds 
Corps of The Salvation Army celebrated their 
Centenary's together at St. John's Uniting Church, 
Essendon. The Mayor of Essendon, Cr. Joan Brodie, 
Roman Catholic, read the Bible reading. Earlier this 
year, the Municipality of Essendon celebrated its 
centenary with a Civic Ecumenical Service at St. 
Monica's Roman Catholic Church, Essendon. 

Greetings to Brian Sculley and John Martis at the 
Jesuit Theological College, Parkville. Glad you enjoy 
our Bulletin! 

Toorak Churches (Toorak Uniting Church; St. 
Peter's Catholic Church and St. John's Anglican 
Church) have a Christmas project for needy families 
arranged with the Safeway Supermarket at Toorak 
Village. 

Volunteers from the three churches hand out leaflets 
to shoppers inviting them to buy an extra item of 
food to be deposited in trolleys outside the super
market checkouts. A great practical exercise and 
commitment. 

Our Ecumenical Affairs Commission and the 
Anglican Commission met recently to discuss 
Archbishop Runcie's Heenan Memorial paper 
''Anglican-Roman Catholic Relations today''. Some 
thirty members found the paper to be of mutual in
terest. 

Geelong Wesley Uniting Church Fellowship recently 
extended an invitation to the Anglican & Roman 

** 

Fr. Peter J . Kenny 
Episcopal Vicar 

Catholic ladies' groups to join them during this Year 
of Ecumenical Sharing. 
The Anglican and Uniting Church parishes of 
Leongatha celebrated the Feast of St. Andrews at 
Dum balk on November 30. Guest Speaker , Rev. Fr. 
Len Thomas, promoted the Christmas Bowl Appeal. 

* * * 
Dear Readers, 
We send our Bulletin to parish priests and their 
ecumenical representatives (where known), members 
of Inter-Church Councils and anyone interested in 
ecumenism. Please pass on your copy to fellow clergy 
and parishioners. We are updating our mailing list 
and would be pleased to hear from YOU with further 
names. 
HELP! A cheque for $5. minimum p.a. will help to 
defray the ever-rising costs of printing and postage. 
We regret this reminder but there was no response to 
our plea in our September issue. Thank you. 
Please send your contributions to: 
The Editor, 
Ecumenical Affairs Bulletin, 
P.O. Box 146, East Melbourne, 3002. 

* * * 



National Meeting of Diocesan 
Ecumenical Commissions Held 

In Canberra ... 
The bi-annual meeting, held late September, was attended 
by representatives of twelve diocesan commissions 
throughout Australia. Twelve members of the Melbourne 
Commission and two members from Bendigo represented 
Victoria. 
Chairman for the weekend was Bishop Bede Heather (Par
ramatta) and Bishop Pat Power was a warm and 
hospitable host. During the weekend the various commis
sions had the opportunity to share ecumenical happenings 
in their particular diocese. Input during the meeting was 
presented by: -
1. Fr. Peter Cross who spoke on the new national body 

currently being formed and invited participants to sug
gest possible objectives and directions this body might 
take. 

2. Fr. Peter Ress outlined the history and background of 
the WCC leading up to the Assembly in Canberra next 
year. 

3. Mr. Kevin Pethebridge outlined a proposal to set up a 
new joint body with the Anglican Church to promote 
and develop the work of ARCIC. The proposal was en
thusiastically supported, and the meeting requested 
Bishop Bede Heather to submit it to the next meeting of 
the Australian Bishops' Conference. 

