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THE DIRECTORY ON ECUMENISM. PART TWO 

ECUMENICAl EDUCATION 

"The heart of ecumenism is the discovery of another Christian 
as a brother in Christ, sharinq in the life of Christ and in 
his mission to the world." lntercommunion, The Position of the Roman Catholic 
Church, Statement of the Ecumenical Commission for England and Wales . London: 
C. T .S. l96Sl. 

The Decree on Ecumenism promulgated by the Sec
ond Vatican Council in 1965 made it clear 
that ecumenism is no luxury. It is an 
obligation on all Christians. The first 
part of the Directory on Ecumenism, published by 
the Secretariat for Promoting Christian Unity, May 14, 
1967, developed the theme and practice of 
ecumenism. Just three years later, May 
15, 1970 the Secretariat issued the second 
part of the Directory, its theme being 
"Ecumenism in Higher Education". It re
peats that "all Christians should be of 
an ecumenical mind," and stresses . the 
special responsibility of the bishops for 
promoting the ecumenical movement. The 
following is a summary of the main themes 

Ecumenism and the Spiritual life. 
The Second Vatican Council recognized 
that the Holy Spirit is at work in the 
ecumenical movement. One of the great 
works of the Holy Spirit is that of re
newal. "This renewal", says the Directory, 
"should be rooted in the life of the 
Church itself, in its liturgy and 
sacraments; it should be directed to 
prayer for the unity of all Christians 
and to the fulfilling of the Church's 
function in the world." The ecumenical 
outlook must penetrate the whole of the 
Catholic's Christ centered spiritual life. 
The Directory states that "the ecumenical 
spiritual life of Catholics should also 
be nourished from the treasures of the 
many traditions, past and present, which 
are alive in other Churches and ecclesial 
communities .• " Where are these treasures 
to be found? They are to be found -

(a) in the liturgy, monastic life, thE 
mystical tradition of the Christiar 
East; 

(b) in Anglican worship and piety; 
(c) in the evangelical prayer and spi· 

rituality of Protestantism. 

Appreciation of the traditions of thE 
Christian Churches is not to remain merel 
theoretical. It must be translated int< 
practice. And so "some prayer in commo1 
and sharing in public worship are to bE 
promoted, in harmony with the rules lai< 
down by competent authority." The Decree o 
Ecumenism . and the first part of the Directon 
had given similar instructions. 

Ecumenism, Dialogue, «Hierachy »of Truths. 

The Directory proposes some sound guid~ 
lines for ecumenical dialogue. Dialogu~ 

requires: 

(a) a sincere and firm fidelity to one' : 
own faith; 

(b) a mind open and ready to base lif• 
more deeply on one's own faith; 

(c) the investigation of the ways anc 
means of establ ishing relations anc 
restoring unity. This must be basec 
on a greater fidelity to the Gospe: 
and an authentic profession of th• 
Christian religion, not on indiff· 
erence or false and facile accomm· 
odation to the demands of the age; 

(d) consultation and co-operation wit: 
the pastors of the Church; 

(e) readines$ to acknowtedge that th, 
members of the various Churches an 
eccZesiaZ communities are generaZZ; 
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best equipped to expound prope~Zy 
the doctrine and U fe of their oum 
communion; 

(f) respect for the conscience and con
viction of others; 

(g) readiness to acknowledge that not 
everyone is equally equipped for 
dialogue. 

The Church must have at her disposal ex
perts in ecumenical matters drawn from 
clergy and religious, laymen and women . 

The Decree of Vatican II had reminded 
Catholics that in their Church's teaching 
there is a "hierarchy" of truths. The 
Directory resumes and explains this term. 
The "hierarchy" in the truths means that 
there is an order of importance in the 
truths of the faith. It does not mean 
that some doctrines are "more true" or 
that others are irrelevant. The Catholic 
gives his assent to all truths of the 
faith. He realizes however that all 
truths do not occupy the same central 
place in the mystery revealed in Jesus 
Christ (e.g., the mysteries of the 
incarnation, the atonemen~ the foundation 
of a Church in which the life of Christ 
is communicated through the sacraments 
and the Spirit,will occupy a more prom
inent place than the teaching on purgatory 
or devotion to the saints; Mary will be 
set in the context of the incarnation and 
the Church). These great central truths 
we share with all Christians. We find in 
them our common life and inheritance. 
They are our starting point for dialogue. 
Other truths are discussed in relation to 
these. 

Ecumenism and Expression of Belief. 