Council of Christians and Jews 
Marks Nostra Aetate 

October 28, 1990, marked the 25th Anniversary of the 
Vatican document Nostra Aetate. No. 4 of this document 
deals with the Church's relations with the Jewish people 
and was followed in 1975 and 1985 with further Vatican 
Documents spelling out in further details the importance, 
the relevance and the necessity of the Church's relationship 
with Judaism and the Jewish people. 
In 1985 there was formed here in Melbourne a Council of 
Christians and Jews which has as one of its aims "to 
educate Christians and Jews to appreciate each other's 
separate and distinctive beliefs and their common 
ground.'' 
The Council's final public event for 1990 was a Musical 
Celebratory Afternoon which was held on October 28. 
This event celebrated the 25th anniversary of Nostra 
Aetate with a very clear and precise exploration of No.4 of 
the document by Fr Bill Smith SJ, as well as com
memorating the 5th anniversary of the Council's founda
tion. To mark this 5th anniversary, the first JOURNAL of 
the Council was launched by Rabbi Dr Israel Porush, 
Emeritus Rabbi of the Great Synagogue of Sydney. 
The musical and vocal talents that were displayed by the 
students of Xavier, Bialik and Genazzano Colleges and 
Rabbi Philip Heilbrunn from St Kilda Hebrew Congrega
tion were quite exceptional and most enjoyable. 
The title of the Journal is GESHER which means Bridge in 
Hebrew . This first volume has set a high standard with ar
ticles from eminent writers. It is hoped that through 
GESHER, many people in Melbourne and beyond will 
learn of the work of the Council of Christians and Jews 
and join its membership becoming involved in the enor
mous work which has still to be done. 
If any of our readers wish to have further information 
about the Council of Christians and Jews, or should wish 
to receive a copy of GESHER, please contact SHALOM 
CENTRE, 179 Cotham Road, Kew. Tel: 817 3848. 

The Church In The World 
BRITISH MINISTERS FOUND ECUMENICAL 
ORDER: With founding members from the Anglican, 
Baptist, Methodist, Reformed (Church of Scotland), 
United (United Reformed Church), Roman Catholic and 
Salvation Army traditions, the ECUMENICAL ORDER 
OF MINISTRY held its first meeting near Bromsgrove 
(England). Purposes of the group include support for uni
ty, and recognition of the Ministry in Christ that all order 
members share. John Johansen-Berg, the URC minister 
who initiated the group, said it 'can be both a symbol of 
our togetherness, and a prompt to our various denomina
tions to move more urgently in matters of mutual recogni
tion of ministry'. 
USA: MUSLIMS JOIN INTER-RELIGIOUS BODY: 
Religion in American Life, a New York-based interfaith 
organisation founded in 1949, has accepted the Council of 
Mosques of the United States as a member. Till now, 
RIAL has been made up of Christian and Jewish groups. 

(From Ecumenical Press Service) 
INDONESIA: The Ninth Assembly of Asian Church 
Women's Conference was held at Wisma Kinasih Car
ingin, West Java, from 1-6 November, and the theme was 
"In Christ - Freedom, Growth and Hope". 

Two members of Australian Church Women- Victorian 
Unit were part of the Australian delegation, namely Mrs. 
Marion Dodds (Salvation Army) and Mrs. Eunice Reidy 
(Churches of Christ). The retiring ACW representative to 
Asian Church Women's Conference, Mrs. Barbara Grealy 
(Roman Catholic) and her successor Mrs. Margaret 
Napier, also attended. Twelve international guests, and 
140 representatives from the sixteen member countries at
tended the Assembly. 

(Barbara Lacy, ACW) 
CAMBODIA: Jesuits on the Thai-Cambodian border 
receive financial support from the Melbourne Anglican 
diocese for their movement called "Peace and Reconcilia
tion". 

(Rev. Fr. Len Thomas) 
IRELAND: The Irish School of Ecumenics (ISE) recently 
celebrated its 20th Anniversary. ISE was founded by 
Jesuit, Fr. Michael Hurley in Dublin, and its scope has 
been to take up the themes of the modern ecumenical 
movement at a scholarly level. It consists of a community 
of students and scholars drawn from all major Christian 
denominations. 

The second director of the Institute was Dr. Robin Boyd, 
currently attached to the Wesley Uniting Church, Lonsdale 
Street, Melbourne. He was succeeded by John D'Arcy 
May, an Australian Catholic lay theologian, and the pre
sent director is Rev. Alan Falconer who has had experience 
in a number of church organisations in Ireland. 

Currently ISE is increasing its programmes to cater for 
part-time as well as full time students and some courses of
fer degrees recognized at University level. ISE boasts a 
specialist library of over 16,000 volumes, a unique resource 
for churches and scholars in Ireland and beyond. 
Do you want to study Ecumenism in a professional set
ting? Perhaps a semester at the Irish School of Ecumenics 
in Dublin is the answer. 