In his opening address to the Second 
Vatican Council, October 11, 1962, Pope 
John XXIII said that the Christian world 
expected from it a step forward in genuine 
penetration of doctrine. Catholic teach
ing, he said, is to be studied through 
modern methods of research and is to be 
explained in the literary forms of modern 
thought. The substance of traditional 
teaching is one thing, the way in which 
it is expressed is another. The Pope then 
insisted on the importance of the manner 
of presentation and the great patience 
needed to achieve this . 

This theme of the manner of presentation 

of the truths of the faith was taken up 
in the Constitution on the Church in the Modern World 
and in the Decree on Ecumenism. The Directory 
returns to it and insists that the minds 
of students be conditioned to recognize 
that there are different ways of stating 
things in theology. This is legitimate 
and reasonable . Theologians understand 
and express what is divinely revealed in 
different ways. 

Ecumenism and Tertiary Studies. 

"Ecumenism should bear on all theological 
discipline as one of its necessary de
termining factors, making for the richer 
manifestation of the fullness of Christ." 
The ecumenical attitude of mind should be 
directed through- (1) scripture, 
(2) liturgical teaching, (3) dogmatic 
and moral theology, (4) church history, 
(5) canon law, (6) pastoral and mission
ary training and social studies. 

(a) Universities and Institutes of Advancl!d Education 

students and teachers should equip them
selves with that solid religious training 
which ecumenism demands. 

Prope~ly instructed Catholics should be 
encouraged to suppoPt undePtakings in the 
field of PeZigious studies pPoposed by 
non-confessional UnivePsities. Ecumenism, 
should be further fostered by conferences, 
study days, joint retreats, joint witness 
in social and welfare work. 

Priests who are engaged as chaplains, 
counsellors, teachers in institutes for 
Tertiary studies have a special obliga
tion in ecumenical matters. 

(b) Seminaries 

The Ecumenical spirit must penetrate the 
whole course of theological studies. A 
special course on ecumenism, however, 
could be very useful and could be approp
riately given shortly after theological 
studies had been begun . The matter for 
study should include: 
(i) what Christian Churches hold in 

common, though at times differently 
expressed; 

(ii) what is peculiar to each Christian 
community as its own; 

(iii) what causes division in matters of 
belief . 

The Directory encourages co- operation be
tween Christian seminaries. They could 
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share or co-operate in library resources, 
an activity that would help to further 
Christian witness. Men pay more attention 
to joint Christian action than to that of 
a single institution ·operating in isola
tion. 

"Catholia students may be all,o'U)ed to 
attend leatures at institutions 3 even 

. . f th Ch . t . 11 
se~na~es~ o o er r~s ~ans ........• 
The guiding . principles for this are the 
usefulness of the course,the acknowledged 
competence of the lecturer, the previous 
preparation of the students as well as 
their psychological and spiritual maturity. 
Special discernment is t .o be used when 
the lectures deal with matters of doctrine. 

Those who lecture in Catholic seminaries 
should not only have adequate knowledge 
of the writings of the teachers from 
other Christian communities. They should 
also meet them often and visit their in
stitutions. 

ECUMENICAL COMMISSION AFFAIRS 

Archbishop Knox recently added to the 
membership of the Ecumenical Affairs 
Commission and named Rev. Dr. Percy Jones 
as Chairman. The full membership is as 
follows: Dr. P. Jones, P.P. (Chairman), 
Fr. B. O'Connor, P.P. (Vice- Chairman), 
Miss Agnes Orlebar (Secretary), Mr. W. 
Armstrong, Mr. J. L. Callanan, Fr. A.J. 
Cleary, P.P., Mr. P. Conde, Miss Adelaide 
Crookall, Mr M.J. Dowling, Fr K.P. Ellis, 
Brother Eugene, S.M., Father F.K. Hornby, 
Dr. R.B. Johns, Sr. M. Josepha, Fr. L.W. 
Kelly, P.P., Fr. B. King, Fr. M.L. King, 
Father T. F. Little, ·Mr. J. J. McKenna, 
Mr. w. E. May, Miss Angela Ridsdale, 
Sr. Shirley Sedawie and Fr J.J. Scullion, 
S.J. 

Archbishop Knox has agreed to the recom
mendation of the Commission that until a 
Diocesan Commission of Justice and Peace 
is established, Fathers B. O'Connor and 
F. Little with Mr. w. Armstrong represent 
the Archbishop on the Joint Working Group 
with the v. c. C., on World Development, 
which arose from a meeting on May 21st 
sponsored by the v.c.c. on "Action for 
World Development" and addressed by the 
Secretary of the Australian Council of 
Churches, the Rev. F.G. Engel. 

Archbishop Knox, acting on the invitation 
of the Victorian Council of Churches at 
its meeting of 29th October to appoint up 
to three Observers to the Council has 
named. Fr. K.P. Ellis, Dr. R.B. Jo.hns and 
Miss Angela Ridsdale as official Catholic 
observers. The Observers will receive 
Minutes of the Council and be able to 
attend all its meetings. Although in the 
past, members of the Commission had 
attended meetings of the v.c.c., . this 
step of official representation is in
dicative of the already friendly and 
growing atmosphere ofco·operation between 
the Archdiocese and the v.c.c. 

AUSTRALIAN EPISCOPAL' CONFERENCE 

The Australian Episcopal Conference at 
its recent meeting announced the new 
regulations governing mixed marriages and 
effective from October 1st, 1970. The 
changes are very welcome and represent a 
continuing forward movement in the Catho~ 
ic Churc~s relations with other protestant 
Churches. The emphasis is now placed on 
the responsibility of the Catholic partner 
to have children of the marriage baptised 
and brought up as members of the Catholic 
Church. Given the necessary dispensation, 
mixed marriages may be performed by a 
catholic priest in a protestant church 
but a Nuptial Mass may not be celebrated 
under these circumstances. A major first 
step has also been taken in that a 
minister other than a catholic priest may 
celebrate a mixed marriage in protestant 
church if one of the parties is closely 
related by blood or affinity to a non
catholic minister, 'or if refusal of the 
dispensation could constitute a grave 
danger for the faith of . the catholic 
party or the peace and harmony of the 
spouses. For the present, however, the 
Bishops felt that cases of dispensation 
from the canonical form should be rel
atively rare. 

REFLECTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS 
CONCERNING ECUMENICAL DIALOGUE 

New guidelines in a document with the 
heading above have just been released by 

IContinued on page 6) 
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I NEWS 
WASHINGTON 

A five-year effort 
to pool academic resources 
at the numerous 
Catholic and Protestant 
seminaries in this area 
will germinate 
in an experimental 
course-exchange programme 
this autumn. 
The Washington Theological 
Consortium, 
composed of eight seminaries 
and groups of seminaries, 
is sponsoring 
a programme of 
mainly graduate-level 
courses which 
both Protestant and Catholic 
seminarians can attend 
at most 
of the member schools. 

SYDNEY 

Members 
of the Australian 
Council of Churches 
have been asked 
seriously to consider 
the granting 
of full membership 
to the Catholic Church. 
The move came 
at the Council's annual 
meeting held in Sydney. 
The suggestion 
has now to be taken back 
to the councils of each 
member Church 
for full discussion 
and consideration. 

HOBART 

Archbishop Young 
has made a formal request 
for admission 
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of the Catholic Church 
in Tasmania 
as a full member of the 
Tasmanian Council of Churches. 
This request 
was recently acceded to, 
and represents 
the first case in Australia 
of full membership 
by the Catholic Church of 
a State Council of Churches. 

HOUSTON 

Rabbi Hyman J. Schachtel 
of Congregation Beth Israel 
here 
will teach Jewish history, 
philosophy and theology 
at st. Mary's Catholic 
Seminary. 
He is the first 
Jewish scholar 
to be appointed to the 
faculty of the 100-year-old 
seminary 
that trains priests for the 
Galveston-Houston Diocese. 

PARIS 

Continuing dialogue 
in depth 
with the Catholic Church 
was endorsed here 
by the Fifth Assembly 
of the 
Lutheran World Federation. 
Delegates representing 
52 million Lutherans 
said 
their tradition and 
Catholicism 
should 'strive for clear, 
honest and charitable 
language 
in all conversations'. 
A resolution 
also acknowledged 

that the presence of 
Cardinal Willebrands 
at the assembly 
was a 'sign of growing 
understanding between 
Roman Catholic and Lutheran 
Churches, 
as well as 
an encouragement 
to strive further toward 
that fellowship 
required by our Churches 
for their 
common mission and service 
in the world.' 

STOCKHOLM 

The first series of 
official 
Lutheran-Catholic talks 
in Sweden 
will begin here 
later this year. 