ECUVIEW I Ghassan Rubeiz: 
Christians in Iraq 

(Ghassan Rubeiz is secretary for the Middle East in the 
Commission on Inter-Church Aid, Refugee, and World 
Service of the World Council of Churches.) 
Arab Christians in Iraq are a visible minority in what is a 
mostly-Muslim society. About half a million of the 18 
million Iraqis are Christians. On the whole, they are pre
sent in all segments of society. They have adequate access 
to jobs, social status, and political office. (The current 
foreign minister, Tarik Aziz, is of Christian background.) 
With minor exceptions, Christians are not in conflict with 
the Iraqi state, which is officially secular. Government 
restrictions on church activity are those which exist in Iraqi 
society generally, and are not applied in particular to 
church people or institutions as such. 
About 60 per cent of the Christian community are 
Assyrian/Chaldean Christians. Those in common with 
Rome from the Chaldean Catholic Church. The others 
form the independent Assyrian Church of the East. 
Assyrian/Chaldean Christians came to have a separate 
church existence after the Council of Ephesus (431), whose 
doctrinal decisions they did not accept. The larger portion 
of the community accepted papal primacy in the 16th cen
tury. 
As the biggest part of the Christian community, the Chal
dean Catholic Church enjoys a special status. Its Vatican 
connection, which it does not overplay, has broadened and 
deepened its mission, monastic life, and education efforts. 
The head of the community is the patriarch of Babylon, 
based in Baghdad. He is currently Raphael Bidawid, 68. 
There are about 300,000 Chaldean Catholics in Iraq, about 
a hundred priests, and about 30 institutions, including 
monasteries and one seminary. Except for Basra and 
Baghdad, Chaldean Catholics live mostly in the north. 
Ethnically and theologically, the Chaldean Catholics are 
very similar to another eastern-rite Roman Catholic com
munity - The Maronite Church of Lebanon. However, 
relationships between the two are weak. 
The membership of the Church of the East in Iraq is about 
80 000. There is a large community overseas, notably in the 
United States. 

The two main groups of Oriental Orthodox in Iraq are the 
Armenians (about 20 000) and the Syrians (about 30,000). 

Most of the Armenian Orthodox live in Baghdad. They are 
active economically, and form a close-knit ethnic com
munity. 
The Syrian Orthodox include a large number of profes
sionals, and people in government service. The govern
ment has invested heavily in renovating one of their 
historic monasteries, Deir Mar Matta. 
Other Christian traditions present in Iraq in small numbers 
include Eastern Orthodox (Greek), Reformed 
(Evangelical), Adventist, western-rite Roman Catholics, 
and Oriental Orthodox from Egypt (Copts). [EPS] 

(Ecumenical Press Service) 

What's Happening At The 
Local Level? 

With the World Council of Churches Assembly looming 
closer, interest has mounted throughout the suburbs and 
many of the forty Inter-Church Councils have been active
ly involved in preparing for the Assembly. Bible studies, 
banner making and combined services have made many 
people aware of the theme of the Assembly "Come Holy 
Spirit Renew the Whole Creation". 

In the past couple of months, I have been fortunate to have 
experienced a variety of ecumenical activities - these have 
included: 

* Ecumenical breakfasts (Oakleigh and Nunawading 
ICC's) 

* Celebration of Faith Evening (Springvale Town Hall). 
This is organised by a committee for Multi-Faith which 
is made up of representatives from local churches and 
the Springvale City Council. 

* Information Evening on Ecumenism (St. Kevin's, 
Templestowe). 

* Combined Service (Dromana Minister's Fraternal). 

I have also had the opportunity to speak on the work of the 
Commission at several Inter-Church Council meetings, 
and I am impressed by the support given by several coun
cils to such projects as emergency family housing; homes 
for homeless youth; drop-in coffee shops; chaplaincy pro
grams; projects for street kids and social workers on hous
ing estates etc. 