CARMARTHEN (Wales) 

Bishop Fox, 
Auxiliary in Menevia, 
headed a five-strong 
Catholic contingent 
to a five-day conference 
at Trinity College, 
Carmarthen, 
attended by 
delegates from 
all church organizations 
associated with the 
Council of Churches in 
Wales. 
The Council of Churches 
in Wales 
was urged 
by the meeting 
to set up a department of 
social responsibility to 
co-ordinate and initiate 
ecumenical social work 
which would result 
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(These News Briefs are for information purposes and may be reproduced. The Ecumenical Com

mission .is not responsible for opinions expressed in its News Briefs.) 

in christians of 
all denominations 
working together 
to deal with 
such problems as 
alcoholism, drugs and 
moral welfare. 

LONDON 

Anglicans and Catholics 
moved closer together 
in the sphere of music 
when a Catholic choir sang 
for the first time 
at the Royal School 
of Church Music 
founded by 
the Church of England at 
Addington Palace in 1927. 
The Royal School 
was founded 
to further the study 
and practice of music 
and singing 
in connection with 
the services of the 
Church of England 
and Churches 
in communion with it, 
but in recent years 
it has been decided to 
extend its facilities to 
musicians of other Churches. 

B ICE ST E R (Oxfordshirel 

Fr. David Mead, 
assistant priest 
at the 
Immaculate Conception 
Church, Bicester, 
recently helped out 
a sick friend, 
the Rev. Stanley Burden, 
minister at the 
Congregational Church. 
With Archbishop Dwyer's 
permission, 

Fr. Mead conducted 
the service of prayers 
and hymns 
and preached 
a "mini-sermon" 
as he put it. 

EDINBURGH 
The General Assembly 
of the Church of Scotland 
overwhelmingly approved 
a recommendation 
that it invite 
Catholic Church observers 
to 
future annual assemblies. 
The Rev. Roderick Smith, 
convener 
of the inter-Church 
relations committee, 
pointed out 
that many joint services 
and co-operative 
ecumenical actions 
are increasing our respect 
for one another, 
as well as whetting 
our desire 
for being seen 
in our localities 
as members by baptism 
of the 
Church of Jesus Christ. 

NAPLES 
The pros and cons 
of eventual 
Catholic membership 
in the World Council 
of Churches 
came under close scrutiny 
at the annual meeting 
of the 
joint working group 
of the World Council and 
the Catholic Church. 
Bishop Bernardin, 

general secretary 
of the 
United States Catholic 
Conference 
and co-Chairman 
of the six-day session, 
described its work as 
'quite fruitful' 
but cautioned 
that the 
joint working group's role 
is to make 'recommendation 
not decisions. ' 

ROME 
The Rev. Dr. Harry Smythe, 
an Australian theologian 
educated at Sydney and 
Oxford Universities, 
has taken over 
the post of Director of th 
Anglican Centre in Rome. 
He aims to strengthen the 
centre's ties with 
the Vatican Secretariat 
for the promotion 
of Christian Unity. 
Pope Paul at the time of 
the opening of the centre 
described it as 
'the first step in 
practical ecumenism -
mutual knowledge of each 
other'. 
Dr. Smythe succeeds 
Canon John Finlow who also 
carried the title, The 
Archbishop of Canterbury's 
Representative in Rome. 
Canon Finlow 
suggested in a lecture 
just before his departure 
to America, 
that impatience 
among Christians 
of all denominations with 
ecclesiastical structures 
was rapidly developing 
thrust towards Church UnitJ 

Continued on page 7 
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(Continued from page 3 ... 
Reflections B Suggestions Concerning . . . Ecumenical Dialogue) 
the Vatican Secretariat for Promoting 
Christian Unity. The guidelines stress-

• Continuing dialogue is necessary. 
• The Christians talking to each 

other must have mutual respect. 
• Those talking must know what they 

are talking about . 

A commentary on this important document 
for ecumenism will be published in sub
sequent issues of the Bulletin. 

JEWISH-CHRISTIAN AFFAIRS 

CENTRE FOR JEWISH· CHRISTIAN DIAlOGUE 

A few months ago the Sisters of Our Lady 
of Sion transferred their Centre for 
Jewish-Christian Dialogue to 179 Cotham 
Road, Kew, where the name of their new 
home - "Shalom" (Peace) signifies what 
they are striving to do. They want their 
new Centre to be a meeting .place for both 
Christians and Jews where true brotherly 
dialogue can progress. One very great 
need in our community they are endeavour
ing to fulfil is the spreading of in
formation about the Jewish faith among 
Christians, this knowledge being so very 
important if we are truly to understand 
Christianity which was founded on Judaism. 
There is also a great need to continue 
breaking down the barriers of prejudice 
that have existed for so long. 

Sisters Shirley Sedawie and Lenore Sharry 
are available to give talks on Jewish
Christian Dialogue and related topics and 
would gladly welcome enquiries from any
one interested, their telephone number 
being 80 3848. 

FEAST OF TABERNACLES .. 15th-23rd OCTOBER. 1970. 

The seventh and eighth chapters of the 
Gospel according to John tell us of the 
visit Jesus made to Jerusalem and its 
Temple on the feast of Tabernacles. The 
main scripture reading for the feast sums 
up its significance (Lev.23) - "You are 
to keep this feast in the seventh month. 
For seven days you are to live in shelters: 
all natives of Israel must live in shel
ters, so that your descendants may know 
that I made the sons of Israel live in 
shelters, when I brought them out of the 
land of Egypt." 

On Thursday, 15th October, a large group 
of women, representing all the Christian 
churches were privileged to be the guests 
of the Women's Guild of the Temple Beth 
Israel, Alma Rd., St. Kild~for the first 
day of this festival. Rabbis H. Sanger 
and J. Levi conducted the service. After 
luncheon, Rabbi Levi gave a short address 
on the many Jewish customs Christians 
have inherited from Judaism, and answered 
questions. 

SUNDAY NOV. 29TH 
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

Theme , looking to our Redeemer 

1st Reading, Jeremiah 33: 14-16 
Jeremiah, who is so often a prophet of 
doom, in this brief passage foretells the 
nearness of salvation for Israel. This 
salvation will bring virtue, honesty, 
integrity and confidence. 

The Responsorial Psalm is a prayer for 
faithfulness to God's commands with the 
refrain "To You, 0 Lord, I Zift up my 
soul". 

2nd Reading, 1 Thessalonians 3:12 - 4:2 
St. Paul gives us today a simple ex
hortation to love everyone - "the whole 
human race." He prays God to confirm us 
in the holy and blameless way of life 
which Paul himself has taught. 

3rd Reading, Luke 21: 25-28, 34-36 
In the Gospel reading st. Luke presents 
Our Lord's prophesy of His second coming 
in power and glory. 

There is encouragement: "stand erect, 
hold your heads high, because your liber
ation is near at hand." The early Chris
tians looked forward with joyful expecta
tion to Christ's second coming. 

At the same time there is a warning: 
"Watch yourselves or your hearts will be 
coarsened ••. and that day will be sprung 
on you suddenly." The Medieval Christians 
feared the dies irae, the day of wrath. 

For all Christians the warning is given -
"be ye always ready for you know not the 
day nor the hour when the Son of Man will 
come." The crisis, the judgment, is al
ready taking place. The future is being 
made in the present. 
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Homily Points 

Today the First Sunday of Advent, which 
begins a new Church year, is as good a 
time as any to examine our new relations 
with other Christians. 

The Ecumenical Council ushered in a new 
era in relations between the Catholic 
Church and the other Christian Churches. 

The Council taught, amongst other things, 
-that they are genuine Christian churches 
which the Holy Spirit uses for the sal
vation of their members. Hence the Coun
cil teaches that they have a true Baptism 
with the real virtues of Faith, Hope and 
Charity and the Gifts of the Holy Ghost. 
They have the Sacred Scriptures as we 
have and share many great Christian tradi
tions with us. 

In practice the Council, in its decree on 
Ecumenism, asks us not to use any derog
atory words or expressions but to love 
and welcome Christians of other Churches 
as genuine brothers in Christ. A new 
programme .for mixed marriages allows a 
dispensation to be granted in certain 
cases even for a marriage in a non
Catholic Church. We are encouraged to 
attend weddings and funerals in non
Catholic Churches to show our friendship. 
We are permitted to attend occasionally 
their worship, not indeed to fulfil our 
Sunday obligation,but to learn more about 
their worship and for other reasons. We 
are exhorted to unite with them in prayer 
for unity as we do during the Pentecost 
Week of Prayer. And we should have in 
each parish an ecumenical committee fos
tering all these things and developing 
regular meetings of our parishioners with 
their fellow Christians of other denomin~ 
tions for discussion and dialogue. 

This is a totally new programme. It is 
the Church's new answer to Christian 
division. The love of one another which 
St. Paul speaks of urges us to enter 
whole heartedly into this new movement. 
When Christ comes again shall He find His 
followers united? Let us look forward to 
Christian unity as Jeremiah did to Re
demption. Let us be warned to do our 
part to bring it about as Christ warns us 
in the Gospel. 