Anne Paul E A C 
Executive Secretary 

W C C Assembly Countdown 
Approximately 1 ,000 delegates are expected to attend the 
7th Assembly of the World Council of Churches in 
Canberra from 7-20th February next. 1,000 staff/con
sultants, 800 press and 1,200 visitors (700 from Australia) 
will make this the largest conference ever hosted in 
Canberra. The first voice to be heard at the opening ses
sion will be that of an aboriginal speaking in his native 
tongue. Many leading church dignitaries from around the 
world will be in attendance, as well as 15 guests from non
Christian faiths. 

THE ASSEMBLY COMES TO VICTORIA!. .. In 
Melbourne an open-air welcome at Caulfield from about 4 
- 7p.m. will be held on February 16, 1991. This will take 
the form of a picnic with an opportunity to meet and mix 
with fellow Christians and a number of our visitors. 

A service of worship will be included, and it is hoped Ar
chbishop Edward Cassidy, head of the Vatican delegation 
and Dr. Paul Crowe Jnr., Church of Christ, America, will 
address the gathering. For further details contact the V C 
C office, telephone 614 4940, your local I C C., or our 
Ecumenical Affairs Commission Office on (03) 662 1962. 

CORRECTION: The delegates from our Melbourne Ar
chdiocese are Rev. Fr. Peter Cross and Sr. Margaret 
Jenkins, C.S.B. We apologise for our reporter's error. 

* * * 



ECUMENICAL 
AFFAIRS 

COMMISSION 
STRUCTURE 
The Commission operates in various directions: 

• National - Diocesan 
• Spiritual Ecumenism 
• Ecumenism at the local level 

• Education 
• Inter-Church 
• Welfare, Justice, Development & Peace 

• Inter-Faith 

The Commission is in association and co-operates with: 
• Victorian Council of Churches 
• Australian Church Women 
11 Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

The Commission Supports: 
111 Anglican / Catholic Working Group 

• Uniting / Catholic Working Group 
• Jewish / Christian Dialogue Group 
11 Summer School in Ecumenism. 

The Commission exists not for itself but for you! 
Would you like: 
• to pray each day for the unity of Churches? 
• to pray each day for Christians in lands and cultures 

other than your own? 
• to join with other Christians in prayer and study 

groups? 
• to have someone from the Commission visit your 

parish? 
• to gather information about what is happening 

ecumenically in your local area? 

• to be on the mailing list to receive the Ecumenical 
Bulletin produced by the Commission? 

• visit the E.A.C. Office at 
406 Albert Street, 
East Melbourne 3002 
Tel: (03) 662 1962 

The Office is attended on Wednesdays 9.30 a.m. - 4.30 
p.m. and has available Catholic resources on ecumenical 
matters. 

Melbourne 1991 
A Summer Course 

in Ecumenism 

January 25-28, 1991 
ACC Faith and Order Consultation 

Churches of Christ Theological College 
40-60 Jacksons Road, Mulgrave, Victoria 

February 1-3, 1991 
Ecumenical Summer School 

St. Mary's College, University of Melbourne, 
Swanston Street, Carlton, Victoria 

Keynote addresses open to the public 

Accredited by the Melbourne College of Divinity for 
approved B. Theol. or M.Min. candidates 

For further information contact: 
Mr Graeme Wigney 

Churches of Christ Theological College, PO Box 629 
Mulgrave North, Victoria 3170 Phone: (03) 790 1000 

Or 
Mrs Anne Paul 

Ecumenical Affairs Commission, 406 Albert Street 
East Melbourne, Victoria 3002 Phone: (03) 662 1962 

~ FOR YOUR PARISH NEWSHEET AND CALENDAR- a service for busy parishes ... 
------~-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Every Thursday 
Noon - 12.10 p.m. 

January 25-28 

February 1-3 
February 7-20 
March I 

May 12-19 

Prayer for Christian Unity - St Paul's Cathedral 

A C C Faith & Order Consultation 

Ecumenical Summer School 
7th Assembly of W C C, Canberra 
World Day of Prayer 
Theme - "On the journey together" 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 
Theme- "Hallelujah! Praise God all you peoples"! 
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