NEWS AND VIEWS CONT. 

ADELAIDE 

Archbishop J.W. Gleeson 
and 
Archbishop Ezekiel 
of the Greek Orthodox Church 
were among speakers 
at 
an ecumenical service 
of the 
world convention of Churches 
of Christ 
which met 
in Adelaide during October. 

MELBOURNE 

The Very Reverend 
Dr. Immanuel Jakobovits, 
the Chief Rabbi 
of the United Hebrew Congregations 
of the British Commonwealth 
is visiting Australia 
during November. 
Dr. Jakobovits 
is actively involved 
in Christian-Jewish Dialogue 
in Great Britain 
and the u . s . , 
and at the invitation 
of the 
Victorian Jewish Board of Deputies 
and the V.C.C. 
he will address 
a meeting 
at St. John's Hall, Toorak 
on November 13th 
on 
"Christian-Jewish Relations: 
Challenges and Prospects". 

With Ecclesiastical Approval of the Archdiocese of Melbourne. 
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ORTHODOX AFFAIRS 

.JERUSALEM.. the Restoration of the 

Holy Sepulchre 
The enormous task, long overdue, of 
restoring the fabric of the Holy Sepulchre 
is now making steady progress. 
The restoration 
is under the joint supervision 
of the three communities 
responsible for the Holy Sepulchre, 
the Greek, Latin and the Armenian. 
Work started on a small scale in 1960, 
and has gradually expanded. 
1968 witnessed the virtual completion 
of the first main stage in restora·tion, 
chiefly involving the south transept 
and the choir or katholikon. 
Work has now commenced on the 
second main stage, 
the restoration of the rotunda or dome 
of the Anastasis. 
Up to 60 workers are being employed. 
It is impossible to predict at this stage 
how soon the restoration 
will be completed. 
But already it is becoming possible 
to appreciate something of the true 
dignity and beauty of the Church, 
stripped of the unsightly accretions 
of recent centuries 
and cleared of the scaffolding 
which has obscured so much of it 
since the 1930's. 

MT. SINAl-the monastery of St.Katherine 
The Greek Government has provided money 
for scholarships to train specialists 
who will work at Sinai in printing, 
in the restoration and care of Icons 
and manuscripts, 
and in looking after the library. 

Archbishop Gregory of Sinai, 
during his visit to Greece in the 
summer of 1969, 
voiced his anxiety 
that the Monastery of St. Katherine 
might become simply a museum, and he 
stressed the critical need for young monks. 
As a result of his strenuous efforts, 
he has persuaded thirteen new members 
to join the community. 
{The Eastern Churches Review, Volume 3, No. 1, 1970) 

SYDNEY 
A special memorial Liturgy was held 
on Sunday 11th October at 
St. George's Antioch ian Orthodox Church 
in Sydney 
with Bishop Aristarchos officiating 
for the late PatriarchJheodosius 
who died on the 20th September. 
The Antiochian Synod in Damascus 
- See of the Patriarchate -
elected unanimously Metropolitan 
Elias of Aleppo 
as new Patriarch 
of the Antiochian Orthodox Church, for 
Antioch and All The East, the Americas, 
Canada, Australia and New Zealand. 
("Enquiry" - Monthly periodical of Orthodox Youth) 

A Decision of the Russian Orthodox Church 
The Holy Synod of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, 
presided over by Patriarch Alexis, 
decided at its meeting on 16th December, 
1969 
after the examination 
of a number of particular cases 
that'when Old Believers or Roman Catholic 
faithful 
approach the Orthodox Church 
to receive the sacraments, 
these are not to be refused to them'. 

This news was given in the first number 
of Episkepsis (February 1970) , 
an information bulletin 
to be published bi-monthly in 
Greek and French 
by the Orthodox Centre at Chambesy. 
Episkepsis comments that this decision 
does not mention special cases 
(the sick faithful who are isolated, etc.,) 
so that 
priests of the Russian Orthodox Church 
seem to be obliged to give the sacraments 
to such Catholics and Old Believers 
who ask for them, 
that this is the first time that 
so important a decision has been made 
by an autocephalous Orthodox Church, 
and 
that it will create a quite new set 
of problems in the 
ecumenical, pastoral and theological 
fields. 

(One in Christ . Volume VI. page 194, No. 2, 1970) 

f'::ARMFIITF IMONA~TERY PRESS. KE'W. 


